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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, Qur nation has asserted a conmtnent to
provi di ng educat i onal opportunity for al | Aneri cans
regardl ess of race, et hnic backgr ound, or economc

ci rcunst ance; and

WHEREAS, In support of this conmmi t ment , Congr ess
established a series of progranms to help | owincone Anmericans
enter college, graduate, and nove on to participate nore
fully in Arerica's economc and social life; the prograns are
funded under Title IV of the Hi gher Education Act of 1965 and
are referred to as the TRIO prograns, initially just three
prograns were available; while financial aid prograns help
students overcone financial barriers to higher education,
TRIO prograns help students overcone class, social, and

cultural barriers to higher education; and

VWHEREAS, Over 1,900 TRIO progranms currently serve over
746,000 |owincome Anericans between the ages of 11 and 27;
many progranms serve students in grades six through 12; over
1, 200 col | eges, uni versities, community colleges, and
community agencies offer TRIO prograns in Anerica; TR O funds
are distributed to institutions through conpetitive grants;

and

VWHEREAS, Students in the Upward Bound program are four
tinmes nore likely to earn an undergraduate degree than
students fromsimlar backgrounds who did not participate in
TRIO nearly 20 percent of all African-Amrerican and Hi spanic
freshmen who entered college in 1981 received assistance
through the TRIO Talent Search or Economc Qpportunity
Centers prograns; students in the TRIO Student Support
Services programare nore than twice as likely to remain in
coll ege than those students fromsim|lar backgrounds who did

not participate in the program and
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VWHEREAS, TRI O col |l ege graduates are working in business,
i ndustry, gover nment , medi ci ne, I aw, educati on,
communi cations, sales, finance, politics, transportation,
publ i shing, |aw enforcenent, conputer science and technol ogy,

engi neering, and accounting; and

VWHEREAS, National TRIO Day is celebrated the | ast
Saturday of the nonth of February; each year, colleges from
the central part of the State of Illinois gather at the State
Capitol to cel ebrate and commenorate TRI O Day; this year, the
colleges will neet at the Capitol on Friday, February 21,

therefore, be it

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we recognize the value and inportance of TRI O prograns to
| ow-i nconme students in Illinois and we comend participating
I[Ilinois wuniversities, colleges, and community agencies for

their support of TRI O prograns; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we nanme Saturday, February 22, 2003 TRIO

Day in the State of Illinois.
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