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 The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
 Senator John M. Sullivan, Rushville, Illinois, presiding. 

 Prayer by Chance Newingham, Lifegate International Ministries, Athens, Illinois. 

 Senator Jacobs led the Senate in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

 Senator Hunter moved that reading and approval of the Journal of Tuesday, December 2, 2014, be 

postponed, pending arrival of the printed Journal. 
 The motion prevailed. 

 

 

REPORTS RECEIVED 

 
 The Secretary placed before the Senate the following reports: 

 

 Joint Criminal Justice Reform Committee Final Report, submitted by the Joint Criminal Justice 
Reform Committee.  

 

 Small Business Set-Aside Program Fiscal Year 2014 Annual Report, submitted by the Chief 

Procurement Office. 

 

 The foregoing reports were ordered received and placed on file in the Secretary’s Office. 
 

 

LEGISLATIVE MEASURES FILED 

 

 The following Floor amendments to the House Bills listed below have been filed with the Secretary 

and referred to the Committee on Assignments: 
 

 Senate Floor Amendment No. 1 to House Bill 3817 

 Senate Floor Amendment No. 4 to House Bill 4733 

 

 

JOINT ACTION MOTIONS FILED 

 

 The following Joint Action Motions to the Senate Bills listed below have been filed with the 

Secretary and referred to the Committee on Assignments: 
 

 Motion to Concur in House Amendments 1 and 2 to Senate Bill 1009 

 Motion to Concur in House Amendments 1, 2 and 3 to Senate Bill 2221 
 Motion to Concur in House Amendments 1 and 3 to Senate Bill 2729 

 Motion to Concur in House Amendments 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 to Senate Bill 2758 

 Motion to Concur in House Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 3028 
 Motion to Concur in House Amendments 1 and 2 to Senate Bill 3075 

 Motion to Concur in House Amendments 1 and 2 to Senate Bill 3366 

 
 

PRESENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS 

 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 1691 

 Offered by Senator Rose and all Senators:  

 Mourns the death of the Honorable Judge Garry William Bryan. 
 

 By unanimous consent, the foregoing resolution was  referred to the Resolutions Consent Calendar.  

 

 

 Senator J. Cullerton  and all Senators offered the following Senate Resolution, which was referred 

to the Committee on Assignments: 
 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 1692 
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    WHEREAS, Illinois State Senator Michael Frerichs has represented the citizens of the State of Illinois 

and the families of the 52nd Senate District since 2007; and  
  

    WHEREAS, Senator Frerichs grew up in Gifford, a small farming community in Champaign County; 

and  
  

    WHEREAS, Senator Frerichs graduated from Rantoul Township High School and Yale University; and 

  
    WHEREAS, Senator Frerichs moved to Taiwan and studied Chinese at the National Cheng Kung 

University while teaching English; and 
  

    WHEREAS, Senator Frerichs taught at Rantoul Township High School while serving his community 

as a volunteer firefighter; he also served on the board of a local non-profit nursing home and was an active 
member of the Rotary Club of Urbana; and 

  

    WHEREAS, Senator Frerichs was twice elected to the Champaign County Board, where he fought 

against wasteful spending and was recognized for his independent voice; and 

  

    WHEREAS, Senator Frerichs served as the Champaign County Auditor, where he established a 
reputation as a financial watchdog, receiving awards for his transparent financial reporting; and 

  

    WHEREAS, Senator Frerichs has been an innovative leader in the Illinois Senate, highlighted by his 
passage of the 2007 law authorizing stem cell research in Illinois, further elevating the State as a national 

leader in promoting critical medical research to alleviate medical conditions such as Parkinson's Disease, 

juvenile diabetes, and different forms of cancer; and 
  

    WHEREAS, Senator Frerichs is a strong advocate for government transparency and has worked to end 

"pay to play" politics in State government; and 
  

    WHEREAS, Senator Frerichs voted to impeach former Governor Blagojevich and made a motion to 

disqualify him from ever holding public office in Illinois again; and 
  

    WHEREAS, Senator Frerichs led efforts to abolish the General Assembly tuition waiver program due 

to the struggles Illinois colleges and universities faced as well as abuses of the program; and 
  

    WHEREAS, Senator Frerichs has the distinct honor of representing the University of Illinois as the 

Higher Education Committee Chairman; he passed an innovative law to jump start Illinois' "Pay it forward, 
Pay it Back" pilot tuition program to make college affordable for Illinois residents regardless of their 

financial situation; and 

  
    WHEREAS, Senator Frerichs knows the importance of the agriculture industry in Illinois; growing up 

in a small farming town gave him a solid foundation as the Chairman of the Agriculture Committee to 

reflect on and support agriculture policies for farmers across Illinois; his efforts were recognized in 2008, 
2010, 2012, and 2014 by the Illinois Farm Bureau by being awarded the Friend of Agriculture Award; he 

also was awarded the 2010 Legislative Award for his outstanding service to the swine industry by the 

Illinois Pork Producers Association; and 
  

    WHEREAS, Senator Frerichs fought to help his hometown of Gifford after the November 2013 

tornadoes; he led the charge to introduce legislation to help business owners recover from natural disasters 
in Illinois by providing them with property tax relief and working closely with State agencies to secure 

close to $1 million to help rebuild and repair the Village of Gifford and Compromise Township; he will 

continue to work with local stakeholders to ensure the residents of Gifford are given the necessary 
resources to be successful in their efforts; and 

  

    WHEREAS, Senator Frerichs understands the importance of advocating for a strong local economy and 
has been an advocate of promoting job creation across Illinois in a number of ways, including his 

leadership as co-chair of the bipartisan Senate Special Committee on Enterprise Zone Extensions that has 
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traveled the State to gather input on proposed legislation to modernize and extend the Enterprise Zone 
Program; in recognition of his efforts, the Illinois Enterprise Zone Association presented Senator Frerichs 

with the 2012 Legislative Achievement Award; and 

  
    WHEREAS, Senator Frerichs understands our returning heroes have risked their lives for our nation 

and we should do what we can to recognize them for their service; in 2008, he passed a law to allow 

