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AN ACT relating to the licensure of nurses.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Nursing and Advanced Practice Nursing Act
i s anended by changi ng Sections 5-10, 5-15, and 10-30, and by

adding Title 11 as foll ows:

(225 | LCS 65/5-10)

Sec. 5-10. Definitions. Each of the follow ng terns,
when used in this Act, shall have the neaning ascribed to it
in this Section, except where the context clearly indicates
ot herw se:

(a) "Departnment” nmeans the Departnent of Professiona
Regul at i on.

(b) "Director" means the Director of Professional
Regul at i on.

(c) "Board" means the Board of Nursing appointed by the
Director.

(d) "Academ c vyear" neans the custonmary annual schedul e
of courses at a college, wuniversity, or approved school,
customarily regarded as the school year as distinguished from
t he cal endar year.

(e) "Approved program of professional nursing education”
and "approved program of practical nursing education" are
prograns of professional or practical nursing, respectively,
approved by the Departnent under the provisions of this Act.

(f) "Nursing Act Coor di nat or " means a registered
pr of essi onal nurse appointed by the Director to carry out the
adm ni strative policies of the Departnent.

(g) "Assistant Nursing Act Coor di nator" means a
regi stered professional nurse appointed by the Director to

assist in carrying out the admnistrative policies of the
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Depart nent .
(h) "Registered" is the equivalent of "licensed".
(1) "Practical nurse" or "licensed practical nurse"

means a person who is licensed as a practical nurse under

this Act or holds the privilege to practice wunder this Act

and practices practical nursing as defined in paragraph (j)

of this Section. Only a practical nurse licensed or granted

the privilege to practice under this Act is entitled to use

the title "licensed practical nurse" and the abbreviation
"L.P.N.".

(j) "Practical nursing" neans the performance of nursing
acts requiring the basic nursing know edge, judgenent, and
skill acquired by neans of conpletion of an approved
practi cal nursing education program Practical nursing
i ncl udes assisting in the nursing process as del egated by and
under the direction of a registered professional nurse. The
practical nurse may work under the direction of a |icensed
physi ci an, dentist, podiatrist, or ot her heal th care
pr of essi onal determ ned by the Departnent.

(k) "Registered Nur se" or "Registered Professional
Nurse" neans a person who is |licensed as a professional nurse

under this Act or holds the privilege to practice under this

Act and practices nursing as defined in paragraph (lI) of this

Section. Only a registered nurse licensed or granted the

privilege to practice under this Act is entitled to use the

titles "registered nurse" and "registered professional nurse"
and the abbreviation, "R N ".

(') "Registered professional nursing practice" includes
all nursing specialities and neans the performance of any
nursing act based upon professional know edge, judgnent, and
skills acquired by neans of conpletion of an approved
regi stered professional nursing educati on program A
regi stered pr of essi onal nurse provi des nur si ng care

enphasi zi ng t he i nportance of t he whol e and t he
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i nterdependence of its parts through the nursing process to
i ndi vidual s, groups, famlies, or comunities, that includes
but is not limted to: (1) the assessnent of healthcare
needs, nursing diagnosis, planning, inplenentation, and
nursing evaluation; (2) the pronotion, maintenance, and
restoration of health; (3) counseling, patient education,
heal t h educati on, and pati ent advocacy; (4) t he
adm ni stration of nedications and treatnents as prescri bed by
a physician licensed to practice nedicine in all of its
branches, a licensed dentist, a licensed podiatrist, or a
i censed optonetri st or as prescribed by a physician
assistant in accordance wth witten guidelines required
under the Physician Assistant Practice Act of 1987 or by an
advanced practice nurse in accordance wth a witten
col | aborative agreenent required wunder the Nursing and
Advanced Practice MNursing Act; (5) the coordination and
managenent of the nursing plan of care; (6) the delegation to
and supervision of individuals who assist the registered
prof essional nurse inplenmenting the plan of care; and (7)
teaching and supervision of nursing students. The foregoing
shall not be deenmed to include those acts of nedical
di agnosis or prescription of therapeutic or corrective
measures that are properly performed only by physicians
licensed in the State of Illinois.

(m "Current nursing practice update course" neans a
pl anned nur si ng educati on curriculum approved by the
Departnent consisting of activities that have educational
obj ectives, instructional nethods, content or subject matter,
clinical practice, and evaluation nethods, related to basic
review and updating content and specifically planned for
those nurses previously licensed in the United States or its
territories and preparing for reentry into nursing practice.

