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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, Cinco de Mayo is a date of great inportance for

t he Mexi can and Chi cano communities in the United States; and

VWHEREAS, 1In 1862, the French arny, |led by Napoleon Il
began its advance into Mexico to claimterritory leading to a
ferocious battle known as the "Batalla de Puebla"; the French
arny net resistance from 5,000 ill-equipped Mestizo and
Zapot ec | ndi ans under the command of General Ignacio
Zaragoza; the battle, which occurred on My 5, marks the
victory of the Mexican Arny over the French, who were forced

to retreat; and

WHEREAS, Although the Mexican arny was eventual |y
defeated, the "Batalla de Puebla" now represents a synbol of

Mexi can unity and patriotism and

WHEREAS, As a result of this victory, Mexico denonstrated
to the world that Mexico and Latin Anerica are wlling to
defend thenselves of any foreign intervention, especially

those frominperialist states; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we recognize "Cinco de Mayo", and join wth those who
celebrate My 5 as a day of renenbrance for all the patriots
of Mexico and Latin Anerica who fought for independence from

France in 1862.
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