Vietnam veterans to receive their high school diplomas, which helped many Vietnam Veterans who were 
drafted before they could finish high school; and 

  

    WHEREAS, Senator Frerichs worked for years to pass fracking legislation that would protect the 
environment and allow us to take advantage of various economic opportunities by implementing the 

toughest fracking regulations in the nation; to honor his work and service to the environment the Illinois 
Environmental Council (IEC) presented Senator Frerichs with the IEC's Environmental Leadership 

Award; and 

  
    WHEREAS, Senator Frerichs has worked for years to give legal voters every opportunity possible to 

go out and practice their civic duty; he sponsored a law to require election authorities to conduct grace 

period registration, grace period voting, and early voting at public universities, colleges and community 

colleges in Illinois to make voting more accessible to college students who wish to vote, but are unable to 

do so due to lack of transportation or busy school schedules; and  

  
    WHEREAS, Senator Frerichs, as the co-chairman of the bipartisan Commission on Government 

Forecasting and Accountability (COGFA), helped resolve a dispute over the bidding process for State 

employee health insurance contracts and continues to serve as a voice for downstate employees worried 
about their benefits; and  

  

    WHEREAS, Senator Frerichs is the first Democrat from Champaign County elected to any Statewide 
constitutional office; and  

  

    WHEREAS, Senator Frerichs is the father of his loving and wonderful daughter Ella Frerichs; he will 
be dearly missed by all in this chamber; therefore, be it  

  

    RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE NINETY-EIGHTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
STATE OF ILLINOIS, that we thank State Senator Michael Frerichs for his dedicated service to the people 

of Illinois and honor him with this resolution; and be it further  

  
    RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be presented to Senator Frerichs with our best 

wishes for him as he prepares to serve Illinois as our next State Treasurer.  

 

 

 Senator J. Cullerton  and all Senators offered the following Senate Resolution, which was referred 

to the Committee on Assignments: 
 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 1693 
 
  

    WHEREAS, Illinois State Senator Mike Jacobs has represented the citizens of the State of Illinois and 

the families of the 36th Senate District since 2005; and  
  

    WHEREAS, Senator Mike Jacobs joined the Illinois Senate in May of 2005 as the unanimous choice to 

fill the vacancy created when his father, Senator Denny Jacobs, stepped down from public office after 
serving the Quad Cities for 14 years; and  

  

    WHEREAS, Senator Jacobs learned the strong values of public service and giving back to his 
community through the selfless examples provided by his grandmother Caroline "Ma" Jacobs, known for 

serving plentiful portions of generosity, regardless of a customer's skin color; she is believed to be the first 

white restaurant owner in Illinois to serve African-Americans at her restaurant, Jake's Cafe; and 
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    WHEREAS, Senator Jacobs was elected to the Illinois Senate by the voters of the 36th Senate District 
in 2006, 2008, and 2012; and  

  

    WHEREAS, Senator Jacobs previously served as the downstate liaison for Illinois Secretary of State 
Jesse White, where he managed driver facilities and operations for 14 counties across northwest Illinois; 

and  

  
    WHEREAS, Understanding the importance of job creation to improve the region's economy, Senator 

Jacobs worked to make sure the Western Illinois University Riverfront Campus became a reality; Senator 

Jacobs, together with Representative Pat Verschoore, worked to secure $62 million to fund the expansion; 
and 

  
    WHEREAS, Senator Jacobs worked hard to enhance transportation and economic development 

opportunities in the Quad Cities area by securing direct flights from the Quad Cities to Washington, DC 

and by keeping the doors of the Rock Island Arsenal open, thereby securing employment for 7,000 
employees at the Arsenal; and  

  

    WHEREAS, Senator Jacobs worked diligently to secure $150 million to expand Amtrak service to the 

Quad Cities, providing a direct connection between the Quad Cities and Chicago, which will benefit the 

region for years to come; and  

  
    WHEREAS, Senator Jacobs saw the Thomson Correctional Center as an economic opportunity for 

Carroll and Henry Counties and worked with leaders at the federal, State, and local levels to secure the 

sale of the Thomson Correctional Center to the federal government, which resulted in an influx of over 
2,000 long-term jobs in the 36th Senate District and $165 million in revenue to help balance the State's 

budget; and 

  
    WHEREAS, Senator Jacobs helped secure vital funds for the construction of the newly-opened $40 

million KONE Centre development in downtown Moline to create good-paying and stable construction 

jobs for the residents of the region for years to come; and  
  

    WHEREAS, Senator Jacobs has been a strong advocate for job creation throughout his career; he worked 

to amend the Quad Cities Regional Economic Development Authority Act by extending its geographic 
area to include Jo Daviess, Carroll, Whiteside, Stephenson, and Lee counties; and  

  

    WHEREAS, As the Chairman of the Senate Energy Committee, Senator Jacobs worked to bring more 
than a thousand jobs and additional clean energy to Illinois by securing an agreement that required the 

State to push green energy usage from 3% to 5% and promoting an initiative to support wind turbine and 

transmission manufacturing that resulted in over 1,450 union jobs and approximately $7 billion worth of 
investments in innovative wind energy projects; and 

  

    WHEREAS, Senator Jacobs was honored by the Illinois Committee of Blind Vendors for securing the 
passage of the Blind Vendors Act, which helped to create vending and concession businesses and provide 

new opportunities for blind women and men in Illinois to allow them to be self-sufficient and self-

employed; and  
  

    WHEREAS, Acting to promote the independence of our most vulnerable populations, Senator Jacobs 

worked to pass a law that requires gas stations to make sure there are easily accessible fueling stations for 
those with disabilities by requiring gas stations to have a call device that allows motorists with disabilities 

to request assistance; and  

  
    WHEREAS, To raise cancer awareness, Senator Jacobs worked to pass "Brandon's Law" to raise 

awareness of testicular cancer in high school health classes; Brandon Ballard died from testicular cancer 

at the age of 19, and his parents worked with Senator Jacobs to craft legislation to promote cancer 
awareness to prevent similar tragedies from occurring in the future; and 

