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AN ACT in relation to public aid.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The |Illinois Public Aid Code is anmended by

changing Section 4-1.12 as foll ows:

(305 ILCS 5/4-1.12)

Sec. 4-1.12. Five year limtation.

(a) No assistance unit shall be eligible for a cash
grant wunder this Article if it includes an adult who has
recei ved cash assistance as an adult for 60 nonths, whether
or not consecutive, after the effective date of this
anmendatory Act of 1997. The Illinois Departnment may exenpt
i ndi vidual assistance wunits fromthe 60-nonth Iimtation or
determ ne circunstances under which a nonth or nonths would
not count towards the 60-nonth [imtation even though the
assistance wunit did receive cash assistance wunder this
Article.

(b) Wthin 30 days before the 54th nonth of a recipient's

assi stance that counts toward the 60-nonth limtation under

this Section, the |Illinois Departnent shall notify the

recipient in witing that he or she is approaching the

60-nonth limtation on assistance and shall schedule an

in-person neeting with the recipient before the begi nni ng of

the 54th nmonth of assistance. At the neeting, the |Illinois

Departnment shall do the foll ow ng:

(1) Review the nonths counted toward the 60-nonth

limtation and reduce the nonths counted by any nonths

counted in error and by any nonths for which the Illinois

Departnment has been repaid for cash assi stance provided

by child support or other offsets.

(2) Inquire into the enployability of the adult
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reci pi ent and make appropriate referrals for job

readi ness, job placenent, or skill-building activities.

(3) Inquire into the existence of disabilities,

har dshi ps, or barriers to enpl oynent, and neke

appropriate referrals for treatnent, counsel i ng, or

diagnosis or to the Social Security Adninistration for

processing of an application for disability benefits.

(4 In conjunction wth t he i nquiries under

paragraphs (2) and (3), conduct a literacy test and nake

referrals for other tests as needed to ascertain barriers

to enpl oynent.

(5) If child support is not being collected on

behalf of the household and cooperation wth «child

support enforcenent has not been waived, refer the

recipient to the child support enforcenent programfor

expedi ted servi ce.

(c) Before the 58th nonth of a recipient's assistance

t hat counts toward the 60-nonth limtation under this

Section, the lllinois Departnment shall notify the recipient

in witing that he or she is approaching the 60-npnth

limtation on assistance and shall schedule an in-person

neeting with the recipient before the beginning of the 58th

nmont h of assistance. At the neeting, the Illinois Departnent

shall do the foll ow ng:

(1) Determi ne whether the recipient is entitled to

any exception to the 60-nonth limtation then in effect

under applicable | aws or rul es.

(2) If no exception to the 60-nmonth limtation

applies, determine the recipient's fanly's entitlenent

to ongoing nedi cal assistance and food stanps and to any

ongoi ng cash assi stance for nenbers of the fanmly other

than the recipient, the circunstances under which that

cash assistance will be avail able, and any other ongoi ng

benefits or services available to the recipient and the
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(3) Performany of the functions required under

subsection (b) that have not been perforned or that

shoul d be updated or revised.

(d) The Illinois Departnent may not term nate or sanction

any individual for failure to attend either of the neetings

required under subsections (b)) and (c). If the recipient

fails to appear for a neeting, the Departnent shall conduct

the activities prescribed for the neeting to the extent

possible in the recipient's absence. If the recipient

appears at the district office for any purpose after the date

of a scheduled neeting, the Departnent shall attenpt to

conduct the nmeeting at that tinme or agree with the recipient

on a schedule to conduct the neetingq.

(e) The Illinois Departnent may not deny assi stance under

this Article to any adult applicant for assistance on the

grounds that the applicant previously has received cash

assi stance as an adult for 60 nonths, without first review ng

the nmonths counted toward the 60-nonth limtation and

reducing the nonths counted by any nonths counted in error

and by any nonths for which the Illinois Departnent has been

repaid for cash assistance provided by child support or other

offsets, nor may the |Illinois Departnent deny assi stance

under this Article to any such applicant wthout inquiring

whet her an exception to the 60-nonth limtation applies.

(Source: P.A 90-17, eff. 7-1-97.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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