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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

VHEREAS, The nenbers of +the Senate of the State of
[Ilinois were saddened to learn of the death of Robert

Reynol ds Bliss of Hillsboro on Tuesday, April 29, 2003; and

WHEREAS, M. Bliss was born in Hillsboro on Novenber 16,
1911 to Cinton Phillips and Lucia Christina Matilda (Evans)
Bliss; he graduated fromHi |l sboro Community Hi gh School wth
the Cass of 1929; he attended the University of Illinois for
two years; he married Patricia Wingand on June 30, 1934 in

Paxton; they were married for alnost 70 years; and

WHEREAS, M. Bliss was a part of the third generation of
Bliss's to run The Mntgonmery County News; he and his
brother, Tom partnered at it until Tom s retirenent in 1971;
during nost of his career with The News, M. Bliss reported
the news, wote feature stories and editorial s, t ook
phot ogr aphs, and maintained the newspaper's letterpress
equi pnent; in |later years, after his daughter and son-in-I|aw,
Nancy (Bliss) and Richard Sl epicka, assuned | eadership of the
paper, he continued to wite obituaries, editorials, and
weekly historical colums; his final colum was in the March

8, 2003 edition of The Montgonery County News; and

VWHEREAS, M. Bliss was honored many tinmes by his peers

and his community; in 1968, both he and his brother, Tom were

named Master Editors by the Southern Illinois Editorial
Associ ation and were inducted into the Journalism Hall of
Fanme at Southern [Illinois University at Carbondal e; he was
named the Illinois Press Association's Editor of the Year in

1971; he was the recipient of the Arthur Darwi n Jenki ns Award
for Achievenent in Journalism and in 1993, he won the Eugene
Cer vi Awar d from the International Society of Wekly

Newspaper Editors; and

VWHEREAS, Because he was recognized as a well-versed


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


~N o o~ WO N R

(oe]

10
11
12

13
14
15
16
17
18

19
20
21
22
23

24
25
26

-2- LRBO93 11924 HSS 16364 r

small -town editor both statewi de and nationally, M. Bliss
was invited to participate in a panel discussion conducted by
Bill Myyers and broadcast on public television in 1972; in
March of 1988, he was interviewed by NBC news anchor Tom
Pettit on the comng Presidential primary election; he was
honored by his honetown in 1978 when he received the

Hi |l sboro Sertoma Cub's Service to Mankind Award; and

WHEREAS, M. Bliss was a lifelong Denocrat, a Hillsboro
volunteer fireman for many vyears, a b50-year nenber of
Hi || sboro Mbose Lodge 1377, a nenber of First Presbyterian
Church of Hillsboro, and a fornmer nenber of Hi Il sboro Country

Cl ub and Chanmber of Commerce; and

WHEREAS, The passing of Robert Reynolds Bliss has been
deeply felt by all who knew him especially his wfe,
Patricia; his daughters, Betsy Bliss and Nancy Sl epicka; his
grandchildren, Christian Al exander Bliss Ach, Ekat eri na
"Kate" Slepicka, and Pavel Slepicka; and his step-grandson,

James P. Nicholls Ill; therefore be it

RESCLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-TH RD GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we nourn the passing
of Robert R Bliss and extend to his friends, famly, and
community our sincere condol ences on the passing of a truly

great citizen of the State of Illinois; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the famly of Robert R Bliss as an expression

of our deepest synpat hy.
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