  

    WHEREAS, Senator Jacobs understood the importance of honoring our veterans for the tireless 
sacrifices they have made for our country; he was recognized by the American Legion Department of 

Illinois for his commitment to the Veterans Special Programs American National Network; and  
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    WHEREAS, To provide the children of the 36th Senate District with excellent educational opportunities, 

Senator Jacobs fought to secure funding for Silvis School District 34, securing $11.4 million to construct 

Northeast Junior High School and renovate the George O. Barr Elementary School; and  
  

    WHEREAS, Senator Jacobs understood the long-term benefits of providing children with after-school 

programs; he worked to secure $600,000 for construction of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Park and $88,000 
for renovations to the organizations' center to strengthen schools, families, and communities and to create 

additional outlets for children to thrive; and 

  
    WHEREAS, Senator Jacobs received the 2014 YMCA Legislative Hero Award for his work to secure 

$175,000 in funding for renovations to the Two Rivers YMCA and as a symbol of their gratitude for his 
years of dedication to the YMCA, local youth and teens, and his community; and  

  

    WHEREAS, Senator Jacobs led the passage of a major State construction plan that brought $563 million 
to northwest Illinois, which has been invested in infrastructure, job creation, future construction, and 

railroad expansion and has provided hundreds of immediate jobs for area residents; and  

  

    WHEREAS, To help keep businesses open in the 36th Senate District, Senator Jacobs worked with the 

Wahl Clipper Corporation to secure an incentive package to guarantee that the company would be able to 

keep up with the growing worldwide demand for its products; when Wahl Clipper discussed moving out 
of the region to meet its growing business needs, Senator Jacobs worked to ensure that the company kept 

over 1,000 jobs in Sterling and created additional jobs for local residents; and 

  
    WHEREAS, Senator Jacobs is the fourth member of his family to serve in the General Assembly; his 

great-uncle, Charles Carpentier, was a former Illinois Secretary of State, State Senator, and Mayor of East 

Moline; his grandfather, Oral "Jake" Jacobs, served in the Illinois House of Representatives, on the Rock 
Island County Board, and as an East Moline Alderman; most recently, his father Denny Jacobs served as 

Mayor of East Moline and as a State Senator; and  

  
    WHEREAS, Senator Jacobs is an advocate for labor unions and working families throughout the State 

and is a former member of 3 Quad City area unions: American Federation of State, County and Municipal 

Employees Local 2025; United Automobile Workers Local 1304; and Laborers' Local Union 309; and  
  

    WHEREAS, Senator Jacobs' commitment to his district and its communities is demonstrated by the 

excellent job he has done as a State Senator and by the recognition he has received from numerous groups 
and organizations, including the Illinois Farm Bureau ACTIVATOR, the Readers' Choice Award in 

recognition of Best Local Politician, the Downstate Democrat Bald Eagle Award, the Illinois Committee 

of Blind Vendors' Randolph Sheppard Advocate Award, the Illinois Association of Regional 
Superintendents of Schools' recognition of Outstanding Service to the schools of the State of Illinois in 

2006 and 2011, the Illinois Public Transportation Association's Legislator of the Year Award, and the 

Associated Fire Fighters of Illinois' Legislative Award for Outstanding Leadership; and  
  

    WHEREAS, Senator Jacobs is the father of his loving son, Elliott, and the son of Mary Ellen and Denny 

Jacobs; he will be deeply missed by all in this chamber; therefore, be it  
  

    RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE NINETY-EIGHTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 

STATE OF ILLINOIS, that we thank State Senator Mike Jacobs for his dedicated service to the people of 
Illinois and honor him with this resolution; and be it further  

  

    RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be presented to Senator Jacobs with our best wishes 
for his future endeavors.  

 

 

 Senator Clayborne offered the following Senate Resolution, which was referred to the Committee 

on Assignments: 

 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 1694 
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    RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE NINETY-EIGHTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 

STATE OF ILLINOIS, that a Committee of 3 members of the Senate be appointed, 2 members to be 

appointed by the President and one member to be appointed by the Minority Leader, to: (i) approve the 
final Journals of the Senate of the Ninety-Eighth General Assembly where such journals have not, prior to 

the adjournment sine die, been approved by the body as a whole; and (ii) review, correct, and thereafter 

approve as final all Journals of the Senate from the First Special Session in June and December of 2013.  
 

 

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES 
 

 Senator Noland, Chairperson of the Committee on Criminal Law, to which was referred the Motion 
to Concur with House Amendment to the following Senate Bill, reported that the Committee recommends 

do adopt: 

 
 Motion to Concur in House Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 3509 

 

 Under the rules, the foregoing motion is eligible for consideration by the Senate. 

 

 

 Senator Sandoval, Chairperson of the Committee on Local Government, to which was referred the 
Motion to Concur with House Amendment to the following Senate Bill, reported that the Committee 

recommends do adopt: 

 
 Motion to Concur in House Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 1680 

 Motion to Concur in House Amendment 3 to Senate Bill 1680 

 
 Under the rules, the foregoing motion is eligible for consideration by the Senate. 

 

 

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON ASSIGNMENTS 

 

 Senator Clayborne, Chairperson of the Committee on Assignments, during its December 3, 2014 
meeting, reported the following Legislative Measure has been assigned to the indicated Standing 

Committee of the Senate: 

 
 Executive: Senate Floor Amendment No. 1 to House Bill 3817. 

