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AN ACT regardi ng school s.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The School Code is anmended by changing

Section 10-19 as fol |l ows:

(105 I'LCS 5/10-19) (from Ch. 122, par. 10-19)

Sec. 10-19. Length of school term - experinental
prograns. Each school board shall annually prepare a cal endar
for the school term specifying the opening and cl osi ng dates
and providing a mninmnumtermof at |east 185 days to ensure
tAsure 176 days of actual pupil attendance, conputabl e under
Section 18-8.05, except that for the 1980-1981 school year
only 175 days of actual pupil attendance shall be required
because of the closing of schools pursuant to Section 24-2 on
January 29, 1981 upon the appointnment by the President of
that day as a day of thanksgiving for the freedom of the
Aneri cans who had been held hostage in Iran. Any days all owed
by law for teachers' institute but not used as such or wused
as parental institutes as provided in Section 10-22.18d shal
increase the mninmum term by the school days not so used.
Except as provided in Section 10-19.1, the board may not
extend the school term beyond such closing date unl ess that
extension of termis necessary to provide the m ninum nunber
of conputable days. In case of such necessary extension
school enpl oyees shall be paid for such additional tinme on
the basis of +their regular contracts. A school board may
specify a closing date earlier than that set on the annual
cal endar when the schools of the district have provided the
m ni mum nunber of conputabl e days under this Section. Nothing
in this Section prevents t he board from enpl oying

superintendents of schools, principals and other nonteaching
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personnel for a period of 12 nonths, or in the case of
superintendents for a period in accordance wth Section
10-23.8, or prevents the board from enpl oyi ng ot her personnel
before or after the regular school term wth paynent of
salary proportionate to that received for conparable work
during the school term

A school board may make such changes in its calendar for
the school term as may be required by any changes in the
| egal school holidays prescribed in Section 24-2. A school
board may nmake changes in its calendar for the school term as
may be necessary to reflect the utilization of teachers
institute days as parental institute days as provided in
Section 10-22. 18d.

Wth the prior approval of the State Board of Education
and subject to review by the State Board of Education every 3
years, any school board may, by resolution of its board and
in agreenent wth affected exclusive collective bargaining
agent s, establish experi nment al educat i onal progr ans,
including but not I|imted to prograns for self-directed
| earning or outside of formal class periods, which prograns
when so approved shall be considered to conply with the
requi renents of this Section as respects nunbers of days of
actual pupil attendance and with the other requirenents of
this Act as respects courses of instruction.

(Source: P.A 91-96, eff. 7-9-99.)
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