(n) "Professional assistance programfor nurses" neans a

pr of essi onal assi stance program that neet s criteria
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established by the Board of Nursing and approved by the
Director, whi ch provi des a non-disciplinary treatnent
approach for nurses licensed under this Act whose ability to
practice is conpromsed by alcohol or chem cal substance
addi cti on.

(o) "Privilege to practice" neans the authorization to

practice as a practical nurse or a reqistered nurse in the

state under the Nurse Licensure Conpact set forth in Title 11

of this Act.

(p) "License" or "Licensed" neans the perni ssion granted

a person to practice nursing under this Act, including the

privilege to practice.

(g) "Licensee" neans a person who has been issued a

license to practice nursing in the state or who holds the

privilege to practice nursing in the state.

(Source: P.A 90-61, eff. 12-30-97; 90-248, eff. 1-1-98;
90- 655, eff. 7-30-98; 90-742, eff. 8-13-98.)

(225 | LCS 65/ 5- 15)

Sec. 5-15. Policy; application of Act. For the protection
of life and the pronotion of health, and the prevention of
il ness and conmmunicabl e di seases, any person practicing or
offering to practice professional and practical nursing in
I1linois shall submt evidence that he or she is qualified to

practice, and shall be Ilicensed or hold the privilege to

practice as provided wunder this Act. No person shal
practice or offer to practice professional or practical
nursing in lllinois or use any title, sign, card or device to
indicate that such a person is practicing professional or
practical nursing unless such person has been |icensed or

holds the privilege to practice under the provisions of this

Act .
This Act does not prohibit the foll ow ng:

(a) The practice of nursing in Federal enploynent
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in the discharge of the enployee's duties by a person who
is enployed by the United States governnment or any
bureau, division or agency thereof and is a legally
qualified and licensed nurse of another state or
territory and not in conflict with Sections 10-5, 10-30,
and 10-45 of this Act.

(b) Nursing that is included in their program of
study by students enrolled in prograns of nursing or in
current nurse practice wupdate courses approved by the
Depart nent .

(c) The furnishing of nursing assistance in an
enmer gency.

(d) The practice of nursing by a nurse who hol ds an
active license in another state when providing services
to patients in Illinois during a bonafide energency or in
i mredi ate preparation for or during interstate transit.

(e) The incidental care of the sick by nenbers of
the famly, donmestic servants or housekeepers, or care of
the sick where treatnent is by prayer or spiritual neans.

(f) Persons from being enployed as nursing aides,
attendants, orderlies, and other auxiliary workers in
private homes, long term care facilities, nurseries,
hospitals or other institutions.

(g) The practice of practical nursing by one who

has applied in witing to the Departnent in form and

substance satisfactory to the Departnent, for a |icense
as a licensed practical nurse and who has conplied with
all the provisions wunder Section 10-30, except the

passi ng of an exam nation to be eligible to receive such
license, until: the decision of the Departnment that the
applicant has failed to pass t he next avai l abl e
exam nation authorized by the Departnent or has fail ed,
wi t hout an approved excuse, to take the next available

exam nation authorized by the Department or until the
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wi thdrawal of the application, but not to exceed 3
nont hs. No applicant for licensure practicing under the
provisions of this paragraph shall practice practical
nur si ng except under the direct supervision of a
regi stered professional nurse |licensed under this Act or
a licensed physician, dentist or podiatrist. In no
i nstance shall any such applicant practice or be enpl oyed
I n any supervisory capacity.

(h) The practice of practical nursing by one who is
a licensed practical nurse under the | aws of another U. S.
jurisdiction and has applied in witing to t he
Department, in form and substance satisfactory to the
Department, for a license as a licensed practical nurse
and who is qualified to receive such |icense under
Section 10-30, until (1) the expiration of 6 nonths after
the filing of such witten appl i cation, (2) t he
wi t hdrawal of such application, or (3) the denial of such
application by the Departnent.

(1) The practice of professional nursing by one who
has applied in witing to the Departnent in form and
subst ance satisfactory to the Departnent for a |license as
a regi stered professional nurse and has conplied with al
t he provisions under Section 10-30 except the passing of
an examnation to be eligible to receive such |icense,
until the decision of the Departnent that the applicant
has failed to pass the next available exam nation
aut hori zed by the Departnent or has failed, wthout an
approved excuse, to take the next avail abl e exam nation
aut horized by the Departnment or until the wthdrawal of
t he application, but not to exceed 3 nonths. No
applicant for licensure practicing under the provisions
of this paragraph shall practice professional nursing
except under the direct supervision of a registered

professional nurse licensed wunder this Act. In no
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i nstance shall any such applicant practice or be enpl oyed
I n any supervisory capacity.

