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AN ACT concerni ng natural resources.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Departnent of Natural Resources Act is

anended by changi ng Section 1-15 as foll ows:

(20 I'LCS 801/ 1-15)

Sec. 1-15. Ceneral powers and duties.

(a) It shall be the duty of t he Depar t ment to
investigate practical problens, inplenent studies, conduct
research and provide assistance, information and dat a
relating to the technology and adm ni stration of the natural
hi story, entonol ogy, zool ogy, and botany of this State; the
geology and natural resources of this State; the water and
at nospheric resources of this State; and the archeol ogi cal
and cultural history of this State.

(b) The Departnent (i) shall obtain, store, and process
rel evant data; recommend technol ogical, admnistrative, and
| egislative changes and devel opnents; cooperate with other
federal, state, and |ocal governnental research agencies,
facilities, or institutes in the selection of projects for
study; cooperate with the Board of Hi gher Education and wth
the public and private colleges and universities in this
State in devel oping relevant interdisciplinary approaches to
problens; and evaluate curricula at all levels of education
and provide assistance to instructors; and (ii) nay sponsor
an annual conference of |eaders in governnent, industry,
heal th, and education to evaluate the state of this State's
envi ronment and natural resources.

(c) The Director, in accordance with the Personnel Code,
shall enploy such personnel, provide such facilities, and

contract for such outside services as may be necessary to
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carry out the purposes of the Departnent. Mxi nmum use shal
be made of existing federal and state agencies, facilities,
and personnel in conducting research under this Act.

(d) In additionto its other powers, the Departnent has
the foll owi ng powers

(1) To obtain, store, process, and provide data and
information related to the powers and duties of the

Department under this Act. This subdivision (d)(1) does

not give authority to the Departnment to require reports

from nongovernnmental sources or entities.
(2) To cooperate with and support the Illinois

Science and Technology Advisory Commttee and t he

II'linois Coalition for the purpose of facilitating the

effective operations and activities of such entities.

Support may include, but need not be limted to,

provi di ng space for the operations of the Commttee and

the Illinois Coalition.

(e) The Departnent is authorized to nake grants to | ocal
not-for-profit organi zations for the purposes of devel opnent,
mai nt enance and study of wetl and areas.

(f) The Departnent has the authority to accept, receive
and adm ni ster on behalf of the State any gifts, bequests,
donations, incone fromproperty rental and endowrents. Any
such funds received by the Departnent shall be deposited into
the Natural Resources Fund, a special fund which is hereby
created in the State treasury, and used for the purposes of
this Act or, when appropriate, for such purposes and under
such restrictions, terns and conditions as are predeterm ned
by the donor or grantor of such funds or property. Any
accrued interest from noney deposited into the Natural
Resources Fund shall be reinvested into the Fund and used in
the sane manner as the principal. The Director shall maintain
records which account for and assure that restricted funds or

property are disbursed or used pursuant to the restrictions,
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terns or conditions of the donor.

(g) The Depar t ment shall recognize, preserve, and
pronote our special heritage of recreational hunting and
trapping by providing opportunities to hunt and trap in
accordance with the Wldlife Code.

(Source: P.A 91-357, eff. 7-29-99; 91-582, eff. 8-14-99.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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