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AN ACT in relation to public enpl oyee benefits.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Pension Code is anended by

adding Section 17-121.1 as foll ows:

(40 1LCS 5/17-121.1 new)

Sec. 17-121.1. Donestic partner eliqgibility.

(a) Beginning July 1, 2003, an unnarried teacher may

desi gnate a domestic partner by filing a witten designation

with the Fund in the manner prescribed by the Fund. The Fund

may require reasonable evidence that the person desi gnated

meets the qualifications set forth in subsection (c¢). Such a

desi gnation is revocable at any tine, but may not be nade or

changed nore than once in any 24-nonth period. The nmarri age

of a teacher automatically revokes any designation of a

donestic partner previously nade by that teacher.

(b) The designated donestic partner of a teacher shal

be eliqgible to receive survivor and death benefits under this

Article in the sane nanner and subject to the sane conditions

as a surviving Spouse. For the purposes of detern ning

eligibility for those benefits, the date of designation of a

donestic partner shall be deened the equivalent of the date

of narriage, and the revocation or change of a designation

shal | be deened the equivalent of termnation of t he
marri age. References in this Article and other applicable
Articles of this Code to a surviving spouse shall be deened

to include a surviving designated donestic partner

(c) "Donestic partner" neans an individual of the sane

gender as an unnmarried teacher who (1) is involved with the

teacher in a long-termrelationship of indefinite duration;

(2) has resided together with the teacher at the sane address
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for at least 12 nonths; (3) is not related to the teacher by

blood to a degree of closeness that would prohibit |egal

marriage in the state in which they legally reside; (4) is

not nmarried to any other person; and (5) has an exclusive

mutual conmitnent to the teacher in which they agree to be

jointly responsible for each other's commpn welfare and to

share financial obligations.

Section 90. The State Mandates Act is amended by adding

Section 8.27 as foll ows:

(30 ILCS 805/8.27 new)

Sec. 8. 27. Exenpt nmandat e. Not wi t hst andi ng Secti ons 6

and 8 of this Act, no reinbursenment by the State is required

for the inplenentation of any nandate created by this

anendatory Act of the 93rd General Assenbly.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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