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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of the Illinois General Assenbly are
proud to recogni ze organizations in Illinois that contribute
to the inprovenent and mai ntenance of our natural resources;

and

WHEREAS, It has conme to our attention that the Shabbona
Lake Sportsman Club is celebrating its 20th anniversary on

May 4, 2002; and

WHEREAS, The Sportsman C ub has received nunmerous awards
and citations over the last twenty years, including tw ce
being recognized by the Illinois Departnment of Natural
Resources for special projects; the Cdub has also been

featured i n many newspaper and fishing nagazine articles; and

VWHEREAS, Shabbona Lake was built in the early 1970s; it
is a 318 acre mannmade i npoundnent |ocated halfway between
Rockford and Chicago; Shabbona Lake draws about 400, 000
visitors a year and has produced 4 State of Illinois Record
Muskies, giving the lake its nicknane, "Miskie Capitol of

[llinois"; and

WHEREAS, The Shabbona Lake Sportsman Club is the only
fishing and hunting Club in the United States that was forned
for the sole purpose of helping a State Park; in My, 1982,
t he superintendent at Shabbona Lake State Park asked [ ocal
fishermen to nmeet wth himto discuss volunteerismto keep
the park open during a time of financial crisis in |Illinois;

and

WHEREAS, From the approximately thirty fisherman and
hunters that originally forned the Shabbona Lake Sportsnman
Cl ub, a nmenbership of about 100 has hel d steady over the past

twenty years; and

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of the Shabbona Lake Sportsman d ub
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have volunteered their tine and effort to nmake Shabbona Lake
a better fishery not only for thenselves, but also for the
t housands of visitors to the park; sonme of their many
acconplishnments include building a Walleye Rearing pond on
site, which was duplicated by many other state parks |Ilater

establishing a Reward programto report poachers or violators
of fish and ganme |aws, another concept duplicated in
I1linois, called "Poacher's Hotline", and coordinating youth
fishing clinics, which led to the first ever Youth Fishing
League, conplete wth teanms, trophies, and prizes; the
Sportsman Cl ub al so assisted with handi capped fi sherman, both

young and ol d; and

VWHEREAS, The Shabbona Lake Sportsman Cub has raised
several thousand dollars and received various grants to fund
i nprovenents on the | ake; the nenbers have coordinated and
volunteered nuch of their time to ensure that there wll

al ways be good fishing at Shabbona Lake; and

WHEREAS, For their exceptional volunteer efforts, the
menbers of the Shabbona Lake Sportsman C ub were recognized
by the Illinois Departnment of Natural Resources and received
t he "Qutstanding Volunteers of the Year Award"” in 1999 and

2001; therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE
SENATE CONCURRI NG HEREI' N, that we congratul ate the nenbers of
the Shabbona Lake Sportsman Cub for their outstanding
vol unteer services and the fine exanples they have set for

sportsnmen and communities across Illinois; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the Shabbona Lake Sportsman C ub as an

expression of our esteem
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