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AN ACT inrelation to health facilities.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The MNursing Honme Care Act is anended by
changi ng Section 2-203 and addi ng Section 2-203.5 as foll ows:

(210 ILCS 45/2-203) (fromCh. 111 1/2, par. 4152-203)

Sec. 2-20S. Each facility shall establish a residents’
advi sory council. The adm nistrator shall designate a nenber
of the facility staff to coordinate the establishnent of, and
render assistance to, the council.

(a) The econposition--of-the residents' advisory counci

shall be conposed of 5 resident nenbers elected by the

residents of the facility. If there are not 5 residents

capabl e of f uncti oni ng on t he counci |, resi dents'

representatives may serve in the place of the necessary

nunber of residents. speecttted-by-Departarent-regul atton; - but

No enpl oyee or affiliate of a facility shall be a nenber of

any council, but such enployees or affiliates nay attend a

counci | meeting to discuss interests or functi ons of

non-nenbers when invited to do so by a mpjority of the

counci | .

(a-5) A facility having 200 or nore beds nmy establish

addi ti onal resi dents' advi sory councils for various smaller

units within the facility. If a facility establishes such an

additional council for a wunit wthin the facility, the

facility must ensure that the unit is still represented on

the facility residents' advisory council serving the entire

(b) The council shall neet at |east once each nonth with
the staff coordinator who shall provide assistance to the

council in preparing and dissemnating a report of each
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meeting to all residents, the adm nistrator, and the staff.

Al council meetings nust be open to participation by al

residents of the facility (or by all residents of a smaller

unit within the facility in the case of a council established

for that wunit under paragraph (a-5)) and by nenbers of the

residents' fanlies.

(c) Records of the council neetings will be maintained
in the office of the adm nistrator.

(d) The residents' advisory council may comrunicate to
the adm ni strator the opinions and concerns of the residents.
The council shall review procedures for inplenenting resident
rights, facility responsibilities and nake recomendations
for changes or additions which will strengthen the facility's
policies and procedures as they affect residents' rights and
facility responsibilities.

(e) The council shall do the follow ng: be-a-feorumfor:

(1) Obtain Obtaining and dissenm nate dissentnating

i nformation.:

(2) Solicit Seltetting and adopt adeopt i ng
recommendat i ons for facility program ng and
i nprovenents. :

(3) Pronptly identify problens Early-tdentifiecatton

and nake recommendations for the feor-reconnendi ng orderly

(f) The council may present conplaints as provided in
Section 3-702 on behalf of a resident to the Departnent, the
Long-Term Care Facility Advisory Board created by Section
2-204, or to any other person it considers appropriate.

(Source: P.A 81-223.)

(210 ILCS 45/ 2-203.5 new)

Sec. 2-203.5. Community |iaisons. Each facility nust

develop and inmplenent a plan for ensuring liaison with

concerned individuals and groups in the Jlocal community in
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which the facility is |located. The plan may include, but need

not be linted to, the foll owing features:

(1) Establishing a separate comunity advisory

group conposed of persons chosen by the residents of the

(2) Establishing a relationship with a church or

civic group, in which the church or civic group provides

appropri ate social or other services for the residents of

the facility.

(3) Establishing a famly council conposed of

famly nenmbers and friends of residents who live in the
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