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AN ACT concerning veterans.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assembly:

Section 5. The Counties Code 1s amended Dby changing

Section 5-2006 as follows:

(55 ILCS 5/5-2006) (from Ch. 34, par. 5-2006)

Sec. 5-2006. Tax for Veterans Assistance Commission

erans—assistanree—eommissiern. The county board of each
county having a population of less than 3 million in which
there 1is a Veterans Assistance Commission as provided in
Section 9 of the Military Veterans Assistance Act may levy a
tax of not to exceed .03% of the assessed value annually on all
taxable property of the county, for the purpose of providing
assistance to military veterans and their families pursuant to
such Act. Whenever not less than 10% of the electors of the
county petition the county board to levy the tax at not to
exceed .04% of the assessed wvalue, the county board shall
certify the proposition to the proper election officials who
shall submit the proposition at the next general election in
accordance with the general election law. If a majority of the
electors vote in favor of the proposition, the county board

may, annually, levy the tax as authorized. The proceeds of any

tax so levied shall be used exclusively for the assistance
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purposes authorized thereunder, and a portion thereof may be
expended for the salaries or expenses of any officers or
employees of the Veterans Assistance Commission or for any
other expenses incident to the administration of such
assistance.

The tax shall be separate from the imnadditieon—+teo—atl—other

faxes—which—+the—ecountyis—agtherized—+te levy on the aggregate

valuation of the property within the county and shall not be

included in any tax limitation of the rate upon which taxes are
required to be extended, but shall be excluded therefrom and
in addition thereto. The tax shall be levied and collected in
like manner as the general taxes of the county, and, when
collected, shall be paid into a special fund in the county

treasury and used only as herein authorized, or disbursed from

the county treasury of a county in which a properly organized

Veterans Assistance Commission is authorized under Section

3-11008 of this Code.

The limitations on tax rates herein provided may be
increased or decreased under the referendum provisions of the
General Revenue Law of Illinois.

If a county has levied the tax herein authorized or
otherwise meets the conditions set out in Section 12-21.13 of
Lthe Illinois Public Aid Code®, to qualify for State funds to
supplement local funds for public purposes under Articles III,
Iv, v, VI, angd VII, and IX of that Code and otherwise meets the

conditions set out in Article XII of that Code for receipt of
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State aid, the Illinois Department of Human Services shall
allocate and pay to the county such additional sums as it
determines to be necessary to meet the needs of assistance to
military veterans and their families in the county and
expenses 1incident to the administration of such assistance.

County Veterans Assistance Commissions shall be in charge of

the administration of such assistance provided under Articles

VI and IX of the Illinois Public Aid Code for military veterans

and their families.

(Source: P.A. 89-507, eff. 7-1-97.)

Section 10. The Illinois Public Aid Code is amended by

changing Section 2-14 as follows:

(305 TLCS 5/2-14) (from Ch. 23, par. 2-14)

Sec. 2-14. "Local governmental unit". Every county, city,
village, incorporated town or township charged with the duty
of providing public aid under Article VI; and County Veterans
Assistance Commissions providing general assistance to
indigent—war veterans and their families wunder Section
12-21.13 of Article XIT.

However, should any Section of this Code impose the
obligation of providing medical assistance to persons who are
non-residents of the State of Illinois upon a 1local

governmental unit, the term "local governmental unit" shall
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not include townships. In such case the obligation for
providing medical assistance to non-residents which would
otherwise Dbe the duty of a township shall become the
obligation of the Department of Healthcare and Family
Services.

(Source: P.A. 95-331, eff. 8-21-07.)

Section 15. The Military Veterans Assistance Act is
amended by changing Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10

as follows:

(330 ILCS 45/1) (from Ch. 23, par. 3081)

Sec. 1. Definitions. As used in this Act:

"Veteran service organization" means a post, ship, camp,

chapter, or detachment of a congressionally chartered or state

chartered veteran service organization.

