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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The nenbers of t he Il1inois House  of
Representatives are saddened to learn of the passing of
Euni ce Kelly Hammer of Chicago, who passed away WMarch 7,
2002; and

WHEREAS, M's. Hamer was born February 27, 1926, in
Chi cago, the daughter of Eddy Smth and Shannon McM | an; her
early years were spent at Hartzell Menorial United Methodist
Church in Chicago where she professed a | ove of Christ as her

personal Savior; and

WHEREAS, M's. Hammer grew up in the Bronzeville area and
graduated from Wendell Phillips H gh School at a tinme when

several prom nent Chicagoans attended; and

WHEREAS, Euni ce Hamer net and fell in |ove with Theodore
Leon Evans, and out of this union was born her son, Theodore;
she later married Max Kelly, and fromthis union was born her
daughter, Shirley Fae, who was naned in nenory of Ms.

Hammer's sister, who preceded her in death; and

VWHEREAS, M's. Hammer developed a passion for business
whil e conpleting several courses at Roosevelt University; she
applied her talent 1in business adm nistration working for
Evans Furrier, Allied Electronics, and Leon L. Mitts Conpany;

and

WHEREAS, In the early 1960s, Eunice Hammer wor ked sever al
years for South Central Muisic Conpany under Moses Profitt and
Mar ge Robi nson; shortly thereafter, she net Lee Hammer, whom
she later married; during the fall of 1966, they opened the
Shel ter Lounge together, and later, during the 1980s, added
the Shelter Deli; after many years of hard work, the Shelter
Deli and Lounge becane w dely known as one of the business

pioneers in the comunity wth enphasis on cleanliness,
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professionalism and courtesy; it has becone an anchor in
Chatham and throughout the vyears has entertained many
celebrities, politicians, musi ci ans, and busi ness

professionals fromall over the world; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Hamer had an enthusiastic |ove for the
gane of golf and played the links in and around Chicago for
fifty years; for many consecutive years, she joined the "Snow
Birds" in Mam for a vigorous two weeks of golf on the
Chitlin Grcuit Golf Tournanent; Ms. Hammer was an avid
reader of current events and had an interest in the economc
and soci al progress of African Anerican peopl e; she devel oped
friendships with several celebrities, including Sarah Vaughn,
Johnny Hartman, Redd Foxx, Billie Holliday, Count Basie,

Dor ot hy Donagan, and Al Hibler, just to nane a few, and

VWHEREAS, Eunice Kelly Hammer will be deeply m ssed by her
famly and friends, especially her son, Theodore Evans; her
daughter, Shirley Kelly; her granddaughters, Kyra Evans and
Tayl or Kelly; her daughter-in-law, Valerie Tyler Evans; and

a host of famly and friends; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we nourn, along wth all those who knew her and | oved her,
the death of Eunice Kelly Hammer of Chicago; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the famly of Eunice Kelly Hammer with our nost

si ncere condol ences.
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