 

 
 Senator Clayborne, Chairperson of the Committee on Assignments, during its December 3, 2014 

meeting, reported the following Joint Action Motions have been assigned to the indicated Standing 

Committee of the Senate: 
 

Executive: Motion to Concur in House Amendments 1 and 2 to Senate Bill 1009 

  Motion to Concur in House Amendments 1, 2 and 3 to Senate Bill 2221 

  Motion to Concur in House Amendments 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 to Senate Bill 2758 

  Motion to Concur in House Amendments 1 and 2 to Senate Bill 2992 

  Motion to Concur in House Amendments 1 and 2 to Senate Bill 3075 

  Motion to Concur in House Amendments 1 and 2 to Senate Bill 3366 

 

State Government and Veterans Affairs:  

  Motion to Concur in House Amendment 2 to Senate Bill 1431 

  Motion to Concur in House Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 3028 

 

 

 Senator Clayborne, Chairperson of the Committee on Assignments, during its December 3, 2014 

meeting, reported that the following Legislative Measure has been approved for consideration: 

 

 Senate Floor Amendment No. 4 to House Bill 4733 
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 The foregoing floor amendment was placed on the Secretary’s Desk. 

 

 

 Senator Clayborne, Chairperson of the Committee on Assignments, during its December 3, 2014 

meeting, reported that the following Legislative Measures have been approved for consideration: 

 

 Senate Resolutions 1692 and 1693 

 

 The foregoing resolutions were placed on the Secretary’s Desk. 
 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 The Chair announced the following committees to meet at 12:00 o'clock p.m.: 
 

  Executive in Room 212 

  State Government and Veterans Affairs in Room 409 

 

 

HOUSE BILL RECALLED 

 

 On motion of Senator Link, House Bill No. 3834 was recalled from the order of third reading to 

the order of second reading. 
 Senator Link offered the following amendment and moved its adoption: 

 

AMENDMENT NO. 2 TO HOUSE BILL 3834  

      AMENDMENT NO.   2   . Amend House Bill 3834, AS AMENDED, by replacing everything after 

the enacting clause with the following:  

  
    "Section 5. The Secretary of State Act is amended by changing Section 12 as follows: 

    (15 ILCS 305/12) (from Ch. 124, par. 10.2)  

    Sec. 12. Parking fees; leases.  
    (a) The Secretary of State shall impose a fee of $20 per month payable by all State employees persons 

parking vehicles in the underground parking facility located south of the William G. Stratton State Office 

Building in Springfield and the parking ramp located at 401 South College Street located west of the 
William G. Stratton State Office Building in Springfield , unless a non-State employee requests a space 

located in either garage, in which case the Secretary shall set the fee by rule. State officers and employees 

who make application for and are allotted parking places in such parking facilities shall authorize the 
Comptroller to deduct the required fees from their payroll checks under the State Salary and Annuity 

Withholding Act and the amounts so withheld shall be deposited as provided in Section 8 of that Act. 

Persons who are not subject to the State Salary and Annuity Withholding Act and who are allotted parking 
places under this Section shall pay the required fees directly to the Office of the Secretary of State and the 

amounts so collected shall be deposited as follows: 80% in the Capital Development Bond Retirement and 

Interest Fund in the State Treasury and 20% in the State Parking Facility Maintenance Fund in the State 
Treasury.  

    (b) The Secretary of State may enter into agreements with public or private entities or individuals to 

lease to those entities or individuals parking spaces at State-owned Secretary of State facilities. Such 
agreements may be executed only upon a determination by the Secretary that leasing the parking spaces 

will not adversely impact the delivery of services to the public. The fee to be charged to the entity or 

individual leasing the parking spaces shall be established by rule. All funds collected by the Secretary 
pursuant to such leases shall be deposited in the State Parking Facility Maintenance Fund and shall be 

used for the maintenance and repair of parking lots at State-owned Secretary of State facilities.  

(Source: P.A. 98-179, eff. 8-5-13.)  
   

    Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon becoming law.".  

 
 The motion prevailed. 

 And the amendment was adopted and ordered printed. 
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 There being no further amendments, the bill, as amended, was ordered to a third reading. 

 

 

READING BILL FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES A THIRD TIME 

 

 On motion of Senator Link, House Bill No. 3834 having been printed as received from the House 

of Representatives, together with all Senate Amendments adopted thereto, was taken up and read by title 
a third time. 

 And the question being, “Shall this bill pass?” it was decided in the affirmative by the following 

vote: 
 

  YEAS 57; NAYS None. 
 

 The following voted in the affirmative: 

 
Althoff Frerichs Luechtefeld Rezin 

Barickman Haine Manar Righter 

Bertino-Tarrant Harmon Martinez Rose 

Biss Harris McCann Sandoval 

Bivins Hastings McCarter Silverstein 

Brady Holmes McConnaughay Stadelman 
Bush Hunter McGuire Steans 

Clayborne Jacobs Morrison Sullivan 

Collins Jones, E. Mulroe Syverson 
Connelly Koehler Murphy Trotter 

Cullerton, T. Kotowski Noland Van Pelt 

Cunningham LaHood Nybo Mr. President 
Delgado Landek Oberweis  

Duffy Lightford Radogno  

Forby Link Raoul  
 

 This bill, having received the vote of three-fifths of the members elected, was declared passed, and 

all amendments not adopted were tabled pursuant to Senate Rule No. 5-4(a). 
 Ordered that the Secretary inform the House of Representatives thereof. 

 

 
 At the hour of 10:58 o'clock a.m., Honorable John J. Cullerton, President of the Senate, presiding, 

for the purpose of an introduction. 

 
 

 At the hour of 11:08 o'clock a.m., Senator Sullivan, presiding. 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILLS ON  

SECRETARY’S DESK 

 

 On motion of Senator Muñoz, Senate Bill No. 1740, with House Amendments numbered 2 and 4 

on the Secretary’s Desk, was taken up for immediate consideration. 
 Senator Muñoz moved that the Senate concur with the House in the adoption of their amendments 

to said bill. 

 And on that motion, a call of the roll was had resulting as follows: 
 

  YEAS 57; NAYS None. 

