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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, Boy Scout Troop 31 in Oswego was formed in
January of 1927 under the sponsorship of the PTA (Parent

Teacher Association); and

VWHEREAS, The first Scoutnmaster was John L. dayton, who
was also the Superintendent of Schools in OGswego; the first
scouts that were registered were: WIliam Brown, Howard
Clayton, John Collins, Harlan Collins, Robert Henley, WII
Lanb, Melvin Parkhurst, Franklin Pearce, Harlan Peshia,
Stanley Peterson, Allan Schlapp, Gerald Seaton, Nor man
Wi tney, and Merrill Wl fe; and

WHEREAS, The sponsorship of the troop continued under the
PTA and the H gh School wuntil 1933 when Maurice Hachlin
becanme the Scoutmaster and the Anerican Legion becane the
sponsor; in 1934, M. Harold Manni ng becane the Scout nmaster,
and he continued in this role until 1937 when M. Norm Hul sne
assunmed the role of Scoutmaster until 1939, when once again
the PTA becanme the sponsor, and M. Ford Lippold becane the
Scoutmaster; in 1942, M. John Luttich becane the Scoutnaster
and continued in this capacity until Decenber of 1945; in
January of 1946, M. Richard Young (Eagle Scout) fresh from
t he Mari ne Corps becane the new Scoutmaster, a position he
held wuntil 1950; in 1951, WM. Lippold again becane the

Scout master until Decenber of 1956; and

WHEREAS, I|n January of 1957, M. George Akerlow becane
t he new Scout master and the sponsorship was once agai n picked
up by the PTA and the H gh School; in 1960, M. Howard
Dannenburg assuned the Scoutmaster position which he held
until 1969; in 1965, the troop had grown so nuch that it was
necessary for a newtroop to be formed with sone of the ol der
scouts helping to formthe nucl eus of boys Troop 63 under the

sponsorship of the American Legion; in 1967, the sponsorship
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of the troop was assuned by the OGswego Presbyterian Church
and continues to the present day; in 1970, M. Charles Schal z
becane the 12th Scoutmaster; in 1973, M. Del LaGow becane
Scoutmaster and continued in this role until Decenber of
1983, at that time M. Howard Wsley becanme Scoutmaster
through 1986, at which time M. LaGow once again becane
Scout master and continued until 1993; M. Geg Lanbke becane
the new Scoutmaster in 1994 and continued until 1997; in
1998, M. LaGow assuned the Scoutmaster position on an
interim basis, and in 1999 M. Neal Schilling becane the

Scout master and continued in this position through 2001; and

VWHEREAS, Since the Troop's formation, they have averaged
an Eagle Scout every one and one half years; in 1929, M.
Merrill Wolfe and M. Harlan Peshia becanme the first Eagle

Scouts in the troop; and

WHEREAS,  The young nen of Troop 31 have gone on to
di stinguish thenselves in all walks of Ilife; there are
school teachers, businessnen, tw United States Navy Acadeny
graduates, a career officer in the United States Arny, a
Chief Judge of the GCrcuit Court, a States Attorney, a
Pharmaci st, three Police Oficers, an author and noted
naturalist, lawers in environnental |aw and national forest
rangers; and alnost 85 percent of all Scouts that have gone
t hrough Troop 31 have gone on to higher education in sone

form therefore, be it

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we commenorate 75 years of scouting in Oswego and the
contributions the scouts' of Troop 31 have nmade to their

community over the years; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be

presented to the Scoutnmaster of Boy Scout Troop 31.
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