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AN ACT concerning police and fire-fighters, anending

naned Acts.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Miunicipal Code is anended by
changi ng Sections 10-1-7, 10-1-12, 10-2.1-6, and 10-2.1-14 as

foll ows:

(65 ILCS 5/10-1-7) (from Ch. 24, par. 10-1-7)

Sec. 10-1-7. Exam nation of appl i cants;
di squal i fications.

(a) Al applicants for offices or places in t he
classified servi ce, except those nentioned in Section
10-1-17, are subject to exam nation. The exam nation shal
be public, conpetitive, and open to all citizens of the
United States, with specified limtations as to residence,
age, health, habits and noral character

(b) Residency requirenents in effect at the tine an
individual enters the fire or police service of a
municipality (other than a municipality that has nore than
1, 000, 000 i nhabitants) cannot be nade nore restrictive for
that individual during his or her period of service for that
muni ci pality, or be nade a condition of pronotion, except for
the rank or position of Fire or Police Chief.

(c) No person with a record of m sdenmeanor convictions
except those wunder Sections 11-6, 11-7, 11-9, 11-14, 11-15,
11-17, 11-18, 11-19, 12-2, 12-6, 12-15, 14-4, 16-1, 21.1-3,
24-3.1, 24-5, 25-1, 28-3, 31-1, 31-4, 31-6, 31-7, 32-1, 32-2,
32-3, 32-4, 32-8, and subsections (1), (6) and (8) of Section
24-1 of the Crimnal Code of 1961 or arrested for any cause
but not convicted on that cause shall be disqualified from

t aki ng the examnation on grounds of habits or noral
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character, unless the person is attenpting to qualify for a
position on the police departnent, in which case the
conviction or arrest my be considered as a factor in
determ ning the person's habits or noral character

(d) Persons entitled to mlitary preference under
Section 10-1-16 shall not be subj ect to [imtations
speci fying age unl ess they are applicants for a position as a
fireman or a policeman having no previous enpl oynent status
as a fireman or policeman in the regularly constituted fire
or police departnent of the nunicipality, in which case they
must not have attained their 35th birthday, except any person
who has served as an auxiliary policeman under Section
3.1-30-20 for at least 5 years and is under 40 years of age.

(d-5) Age limtations under subsection (d) shall not

apply to any person who has served full-time in the mlitary

for at least 10 years and who is 45 vears of age or under

(e) Al enployees of a municipality of |ess than 500, 000
popul ation (except those who would be excluded fromthe
classified service as provided in this Division 1) who are
hol ding that enploynent as of the date a municipality adopts
this Division 1, or as of July 17, 1959, whichever date is
the later, and who have held that enploynment for at |east 2
years imredi ately before that |later date, and all firenen and
policenen regardl ess of length of service who were either
appointed to their respective positions by the board of fire
and police conm ssioners under the provisions of Division 2
of this Article or who are serving in a position (except as a
tenporary enployee) in the fire or police departnent in the
muni ci pality on the date a nunicipality adopts this D vision
1, or as of July 17, 1959, whichever date is the later, shal
becone nenbers of the «classified civil service of the
muni ci pality w thout exam nation

(f) The exam nati ons shall be practical in their

character, and shall relate to those matters that wll fairly
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test the relative capacity of the persons examned to

di scharge the duties of the positions to which they seek to

be appointed. The exam nations shall include tests of
physi cal qualifications, health, and (when appropriate)
manual skill. If an applicant is unable to pass the physical

exam nation solely as the result of an injury received by the
applicant as the result of the performance of an act of duty
while working as a tenporary enployee in the position for
whi ch he or she is being exam ned, however, the physical
exam nation shall be waived and the applicant shall be
considered to have passed the exam nation. No questions in
any examnation shall relate to political or religious
opinions or affiliations. Results of examnations and the
eligible registers prepared from the results shall be
publ i shed by the commssion within 60 days after any
exam nations are hel d.

