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AN ACT concerni ng busi ness practi ces.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Consunmer Fraud and Deceptive Business

Practices Act is anended by adding Section 2MM as foll ows:

(815 | LCS 505/ 2MM new)

Sec. 2\MWM Bill paynent grace period; hospitalization.

(a) If a person who is or has been hospitalized for at

|l east 10 days gives a creditor or debt <collector witten

noti ce of t he person's hospitalization and includes

docunentation of the period of hospitalization in accordance

with this Section, the creditor or debt collector shall grant

the person a qrace period for the paynments of debts. The

grace period shall begin on the date the hospitalization

began and shall end 15 days after the patient is no | onger

hospitalized. The grace period applies only to debts that

were incurred by the person as a consuner (as the term

"consuner" is defined in subdivision (e) of Section 1 of this

Act).

(b) Upon receiving notice under this Section, t he

creditor or debt collector may not:

(1) inpose any |late fee or additional financing fee

in connection with a paynent by the person that is

received after its due date but before the end of the

grace period;

(2) provide to a credit reporting agency any

information wth respect to a paynent described in

subdivision (1) that is adverse to the interests of the

person or would adversely affect the credit standi ng of

t he person; or

(3) take any other action that is adverse to the
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interests of the person as a consequence of the failure

of the person to nmke such a paynent described in

subdivision (1) by the due date, if the paynment is

recei ved before the end of the grace peri od.

(c) Notice may be given during the hospitalization or

within 15 days after the end of the hospitalization. Upon

debt

receiving notice under this Section, the creditor or

collector nust refrain from taking any action prohibited

under subsection (b) during the remai nder of the grace period

and shall promptly reverse any such action already

debt

taken by

the creditor or coll ector since the begi nning of the

grace peri od.

(d) If a person notifies a creditor or debt collector of

the hospitalization while the person is still hospitalized,
the person shall pronptly notify the creditor or debt
collector when he or she is discharged and shall include
docunentation of the duration of the hospitalization.

(e) Acreditor or debt collector who violates this
Section commts an unlawful practice within the neani ng of
this Act.
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