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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

VHEREAS, The Ravinia Festival wll celebrate its 100th

anni versary in 2004; and

WHEREAS, The Ravinia Festival has achieved a worl dw de
reputation as a concert venue of distinction for both
cl assical nusic and popular entertainers from the world of

jazz, folk, pop, country, opera, and dance; and

VWHEREAS, The Ravinia Festival began as a carnival
intended to attract riders to the 3-year-old Chicago and

M | waukee El ectric Railroad; and

VWHEREAS, The original Ravinia Park opened on August 15,
1904 as a year-round anusenent park that featured an electric
air swng, skating rink, toboggan slide, electric fountain,

pavilion, casino, and even a small hotel; and

WHEREAS, In 1906, <classical mnusic nade its debut at
Ravi ni a when Wal ter Danrosch conducted the New York Synphony
at the park, setting the tone for nearly a century of stellar

musi cal entertai nnent; and

WHEREAS, All these attractions failed to |lure enough
riders to the fledgling rail line, and in 1908, the Chicago

and M| waukee Railroad fell into receivership; and

WHEREAS, The Ravinia Park Association rai sed $15,000 to

keep the park open; and

VWHEREAS, In 1911, the Ravinia Park Conpany purchased the

park fromthe fl oundering railroad conpany; and

WHEREAS, On opening night in 1918, Ravinia abandoned its
usual format of presenting arias or individual acts and

presented a full-length production of the opera "Aida"; and

VWHEREAS, During the darkest days of the G eat Depression,
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Ravinia closed its doors from 1932 to 1936 rather than

continue operation with dimnished-quality performances; and

WHEREAS, In 1936, Ravinia reopened as the Ravi ni a
Festival, an 1Illinois not-for-profit corporation, and the
Chi cago Synphony O-chestra signed to play a five-week

program and

WHEREAS, In 1944, +the park was deeded to the Ravinia
Festival Association, which still operates the Festival

t oday; and

WHEREAS, In 1949, the original woden pavilion burned
down and a new concrete pavilion doubled the capacity of the
bur ned- down structure and renmains with sonme nodifications the

centerpiece of the Festival today; and

VWHEREAS, In 1969, the London Synphony Orchestra nade its

Ravinia premere and a new sound systemwas installed; and

WHEREAS, In the 1970s, the first rock concerts were
staged at Ravinia and featured such perfornmers as Janis

Joplin and attracted crowds of upwards of 25,000 people; and

VWHEREAS, Many jazz greats performed at Ravinia, including
Benny Goodman and his band, Louis Arnstrong, M| es Davis,
Duke Ellington, Ella Fitzgerald, Dizzy Gl espie, Thelonious
Monk, Wnton Marsalis, Herbie Hancock, and Oscar Peterson;

and

WHEREAS, |n 1993, Ravinia began an intensive overhaul of
the park and state-of-the-art facilities were open to the
public in tinme for the 60th anniversary of Ravinia's

reopening in 1995; and

WHEREAS, These changes brought expanded custoner service

and enhanced di ning opportunities; and

WHEREAS, Today, Ravinia Festival offers an anbitious
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schedule of concerts and educational prograns year-round,

therefore, be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE
SENATE CONCURRI NG HEREI N, that we congratulate the Ravinia
Festival on its wupcom ng one-hundredth anniversary in 2004
and the many nusi cal and educational prograns it provides to

its community; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to M. Wl z Kauffman, President and Chief Executive

Oficer of the Ravinia Festival.
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