(j) The practice of professional nursing by one who
is a registered professional nurse under the |aws of
anot her state, territory of the United States or country
and has applied in witing to the Departnment, in form and
substance satisfactory to the Departnment, for a |license
as a registered professional nurse and who is qualified
to receive such license under Section 10-30, until (1)
the expiration of 6 nonths after the filing of such
witten appl i cation, (2) the wthdrawal of such
application, or (3) the denial of such application by the
Depart nent .

(k) The practice of professional nursing that 1is
included in a program of study by one who is a registered
professional nurse under the |aws of another state or
territory of the United States or foreign country,
territory or province and who is enrolled in a graduate
nursi ng education programor a programfor the conpletion
of a baccalaureate nursing degree in this State, which
i ncludes clinical supervision by faculty as determ ned by
t he educational institution offering the programand the
health care organization where the practice of nursing
occurs. The educational institution will file wth the
Departnent each academc term a list of the nanmes and
origin of license of all professional nurses practicing
nursing as part of their prograns under this provision.

(') Any person licensed in this State under any
other Act fromengaging in the practice for which she or
he is licensed.

(m Delegation to authorized direct care staff
trained under Section 15.4 of the Mental Health and
Devel opnmental Disabilities Adm nistrative Act.

An applicant for license practicing under the exceptions
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set forth in subparagraphs (g), (h), (i), and (j) of this
Section shall use the title RN Lic. Pend. or L.P.N Lic.
Pend. respectively and no ot her.

(Source: P.A 90-61, eff. 12-30-97; 90-248, eff. 1-1-98;
90- 655, eff. 7-30-98; 90-742, eff. 8-13-98; 91-630, eff.
8-19-99.)

(225 1LCS 65/ 10-30)

Sec. 10-30. Qualifications for |icensure.

(a) Each appl i cant who successful ly neet s t he
requirenents of this Section shall be entitled to |licensure
as a Registered Nurse or Licensed Practical Nurse, whichever
is applicable.

(b) An applicant for |icensure by exam nation to
practice as a registered nurse or |icensed practical nurse
shal | :

(1) submt a conpleted witten application, on
forms provided by the Departnent and fees as established
by the Departnent;

(2) for registered nurse |licensure, have conpl eted
an approved professional nursing education program of not
| ess than 2 academ ¢ years and have graduated from the
program for licensed practical nurse |icensure, have
conpl eted an approved practical nursing education program
of not |ess than one academ c year and have g¢raduated
fromthe program

(3) have not violated the provisions of Section
10-45 of this Act. The Departnment may take into
consi deration any felony conviction of the applicant, but
such a conviction shall not operate as an absolute bar to
i censure;

(4) neet all other requirenents as established by
rul e;

(5 pay, either to the Departnent or its designated
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testing service, a fee covering the cost of providing the
exam nation. Failure to appear for the exam nation on the
schedul ed date at the tinme and place specified after the
applicant's application for exam nation has been received
and acknowl edged by the Departnent or the designated
testing service shall result in the forfeiture of the
exam nation fee.

If an applicant neglects, fails, or refuses to take an
exam nation or fails to pass an examnation for a |icense
under this Act wthin 3 years after filing the application,
the application shall be denied. However, the applicant may
make a new application acconpanied by the required fee and
provi de evidence of neeting the requirenents in force at the
time of the new application.

An applicant shall have one year from the date of
notification of successful conpletion of the examnation to
apply to the Departnent for a license. |If an applicant fails
to apply within one year, the applicant shall be required to
again take and pass the examnation unless Ilicensed in
another jurisdiction of the United States within one year of
passi ng the exam nati on.

(c) An applicant for Ilicensure who is a registered
professional nurse or a |licensed practical nurse |licensed by
exam nation under the |aws of another state or territory of
the United States shall:

(1) submt a conpleted witten application, on
forms supplied by the Departnent, and fees as established
by the Departnent;

(2) for registered nurse |licensure, have conpl eted
an approved professional nursing education program of not
| ess than 2 academ ¢ years and have graduated from the
program for licensed practical nurse |icensure, have
conpl eted an approved practical nursing education program

of not |ess than one academ c year and have graduated
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fromthe program

(3) submt verification of i censure st at us
directly from the Uni ted States jurisdiction of
I i censure;

(4) bhave passed the exam nation authorized by the

Depart nent;

