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104TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
State of Illinois

2025 and 2026
HB4570

Introduced 1/30/2026, by Rep. Suzanne M. Ness

SYNOPSIS AS INTRODUCED:

20 ILCS 505/35.7

Amends the Children and Family Services Act. Removes all references
and provisions requiring the Department of Children and Family Services to
develop Error Reduction Implementation Plans. Instead requires the
Department to develop Strengthening Best Practices Plans, as necessary,
informed by principles of safety science, for the purpose of reducing
child fatalities and serious harm. Provides that these plans shall (i) be
guided by patterns, findings, and recommendations, as identified in the
DCFS Office of the 1Inspector General (0IG) death or serious injury
investigations and Child Death Review Teams recommendations; and (ii)
address the systemic and organizational conditions that contribute to
child fatalities and serious harm. Requires the Inspector General to
submit proposed Strengthening Best Practices Plans to the Department's
Director for review. Requires the plans to include compliance provisions,
which specify methods for implementing, monitoring, and evaluating
recommendations. Requires the OIG, in collaboration with the Department,
to implement training and reform protocols through incubating change in
each region, Department office, or Child Welfare Contributing Agency, as
required. Requires the OIG to develop and submit new Strengthening Best
Practices Plans, as necessary, and to work with staff designated by the
Department to deliver training curriculum in order to implement each
Strengthening Best Practices Plan. Provides that the OIG shall include a
review of the implementation and evaluation of the plans from the previous
fiscal year, as necessary, in the OIG Annual Report provided to the General
Assembly and Governor.
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AN ACT concerning State government.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of lllinois,

represented in the General Assembly:

Section 5. The Children and Family Services Act is amended

by changing Section 35.7 as follows:

(20 ILCS 505/35.7)

Sec. 35.7. Strengthening Best Practices Irror—Reduetion

t+ens Plans; Inspector General.
(a) The Inspector General of the Department of Children

and Family Services shall develop Strengthening Best Practices

e Plans, as necessary, informed

by principles of safety science, for the purpose of reducing

child fatalities and serious harm. These plans shall be guided

by patterns, findings, and recommendations, +te—remedy—patterns
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Strengthening Best Practices

1

The Director may approve the

Plans to the Director for review.

2

or approve plans amended by the Office of the

plans submitted,

3

and

consideration policies

into

General, taking

Inspector

procedures that govern the function and performance of any

shall document the

staff. The Director

affected frontline

6

The

basis for disapproval of any submitted or amended plan.

Strengthening Best Practices Plans shall include compliance

8

implementing,

for

specify methods

which

provisions,

and evaluating recommendations.

monitoring,
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the previous fiscal vyear, as necessary, in the O0OIG Annual

Report provided to the General Assembly and Governor in

accordance with subsection (h) of Section 35.5. Fhe—Pbireector
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(Source: P.A. 100-863, eff. 8-14-18.)



