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AN ACT concerning forensic science.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short Title. This Act may be cited as the

II'linois | ndependent Forensic Science Act.

Section 5. Purpose of Act. The purpose of this Act is to
establish an i ndependent forensic sci ence over si ght
comm ssion responsible for overseeing the performance of
forensic science | aboratories in the State of Illinois and
mai ntai ning the i ndependence of these |aboratories from both

t he prosecution and the defense.

Section 10. Definitions. For the purposes of this Act
unl ess the context clearly denotes otherw se:

"Blind external proficiency testing" nmeans a test sanple
that is presented to a forensic science |aboratory for
forensic testing and that appears to the analysts to involve
routi ne evidence submtted for forensic testing.

"Conm ssion" nmeans the conm ssion for oversight of the
forensic science |aboratories in the State of Illinois
establi shed by Section 15 of this Act.

"Forensic sci ence | aboratory” means any |aboratory
operated by the State or any unit of |ocal governnent for the
purpose of performng forensic testing, i ncl udi ng t he
forensic testing of DNA the crine scene, or materials
derived fromthe human body, for wuse as wevidence in a

crimnal proceeding or for purposes of identification.

Section 15. The Illinois Independent Forensic Science
Oversight Conmm ssi on. There IS created an [1linois

| ndependent Forensic Science Oversight Comm ssion, consisting
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of 8 nmenbers, all of whom shall be appointed by the Governor.
Those appoi nted shall include:

(a) 2 scientists having experience in the areas of
| aboratory standards or quality assurance regulation and
nmoni t ori ng;

(b) 2 Public Defenders:

(c) the I1linois Attorney Ceneral or his or her
desi gnee;

(d) one nenber of the private crim nal defense bar;

(f) one chief or superintendent of a |aw enforcenent
agency; and

(g) one nenber of the public.

The Governor fromtine to time shall designate a Chair of
the Commi ssion from the nenbership. Al nenbers of the
Comm ssion shall serve for a termof 4 years.

The Comm ssion shall neet at |east quarterly, and al

nmeeti ngs of the Conm ssion shall be called by the Chairman.

Section 20. No conpensation; expenses. Mnbers of the
Comm ssion shall serve wthout conpensation. Al nenbers
shall be reinbursed for reasonable expenses incurred in

connection with their duties.

Section 25. Executive Director. The Governor shal
appoint an Executive Director of the Commssion with the

advi ce and consent of the Senate. The Executive Director

shall enploy, 1in accordance wth the provisions of the
Il1linois Personnel Code, adm ni strati ve, pr of essi onal ,
clerical, and other personnel as may be required to perform

the duties of the Conm ssion. The Executive Director may
organize the staff of the Comm ssion as he or she may deem

appropri ate.

Section 30. Duties. The Comm ssion shall have t he
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follow ng duties and responsibilities:

(a) The Comm ssion shall oversee and shall regulate the
activities of all forensic science |aboratories wthin the
State of [Illinois. The Comm ssion shall adopt accreditation
standards for all forensic science |aboratories wthin the
State. In designing accreditation standards pursuant to this
Section, the Comm ssion shall evaluate other systens or
standards of accreditation.

(b) The Commi ssi on shal | establish qualification
st andar ds for all examners, analysts, and scientists
enpl oyed by any forensic science |aboratory within the State
of Illinois and shall adopt a code of ethics to which al
exam ners, analysts, and scientists shall be required to
adhere. The qualifications and the code of ethics shall be
designed to (1) increase and nmaintain the effectiveness,
efficiency, reliability, and accuracy of forensic science
| aboratories; (2) ensure that forensic anal yses are perforned
in accordance wth t he hi ghest scientific st andar ds
practicable; and (3) ensure full disclosure to both the
prosecution and the defense of all I|aboratory notes and
resul ts whenever any analysis of evidence is perforned.

(c) The Commission shall establish protocols for the
exam nation of evidence. The protocols shall require that, to
the fullest extent practicable, the examnation of evidence
shall be conducted on a blind basis so that the exam ner,
anal yst, or scientist is unaware of whether the request for
exam nation originated with the defense or the prosecution
and is unaware of which side would be hel ped by a particular
findi ng.

(d) The Commi ssion shall conduct an initial |aboratory
i nspection and routine inspections as necessary of al
forensic science | aboratories within the State to ensure that
these Ilaboratories are in conpliance wth accreditation

st andar ds.
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(e) The Comm ssion shall conduct routine internal and

external proficiency testing of all personnel involved in

forensic analysis, including blind external proficiency
testing.

(f) The Comm ssion shall require that all forensic
science |aboratories, that it has accredited annually,

certify to the Comm ssion their continued conpliance with the
requi renents for accreditation.

(g) As part of the accreditation process, the Conm ssion
shall require all forensic science |aboratories to adhere to
quality control and quality assurance protocols and to
maintain a nethod validation procedure and a corrective
action and renedi al program

(h) The Comm ssion shall revoke the accreditation of any
forensic science | aboratory upon a determnation that the
| aboratory or one or nore persons in its enploy:

(1) is qguilty of msrepresentation in obtaining a
forensic science | aboratory accreditation;

(2) rendered a report on |laboratory work actually
performed in another forensic science |aboratory w thout
di scl osing that fact;

(3) showed a pattern of excessive errors in the
per f or mance of forensic | aboratory exam nati on
procedures; or

(4) failed to file any report required to be

subm tted pursuant to this Act.
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