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1 AN ACT concerning transportation.

2 Be it enacted by the People of the State of [Illinois,

3 represented in the General Assenbly:

4 Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the
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| nt eragency Coordinating Commttee on Transportation Act.

6 Section 5. Findings; purpose. The Ceneral Assenbly
7 finds that safe, reliable, and convenient transportation to
8 and from (i) work and rel ated destinations such as child care
9 and educati on, (1) medi cal appointnents and related
10 destinations such as a pharmacy, and (iii) ancillary services
11 necessary to the health, well-being, and independence of the
12 famly such as grocery shopping, adult day services, and
13 pharmacy rel ated services are extrenmely inportant in the
14 ability to find and retain enploynment and insure the
15 conti nued i ndependence and well-being of all <citizens of
16 II'linois, particularly in the [|ower incone sectors of the
17 econony. For many people, these transportation needs are not
18 met by existing mass transit. In a national survey by the
19 University of Illinois at Chicago of over 500 riders of 23
20 federally funded conmunity transportation projects under the
21 Job Access and Reverse Conmmute (JARC) program across the
22 nation, 68% of riders indicated that they would not be able
23 to reach their enploynent without this service. Furthernore,
24 the national evaluation of the JARC program by the CGeneral
25 Accounting Ofice illustrates that 65% of all projects have
26 extended existing fixed routes by schedule or |ocation as
27 well as created connections to existing services. This
28 creates a need for innovative transportation to work
29 strategies that fit wthin local circunstances in Illinois.
30 Many |l ocalities around Illinois do not have the resources or

31 t he expertise to devel op and support i nnovati ve
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transportation options. Localities need access to technical
assistance both in designing prograns and in accessing
various sources of State and federal funds. Illinois also
| eaves substantial federal transportation funds unclained
because of the failure to put forward projects to use the
funds. Thus, Illinois would benefit from an |Interagency
Coordinating Commttee to set priorities for inproving access
to transportation for the transportation di sadvantaged. The
Ceneral Accounting Ofice has found in its evaluation that
i nteragency collaboration has inforned transit agencies of
how to better serve |owinconme conmunities by know ng where
j obs are | ocated and a system of supports are found. Illinois
woul d al so benefit froma unified State process to apply for
f eder al transportation assi stance for i nnovati ve
transportation to work projects and strategies and for
identifying the matching funds necessary to access that
federal assistance. The purpose of this Act is to establish

the I nteragency Coordinating Commttee on Transportation.

Section 10. Definitions. As used in this Act:

(1) "Agency" neans an official, comm ssion, authority,
council, departnent, conmttee, division, bureau, board, or
any other unit or entity of the State, a municipality, a
county, or other |local governing body or a private
not-for-profit transportati on service providi ng agency.

(2) "Commttee" nmeans t he I1linois Coor di nati ng
Comm ttee on Transportation.

(3) "Coordination"™ neans the arr angenent for t he
provision of transportation services to the transportation
di sadvantaged in a manner that is cost-effective, efficient,
and reduces fragnentation and duplication of services.

(4) "Transportation disadvantaged" neans those persons
who, because of physical or nental disability, incone status,

age, location of residence, or other reasons are unable to
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transport thenselves or to purchase affordable transportation
and are, therefore, dependent upon others to obtain access to
heal th care, enpl oynent , educati on, shoppi ng, soci al

activities, or other life-sustaining activities.

Section 15. Commttee. The I11inois Coor di nati ng
Committee on Transportation is created and shall consist of
the foll ow ng nenbers

(1) The Governor or his or her designee.

(2) The Secretary of Transportation or his or her
desi gnee.

(3) The Secretary of Human Services or his or her
desi gnee.

(4) The Director of Aging or his or her designee.

(5 The Director of Public Aid or his or her designee.

(6) The Director of Comrerce and Community Affairs or
his or her designee.

(7) A representative of the Illinois Rural Transit
Assi stance Center

(8 A person who is a nenber of a recognized statew de
organi zati on representing ol der residents of Illinois.

(9) A representative of centers for independent |iving.

(10) A representative of t he I11inois Publ i c
Transportation Associ ation.

(11) A representative of an existing transportation
systemthat coordinates and provides transit services in a
mul ti-county area for the Departnent of Transportation,
Departnent of Hunman Services, Departnment of Conmerce and
Community Affairs, or Departnment on Aging.

(12) A representative of a statewi de organization of
rehabilitation facilities or other providers of services for
persons with one or nore disabilities.

(13) A representative of a community-based organi zati on.

(14) A representative of the Departnent of Publ i c
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Heal t h.

(15) A representative of the Rural Partners.

(16) The Director of Enploynent Security or his or her
desi gnee.

(17) A representative of a statew de busi ness
associ ati on.

(18) A representative of the 1Illinois Council on
Devel opnental Disabilities.

The Governor shall appoint the nmenbers of the Commttee
other than those naned in paragraphs (1) through (6) and
par agraph (16) of this Section. The Governor or his or her
designee shall serve as chairperson of the Coormttee and
shal | convene the neetings of the Conmttee. The Secretary of
Transportation and a representative of a community-based
organi zation involved in transportation or their designees,
shal | serve as co-vice-chairpersons and shall be responsible

for staff support for the commttee.

Section 20. Duties of Commttee. The Commttee shal
encour age t he coordi nation of public and private
transportation services, wth priority given to services
directed toward those populations who are currently not
served or who are underserved by existing public transit.

The Comm ttee shall seek innovative approaches to
provi di ng and funding | ocal transportation services and offer
their expertise to communities statewide. Specifically, the
Comm ttee shall

(1) Coordinate a State process within federal guidelines
to facilitate coordination of comrunity-based transportation
prograns. This process shoul d include: devel oping objectives
for providing essential transportation services to the
transportation di sadvant aged; providing technical assistance
to communities that are addressing transportation gaps that

affect lowinconme populations; developing a process for
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requesting federal funds such as the Job Access and Reverse
Commute (JARC) Gant program that 1is based on input from
communities statew de; assisting communities in identifying
funds from other available sources for projects that are not
an eligible use of JARC funds; and developing a plan to
identify and recruit potential stakeholders in future
community transportation initiatives to the Commttee.

(2) Develop goals and objectives to reduce duplication
of services and achieve coverage that 1is as conplete as
possi bl e.

(3) Serve as a clearinghouse for information about
fundi ng sources and innovations in serving the transportation
di sadvant aged.

(4) Submt a report, not later than February 1, 2006, to
the Governor and the General Assenbly that outlines the
progress nmade by the Conmttee in performng its duties set
forth in paragraphs (1) through (4) of this Section and nmakes
recommendations for statutory and regulatory changes to

pronote coordi nation

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