(g) The comm ssion shall control all exam nations, and
may, whenever an examnation is to take place, designate a
sui tabl e nunber of persons, either in or not in the official
service of the nunicipality, to be exam ners. The exam ners
shal | conduct the exam nations as directed by the conm ssion
and shall nmeke a return or report of the exam nations to the
comm ssion. If the appointed examners are in the official
service of the nmunicipality, the exam ners shall not receive
extra conpensation for conducting the exam nations. The
conm ssion may at any tinme substitute any other person,
whether or not in the service of the nunicipality, in the
pl ace of any one selected as an examner. The comr ssion
menbers may thenselves at any tine act as exam ners w t hout
appoi nti ng exam ners. The exam ners at any exam nation shal
not all be nmenbers of the same political party.

(h) In nunicipalities of 500,000 or nore popul ati on, no
person who has attained his or her 35th birthday shall be

eligible to take an exam nation for a position as a fireman
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or a policeman unless the person has had previous enploynent
status as a policeman or fireman in the regularly constituted
police or fire departnment of the nmunicipality, except as
provided in this Section.

(1) In municipalities of nore than 5,000 but not nore
than 200,000 inhabitants, no person who has attained his or
her 35th birthday shall be eligible to take an exam nation
for a position as a fireman or a policeman unless the person
has had previous enploynent status as a policeman or fireman
in the regularly constituted police or fire departnment of the
muni ci pality, except as provided in this Section.

(j) In all nmunicipalities, applicants who are 20 years
of age and who have successfully conpleted 2 vyears of |[|aw
enforcenment studies at an accredited college or university
may be considered for appointnment to active duty wth the
police departnent. An applicant described in this subsection
(j) who is appointed to active duty shall not have power of
arrest, nor shall the applicant be permtted to carry
firearnms, until he or she reaches 21 years of age.

(k) In nmunicipalities of nore than 500,000 popul ati on,
applications for exam nation for and appointnment to positions
as firefighters or police shall be nmade avail able at various
branches of the public library of the nunicipality.

(1) No muni ci pality having a population less than
1, 000, 000 shall require that any fireman appointed to the
| onest rank serve a probationary enpl oynent period of |onger
than one year. The limtation on periods of probationary
enpl oynment provided in this amendatory Act of 1989 is an
excl usive power and function of the State. Pursuant to
subsection (h) of Section 6 of Article VII of the Illinois
Constitution, a hone rule nmunicipality having a population
less than 1,000,000 nust conply wth this limtation on
peri ods of probationary enploynent, which is a denial and

limtation of honme rule powers. Notw thstanding anything to
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the contrary in this Section, the probationary enploynment
period |imtation shall not apply to a fireman whose position
al so includes paranedic responsibilities.

(Source: P.A 86-990; 87-1119.)

(65 ILCS 5/10-1-12) (fromCh. 24, par. 10-1-12)

Sec. 10-1-12. Register; eligibility Iist. From the
returns or reports of the exam ners, or fromthe exam nations
made by the commission, the commssion shall prepare a
register for each grade or class of positions in the
classified service of such nmunicipality of the persons whose
general average standing upon exam nation for such grade or
class is not less than the mnimumfixed by the rules of such
commi ssion, and who are otherwise eligible. Such persons
shall take rank upon the register as candidates in the order
of their relative excellence as determned by exam nation,
w thout reference to priority of tinme of exam nation.

Wthin 60 days after each examnation, an eligibility
list shall be posted by the Comm ssion, which shall show the
final grades of the candidates without reference to priority
of time of exam nation and subject to claim for mlitary
credit. Candi dates who are eligible for mlitary credit
shall make a claimin witing within 10 days after posting of
the eligibility list or such claimshall be deenmed waived.
Appoi ntmrent shall be subject to a final physical exam nation.

If a person is placed on an eligibility Iist and becones
overage before he or she is appointed to a police or fire
departnment, the person remains eligible for appointnent until
the list 1is abolished pursuant to authorized procedures.
O herwi se no person who has attained the age of 36 years
shall be inducted as a nenber of a police departnment and no
person who has attained the age of 35 years shall be inducted

as a nenber of a fire departnent, except that a person who

has served full-tine in the mlitary for at |east 10 years
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and who is 45 years of age or under nay be inducted as a

nenber of a police or fire departnent and except as otherw se

provided in this Division.

(Source: P.A 89-52, eff. 6-30-95; 90-481, eff. 8-17-97.)

(65 ILCS 5/10-2.1-6) (from Ch. 24, par. 10-2.1-6)

Sec. 10- 2. 1- 6. Exam nati on of appl i cants;
di squalifications.