(5 neet all other requirenents as established by
rule.
(d) Al applicants for |I|icensure pursuant to this

Section who are graduates of nursing educational prograns in
a country other than the United States or its territories
must submt to the Departnent certification of successful
conpl etion of the Comm ssion of G aduates of Foreign Nursing
Schools (CGFNS) exam nation. An applicant, who is unable to
provi de appropriate docunentation to satisfy CG-NS of her or
his educational qualifications for the CG-NS exam nati on,
shall be required to pass an exam nation to test conpetency
in the English |anguage which shall be prescribed by the
Departnent, if the applicant is determ ned by the Board to be
educationally prepared in nursing. The Board shall nmake
appropriate i nquiry into the reasons for any adverse
determ nati on by CGFNS before nmaking its own deci sion.

An applicant licensed in another state or territory who
is applying for licensure and has received her or his
education in a country other than the United States or its
territories shall be exenpt from the conpletion of the
Comm ssion of G aduates of Foreign Nursing Schools (CGENS)
exam nation if the applicant neets all of the follow ng
requirenents:

(1) successful passage of the |icensure exam nation
aut hori zed by the Departnent;

(2) holds an active, unencunbered i cense in
anot her state; and

(3) has been actively practicing for a mni numof 2
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years in another state.

(e) No applicant shall be issued a license as a
regi stered nurse or practical nurse under this Section unless
he or she has passed the examnation authorized by the
Departnent wthin 3 years of conpletion and graduation from
an approved nursing education program unless such applicant
submts pr oof of successf ul conpl etion of a
Depart nment - aut hori zed renedial nursing education program or
reconpl etion of an approved registered nursing program or
i censed practical nursing program as appropriate.

(f) Pending the issuance of a |icense under subsection
(b) of this Section, the Departnent may grant an applicant a
tenporary |license to practice nursing as a regi stered nurse
or as a licensed practical nurse if +the Departnment is
satisfied that the applicant holds an active, unencunbered
license in good standing in another jurisdiction. If the
applicant holds nore than one current active |icense, or one

or nore active tenporary |licenses from other jurisdictions,

the Departnment shall not issue a tenporary license until it
is satisfied that each current active Ilicense held by the
applicant s unencunbered. The tenporary |I|icense, which

shall be issued no later than 14 working days follow ng
recei pt by the Departnent of an application for the tenporary
license, shall be granted wupon the subm ssion of the
follow ng to the Departnent:

(1) a signed and conpl et ed application for
Iicensure wunder subsection (a) of this Section as a
regi stered nurse or a licensed practical nurse;

(2) proof of a current, active license in at |east
one other jurisdiction and proof that each current active
license or tenporary |license held by the applicant is
unencunber ed;

(3) a signed and conpleted application for a

tenporary |icense; and
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(4) the required permt fee.

(g) The Departnent may refuse to issue an applicant a
tenporary |license authorized pursuant to this Section if,
W t hin 14 wor ki ng days followng its receipt of an
application for a t enporary | i cense, t he Depart nment
determ nes that:

(1) the applicant has been convicted of a crine
under the laws of a jurisdiction of the United States:
(1) which is a felony; or (ii) which is a m sdeneanor
directly related to the practice of the profession,
within the last 5 years;

(2) wthin the last 5 years the applicant has had a
license or permt related to the practice of nursing
revoked, suspended, or placed on probation by another
jurisdiction, if at least one of the grounds for
revoki ng, suspending, or placing on probation is the sanme
or substantially equivalent to grounds in Illinois; or

(3) it intends to deny licensure by endorsenent.

For purposes of this Section, an "unencunbered |icense"
means a |icense agai nst which no disciplinary action has been
taken or is pending and for which all fees and charges are
paid and current.

(h) The Departnment may revoke a tenporary license issued
pursuant to this Section if:

(1) it determnes that the applicant has been
convicted of a crime under the |law of any jurisdiction of
the United States that is (i) a felony or (ii) a
m sdeneanor directly related to the practice of the
profession, within the last 5 years;

(2) it determnes that within the last 5 years the
applicant has had a license or permt related to the
practice of nursing revoked, suspended, or placed on
probation by another jurisdiction, if at |east one of the

grounds for revoking, suspending, or placing on probation
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31

is the same or substantially equivalent to grounds in
[1linois; or

(3) it determnes that it intends to deny licensure
by endorsenent.

