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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, It has cone to our attention that Bert Gay has
wor ked extensively in his community both as a volunteer and
for the Oswegol and Park District for 27 years; M. Gay began
wth the Park District in 1976 and becane the chi ef

adm ni strator in 1980; and

WHEREAS, Under M. Gay's |eadership, the Park District's
facilities, prograns, and staff have steadily grown as the
popul ati on the agency serves has alnost tripled; when M.
Gray was hired as the assistant superintendent in 1976, he
was only the third full-tinme staffer the agency supported,
today, M. Gay heads a staff with 29 full-tinme enpl oyees;
the Park District now owns and nmaintains 34 area parks, an
aquatic center, mles of bike trails, and has an annual

operating budget of $9 mllion; and

WHEREAS, M. Gray has been described as the kind of
community |eader who sees potential and possibility where
others see only dead ends; as Executive Director of the
Oswegol and Park District, he worked wth various other
agencies to transforman historic bridge across the Fox River
that was scheduled for denolition into a bi ke and pedestri an
bridge; he also led efforts to convert the site of a forner
gravel mne and waste dunp into 150 acres of wetland,
prairie, and hardwood forest on the banks of the Fox River;

and

WHEREAS, M. Gay secured a strong |and-cash ordi nance
whi ch has enabl ed the Oswegol and Park District to preserve
open spaces and to develop greenways and natural spaces
within residential areas; he created the Wubonsie Trail,
whi ch takes bi kers and pedestrians fromone end of Oswego to
the other and connects with the Fox River Trail; he initiated

cooperation between the Oswegol and Park District and Oswego
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School District 308 to share equipnent, split devel opnent
costs, and nmeke space available for prograns; nost recently
the school and park districts shared funding for two new

doubl e-si ze gymasi uns; and

WHEREAS, Through the creative use of volunteers, M. Gay
seeks out community input regarding how the Park District can

serve them and

VWHEREAS, M. Gay earned a bachel or's degree in
recreation and parks admnistration at the University of
IIlinois in 1976 and a naster's degree in business managenment
from Aurora University in 1984; he has been a nenber of the
I1linois Association of Park Districts for several years and
has served on the Joint Legislative Commttee, Admnistrative
and Finance Section, Professional Developnent School, and

Awar ds and Recognition; and

WHEREAS, M. Gay has served as the chairperson of the
DuKane Val l ey Council and as Advisor of the Kendall County
Forest Preserve District; he has been a nenber of the Kendal
County Youth Service Board, the OGswego Plan Comm ssion, and
the Oswego Land Use Plan Task Force; he is a published author
and presenter of workshops; he has recei ved numer ous
community awards and letters of recognition fromcommunity
organi zati ons including the Oswego Lions Cub, Boulder Hil
G vic Association, PTA, School District 308 Honme and School,
and the Oswego Optim st Cub; and

VWHEREAS, M. Gay donates his tine and energy to the
OGswego Optimst Cub, the Gswego Lions Cub, and the Rotary
Club; he is on the building and design team of his church; an
Eagle Scout hinmself, M. Gay has been an Assi st ant
Scout master of Boy Scout Troop 48 since 1996; therefore, be

it

RESCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
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NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we thank M. Bert Gay for his extensive and devoted
community work in the Gswego area, and we commend himfor his
many contributions to the Gswegol and Park District; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to M. Bert Gay as an expression of our deepest

respect and esteem
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