 
 The following voted in the affirmative: 

 

Althoff Haine Luechtefeld Rezin 
Barickman Harmon Manar Righter 

Bertino-Tarrant Harris Martinez Rose 
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Biss Hastings McCann Sandoval 
Bivins Holmes McConnaughay Silverstein 

Brady Hunter McGuire Stadelman 

Bush Hutchinson Morrison Steans 
Clayborne Jacobs Mulroe Sullivan 

Collins Jones, E. Muñoz Syverson 

Connelly Koehler Murphy Trotter 
Cullerton, T. Kotowski Noland Van Pelt 

Cunningham LaHood Nybo Mr. President 

Delgado Landek Oberweis  
Forby Lightford Radogno  

Frerichs Link Raoul  
 

 The motion prevailed. 

 And the Senate concurred with the House in the adoption of their Amendments numbered 2 and 4 
to Senate Bill No. 1740, by a three-fifths vote. 

 Ordered that the Secretary inform the House of Representatives thereof. 

 

 

 At the hour of 11:16 o'clock a.m., Senator Link, presiding. 

 

 

 Senator Silverstein asked and obtained unanimous consent to recess for the purpose of a Democrat 

caucus. 

 

 Senator Althoff asked and obtained unanimous consent to recess for the purpose of a Republican 

caucus. 
 

 

PRESENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS 

 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 1695 

 Offered by Senator Brady and all Senators:  
 Mourns the death of Jeffrey D. Reeves of Bloomington. 

 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 1696 

 Offered by Senator Brady and all Senators:  

 Mourns the death of David G. Penn of Bloomington. 

 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 1697 

 Offered by Senator Brady and all Senators:  

 Mourns the death of Barry Leon Nixon of Venice, Florida. 
 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 1698 

 Offered by Senator Brady and all Senators:  
 Mourns the death of Timothy D. Flynn of Bloomington. 

 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 1699 

 Offered by Senator Brady and all Senators:  

 Mourns the death of Noah Christan Moore of Danvers. 

 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 1700 

 Offered by Senator Brady and all Senators:  

 Mourns the death of Robert E. “Bob” Doran of Normal. 

 

 By unanimous consent, the foregoing resolutions were referred to the Resolutions Consent 

Calendar.  
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 At the hour of 11:20 o'clock a.m., the Chair announced that the Senate stand at recess subject to the 
call of the Chair. 

 

RECESS 

 

 At the hour of 1:25 o'clock p.m., the Senate resumed consideration of business.  

  Senator Link, presiding. 
 

 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

 

A message from the House by 
Mr. Mapes, Clerk: 

Mr. President  --  I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has 

concurred with the Senate in the passage of a bill of the following title, to-wit:  
SENATE BILL NO. 172 

A bill for AN ACT concerning elections. 

Together with the following amendments which are attached, in the adoption of which I am 

instructed to ask the concurrence of the Senate, to-wit:  

House Amendment No. 1 to SENATE BILL NO. 172 

House Amendment No. 2 to SENATE BILL NO. 172 
Passed the House, as amended, December 3, 2014. 

   

TIMOTHY D. MAPES, Clerk of the House 
 

AMENDMENT NO. 1 TO SENATE BILL 172 

      AMENDMENT NO.   1   . Amend Senate Bill 172 by replacing everything after the enacting clause 
with the following:  

  

    "Section 5. The Election Code is amended by changing Sections 1-9, 1-12, 1A-8, 1A-16, 1A-16.5, 1A-
25, 3-6, 4-6.3, 4-10, 4-50, 4-105, 5-9, 5-16.3, 5-50, 5-105, 6-29, 6-50.3, 6-100, 6-105, 7-15, 7-34, 7-61, 8-

17, 9-21, 10-7, 10-9, 11-4.1, 11-7, 12-1, 13-1, 13-2, 13-10, 14-3.1, 16-5.01, 17-8, 17-9, 17-18.1, 17-19.2, 

17-21, 17-23, 17-29, 18-5, 18-9.2, 18A-5, 18A-15, 19-3, 19-4, 19-5, 19-6, 19-7, 19-8, 19-10, 19-12.1, 19-
12.2, 19-13, 19-15, 19-20, 19A-10, 19A-15, 19A-25, 19A-35, 19A-75, 20-1, 20-2, 20-2.1, 20-2.2, 20-2.3, 

20-3, 20-4, 20-5, 20-6, 20-7, 20-8, 20-10, 20-13, 20-13.1, 20-25, 24-15, 24-16, 24A-6, 24A-10, 24A-15.1, 

24B-6, 24B-10, 24B-15.1, 24C-1, 24C-6, 24C-11, 24C-13, 24C-15, 25-7, 28-9, 29-5, 29-20, and the 
heading of Article 19 and Section 19-2 and by adding Sections 1-9.1, 1-9.2, 1A-45, 13-3.5, 14-3.1A, 18A-

218, 18A-218.10, 18A-218.20, 18A-218.30, and 18A-218.40, as follows: 

    (10 ILCS 5/1-9)  
    Sec. 1-9. Central counting of grace period, early, vote by mail absentee, and provisional ballots. 

Notwithstanding any statutory provision to the contrary enacted before the effective date of this 

amendatory Act of the 94th General Assembly, all grace period ballots, early voting ballots, vote by mail 
absentee ballots, and provisional ballots to be counted shall be delivered to and counted at an election 

authority's central ballot counting location and not in precincts. References in this Code enacted before the 

effective date of this amendatory Act of the 94th General Assembly to delivery and counting of grace 
period ballots, early voting ballots, vote by mail absentee ballots, or provisional ballots to or at a precinct 

polling place or to the proper polling place shall be construed as references to delivery and counting of 

those ballots to and at the election authority's central ballot counting location.  
(Source: P.A. 94-1000, eff. 7-3-06.) 

    (10 ILCS 5/1-9.1 new)  

    Sec. 1-9.1. Ballot counting information dissemination. Each election authority maintaining a website 
must provide 24-hour notice on its website of the date, time, and location of the analysis, processing, and 

counting of all ballot forms. The election authority must also notify any political party or pollwatcher of 

the same information 24 hours before the count begins if such political party or pollwatcher has requested 
to be notified. Notification may be by electronic mail at the address provided by the requester. 

