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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, Congestive heart failure is a mjor health
problem that inpacts five mllion Anericans, or 1.5% of the

United States popul ation; and

VWHEREAS, Each year there 550,000 new cases of congestive
heart failure diagnosed, with 200,000 deaths and one mllion

hospi talizations per year due to the di sease; and

WHEREAS, Congestive heart failure is the | eading cause of

hospitalization in patients over the age of 65; and

WHEREAS, Congestive heart failure patients with the nost
severe synptons have approximately 50% one-year surviva
rates and half of patients with even mld disease die wthin

5 years; and

WHEREAS, The vast mgjority of patients are not diagnosed

until late in the course of the di sease; and

WHEREAS, A conservative estimate of annual U S. health
expenditures for congestive heart failure is in excess of ten
billion dollars, wth the Jlargest portion, eight billion
dol | ars of this expendi ture, for t he cost of

hospi talizations; and

WHEREAS, Al though current treatnment guidelines reconmend
that approximately 80% of heart failure patients receive ACE
inhibitors in conbination with beta bl ockers to extend life
and reduce costly hospitalizations, but only 45% of patients
are treated wth ACE inhibitors and 20% of patients receive

beta bl ockers; and

WHEREAS, The primary goals of "National Heart Failure
Awar eness Week" are (1) to pronote research related to al
aspects of heart failure and provide a forumfor presentation

of that research; (2) to educate heart failure caregivers and
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patients through progranms, publications, and other nedia
allowng for nore effective treatnent and di agnosis of heart
failure; and (3) to enhance the quality and duration of life

for those with heart failure; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- FI RST GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we endorse the national proclamation of National Heart

Fai | ure Awar eness Week; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Secretary of the Department of Public
Health transmt the treatnent guidelines for congestive heart
failure, published by the Heart Failure Society of Anerica,
Inc., to the appropriate health care professionals in the
State of Illinois, while wurging their adoption of these

guidelines in their practice; and be it further

RESOLVED, That physicians and payers shoul d be encouraged
to prescribe or provide reinbursenent for the standard of
care for congestive failure, including FDA approved beta
bl ockers and ACE inhibitors as well as other therapies that
have been shown to reduce the nortality and norbidity

associ ated with congestive heart failure; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Illinois General Assenbly endorses the
inclusion of the latest treatnment advances for congestive
heart failure, including ACE inhibitor and beta bl ocker
therapies in the curriculumof nedical schools in the State

of Illinois.
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