Fhe—*term "Administrator 6&werseer of military veterans

assistance" means the commanders of the wvarious veteran

service organizations, the superintendent of a County Veterans

Assistance Commission, or other —as—usedin—thisAet—shattPb

eenstrved—teo—meanr—a++ persons whose duty it is, under the
existing statutes, to care for, relieve or maintain, wholly or
in part, any person who may be entitled to such assistance
under the statutes of the State of Illinois. This Act shall not
infringe upon the mandated powers and authorities vested in

the Illinois Department of Veterans' Affairs.
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(Source: P.A. 87-796.)

(330 ILCS 45/2) (from Ch. 23, par. 3082)

Sec. 2. For the just, necessary, and needed assistance and

services assistaree of military veterans, who served in the

Armed Forces of the United States and did not receive a bad

conduct or dishonorable discharge +—wheosetast—discharge—Ffrom

heorerakbte to be eligible for assistance, their

Fee—was
families, and the families of deceased veterans with service

as described in this Section who need assistance and services.

(1) The supervisor of general assistance or the county
board shall provide such sums of money as may be just and

necessary to be drawn by the commander, quartermaster or

commandant of any pest—ship—campr—chapter—or detachment
£ n oo or s o oo n 11 ol i rad = ot ol i o
L L/LLJ._Y \_/Ullk_jJ_Cu_)u_)_LUll(_/l._L_L_y AN NN N @ R S WS o A L o CCUTCO LN R i @ R iy Wy oL

veterans service organization, in the city or town, or the
superintendent of any Veterans' Assistance Commission of

the county, wupon the recommendation of the assistance

committee of the pest—ship——camp——chapter—er Veterans'
Assistance Commission.

(A) Funding for Veterans Assistance Commissions

may be derived from 3 sources, if applicable:

(1) a tax levied under Section 5-2006 of the

Counties Code and Section 12-21.13 of the Illinois

Public Aid Code;

(1i) funds from the county general corporate
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fund; and

(1ii) State funds from the Department of Human

Services.

(B) The minimum amount to be provided annually to

Veterans Assistance Commissions is provided in Section

12-21.13 of the Illinois Public Aid Code, unless the

delegates of the County Veterans Assistance Commission

determine that a lesser amount covers the just and

necessary sums.

(2) If any supervisor of general assistance or county
board fails or refuses after such recommendation to
provide a®¥ just and necessary sums of money for such

assistance, then the veteran service organization

7 7 7 or the
superintendent of any Veterans' Assistance Commission
located in the district of such supervisor of general
assistance or such county board shall apply to the circuit
court of the district or county for relief by mandamus
upon the supervisor of general assistance or county board
requiring him, her or it to pay, or to appropriate and pay
such sums of money, and upon proof made of the justice and
necessity of the claim, the circuit court shall grant the

sums SO requested sweh—assistanece.

(3) Such sums of money shall be drawn in the manner now

provided under Section 5-2006 of the Counties Code and

Section 12-21.13 of the TIllinois Public Aid Code by—daw
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oF tapree—ofF—the—peeor. Orders of commanders,
quartermasters, commandants, or superintendents of
Veterans' Assistance Commissions shall be proper warrants
wogehers for the expenditure of such sums of money.

(Source: P.A. 87-796.)

(330 ILCS 45/3) (from Ch. 23, par. 3083)

Sec. 3. In case there is no veteran service pest—er—ecamp—of

miEary—veterans organization, 1in any town in which it is

T

necessary that such assistance as provided in Section 2 should

be granted, the administrator everseer of military veterans

assistance shall accept and pay the orders drawn, as
hereinbefore provided by the commander, quartermaster or

commandant of any veteran service organization pest—er—ecamp—of

i teraas—erganizatien, upon the recommendation of
an assistance committee, who shall be residents of the said
town in which the assistance may be furnished.

(Source: P.A. 87-796.)