A tenporary license or renewed tenporary |icense shal
expire (i) upon issuance of an Illinois license or (ii) upon
notification that the Departnent intends to deny |icensure by
endorsenent. A tenporary license shall expire 6 nonths from
the date of issuance. Further renewal may be granted by the
Departnent in hardship cases, as defined by rule. However, a
tenporary license shall automatically expire upon issuance of
the Illinois license or upon notification that the Departnent
intends to deny licensure, whichever occurs first. No
extensi ons shall be granted beyond the 6-nonth period unless
approved by the D rector. Notification by the Departnent
under this Section shall be by certified or registered mail.

(i) A practical nurse licensed by a party state to the

Nurse Licensure Conpact set forth in Title 11 of this Act is

granted the privilege to practice practical nursing in this

St at e. A regi stered nurse licensed by a party state to the

Nurse Licensure Conpact set forth in Title 11 of this Act is

granted the privilege to practice reqistered nursing in this

State. A practical nurse or registered nurse who has been

granted the privilege to practice nursing in this State under

this subsection, shall notify the Departnent, prior to

commencing employnent in this State as a practical or

regi stered nurse, of the identity and | ocation of the nurse's

pr ospective enpl oyer.

(Source: P.A 90-61, eff. 12-30-97; 90-742, eff. 8-13-98.)

(225 ILCS 65/ Titl e headi ng new

TITLE 11. NURSE LI CENSURE COVPACT
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(225 I LCS 65/11-1 new)

Sec. 11-1. Nurse Licensure Conpact. The nurse licensure

conpact is entered into and enacted into law wth al

jurisdictions that leqgally join in the conpact, which is, in

formsubstantially as contained in this Title.

(225 I LCS 65/ 11-5 new)
Sec. 11-5. Fi ndi ngs and Pur pose.

(a) The party states find all of the foll ow ng:

(1) The health and safety of the public are

affected by the deqree of conmpliance with and the

effecti veness of enforcenent activities related to state

nurse |licensure | aws.

(2) Violations of nurse licensure and other | aws

reqgulating the practice of nursing may result in_ injury

or harmto the public.

(3) The expanded mobility of nurses and the use of

advanced communi cation technologies as part of our

nation's health care delivery system require greater

coordi nati on and cooperation anong states in the areas of

nurse licensure and requl ati on.

(4) New practice nodalities and technology nake

conpliance with individual state nurse licensure | aws

difficult and conpl ex.

(5) The current system of duplicative licensure for

nurses practicing in nultiple states is cunbersone and

redundant to both nurses and st ates.

(b) The general purposes of this conmpact are to:

(1) Facilitate t he st at es' responsibility to

protect the public's health and safety.

(2) Ensure and encourage the cooperation of party

states in the areas of nurse licensure and requl ati on.

(3) Facilitate the exchange of informati on between

party states in the ar eas of nur se requl ati on,
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i nvestigati on, and adverse actions.

(4) Pronpte conpliance with the | aws governing the

practice of nursing in each jurisdiction.

(5) Invest all party states with the authority to

hold a nurse accountable for neeting all state practice

laws in the state in which the patient is |ocated at the

tine care is rendered through the nutual recognition of

party state |licenses.

(225 I LCS 65/ 11-10 new)
Sec. 11-10. Definitions. As used in this conpact:

(a) "Adverse action" neans a hone or renpte state

action.

(b) "Aternative pr ogr ant neans a vol unt arvy,

nondi sciplinary nonitoring program approved by a nur se

l'i censi ng board.

(c) "Coordinated licensure information systent neans an

inteqgrated process for collecting, storing, and sharing

information on nurse licensure and enforcement activities

related to nurse licensure laws, which is adninistered by a

nonprofit organi zati on conposed of and controlled by state

nurse |icensing boards.

(d) "Current signi ficant i nvestiqgative information"

means either of the follow ng:

(1) | nvestigative information that a |icensing

boar d, after a prelimnary i nquiry t hat i ncl udes

notification and an opportunity for the nurse to respond

if required by state law, has reason to believe is not

groundless and, if proved true, would indicate nore than

a mnor infraction.

(2) Investigative information that indicates that

the nurse represents an imedi ate threat to public health

and safety regardless of whether the nurse has been

notified and had an opportunity to respond.
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(e) "Hone state" neans the party state which is the

nurse's prinmary state of residence.

(f) "Hone state action" neans any admi nistrative, civil,

equitable, or <crimnal action permitted by the hone state's

laws which are inmposed on a nurse by the hone state's

l'i censing board or other authority, including actions agai nst

an individual's license such as revocation, suspension,

probation, or any other action which affects a nurse's

aut hori zation to practice.