    (10 ILCS 5/1-9.2 new)  

    Sec. 1-9.2. Uncounted ballot information on website. Beginning at 4:00 p.m. on the day after election 
day, each election authority maintaining a website shall post the number of ballots that remain uncounted. 

The posting shall separate the totals into the following categories: ballots cast on election day, early voting 
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ballots, provisional ballots, vote by mail ballots received by the election authority but not counted, and 
vote by mail ballots sent by the election authority but have not been returned to the election authority. This 

information shall be updated on the website of the election authority before 4:00 p.m. on each day until 

the period for counting provisional and vote by mail ballots has ended. All election authorities, regardless 
of whether they maintain a website, shall share the same information, separated in the same manner, with 

the State Board of Elections by 4:00 p.m. each day beginning the day after election day and until the period 

for counting provisional and vote by mail ballots has ended. 
    (10 ILCS 5/1-12)  

    Sec. 1-12. Public university voting.  

    (a) Each appropriate election authority shall, in addition to the early voting conducted at locations 
otherwise required by law, conduct early voting, grace period registration, and grace period voting at the 

student union in a high traffic location on the campus of a public university within the election authority's 
jurisdiction. The voting required by this subsection (a) to be conducted on campus must be conducted from 

the beginning of the 6th day before a general election day until the end of the 3rd day before a general 

election day from 10:00 a.m. to 7 p.m. and as otherwise required by Article 19A of this Code. If an election 
authority has voting equipment that can accommodate a ballot in every form required in the election 

authority's jurisdiction, then the election authority shall extend early voting under this Section to any 

registered voter in the election authority's jurisdiction. However, if the election authority does not have 

voting equipment that can accommodate a ballot in every form required in the election authority's 

jurisdiction, then the election authority may limit early voting under this Section to registered voters in 

precincts where the public university is located and precincts bordering the university. Each public 
university shall make the space available at the student union in a high traffic area for, and cooperate and 

coordinate with the appropriate election authority in, the implementation of this subsection (a).  

    (b) (Blank). Each appropriate election authority shall, in addition to the voting conducted at locations 
otherwise required by law, conduct in-person absentee voting on election day in a high-traffic location on 

the campus of a public university within the election authority's jurisdiction. The procedures for 

conducting in-person absentee voting at a site established pursuant to this subsection (b) shall, to the extent 
practicable, be the same procedures required by Article 19 of this Code for in-person absentee ballots. The 

election authority may limit in-person absentee voting under this subsection (b) to registered voters in 

precincts where the public university is located and precincts bordering the university. The election 
authority shall have voting equipment and ballots necessary to accommodate registered voters who may 

cast an in-person absentee ballot at a site established pursuant to this subsection (b). Each public university 

shall make the space available in a high-traffic area for, and cooperate and coordinate with the appropriate 
election authority in, the implementation of this subsection (b). 

    (c) For the purposes of this Section, "public university" means the University of Illinois, Illinois State 

University, Chicago State University, Governors State University, Southern Illinois University, Northern 
Illinois University, Eastern Illinois University, Western Illinois University, or Northeastern Illinois 

University the University of Illinois at its campuses in Urbana-Champaign and Springfield, Southern 

Illinois University at its campuses in Carbondale and Edwardsville, Eastern Illinois University, Illinois 
State University, Northern Illinois University, and Western Illinois University at its campuses in Macomb 

and Moline.  

(Source: P.A. 98-115, eff. 7-29-13; 98-691, eff. 7-1-14.) 
    (10 ILCS 5/1A-8) (from Ch. 46, par. 1A-8)  

    Sec. 1A-8. The State Board of Elections shall exercise the following powers and perform the following 

duties in addition to any powers or duties otherwise provided for by law:  
        (1) Assume all duties and responsibilities of the State Electoral Board and the  

     Secretary of State as heretofore provided in this Act; 
 

        (2) Disseminate information to and consult with election authorities concerning the  

     
conduct of elections and registration in accordance with the laws of this State and the laws of the United 

States; 
 

        (3) Furnish to each election authority prior to each primary and general election and  

     

any other election it deems necessary, a manual of uniform instructions consistent with the provisions 

of this Act which shall be used by election authorities in the preparation of the official manual of 

instruction to be used by the judges of election in any such election. In preparing such manual, the State 
Board shall consult with representatives of the election authorities throughout the State. The State Board 

may provide separate portions of the uniform instructions applicable to different election jurisdictions 

which administer elections under different options provided by law. The State Board may by regulation 
require particular portions of the uniform instructions to be included in any official manual of 

instructions published by election authorities. Any manual of instructions published by any election 
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authority shall be identical with the manual of uniform instructions issued by the Board, but may be 
adapted by the election authority to accommodate special or unusual local election problems, provided 

that all manuals published by election authorities must be consistent with the provisions of this Act in 

all respects and must receive the approval of the State Board of Elections prior to publication; provided 
further that if the State Board does not approve or disapprove of a proposed manual within 60 days of 

its submission, the manual shall be deemed approved. 
 