(330 ILCS 45/4) (from Ch. 23, par. 3084)
Sec. 4. Upon the taking effect of this Act, the commander

of any veteran service organization, or in a county in which a

County Veterans Assistance Commission is properly created pest

£ oL o = 21 2
T T A TL 119 e e e

ary—veterans—eorganizatieon, which shall
undertake the assistance of military veterans and their

families, as hereinbefore provided, before the acts of the
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commander, quartermaster or commandant shall be operative in
any city or town, shall file with the city clerk of such city

or town clerk of such town, or administrator esve¥rseer of

military veterans assistance of such town or county, a notice

that said veteran service organization pest—campr—echapter——oF

detaehment intends to undertake such assistance as is provided
by this Act, and such notice shall contain the names of the

assistance committee of the veteran service organization pest+

camp—chapter—er—detaehment in such city or town, and the

commander and other officers of said wveteran service

organization pest——ecamp;——chapter—or—detachment. And the

commander of the veteran service organization pest——ecampy

rapter—er—derachment shall annually thereafter, during the

month of October, file a similar notice with the city or town

clerk, or the administrator ewverseer of military veterans

assistance, also a detailed statement of the amount of
assistance furnished during the preceding year, with the names
of all persons to whom such assistance shall have Dbeen
furnished, together with a brief statement in such case from
the assistance committee upon whose recommendation the orders
were drawn. Any person who fails or neglects so to do at the
time required by this Act shall be guilty of a petty offense
and fined $250 to be recovered in the name of the county in the
circuit court.

(Source: P.A. 87-796.)
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(330 TLCS 45/5) (from Ch. 23, par. 3085)
Sec. 5. The auditing board of any city or town or county

auditor, or the administrator ewerseer of military veterans

assistance of any city, town, or county, which shall be the

superintendent of any properly organized Veterans Assistance

Commission, may require of the commander, quartermaster of any

veteran service organization, or superintendent of any

properly organized Veterans Assistance Commission or

Bz oo o £V oL o £ PN T B I NN EE PN EV SN
A Ty I A T ST o Tr T rrCcaly \AYAZAF ey ye)

erganizatien, undertaking such assistance in any city or town,
a bond with sufficient and satisfactory sureties for the
faithful and honest discharge of their duties under this Act.

(Source: P.A. 87-796.)

(330 ILCS 45/6) (from Ch. 23, par. 3086)

Sec 6 Oszoxrx o o £ POVNE T I SN PESNE SN = oo o
. . v oSTTTo OoT mrrrrcary v TCTorro TTo O Lo

JAP2NEVS EVE NI NN szl oo\ 2o = ESS N £ 1 PPN NE N ad oS o £
TOLT  OT pPIIalt ooy Lottt/ W rcCclrrooc clirc rorr CcOoOrrcorrcrrc O COTroCTIIc oL
+ 1 M Al £V P N o AN o orara o 1+ b + 1 EN ot EV SN £ =
CIT COMIIo I riaoOT T ol oo Lo CcCaolrc C O c T O CcIIc pOS T O T O o

r—Seetions—2 re—3 f—+this—PAet- Military veterans with

o
T

families and the families of deceased veterans, shall,
whenever practicable, be provided for and assisted at their
homes in such city or town in which they shall have a

residence, in the manner provided in Sections 2 and 3 of this
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99-143, eff. 7-27-15.)

: P.A.

(Source

13

(from Ch. 23, par. 3087)

(330 ILCS 45/7)

14

In case there shall be within the limits of any

7.

Sec.

15

city or town more than one veteran service organization pest

16

it shall be the

o
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duty of the commander of each veteran service organization

18

to send

within such limits,
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to the commander of every other veteran service organization

20

within

as the case may be,

ni
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a written list of

on the first day of each month,

said limits,

22

the names of all persons to whom assistance has been granted

23

during the preceding month, under the provisions of this Act.

24

87-796.)

: P.A.

(Source

25
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(330 ILCS 45/8) (from Ch. 23, par. 3088)

Sec. 8. The commander of any veteran service organization

qr
B
-+

1+ 3z szt .
cary viT

H-
H

[ g

a SN ol
A3 CcTrC TTIT

Fressronatty—eha® SF—Sta
superintendent of any county Veterans' Assistance Commission
of Illinois shall annually report to the Governor, on or
before the first day of January of each year, such portions of

the transactions of the aforementioned veteran service

organization weteransl—ergapizatiens relating thereto as the

commander or superintendent ke may deem to be of interest to

that organization and the people of the State.