(g) "Licensing board" neans a party state's requlatory

body responsible for issuing nurse |licenses.

(h) "Miultistate licensure privilege" neans current,

official authority from a renpte state pernmtting t he

practice of nursing as either a reqistered nurse or a

li censed practical or vocational nurse in such party state.

Al | party states have the authority, in accordance with

existing state due process law, to take actions against the

nurse's privilege such as revocation, suspensi on, probation,

or any other action which affects a nurse's authorization to

(i) "Nurse" means a registered nurse or |licensed

practical or vocational nurse, as those terns are defined by

each party's state practice | aws.

(j) "Party state" neans any state that has adopted this

(k) "Renpte state" neans a party state, other than the

honme state, where either of the followi ng applies:

(1) Wiere the patient is located at the tine

nursing care i s provided.

(2) Inthe case of the practice of nursing not

involving a patient, in such party state where the

reci pient of nursing practice is | ocated.

() "Renote state action" neans either of the follow ng:

(1) Any admnistrative, civil, equi t abl e, or
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crimnal action pernitted by a renpte state's | aws whi ch

are inposed on a nurse by the renpte state's licensing

board or other authority, including actions against an

individual's nultistate licensure privilege to practice

in the renpte state.

(2) Cease and desist and other injunctive or

equi tabl e orders issued by renpote states or the licensing

boards of renpte states.

(m "State" neans a state, territory, or possession of

the United States, the District of Colunbia, or t he

Commonweal th of Puerto R co.

(n) "State practice |l aws" neans those individual party's

state laws and requlations that govern the practice of

nursing, define the scope of nursing practice, and create the

met hods and grounds for inposing discipline. "State practice

| aws does not include the initial qualifications f or

licensure or requirenents necessary to obtain and retain a

li cense, except for qualifications or requirenents of the

hone st ate.

(225 I LCS 65/ 11-15 new)

Sec. 11-15. General Provisions and Juri sdiction.

(a) Alicense to practice registered nursing i ssued by a

home state to a resident in that state will be recogni zed by

each party state as authorizing a nultistate 1icensure

privilege to practice as a registered nurse in such party

st at e. A license to practice | i censed practi cal or

vocat i onal nursing issued by a hone state to a resident in

that state wl|l be recognized by each party state as

authorized a multistate licensure privilege to practice as a

licensed practical or vocational nurse in such party state.

In order to obtain or retain a license, an applicant nust

meet the hone state's qualifications for |licensure and

license renewal as well as all other applicable state | aws.
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(b) Party states may, in accordance w th state due

process laws, |limt or revoke the nultistate |icensure

privilege of any nurse to practice in their state and nay

take any other actions wunder their applicable state | aws

necessary to protect the health and safety of their citizens.

If a party state takes such action, it shall pronptly notify

the admnistrator of the coordinated |licensure information

system The admnistrator of the coordinated |icensure

i nformati on system shall pronptly notify the hone state of

any such actions by renpte states.

(c) Every nurse practicing in a party state must conply

with the state practice laws of the state in which the

patient is l|located at the time care is rendered. | n

addition, the practice of nursing is not linmted to patient

care, but shall include all nursing practice as defined by

the state practice |laws of a party state. The practice of

nursing subjects a nurse to the jurisdiction of the nurse

li censing board and the courts, as well as the laws, in that

party state.

(d) This conpact does not affect additional requirenents

i mposed by states for advanced practice reqistered nursing.

However , a multistate licensure privilege to practice

registered nursing qranted by a party state shall be

recognized by other party states as a license to practice

registered nursing if oneis required by state law as a

precondition for qualifying for advanced practice reqi stered

nurse aut hori zati on.

(e) Individuals not residing in a party state shal

continue to be able to apply for nurse licensure as provided

for under the | aws of each party state. However, the |icense

granted to these individuals wll not be recognized as

granting the privilege to practice nursing in any other party

state unless explicitly agreed to by that party state.
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(225 | LCS 65/ 11-20 new)

Sec. 11-20. Applications for licensure in a party state.

(a) Upon application for a license, the licensing board

in a party state shall ascertain, through the coordinated

licensure information system whether the applicant has ever

held, or is the holder of, a license issued by any other

state, whether there are any restrictions on the nultistate

licensure privilege, and whet her any other adverse action by

any state has been taken against the |icense.

(b) A nurse in a party state shall hold licensure in

only one party state at a tine, issued by the hone state.

