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AN ACT concerni ng educati on.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Hi gher Education Student Assistance Act

i s anended by addi ng Section 65.67 as foll ows:

(110 1 LCS 947/ 65. 67 new)

Sec. 65.67. Teaching Fell ows Program

(a) Inthis Section:

"Conpletion of the Progranmi nmeans graduation from a

public university in this State.

"Progrant neans the Teachi ng Fell ows Program

"Teacher-training institution" neans a public university

in this State.

"Teaching certificate" means an initial t eachi ng

certificate i ssued under Article 21 of the School Code.

(b) A Teaching Fellows Program shall be established and

adm ni stered by the Conmi ssion. Under the Program the

Conmi ssi on shall provide scholarship |oans of $6,500 per

person per vear, subject to a separate appropriation made for

such purposes, to college juniors and seniors in this State

who are interested in preparing to teach in the public

schools of this State and who have been accepted into an

approved teacher preparation program leading to initial

certification. The Conmi ssi on shal | adopt stringent

standards, including without limtation a m ni rum grade point

average, for awardi ng these scholarship |oans to ensure that

only the top college juniors and seniors receive them

(c) The Commission shall adnminister the Program in

cooperation wth teacher-training institutions. Teaching

fellows shall be required to be exposed to a range of

extra-curricul ar activities whil e in col | ege. These
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activities nust be geared to instilling a strong notivation

not only to remain in teaching but also to provide | eadership

to school s.

(d) The Conmi ssion shall nmake an effort to identify and

encour age mnority students and students who may not

otherwi se consider a career in teaching to enter the Program

(e) A scholarship loan under the Program shall be

evi denced by a note nade payable to the Commi ssion and shal

bear interest at a rate deterni ned by the Conmi ssion, but not

exceeding the highest rate applicable for education | oans

made pursuant to Title |V, Part B of the H gher Educati on Act

of 1965 begi nning Septenber 1 after conpletion of the Program

or imediately after termnation of the scholarship |oan,

whi chever is earlier. The scholarship | oan nay be term nated

by the recipient withdrawing from an approved t eacher

preparation program or by the recipient not neeting the

st andards set by the Conmi ssi on.

(f) The Comm ssion shall forgive a scholarship loan if:

(1) wthin 7 vyears after receiving a teaching

certificate, the recipient teaches for 4 vyears in a

public school in this State:

(2) wthin 7 vyears after receiving a teaching

certificate, the recipient teaches for 3 consecutive

vears, unless the recipient takes an approved |eave of

absence, in a public school in this State in a | ocal

school adnministrative unit that, at the time t he

reci pi ent accepts employnent with the wunit, is a

| ow-performng school system or has been placed on

warning status as defined by the State Boar d of

Educati on; or

(3) the Commission finds that it is inpossible for

the recipient to teach for the nunber of vears required

for forgiveness of the I|loan because of the death or

permanent disability of the recipient.
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A recipient shall continue to be &eligible for |oan

forgi veness under this subsection (f) even if the recipient

fails to meet the tine limts inposed by this subsection (f)

if the recipient (i) enrolls on a full-tine basis as a

graduate student in a course of study related to the field of

teaching at an institution of higher learning; (ii) is

serving as a nenber of the arned services of the United

States; (iii) is seeking and wunable to find full-tine

enpl oynent as a teacher at a public school in this State and

is able to provide evidence of this fact; or (iv) is

tenporarily disabled, as evidenced by sworn affidavit of a

qualified physician. Any such extension of the period during

which the teaching obligation nust be fulfilled shall be

subj ect to limts of duration as established by the

Conmi ssi on.

(g) If a recipient of a scholarship loan fails to

fulfill the terns set forth in subsection (f) of this Section

for forgiveness of the loan or if the loan is terni nated as

set forth in subsection (e) of this Section, then the

Commi ssion shall require the recipient to repay the amount of

the | oan received, prorated according to the fraction of the

teaching obligation not conpleted and, i f appli cabl e,

reasonable collection fees. The Commi ssion is authorized to

establish rules relating to its collection activities for

repaynent of | oans.

The Comm ssion shall not require the commencenent of

repaynent of a scholarship |oan that has not been term nated

as set forth in subsection (e) of this Section until, as

deternined by the Conmmi ssion, a sufficient anpunt of tine has

passed since the recipient received his or her teaching

certificate so that the recipient can no | onger nmeet the tine

limts inposed by subsection (f) of this Section.

(h) The Teaching Fellows Revolving Fund is created as a

special fund in the State treasury. Al funds appropriated
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to or otherwi se received by the Conm ssion for schol arshi ps,

all funds received as repaynent of schol arship | oans, and al

i nterest earned on these funds, shall be placed in the Fund.

Al | nmoney in t he Fund shal | be used, subject to

appropriation, by the Conmi ssion for schol arship | oans under

t he Pr ogr am Wth the prior approval of the General

Assenbly, the Fund may be used, subject to appropriation, for

canpus and sumrer program support and costs related to the

di sbursenent of awards and coll ection of | oan repaynments.

(i) The admnistrative costs for the Program shall not

exceed 5% of the funds appropriated for the Program

(j) The Conmi ssion shall nmake all necessary and proper

rules not inconsistent wth this Section for the effective

i mpl enentation of the Program

Section 90. The State Finance Act is anended by adding

Section 5.595 as foll ows:

(30 ILCS 105/5.595 new)
Sec. 5.595. The Teachi ng Fell ows Revol vi ng Fund.
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