(Source: P.A. 87-796.)

(330 ILCS 45/9) (from Ch. 23, par. 3089)
Sec. 9. Veterans Assistance Commission.

(a) In counties having 2 or more veteran service

1 1 oot o oL oo o ab ot A oo = dat sl s b o £
Orqanlzatlons POSTT Oy ST Oy CTIaoa T oo o T CTO T CTIrco o

m
T

i I
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Sy —veterans—organisations as may be recognized by law,

£he Veterans Assistance Commission of such county. The

Veterans Assistance Commission of such county shall act as the

central service office for all veterans and their families and

for the families of deceased veterans. The Commission shall be

+ composed of delegates and alternates from a majority of such
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veteran service organizations pestss Cafmp Sy GBS SEaae:

ters r—ship selected annually as determined by each

veteran service organization pest——ship——camp—eor—chapter.

When so organized a Commission eemmissiern shall be clothed

ol o
CIITOT

with all the powers and charged with all the duties

theretofore devolving wupon the different veteran service

organizations within the county pests—andehapters—asprovided
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(1) Every BPRegian:
January 1 +hereafter, all Veterans Assistance Commissions

shall publish a notice to each wveteran service

o 5 + 1+ = + N
organization pests e N Eamm e e oF
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their respective county calling on them to select
delegates and alternates for that county's Veterans
Assistance Commission by the methods provided in this
subsection. The Veterans Assistance Commissions shall

allow each veteran service organization until March 1 to

respond, at which time those delegates and alternates

shall begin their term of office poste—ecampr—oRrEy
alh = al g = Aot S o o+ £ ma 1 2+ sz xzat BN N
\.zllut/LaCJ_, ».JJ.l_LtI’ L Ao C T T TITITNTCTTTCT L (=9 ) 1) A L_LA.J__Y vV oTC Ll O
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(2) Except as provided 1in paragraph (3), veteran

1 1 ) + = b +
service organizations pestEsy CampSy RS ehaptersy
alh g e o v Aot ol o+ o £ a1 2+ e szt PN = P NN B S NE S n
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shall be permitted to select one delegate and one
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alternate.

(3) In counties with 5 or more veteran service
organizations pests,—eamps,—untts—chapters—ships—oF
detachments—ef —+he—same—military—veterans—organization,

all the constituent veteran service organizations pestss

mititary—erganizatiens shall be permitted to select a
single delegate and single alternate to represent that

veteran service organization e FeEerans

erganizatien instead of each constituent veteran service

1 1 n at oL o PERNE I ol S £V alh g £V
Orqanlzatlon rPoSTy STty 3 i g w2 CIrapccTy CELE S Ao

detaehment selecting one delegate and one alternate. For
the purposes of meeting the majority requirement of this

subsection, when the constituent groups of a veteran

service organization miditary—veterans—eorganizatien choose

to select a single delegate and single alternate, the
single delegate and single alternate shall represent the

aggregate percentage of the constituent groups.

(4) If a wveteran service organization e

(0]

2 o ot ol o £ N I
Ull L I \_/J.J.(_A.t/k_, J_, b._)J.J._I_t/, L L (&1 ) ) A S S

ergarizatier serves more than one county, then it shall be
permitted to select one delegate and one alternate for the
Veterans Assistance Commission in each county in which at

least 25% of its members reside.