(¢c) A nurse who intends to change prinary state of

residence may apply for licensure in the new home state in

advance of such change. However, new licenses wl| not be

i ssued by a party state until after a nurse provides evidence

of change in primary state of residence satisfactory to the

new hone state's |licensing board.

(d) Wien a nurse changes prinmary state of residence by:

(1) noving between two party states, and obtains a

license from the new hone state, the license fromthe

former home state is no |l onger valid.

(2) noving froma nonparty state to a party state,

and obtains a license from the new hone state, the

i ndi vidual state license issued by the nonparty state is

not affected and will renmain in full force if so provided

by the | aws of the nonparty state.

(3) noving froma party state to a nonparty state,

the license issued by the prior hone state converts to an

i ndi vidual state license, valid only in the forner hone

state, wthout the nultistate |licensure privilege to

practice in other party states.

(225 I LCS 65/ 11-25 new)

Sec. 11-25. Adverse actions. In addition to the general
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provisions described in Section 11-15, t he foll ow ng

provi si ons apply.

(a) The licensing board of a renpte state shall promptly

report to the admnistrator of the coordinated |licensure

informati on system any renpte state actions, including the

factual and | eqgal basis for such action, if known. The

licensing board of a renpte state shall also pronptly report

any significant current investigative infornation yet to

result in a renote state action. The admnistrator of the

coor di nat ed licensure information system shall pronptly

notify the hone state of any such reports.

(b) The licensing board of a party state shall have the

authority to conplete any pending i nvestigations for a nurse

who changes prinary state of residence during the course of

such investigations. It shall also have the authority to

take appropriate action and shall pronmptly report t he

conclusions of such investigations to the adm nistrator of

t he coor di nat ed | i censure i nformati on system The

adm ni strator of the coordinated licensure informati on system

shall pronptly notify the new honme state of any such acti ons.

(c) Arenpte state may take adverse action affecting the

multistate licensure privilege to practice within that party

st at e. However, only the hone state shall have the power to

i mpose adverse action against the license i ssued by the hone

state.
(d) For purposes of inposing adverse action, t he
licensing board of the hone state shall give the sane

priority and effect to reported conduct received from a

renbte state as it would if such conduct had occurred within

t he hone st ate. In so doing, it shall apply its own state

laws to deterni ne appropriate action.

(e) The hone state nay take adverse action based on the

factual findings of the renbte state, so long as each state

follows its own procedures for inposing such adverse action.
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(f) Nothing in this conpact shall override a party

state's decision that participation in an alternative program

may be used in lieu of licensure action and that such

participation shall remain nonpublic if required by the party

state's | aws. Party states nust require nurses who enter any

alternative prograns to agree not to practice in any other

party state during the term of the alternative program

wi thout prior authorization fromsuch other party state.

(225 | LCS 65/ 11-30 new)

Sec. 11-30. Additional authorities invested in party

state nursing licensing boards. Notwi t hstandi ng any ot her

powers, party state nurse |licensing boards shall have the

authority to do all of the foll ow ng:

(a) If otherwise pernmitted by state | aw, recover from

t he af f ect ed nur se t he costs of investigations and

di sposition of cases resulting fromany adverse action taken

agai nst that nurse.

(b) |ssue subpoenas for both hearings and i nvesti gati ons

which require the attendance and testinmony of w tnesses, and

t he producti on of evidence. Subpoenas issued by a nurse

licensing board in a party state for the attendance and

testinbny of witnesses or the production of evidence from

another party state shall be enforced in the latter state by

any court of conpetent jurisdiction, according to t he

practice and procedure of that court applicable to subpoenas

issued in proceedings pending before it. The i SSui ng

authority shall pay any wtness fees, travel expenses,

mleage, and other fees required by the service statutes of

the state where the witnesses or evidence is | ocated.

(c) |Issue cease and desist orders or limt or revoke a

nurse's authority to practice in the nurse's state.

(d) Pronulgate uniformrules and requl ati ons as provi ded

for in Section 11-40, subsection (c).
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(225 I LCS 65/ 11-35 new)

Sec. 11-35. Coordinated Licensure |Information System

(a) Al party states shall participate in a cooperative

effort to create a coordinated database of all i censed
reqi stered nurses and licensed practical or vocational
nurses. This systemwll include information on the |licensure

and disciplinary history of each nurse, as contributed by

party states, to assist in the coordination of nurse

licensure and enforcenent efforts.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of |aw, al

party states' licensing boards shall pronptly report adverse

actions, actions against nultistate |licensure privileges, any

current significant investigative information yet to result

in adverse action, denials of applications, and the reasons

for such denials, to the coordinated |licensure infornmation

(c) Current significant investigative information shal

be transnitted through the coordinated |licensure infornmation

systemonly to party state |licensing boards.

