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AN ACT concerning el ections.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Election Code is anended by changing
Sections 19-2.1 and 24A-20 as foll ows:

(10 ILCS 5/19-2.1) (fromCh. 46, par. 19-2.1)

Sec. 19-2. 1. At the consolidated primry, general
primry, consolidated, and general el ecti ons, el ectors
entitled to vote by absentee ball ot under the provisions of
Section 19-1 may vote in person at the office of the
muni ci pal cl erk, if the elector is a resident of a
muni ci pal ity not having a board of el ection comm ssioners, or
at the office of the township clerk or, in counties not under
townshi p organi zation, at the office of the road district
clerk if the &elector is not a resident of a nunicipality;
provi ded, in each case that the nmunicipal, township or road
district <clerk, as the case may be, is authorized to conduct
i n-person absentee voting pursuant to this Section. Absentee
voting in such nunicipal and township clerk's offices wunder
this Section shall be conducted fromthe 22nd day through the
day before the el ection.

Muni ci pal and township clerks (or road district clerks)
who have regularly scheduled working hours at regularly
designated offices other than a place of residence and whose
of fices are open for business during the sane hours as the
office of the election authority shall conduct in-person
absentee voting for said elections. Minicipal and township
clerks (or road district clerks) who have no regularly
schedul ed worki ng hours but who have regularly designated
offices other than a place of residence shall conduct

i n-person absentee voting for said elections during the hours
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of 830 am to 4:30 p.m or 9:00 am to 500 p.m,
weekdays, and 9:00 a.m to 12: 00 noon on Saturdays, but not
during such hours as the office of the election authority is
closed, unless the clerk files a witten waiver wth the
el ection authority not later than July 1 of each year stating
that he or she is wunable to conduct such voting and the
reasons therefor. Such clerks who conduct in-person absentee
voting may extend their hours for that purpose to include any
hours in which the election authority's office is open.
Muni ci pal and township clerks (or road district clerks) who
have no reqgularly scheduled office hours and no regularly
desi gnated offices other than a place of residence my not
conduct in-person absentee voting for said elections. The
election authority may devise alternative met hods for
i n-person absentee voting before said elections for those
precincts located wthin the territorial area of a
muni ci pality or township (or road district) wherein the clerk
of such nunicipality or township (or road district) has
waived or is not entitled to conduct such voting. In
addition, electors nay vote by absentee ballot wunder the
provisions of Section 19-1 at the office of the election
authority having jurisdiction over their residence.

I n conducting absentee voting wunder this Section, the
respective clerks shall not be required to verify the
signature of the absentee voter by conparison wth the
signature on the official registration record card. However,
the clerk shall reasonably ascertain the identity of such
applicant, shall verify that each such applicant is a
regi stered voter, and shall verify the precinct in which he
or she is registered and the proper ballots of the political
subdi visions in which the applicant resides and is entitled
to vote, prior to providing any absentee ballot to such
appl i cant. The clerk shal | verify t he applicant's

registration and fromthe nost recent poll list provided by
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the county clerk, and if the applicant is not listed on that
poll list then by tel ephoning the office of the county clerk.

Absentee voting procedures in the of fice of t he
muni ci pal, township and road district clerks shall be subject
to all of the applicable provisions of this Article 19.
Pol | wat chers may be appointed to observe in-person absentee
voting procedures at the office of the nunicipal, township or
road district <clerks' offices where such absentee voting is
conducted. Such pollwatchers shall qualify and be appointed
in the sanme nmnmanner as provided in Sections 7-34 and 17-23,
except each candidate, political party or organization of
citizens may appoint only one pollwatcher for each | ocation
where in-person absentee voting is conducted. Pol | wat cher s
shal | be residents of the county and possess valid
pol | wat cher credentials. All requirements in this Article
appl i cabl e to election authorities shall apply to the
respective |l ocal clerks, except where inconsistent with this
Secti on.

The sealed absentee ballots in their carrier envel ope
shall be delivered by the respective clerks, or by the
election authority on behalf of a clerk if the clerk and the
el ection authority agree, to the proper polling place before
the close of the polls on the day of the general primary,
consol i dated primary, consolidated, or general election.

Not nore than 23 days before the nonpartisan, general and
consol idated el ections, the county clerk shall nake avail abl e
to those nmunicipal, township and road district clerks
conducting in-person absentee voting wthin such county, a
sufficient nunber of appl i cations, absentee ball ots,
envel opes, and printed voting instruction slips for use by
absentee voters in the offices of such clerks. The respective
clerks shall receipt for all ballots received, shall return
all unused or spoiled ballots to the county clerk on the day

of the election and shall strictly account for all ballots
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recei ved.

The ballots delivered to the respective clerks shal
i ncl ude absent ee bal | ots for each precinct in the
muni ci pality, township or road district, or shall include
such separate bal |l ots for each political subdivision
conducting an election of officers or a referendum on that
el ection day as will permt any resident of the nunicipality,
township or road district to vote absentee in the office of
t he proper clerk.

The clerks of all nunicipalities, townships and road
districts may distribute applications for absentee ballot for

the wuse of voters who wish to mail such applications to the

appropriate election authority. Such applications for
absentee ballots shall be mde on forns provided by the
el ection authority. Duplication of such fornms by t he

muni ci pal, township or road district clerk is prohibited.

| n-person absentee voting nmay be conducted upon direct

recording electronic voting systens when approved by the

State Board of Elections, as prescribed in Section 24A-16,

and when the use of those systens is provided for by the

el ection authority, as prescribed in Section 24A-20.

(Source: P.A 91-210, eff. 1-1-00.)

(10 | LCS 5/ 24A-20)

Sec. 24A-20. State Board testing of electronic ball ot
forms using direct recording electronic voting systens. The
State Board of Elections may test direct recording electronic
voting systens. Testing by the State Board of El ections shal
include the operation of direct recording electronic voting
systens during a nock voting procedure and during a nock
contested election in which ballots are objected to or
recounted. The State Board of Elections shall certify to the
General Assenbly the results of any tests it perforns under

this Secti on. VWhen the State Board of Elections has
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deternmined that a direct recording electronic voting system

nmeet s t he requi renents of Secti on 24A-16, election

authorities may experinent with such equipnent during an

actual election by authorizing the use of such systemfor the

casting of in-person absentee votes as prescribed in Section

19-2. 1. No such system shall be used wthout the joint

approval of the State Board of Elections and the el ection

authority. Netwtthstandt ng-the-results-of-the---State--Board
of --Eleections--test--and--its--certifieatton--to--the-CGeneral
Assenbl y; - not hi ng-t n-t hi s- Seett on-shal | - aut hort ze- t he- use- - of
a--direet--recordi ng--electront e-vott ng-system unl ess-further
aut hort zed- by- t he- Gener al - Assenbl y-

(Source: P.A 90-745, eff. 8-14-98.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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