(b) The Commission superintendent apd—the—president—or

o £ =1 PR SIS =N =l = 2 =1
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ERES o 2 o
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yv—him; shall have egemerat oversight of the
distribution of all moneys and supplies appropriated by—the
ety for the benefit of military veterans and their
families, subject to such rules, regulations, administrative
procedures or audit reviews as are necessary as approved by
the Commission eewrty—Pbeard to carry out the spirit and intent
of this Act. No warrant authorized under this Act may be issued
for the payment of money without the presentation of an
itemized statement or claim, approved by the superintendent of

the Commission.
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(c) The Veterans Assistance Commission shall be in charge

of the administration of any benefits provided under Articles

VI and IX of the Illinois Public Aid Code for military veterans

and their families. The Veterans Assistance Commission shall

represent veterans in their application for benefits through

State and federal agencies, including representing veterans in

their appeals of adverse decisions. The superintendent of the

Veterans Assistance Commission and its employees must comply
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with the procedures and regulations adopted by the Veterans
Assistance Commission and the regulations of the Department of
Human Services. To further the intent of this Act of assisting
military wveterans, this Act is to be construed so that the
Veterans Assistance Commission shall provide needed services
to eligible veterans.

(Source: P.A. 102-484, eff. 8-20-21.)

(330 TLCS 45/10) (from Ch. 23, par. 3090)
Sec. 10. The executive powers of the Commission eemmissieon
shall be vested in a superintendent elected by the Commission
e PN =

= 2 oo =
COoOmtItT oo TOTT =

m—amoRrg—ehese who served honorably in the armed

forces of the United States. The superintendent; designated

superintendent of veterans assistance Superintendent—of

staree of the county, shall, under the direction

a DN oo
TS—2ITo5 oL

of the Commission eemmissiern, have charge of and maintain an
office in the county building or a etkher central location

within the county, to be wused solely by the Commission

eemmisstern for providing the just, necessary, and needed

services mandated by law earryirprg—eon—ts—assistapce—work. The

county shall provide for the funding of the office and furnish

all necessary supplies, including telephone, printing,
stationery, and postage therefor.

The county board shall, in any county where a Veterans
Assistance Commission 1s organized, in addition to sums

appropriated for these just, necessary, and needed services as




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

HB5184 Engrossed - 16 - LRB102 23259 KTG 32424 b

provided by law and approved by the Commission assistarece—and

P NE SR X3
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tapee—purpeses under this Act, appropriate such

Do o
Ao o Lo

additional sums, upon recommendation of the Veterans

Assistance Commission anrd—as—appreved—ry—the—ecountyPoard, to

properly compensate the officers and employees required to

administer such assistance. Sweh—eounty—board—approvat——shallt

his—employees—in—a—Fust—manner— The county board shall also
provide funds to the Commission eemmiss+eor To reimburse the
superintendent, officers, delegates and employees for certain
expenses which are approved by the Commission eemmissiern. The
superintendent and other employees shall be employees of the
Veterans Assistance Commission, and no provision 1in this
Section or elsewhere in this Act shall be construed to mean
that they are employees of the county.

Superintendents, subject to rules formulated by the

Commission eemmissiern, shall select, as far as possible,

Veteran Service Officers seeretaries and other employees from

among hererablty—diseharged military veterans who did not

receive a bad conduct or dishonorable discharge as—defined—in

Seetieon—2, or their surwivimg spouses.

In a county with 1less than 2,000,000 inhabitants, the



10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17

18
19

20

HB5184 Engrossed - 17 - LRB102 23259 KTG 32424 b

superintendent may, 1n conformance with subsection (f) of
Section 3-9005 of the Counties Code, request legal assistance
from the State's Attorney serving the county in which the
Veterans Assistance Commission is located.

Superintendents of all counties subject to this Act, when

required by the Commission, eemmiss+eory shall give bond in the

sum of $2,000 for the faithful performance of their duties.

All persons elected or selected to fill positions provided
for in this Section shall be exempt from the operation and
provisions of any civil service act or laws of this State, and
the secretary of the Commission eemmissiern shall be appointed

by the superintendent. Hewewver—ifF—'Fhe—F1lipeois—Publie—A+d
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(Source: P.A. 102-56, eff. 7-9-21.)

(330 ILCS 45/11 rep.)
Section 20. The Military Veterans Assistance Act 1is

amended by repealing Section 11.