(d) Notwi thstanding any other provision of |law, al

party states' licensing boards contributing information to

the coordinated licensure infornation system nay designate

information that may not be shared with nonparty states or

disclosed to other entities or individuals w thout the

express perm ssion of the contributing state.

(e) Any personally identifiable informati on obtai ned by

a party state's licensing board from the coor di nat ed

| i censure infornmation system shall not be shared wth

nonparty states or disclosed to other entities or individuals

except to the extent pernitted by the |aws of the party state

contributing the information.

(f) Any information contributed to the coor di nat ed

licensure infornation systemthat is subsequently required to

be expunged by the laws of the party state contributing that
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information shall also be expunged from the coordinated

licensure informati on system

(g) The conpact adm nistrators, acting jointly with each

other and in consultation with the admnistrator of the

coordinated licensure information system shall fornul ate

necessary and proper procedures for the identification,

coll ection, and exchange of information under this conpact.

(225 I LCS 65/ 11-40 new)

Sec. 11-40. Conpact Administration and |Interchange of

| nf ormati on.

(a) The head of the nurse licensing board, or his or her

desi gnee, of each party state shall be the adm ni strator of

this conpact for his or her state.

(b) The conpact administrator of each party state shal

furnish to the conpact admnistrator of each other party

state any information and docunents including, but not

limted to, a uniformdata set of investigations, identifying

information, licensure data, and disclosable alternative

program partici pation i nformati on to facilitate t he

adm ni stration of this conpact.

(c) Conpact admnistrators shall have the authority to

devel op uni form rul es to facilitate and coordi nate

i npl enentation of this conpact. These uniformrules shall be

adopted by party states, under the authority invested under

Section 11-30, subsection (d).

(225 I LCS 65/ 11-45 new)

Sec. 11-45. | muni ty. No party state or the officers or

enpl oyees or agents of a party state's nurse licensing board

who acts in accordance with the provisions of this conpact

shal | be liable on account of any act or onission in good

faith while engaged in the perfornance of their duties under

this conpact. As used in this Section, "qgood faith" shal
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not include wllful m sconduct, qgr 0ss neqgl i gence, or

reckl essness.

(225 I LCS 65/ 11-50 new)

Sec. 11-50. Entry into force, withdrawal and anendnent.

(a) This conpact shall enter into force and becone

effective as to any state when it has been enacted into the

laws of that state. Any party state may withdraw fromthis

conpact by enacting a statute repealing the sane, but such

wi t hdr awal shal | not take effect until six nonths after the

wi thdrawi ng state has given notice of the w thdrawal to the

executive heads of all other party states.

(b) W t hdr awal shall not affect the wvalidity or

applicability by the licensing boards of states renaining

party to the conmpact of any report of adverse action

occurring prior to the w thdrawal .

(c) This conpact shall not be construed to invalidate or

prevent any nurse licensure agreement or other cooperative

arrangenent between a party state and a nonparty state that

is made in accordance wth the other provisions of this

(d) This conpact may be anended by the party states. An

anendnent to this conpact shall not becone effective and

bi nding upon the party states unless and until it is enacted

into the laws of all party states.

(225 I LCS 65/ 11-55 new)

Sec. 11-55. Construction and severability.

(a) This conpact shall be liberally construed so as to

effectuate the purposes thereof. The provisions of this

conpact shall be severable and if any phrase, clause,

sentence, or provision of this conpact is declared to be

contrary to the constitution of any party state or of the

United States or the applicability thereof to any governnent,
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agency, person, or circunstance is held invalid, the validity

of the renmainder of this conpact and the applicability

thereof to any governnent, agency, person, Or circunstance

shall not be affected thereby. If this conpact shall be held

contrary to the constitution of any party state, the conpact

shall renmain in full force and effect as to the remaining

party states and in full force and effect as to the party

state affected as to all severable natters.

(b) In the event party states find a need for settling

di sputes arising under this conpact:

(1) The party states nay subnmt the issues in

dispute to an arbitration panel which shall be conprised

of an individual appointed by the conpact adninistrator

in the hone state, an individual appointed by the conpact

adm nistrator in the renpte state or states involved, and

an i ndi vi dual mutually agreed wupon by the conpact

adm nistrators of all the party states involved in the

(2) The decision of a mpjority of the arbitrators

shall be final and binding.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect on

January 1, 2002.
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