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AN ACT in relation to teacher certification

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The School Code is anmended by changing

Section 21-5c as foll ows:

(105 ILCS 5/21-5c)

Sec. 21-5c. Alternative route to teacher certification.
The State Board of Education, in consultation with the State
Teacher Certification Board, shall establish and inplenent an
alternative route to teacher certification program under
whi ch persons who neet the requirenents of and successfully
conplete the program established by this Section shall be
issued an initial teaching certificate for teaching in
schools in this State. The State Board of Education shal
approve a course of study that persons in the program nust
successfully conplete in order to satisfy one criterion for
I ssuance of a certificate under this Section. The
Alternative Route to Teacher Certification program course of
study nmust include the current content and skills contained
in auniversity's current courses for State certification
whi ch have been approved by the State Board of Education, in
consultation wwth the State Teacher Certification Board, as
the requirenent for State teacher certification

The program established under this Section shall be known
as the Alternative Route to Teacher Certification program
The program may be offered in conjunction with one or nore
not-for-profit organizations in this the State. The program
shal | be conprised of the follow ng 3 phases: (a) a course of
study offered on an intensive basis in education theory,
i nstructional met hods, and practice teaching; (b) the

person's assignment to a full-tinme teaching position for one
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school year, including the designation of a nentor teacher to
advise and assist the person with that teachi ng assignnent;
and (c) a conprehensive assessnent of the person's teaching
performance by school officials and program participants and
a recomrendation by the institution of higher education to
the State Board of Education that the person be issued an
initial teaching certificate. Successful conpletion of the
Alternative Route to Teacher Certification programshall be
deened to satisfy any other practice or student teaching and
subject matter requirenents established by | aw

A provisional alternative teaching certificate, valid for
one year of teaching in the comon schools and not renewabl e,
shall be issued wunder this Section 21-5c to persons who at
the time of applying for the provisional alternative teaching
certificate under this Section

(1) bhave graduated froman accredited college or
university with a bachelor's degree;

(2) bhave been enployed for a period of at least 5
years 1in an ar ea requiring application of t he
i ndi vi dual ' s educati on;

(3) have successfully conpleted the first phase of
the Alternative Teacher Certification programas provided
in this Section; and

(4) have passed the tests of basic skills and
subj ect matter know edge required by Section 21-1a.

An initial teaching certificate, valid for teaching in
t he common school s, shall be issued wunder Section 21-3 or
21-5 to persons who first conplete the requirenents for the
provi sional alternative teaching certificate and who at the
time of applying for an initial teaching certificate have
successfully conpl eted the second and third phases of the
Alternative Rout e to Teacher Certification program as
provided in this Section.

A person possessing a provisional alternative certificate
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or an initial teaching certificate earned under this Section
shall be treated as a reqgqularly certified teacher for
pur poses of conpensation, benefits, and other terns and
condi tions of enploynent afforded teachers in the school who
are nenbers of a bargaining unit represented by an excl usive
bar gai ni ng representative, if any.

The State Board of Education may adopt rules and
regulations that are consistent with this Section and that
the State Board deens necessary to establish and inplenent
t he program

(Source: P.A 90-548, eff. 1-1-98.)
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