(a) Al applicants for a position in either the fire or
police departnent of the nunicipality shall be under 35 years
of age, shall be subject to an examnation that shall be
public, conpetitive, and open to all applicants (unless the
council or board of trustees by ordinance Iimt applicants to
el ectors of the nunicipality, county, state or nation) and
shall be subject to reasonable limtations as to residence,
heal th, habits, and noral character. The municipality my
not charge or collect any fee froman applicant who has net
al | prequalification st andar ds est abl i shed by t he
muni ci pality for any such position.

(b) Residency requirenents in effect at the tine an
individual enters the fire or police service of a
municipality (other than a municipality that has nore than
1, 000, 000 i nhabitants) cannot be nade nore restrictive for
that individual during his period of service for that
muni ci pality, or be nade a condition of pronotion, except for
the rank or position of Fire or Police Chief.

(c) No person wth a record of m sdeneanor convictions
except those under Sections 11-6, 11-7, 11-9, 11-14, 11-15,
11-17, 11-18, 11-19, 12-2, 12-6, 12-15, 14-4, 16-1, 21.1-3,
24-3.1, 24-5, 25-1, 28-3, 31-1, 31-4, 31-6, 31-7, 32-1, 32-2,
32-3, 32-4, 32-8, and subsections (1), (6) and (8) of Section
24-1 of the Crimnal Code of 1961 or arrested for any cause
but not convicted on that cause shall be disqualified from

taking the exam nation to qualify for a position in the fire
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departnment on grounds of habits or noral character

(d) The age limtation in subsection (a) does not apply
(1) to any person previously enployed as a policeman or
fireman in a regularly constituted police or fire departnent
of (1) any nmunicipality or (Il) a fire protection district
whose obligations were assumed by a nunicipality under
Section 21 of the Fire Protection District Act, (ii) to any
person who has served a municipality as a regularly enrolled
volunteer fireman for 5 years imedi ately preceding the tine
that municipality begins to use full tine firenmen to provide
all or part of its fire protection service, ofr (iii) to any
person who has served as an auxiliary policeman under Section
3.1-30-20 for at least 5 years and is under 40 years of age,

or (iv) to any person who has served full-tine in the

mlitary for at least 10 years and who is 45 yvears of age or

(e) Applicants who are 20 years of age and who have
successfully conpleted 2 years of |aw enforcenent studies at
an accredited college or wuniversity may be considered for
appoi ntnent to active duty with the police departnent. An
applicant described in this subsection (e) who is appointed
to active duty shall not have power of arrest, nor shall the
applicant be permtted to carry firearns, until he or she
reaches 21 years of age.

(f) Applicants who are 18 years of age and who have
successfully conpleted 2 years of study in fire techniques,
anmounting to a total of 4 high school <credits, wthin the
cadet program of a nunicipality may be considered for
appointment to active duty with the fire departnent of any
muni ci pality.

(g) The council or board of trustees may by ordinance
provide that persons residing outside the nmunicipality are
eligible to take the exam nati on.

(h) The exam nations shall be practical in character and
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relate to those matters that will fairly test the capacity of
the persons exam ned to discharge the duties of the positions
to which they seek appointnent. No person shall be appointed
to the police or fire departnent if he or she does not
possess a high school diploma or an equivalent high school
education. A board of fire and police comm ssioners may, by
its rules, require police applicants to have obtained an
associate's degree or a bachelor's degree as a prerequisite
for enpl oynent. The examnations shall include tests of
physical qualifications and health. No person shall be
appointed to the police or fire departnment if he or she has
suffered the anputation of any linb unless the applicant's
duties wll be only <clerical or as a radio operator. No
applicant shall be exam ned concerning his or her political
or religious opinions or affiliations. The exam nati ons
shall be conducted by the board of fire and police
conmi ssi oners of the municipality as provided in this
Division 2.1.

(1) No person who is classified by his 1local selective
service draft board as a conscientious objector, or who has
ever been so classified, my be appointed to the police
depart nent.