        (4) Prescribe and require the use of such uniform forms, notices, and other supplies not  

     
inconsistent with the provisions of this Act as it shall deem advisable which shall be used by election 

authorities in the conduct of elections and registrations; 
 

        (5) Prepare and certify the form of ballot for any proposed amendment to the  

     

Constitution of the State of Illinois, or any referendum to be submitted to the electors throughout the 

State or, when required to do so by law, to the voters of any area or unit of local government of the 
State; 

 

        (6) Require such statistical reports regarding the conduct of elections and registration  

     from election authorities as may be deemed necessary; 
 

        (7) Review and inspect procedures and records relating to conduct of elections and  

     
registration as may be deemed necessary, and to report violations of election laws to the appropriate 

State's Attorney or the Attorney General; 
 

        (8) Recommend to the General Assembly legislation to improve the administration of  

     elections and registration; 
 

        (9) Adopt, amend or rescind rules and regulations in the performance of its duties  

     
provided that all such rules and regulations must be consistent with the provisions of this Article 1A or 

issued pursuant to authority otherwise provided by law; 
 

        (10) Determine the validity and sufficiency of petitions filed under Article XIV,  
     Section 3, of the Constitution of the State of Illinois of 1970; 

 

        (11) Maintain in its principal office a research library that includes, but is not  

     

limited to, abstracts of votes by precinct for general primary elections and general elections, current 
precinct maps and current precinct poll lists from all election jurisdictions within the State. The research 

library shall be open to the public during regular business hours. Such abstracts, maps and lists shall be 

preserved as permanent records and shall be available for examination and copying at a reasonable cost; 
 

        (12) Supervise the administration of the registration and election laws throughout the  

     State; 
 

        (13) Obtain from the Department of Central Management Services, under Section 405-250 of  

     

the Department of Central Management Services Law (20 ILCS 405/405-250), such use of electronic 

data processing equipment as may be required to perform the duties of the State Board of Elections and 

to provide election-related information to candidates, public and party officials, interested civic 
organizations and the general public in a timely and efficient manner; and 

 

        (14) To take such action as may be necessary or required to give effect to directions of  

     

the national committee or State central committee of an established political party under Sections 7-8, 
7-11 and 7-14.1 or such other provisions as may be applicable pertaining to the selection of delegates 

and alternate delegates to an established political party's national nominating conventions or, 

notwithstanding any candidate certification schedule contained within the Election Code, the 
certification of the Presidential and Vice Presidential candidate selected by the established political 

party's national nominating convention; . 
 

        (15) To post all early voting sites and hours of operation on its website at least 5 business days before 
the period for early voting begins; and  

        (16) To post on its website the statewide totals, and totals separated by each election authority, for 

each of the counts received pursuant to Section 1-9.2.  
    The Board may by regulation delegate any of its duties or functions under this Article, except that final 

determinations and orders under this Article shall be issued only by the Board.  

    The requirement for reporting to the General Assembly shall be satisfied by filing copies of the report 
with the Speaker, the Minority Leader and the Clerk of the House of Representatives and the President, 

the Minority Leader and the Secretary of the Senate and the Legislative Research Unit, as required by 

Section 3.1 of "An Act to revise the law in relation to the General Assembly", approved February 25, 1874, 
as amended, and filing such additional copies with the State Government Report Distribution Center for 

the General Assembly as is required under paragraph (t) of Section 7 of the State Library Act.  

(Source: P.A. 95-6, eff. 6-20-07; 95-699, eff. 11-9-07.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/1A-16)  
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    Sec. 1A-16. Voter registration information; Internet posting; processing of voter registration forms; 
content of such forms. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the following provisions shall apply to 

voter registration under this Code.  

    (a) Voter registration information; Internet posting of voter registration form. Within 90 days after the 
effective date of this amendatory Act of the 93rd General Assembly, the State Board of Elections shall 

post on its World Wide Web site the following information:  

        (1) A comprehensive list of the names, addresses, phone numbers, and websites, if  
     applicable, of all county clerks and boards of election commissioners in Illinois. 

 

        (2) A schedule of upcoming elections and the deadline for voter registration.  

        (3) A downloadable, printable voter registration form, in at least English and in  

     
Spanish versions, that a person may complete and mail or submit to the State Board of Elections or the 

appropriate county clerk or board of election commissioners. 
 

Any forms described under paragraph (3) must state the following:  

        If you do not have a driver's license or social security number, and this form is  

     

submitted by mail, and you have never registered to vote in the jurisdiction you are now registering in, 
then you must send, with this application, either (i) a copy of a current and valid photo identification, 

or (ii) a copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or other government 

document that shows the name and address of the voter. If you do not provide the information required 

above, then you will be required to provide election officials with either (i) or (ii) described above the 

first time you vote at a voting place or by absentee ballot. 
 

    (b) Acceptance of registration forms by the State Board of Elections and county clerks and board of 
election commissioners. The State Board of Elections, county clerks, and board of election commissioners 

shall accept all completed voter registration forms described in subsection (a)(3) of this Section and 

Sections 1A-17 and 1A-30 that are:  
        (1) postmarked on or before the day that voter registration is closed under the Election  

     Code; 
 

        (2) not postmarked, but arrives no later than 5 days after the close of registration;  
        (3) submitted in person by a person using the form on or before the day that voter  

     registration is closed under the Election Code; or 
 

        (4) submitted in person by a person who submits one or more forms on behalf of one or  

     
more persons who used the form on or before the day that voter registration is closed under the Election 

Code. 
 

    Upon the receipt of a registration form, the State Board of Elections shall mark the date on which the 
form was received and send the form via first class mail to the appropriate county clerk or board of election 

commissioners, as the case may be, within 2 business days based upon the home address of the person 

submitting the registration form. The county clerk and board of election commissioners shall accept and 
process any form received from the State Board of Elections.  

    (c) Processing of registration forms by county clerks and boards of election commissioners. The county 

clerk or board of election commissioners shall promulgate procedures for processing the voter registration 
form.  

    (d) Contents of the voter registration form. The State Board shall create a voter registration form, which 

must contain the following content:  
        (1) Instructions for completing the form.  

        (2) A summary of the qualifications to register to vote in Illinois.  

        (3) Instructions for mailing in or submitting the form in person.  
        (4) The phone number for the State Board of Elections should a person submitting the  

     form have questions. 
 

        (5) A box for the person to check that explains one of 3 reasons for submitting the  
     form: 

 

            (a) new registration;  

            (b) change of address; or  
            (c) change of name.  

        (6) a box for the person to check yes or no that asks, "Are you a citizen of the United  

     
States?", a box for the person to check yes or no that asks, "Will you be 18 years of age on or before 
election day?", and a statement of "If you checked 'no' in response to either of these questions, then do 

not complete this form.". 
 

