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AN ACT in relation to parenting.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act my be cited as the

Counci | on Responsi bl e Fat her hood Act.

Section 5. Purpose. The purpose of this Act is to
pronote the recognition of t he i nportance of t he
participation of both parents in the lives of their children.
Wiile social policy and practice have often focused on the
difficulties of raising a child in a single-parent famly and
have often created barriers to the involvenent of both
parents in their child s Iife, the purpose of this Act is to
pronote a social policy and practice that values t he

contribution that each parent brings to the famly unit.

Section 10. Fatherhood initiative.

(a) The purpose of this Act shall be inplenented through
a fatherhood initiative to be directed by the Council on
Responsi bl e Fat herhood created by this Act.

(b) The goals of +the fatherhood initiative are to
i ncrease the awareness of the problens created when a child
grows up wthout the presence of a responsible father; to

identify obstacles that inpede or prevent the involvenent of

responsible fathers in the Ilives of their children; to
identify strategies that are successful in over com ng
identified obst acl es and in encour agi ng responsi bl e

fatherhood; and to facilitate the transition fromcurrent
policies, perceptions, and practices that adversely affect
the participation of fathers in their children's lives to
policies, perceptions, and practices that pr onot e t he

contributions of responsi bl e fat hers. The fatherhood
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initiative nmust pronote positive interaction between fathers
and their children. Wile the enphasis of the program nust
be on the population of children whose famlies have received
or are receiving public assistance, the program may not
exclude other populations of children for which the program
IS appropriate.

(b) The fatherhood initiative nust include, but 1is not
l[imted to, the foll ow ng:

(1) The pronotion of public education concerning
t he fi nanci al and enot i onal responsibilities of
f at her hood.

(2) The provision of assistance to nen in preparing
for the legal, financial, and enotional responsibilities
of fatherhood.

(3) The pronotion of the establishnment of paternity
upon the birth of a child.

(4) The encouragenent of fathers in fostering an
enotional connection to children and providing financial
support to children.

(5 The establishnent of support nmechanisns for
fathers developing and maintaining relationships wth
their children.

(6) The identification and pronotion of nethods
t hat reduce the negative outcones experienced by children
affected by divorce, separation, and disputes concerning
custody and visitation.

(7) The integration of State and |ocal services

available to famlies

Section 15. Council on Responsi bl e Fat her hood.

(a) The Council on Responsible Fatherhood is created to
carry out the purposes, goals, and initiatives of this Act.
The Council consists of 21 nmenbers appointed by and serving

at the pleasure of the Governor. Menbers appointed by the
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Governor must be chosen on the basis of their interest in and
experience with children and famlies. In addition, the
Speaker of the House of Representative, the Mnority Leader
of the House of Representatives, the President of the Senate,
and the Mnority Leader of the Senate shall each appoint one
ex officio, non-voting nenber. The Governor nust choose one
menber of the Council to be the Chairperson. A nmgjority of
the nenbers appointed by the Governor constitutes a quorum
Menbers shall serve wthout conpensation, but may be
reinbursed for their actual expenses in carrying out their
duties as nenbers of the Council. The Departnent of Human
Services nust provide staff support to the Council
(b) The Council has the follow ng duties:

(1) To develop a conprehensive plan that pronotes
the positive involvenent of fathers in their <children's
lives.

(2) To eval uat e State pr ogr ans, gover nnment
policies, and community initiatives related to fatherhood
and to nake recommendations regarding those prograns,
policies, and initiatives to the Governor and the Ceneral
Assenbl y.

(3) To convene a statew de synposiumin order to
di scuss and resolve issues related to responsi bl e
fatherhood and the inportance of the participation of
both parents in their children's |ives.

(4) Subject to appropriation, to develop criteria
for and to issue requests for proposals for grants for
responsi bl e fatherhood projects that are approved by the
Counci | .

(5 To receive grants, contributions, and other
funds for the purpose of projects and activities related
to responsi bl e fatherhood.

(6) To submt a report, on or before January 1 of

each year, to the Governor and the General Assenbly
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concerning its findings and recomendati ons.

Section 20. Responsi bl e Fat herhood Fund. G ants,
contributions, and other funds received by the Council on
Responsi bl e Fat her hood nmust be deposited into the Responsible
Fat her hood Fund, a special fund created in the State
treasury, and, subject to appropriation and as directed by

the Council may be expended for the purposes of this Act.

Section 25. Repeal. This Act is repealed on July 1,
2004.

Section 90. The State Finance Act is anended by adding

Section 5.570 as foll ows:

(30 ILCS 105/5.570 new)
Sec. 5.570. The Responsi bl e Fat her hood Fund.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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