(j) No person shall be appointed to the police or fire
departnent unless he or she is a person of good character and
not an habitual drunkard, ganbler, or a person who has been
convicted of a felony or a crine involving noral turpitude.
No person, however, shall be disqualified from appointnent to
the fire departnent because of his or her record of
m sdenmeanor convictions except those wunder Sections 11-6,
11-7, 11-9, 11-14, 11-15, 11-17, 11-18, 11-19, 12-2, 12-6,
12-15, 14-4, 16-1, 21.1-3, 24-3.1, 24-5, 25-1, 28-3, 31-1,
31-4, 31-6, 31-7, 32-1, 32-2, 32-3, 32-4, 32-8, and
subsections (1), (6) and (8) of Section 24-1 of the Crim nal

Code of 1961 or arrest for any cause wthout conviction on
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that cause. Any such person who is in the departnent may be
renmoved on charges brought and after a trial as provided in
this Division 2.1.

(Source: P.A 89-52, eff. 6-30-95; 90-445, eff. 8-16-97;
90- 481, eff. 8-17-97; 90-655, eff. 7-30-98.)

(65 ILCS 5/10-2.1-14) (fromCh. 24, par. 10-2.1-14)

Sec. 10-2.1-14. Register of eligibles. The board of fire
and police conm ssioners shall prepare and keep a register of
persons whose general average standing, upon exam nation, 1is
not less than the mninumfixed by the rules of the board,
and who are otherw se eligible. These persons shall take
rank wupon the register as candidates in the order of their
rel ative excellence as determned by exam nation, wthout
reference to priority of time of exam nation. Applicants who
have been awarded a certificate attesting to their successful
conpletion of the Mninum Standards Basic Law Enforcenent
Training Course, as provided in the Illinois Police Training
Act, may be given preference in appointnment over noncertified
appl i cants.

Wthin 60 days after each examnation, an eligibility
list shall be posted by the board, which shall show the final
grades of the candidates wthout reference to priority of
time of exam nation and subject to claimfor mlitary credit.
Candi dates who are eligible for mlitary credit shall make a
claim in witing wthin 10 days after the posting of the
eligibility list or such claim shall be deened waived.
Appoi ntmrent shall be subject to a final physical exam nation.

If a person is placed on an eligibility Iist and becones
overage before he or she is appointed to a police or fire
departnment, the person remains eligible for appointnment until
the list 1is abolished pursuant to authorized procedures.
O herwi se no person who has attained the age of 36 years

shall be inducted as a nenber of a police departnment and no
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person who has attained the age of 35 years shall be inducted

as a nenber of a fire departnent, except that a person who

has served full-tine in the mlitary for at |east 10 years

and who is 45 years of age or under nay be inducted as a

nenber of a police or fire departnent and except as otherw se

provided in this D vision.
(Source: P.A 89-52, eff. 6-30-95  90-455, eff. 8-16-97;
90- 481, eff. 8-17-97; 90-655, eff. 7-30-98.)

Section 10. The Fire Protection District Act is anended

by changi ng Section 16.06 as foll ows:

(70 ILCS 705/16.06) (fromCh. 127 1/2, par. 37.06)

Sec. 16.06. Al applicants for a positionin the fire
departnment of the fire protection district shall be under 35
years of age and shall be subjected to exam nation, which
shall be public, conpetitive, and free to all applicants,
subject to reasonable limtations as to health, habits, and
noral character; provided that the foregoing age I|imtation
shall not apply (i) in the case of any person having previous
enpl oynent status as a fireman in a regularly constituted

fire departnment of any fire protection district or_(ii) in

the case of any person who has served full-tine in the

mlitary for at least 10 years and who is 45 years of age or

under, and further provided that each fireman or fire chief
who is a nenber in good standing in a regularly constituted
fire departnment of any municipality which shall be or shal

have subsequently been included within the boundaries of any
fire protection district now or hereafter organi zed shall be
given a preference for original appointment in the sane
class, grade or enploynent over all other applicants. The
exam nations shall be practical in their character and shal

relate to those matters which will fairly test the persons

examned as to their relative capacity to discharge the
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duties of the positions to which they seek appointnent. The

exam nations shall include tests of physical qualifications
and heal t h. No applicant, however, shall be exam ned
concer ni ng hi s political or religious opi ni ons or
affiliations. The exam nations shall be conducted by the

board of fire conm ssioners.

(Source: P.A 89-52, eff. 6-30-95; 90-481, eff. 8-17-97.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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