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AN ACT in relation to railroads.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

3 represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Vehicle Code is anmended by

5 changi ng Section 18c-7402 as foll ows:

6
7
8 Qper ati ons.
9

(625 ILCS 5/18c-7402) (fromCh. 95 1/2, par. 18c-7402)
Sec. 18c-7402. Safety Requi renent s for Rai | r oad

(1) CQbstruction of Crossings.

(a) QObstruction of Emer gency Vehicles. Every
railroad shall be operated in such a nmanner as to
m nimze obstruction of enmergency vehicles at crossings.
Where such obstruction occurs and the train crewis aware
of the obstruction, the train crew shall imedi ately take
any action, consistent wth safe operating procedure,
necessary to renove the obstruction. |In the Chicago and
St. Louis switching districts, every railroad dispatcher
or other person responsible for the novenent of railroad
equi pnrent in a specific area who receives notification
that railroad equi pnent is obstructing the novenent of an
energency vehicle at any crossing wthin such area shal
i mredi ately notify the train crew through use of existing
communi cation facilities. Upon notification, the train
crew shall take immedi ate action in accordance with this
par agr aph.

(b) CQbstruction of Hi ghway at G ade Crossi ng
Prohibited. It is unlawful for a rail carrier to permt
any train, railroad car or engine to obstruct public
travel at a railroad-highway grade crossing for a period
in excess of 10 mnutes, except where such train or

railroad car is continuously noving or cannot be noved by
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reason of circunstances over which the rail carrier has

no reasonabl e control.

In a county with a popul ation of greater than 1,000, 000,
as determned by the nost recent federal census, during the
hours of 7:00 a.m through 9:00 a.m and 4:00 p.m through
6:00 p.m it is wunlawful for a rail carrier to permt any
single train or railroad car to obstruct public travel at a
rail road-highway grade crossing in excess of a total of 10
m nutes during a 30 mnute period, except where the train or
railroad car cannot be noved by reason or circunstances over
which the rail carrier has no reasonable control. Under no
circunstances will a noving train be stopped for the purposes
of issuing a citation related to this Section.

However, no enployee acting under the rules or orders of
the rail <carrier or its supervisory personnel may be
prosecuted for a violation of this subsection (b).

(c) Punishment for Qobstruction of Grade Crossing.

Any rail carrier wviolating paragraph (b) of this

subsection shall be guilty of a business petty offense

excess of 10 m nutes but no |longer than 15 m nutes. | f
the duration of the obstruction exceeds 15 m nutes the
viol ation shall be a business offense and the follow ng
fines shal | be inposed: if the duration of the
obstruction is in excess of 15 mnutes but no |onger than
20 minutes, the fine shall be $2,500 $500; if the
duration of the obstruction is in excess of 20 m nutes
but no longer than 25 mnutes, the fine shall be $3,500
$700; if the duration of the obstruction is in excess of
25 m nutes, but no |onger than 30 m nutes, the fine shal

be $4,500 $900; if the duration of the obstructionis in

excess of 30 mnutes but no longer than 35 m nutes, the

fine shall be $5,000 $1;000; if the duration of the
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obstruction is in excess of 35 mnutes, the fine shall be
$5,000 $1;000 plus an additional $2,500 $500 for each 5
m nutes of obstruction in excess of 25 mnutes of
obstruction.

(2) O her Operational Requirenents.

(a) Bell and Whistle-Crossings. Every rail carrier
shall cause a bell, and a whistle or horn to be placed
and kept on each |oconotive, and shall cause the sanme to
be rung or sounded by the engineer or fireman, at the
di stance of a least 1,320 feet, fromthe place where the
railroad crosses or intersects any public highway, and
shall be kept ringing or sounding until the highway is
reached; provided that at crossings where the Conm ssion
shall by order direct, only after a hearing has been held
to determine the public is reasonably and sufficiently
protected, the rail carrier may be excused from giving
war ni ng provi ded by this paragraph.

(b) Speed Limts. Each rail carrier shall operate
its trains in conpliance wth speed |imts set by the
Comm ssion. The Commi ssion may set train speed |limts
only where such limts are necessitated by extraordi nary
circunstances effecting the public safety, and shal
mai ntain such train speed limts in effect only for such
time as the extraordi nary circunstances prevail.

The Comm ssion and the Departnment of Transportation
shall conduct a study of the relation between train
speeds and rail road-hi ghway grade crossing safety. The
Comm ssion shall report the findings of the study to the
CGeneral Assenbly no later than January 5, 1997

(c) Special Speed Limt; Pilot Proj ect. The
Conmmi ssion and the Board of the Commuter Rail Division of
the Regional Transportation Authority shall conduct a
pilot project in the Village of Fox River Gove, the site

of the fatal school bus accident at a railroad crossing
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on Cctober 25, 1995, in order to inprove railroad
crossing safety. For this project, the Comm ssion is
directed to set the maximum train speed |imt for
Regi onal Transportation Authority trains at 50 mles per
hour at intersections on that portion of the intrastate
rail line located in the Village of Fox River Gove. |If
the Regional Transportation Authority deliberately fails
to conply with this maxi mumspeed [imt, then any entity,
governnmental or otherwise, that provides capital or
operational funds to t he Regi onal Transportation
Authority shall appropriately reduce or elimnate that
fundi ng. The Comm ssion shall report to the Governor and
the General Assenbly on the results of this pilot project
in January 1999, January 2000, and January 2001. The
Comm ssion shall also submt a final report on the pilot
project to the Governor and the GCeneral Assenbly in
January 2001. The provisions of this subsection (c),
other than this sentence, are inoperative after February
1, 2001.
(3) Report and Investigation of Rail Accidents.

(a) Reports. Every rail carrier shall report to the
Comm ssion, by the speediest neans possible, whether
t el ephone, t el egr aph, or otherw se, every accident
involving its equipnent, track, or other property which
resulted in loss of Ilife to any person. |[In addition,
such carriers shall file a witten report wth the
Comm ssion. Reports submtted under this paragraph shal
be strictly confidenti al, shal | be specifically
prohi bited fromdisclosure, and shall not be adm ssible
in any admnistrative or judicial proceeding relating to
t he accidents reported.

(b) Investigations. The Commi ssion may investigate
all railroad accidents reported to it or of which it

acqui res know edge i ndependent of reports nade by rai


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


~N o o~ WO N R

- 5- LRB9201780DHy

carriers, and shall have the power, consistent with
st andards and procedures established under the Federal
Railroad Safety Act, as anmended, to enter such tenporary
orders as will mnimze the risk of future accidents
pendi ng noti ce, hearing, and final action by the
Comm ssi on.

(Source: P.A 90-187, eff. 1-1-98; 91-675, eff. 6-1-00.)
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