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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, There are alnost 6,000 transit agencies in the
United States, including 70 transit providers in Illinois;

and

VWHEREAS, In 2000, Illinois public transit provi ded al nost

600 mllion rides; and

VWHEREAS, The Departnment of Energy estinmates that 13
percent of the 91.6 mllion United States househol ds do not
own any neans of personal transportation, and thus, mllions
of Anericans are dependent wupon transit, including those
individuals with I ow i ncones, the disabled, the elderly, and

chil dren; and

VWHEREAS, Aut onobil es consune 21 percent of this country's
ener gy, and transportation accounts for 27 percent of
greenhouse em ssions; transit uses |less than one percent of
all energy consunmed in this country and is a cost-effective

way of reducing harnful em ssions; and

VWHEREAS, Transit provides nobility during crises, such as
eart hquakes, snow and ice stornms, and ot her nati onal

ener genci es; and

VHEREAS, Publi c transit is critical to workforce

devel opnment, health care, and education access; and

WHEREAS, Congestion now costs the Chicago Metropolitan
Area $4 billion per year, $1,472 per comuter, in |ow cost

productivity, fuel, and insurance costs; and

VWHEREAS, Quality public transit in Illinois would support
working famlies and businesses by providing ef fective
options for connecting workers to jobs and by reducing
traffic congestion which would reduce air pollution that has

contributed to skyrocketing asthma rates; and
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WHEREAS, Public transportation is equally inportant to
rural comrunities throughout the country where 40 percent of
residents have no access to public transit services and

anot her 28 percent have negligi bl e access; and

WHEREAS, Effective and efficient public transit systens
are essential for inproved regional nobility and sound | ocal

and State econom es; and

WHEREAS, Illinois' transit systens have significant
capital needs that have traditionally been supported by

cruci al federal investnent; and

WHEREAS, Illinois is the third largest transit provider
in the country but ranks 44th in the |evel of federal

mat chi ng support per capita for operations; therefore, be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we urge the United States Congress and the Administration to
strongly support any proposals to increase the |evel of
funding for public transportation in the reauthorization of
TEA-21 in 2003 and specifically distribute transit funding on
a basi s whi ch assures sufficient funding for Dboth
rehabilitation and new capacity needs in states W th
significant transit ridership and infrastructure; and be it

further

RESCLVED, That copies of this preanble and resolution be
provided to President George W Bush and each of the nenbers

of the Illinois Congressional del egation.


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


