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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, Dennie Bridges, Illinois Wsleyan University
athletic director and coach of the Titans basketball team

has announced his retirenent as coach after 36 seasons; and

WHEREAS, Coach Bridges is a native of Anchor, |Illinois;
as a student at Illinois Wsleyan University he was a
four-year letterman and starter in basketball and basebal
and a three-year f oot bal | | etterman (all -conference

quarterback); he was a two-year captain, nost valuable
pl ayer, and all-conference player while playing basketball;
he is currently 40th in school scoring history wth 926

career points; and

WHEREAS, After graduation in 1961, Dennie Bridges coached
at Plainfield Hgh School for three years; he returned to
II'linois Wesleyan University in 1964 as assistant basket bal

and head tennis coach; in the 1965-1966 season he becane head

basketball coach, l|eading the Titans to a sixth College
Conference of Illinois and Wsconsin (CCIW chanpionship in
seven years; in 1981 he becane the athletic director at

[1'linois Wesleyan University; and

WHEREAS, As athletic director, Coach Bridges has added
wonen's varsity swnmmng, wonmen's soccer, wWonmen's Cross
country, and wonen's golf; he has seen the return of nen's
varsity swimm ng, and added nen's soccer as a varsity sport;
the construction of the Shirk Center and Fort Natatorium was
conpleted during his tine as athletic director; he was active
in fundraising for the Jack Horenberger Baseball Field, which
opened in April of 1999 and vyielded new facilities 1in
softball, the Neis Soccer Field, and renovations of the
football field and outdoor track; Coach Bridges will continue
his responsibilities as athletic di rector after hi s

retirement from coaching, and the staff and students at
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II'linois Wsleyan University can |ook forward to t he

conti nued success of this position; and

VWHEREAS, Coach Bridges has a career coaching record of
667-319; this season the team finished 24-7 and placed third
in the national Division IIl tournanent; the 1997 team won
the Division Il title, earning himD vision 11l "Coach of
the Year" honors; and his 1996 teamalso won a third place

national finish; and

VWHEREAS, Coach Bridges is one of only 22 college coaches
with nore than 650 victories and retires as the w nni ngest
active coach in NCAA Division Il nen's basketball and he is
second in Division Ill history; Coach Bridges has coached in
the CCl Wl onger and won nore | eague chanpionships than any
other coach in CCIW history; he has a |eague record of

421-129 with 17 titles; and

WHEREAS, Coach Bridges has coached teans into t he
National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics national
t our nanment seven tinmes and conpiled a record of 23-11 in NAIA
postseason play, wth tw of his teans reachi ng t he

quarterfinals; Coach Bridges has conducted basketball clinics

in Brazil, New Zeal and, and Australia; he is a nenber of the
I1l1inois Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fane; he
received the |I1llinois Basketball Coaches Association Buzzy

O Connor award for neritorious service; and he has been the

State's Division IlIl Coach of the Year many tines; and

WHEREAS, Coach Bridges has been an excellent role nodel
for the young men he has worked with at |Illinois Wesleyan
University; he has had a positive effect in the shaping of

their futures; and he has been a great sportsman; and

WHEREAS, Coach Dennie Bridges and his wfe, R ta have
three children, Angie, Steve, and Eric; they are the proud

grandparents of Alyssa, Carly, Keegan, and Summer; therefore,
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be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we congratulate Coach Dennie Bridges on his successful
coaching career at Illinois Wesleyan University and wi sh him
nothing but the best in his future endeavors; and be it

further

RESCLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be

presented to Coach Denni e Bridges.
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