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AN ACT concerning children.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Children and Famly Services Act 1is

anended by adding Section 7.5 as foll ows:

(20 ILCS 505/7.5 new)

Sec. 7.5. Adoption incentive | oan program

(a) The Departnent shall develop and inplenent a | oan

programto assist in the paynent of adoption-rel ated expenses

i ncurred by persons attenpting to becone adoptive parents.

From funds appropriated for this purpose, the Department

shall | oan current or prospective adoptive parents anpunts

necessary to neet expenses required to secure and nmaintain

pl acenent of an adoptee, including but not limted to

pl acenent agency fees, legal fees that are the responsibility

of the adoptive parent, and an adoptee's nedical or other

support costs that are the responsibility of the adoptive

parent. The nmaxi mum aqqgregate anopunt that nay be | oaned for

t he adopti on of one child is $10, 000.

(b) Loan reci pients shal | be selected through an

application process devel oped by the Departnent. Eligibility

for a loan shall require determnm nati on by the Departnent that

the applicant's financial resources are such that placenent

and final adoption would be deterred in the absence of

fi nanci al assi st ance. Eligibility shall be limted to

Il1linois residents seeking the adoption of children under the

Departnent's jurisdiction.

(c) The Departnment shall pronul gate and adopt rules for

the adnm nistration of the | oan program Rul es shal l i ncl ude

but need not be limted to the foll ow ng:

(1) the requirenent that loans be repaid on
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specified schedules with interest at specified rates,

i ncl udi ng 0% when deened appropri ate;

(2) penalties for late or no repaynent of | oans;

(3) the requirenent that a | oan recipient actually

i ncur expenses and docunent those expenses to t he

Depart ment, or that a loan recipient submt clains for

paynent for services actually received, before noneys for

t hose expenses or clains are | oaned to a recipient;

(4) neans for nonitoring and verifying the use of

(5) neans for preventing the use of |oans for the

repaynent of expenses covered or eligible for coverage

t hr ough a recipient's insurance or other prograns

avai l able to the recipient.
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