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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, Mandatory country of origin labeling for beef
and pork allows consuners to nmake a distinction between these
products derived from aninmals exclusively born, raised and
sl aughtered in the United States and simlar i nported
products; this differentiation wll also enable consuners to
exercise their option to choose between purchasing donestic

or inported products; and

VWHEREAS, The United States Departnment of Agriculture may
promul gate rules that will place an undue burden on United
St ates cattle and swine producers and add unnecessary
conplexity to the logistical process of labeling beef and

pork products with their country of origin; and

VWHEREAS, Because no live aninmal processed in the United
States may be disqualified from the United States | abel
unless it has been inported from another country, the United
States Departnent of Agriculture should design a system that
requires all handlers of inported cattle and swine to retain
the animal's inport docunmentation throughout the animal's
life; handlers of inported cattle and swi ne should further be
required to disclose and transfer the animal's acconpanying

i nport docunmentation to each buyer; and

VWHEREAS, The United States Departnent of Agriculture
should define the |lack of inport docunentation as proof of

excl usi ve donestic origin; and

WHEREAS, Under this proposal, no new record Kkeeping
system would be necessary to accurately identify cattle and
swine eligible for the United States label; in addition, the
proposal would require only the retention of existing records
kept on inported cattle and swne in order to determ ne the
proper origin of beef and pork derived from inported cattle

and swi ne; and
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VWHEREAS, The United States Departnment of Agriculture
shoul d consider existing meat segregation nodel s as
recoomended by the United States Congress to maintain the
proper | abel on all inported cattle, swine and other neat
processed by Uni ted St ates meat packing plants and

distributed to United States retailers; and

WHEREAS, Requiring labeling on all neats and |ivestock
that enter this country would elimnate the need for costly
and unnecessary records by United States producers to

individually identify domestically produced |ivestock; and

VWHEREAS, Too many unrealistic and unnecessary regul ations
could create nore of a burden than a benefit for United
States |livestock producers; such an action woul d be
detrinmental to the Illinois agricultural industry and to
United States consunmers who want to purchase United States

beef and pork; therefore, be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-TH RD GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we wurge the United
States Departnent of Agriculture to work to capture both the
Congressional spirit and intent of mandatory country of
origin labeling through the promulgation of rules that
maxi m ze benefits to both United States producers and
consuners while mnimzing costs to producers, processors,

and retailers; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be sent to the
Secretary of the United States Departnent of Agriculture, the
Agricultural Marketing Service of t he Uni ted St ates
Departnent of Agriculture, and each nenber of the Illinois

congressi onal del egati on.
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