        (7) A space for the person to fill in his or her home telephone number.  
        (8) Spaces for the person to fill in his or her first, middle, and last names, street  

     address (principal place of residence), county, city, state, and zip code. 
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        (9) Spaces for the person to fill in his or her mailing address, city, state, and zip  
     code if different from his or her principal place of residence. 

 

        (10) A space for the person to fill in his or her Illinois driver's license number if  

     the person has a driver's license. 
 

        (11) A space for a person without a driver's license to fill in the last four digits of  

     his or her social security number if the person has a social security number. 
 

        (12) A space for a person without an Illinois driver's license to fill in his or her  
     identification number from his or her State Identification card issued by the Secretary of State. 

 

        (13) A space for the person to fill the name appearing on his or her last voter  

     
registration, the street address of his or her last registration, including the city, county, state, and zip 
code. 

 

        (14) A space where the person swears or affirms the following under penalty of perjury  
     with his or her signature: 

 

            (a) "I am a citizen of the United States.";  

            (b) "I will be at least 18 years old on or before the next election.";  
            (c) "I will have lived in the State of Illinois and in my election precinct at least  

         30 days as of the date of the next election."; and 
 

            "The information I have provided is true to the best of my knowledge under penalty  

         
of perjury. If I have provided false information, then I may be fined, imprisoned, or if I am not a U.S. 

citizen, deported from or refused entry into the United States." 
 

        (15) A space for the person to fill in his or her e-mail address if he or she chooses  
     to provide that information.  

 

    (d-5) Compliance with federal law; rulemaking authority. The voter registration form described in this 

Section shall be consistent with the form prescribed by the Federal Election Commission under the 
National Voter Registration Act of 1993, P.L. 103-31, as amended from time to time, and the Help America 

Vote Act of 2002, P.L. 107-252, in all relevant respects. The State Board of Elections shall periodically 

update the form based on changes to federal or State law. The State Board of Elections shall promulgate 
any rules necessary for the implementation of this Section; provided that the rules comport with the letter 

and spirit of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 and Help America Vote Act of 2002 and 

maximize the opportunity for a person to register to vote.  
    (e) Forms available in paper form. The State Board of Elections shall make the voter registration form 

available in regular paper stock and form in sufficient quantities for the general public. The State Board 

of Elections may provide the voter registration form to the Secretary of State, county clerks, boards of 
election commissioners, designated agencies of the State of Illinois, and any other person or entity 

designated to have these forms by the Election Code in regular paper stock and form or some other format 

deemed suitable by the Board. Each county clerk or board of election commissioners has the authority to 
design and print its own voter registration form so long as the form complies with the requirements of this 

Section. The State Board of Elections, county clerks, boards of election commissioners, or other designated 

agencies of the State of Illinois required to have these forms under the Election Code shall provide a 
member of the public with any reasonable number of forms that he or she may request. Nothing in this 

Section shall permit the State Board of Elections, county clerk, board of election commissioners, or other 

appropriate election official who may accept a voter registration form to refuse to accept a voter 
registration form because the form is printed on photocopier or regular paper stock and form.  

    (f) (Blank).  

(Source: P.A. 98-115, eff. 10-1-13.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/1A-16.5)  

    Sec. 1A-16.5. Online voter registration. 

    (a) The State Board of Elections shall establish and maintain a system for online voter registration that 
permits a person to apply to register to vote or to update his or her existing voter registration. In accordance 

with technical specifications provided by the State Board of Elections, each election authority shall 

maintain a voter registration system capable of receiving and processing voter registration application 
information, including electronic signatures, from the online voter registration system established by the 

State Board of Elections. 

    (b) The online voter registration system shall employ security measures to ensure the accuracy and 
integrity of voter registration applications submitted electronically pursuant to this Section.  

    (c) The Board may receive voter registration information provided by applicants using the State Board 

of Elections' website, may cross reference that information with data or information contained in the 
Secretary of State's database in order to match the information submitted by applicants, and may receive 
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from the Secretary of State the applicant's digitized signature upon a successful match of that applicant's 
information with that contained in the Secretary of State's database.  

    (d) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a person who is qualified to register to vote and who 

has an authentic Illinois driver's license or State identification card issued by the Secretary of State may 
submit an application to register to vote electronically on a website maintained by the State Board of 

Elections.  

    (e) An online voter registration application shall contain all of the information that is required for a 
paper application as provided in Section 1A-16 of this Code, except that the applicant shall be required to 

provide:  

        (1) the applicant's full Illinois driver's license or State identification card number;  
        (2) the last 4 digits of the applicant's social security number; and  

        (3) the date the Illinois driver's license or State identification card was issued.  
    (f) For an applicant's registration or change in registration to be accepted, the applicant shall mark the 

box associated with the following statement included as part of the online voter registration application:  

    "By clicking on the box below, I swear or affirm all of the following:  
    (1) I am the person whose name and identifying information is provided on this form, and I desire to 

register to vote in the State of Illinois.  

    (2) All the information I have provided on this form is true and correct as of the date I am submitting 

this form.  

    (3) I authorize the Secretary of State to transmit to the State Board of Elections my signature that is on 

file with the Secretary of State and understand that such signature will be used by my local election 
authority on this online voter registration application for admission as an elector as if I had signed this 

form personally.".  

    (g) Immediately upon receiving a completed online voter registration application, the online voter 
registration system shall send, by electronic mail, a confirmation notice that the application has been 

received. Within 48 hours of receiving such an application, the online voter registration system shall send 

by electronic mail, a notice informing the applicant of whether the following information has been matched 
with the Secretary of State database:  

        (1) that the applicant has an authentic Illinois driver's license or State  

     
identification card issued by the Secretary of State and that the driver's license or State identification 
number provided by the applicant matches the driver's license or State identification card number for 

that person on file with the Secretary of State;  
 

        (2) that the date of issuance of the Illinois driver's license or State identification  

     
card listed on the application matches the date of issuance of that card for that person on file with the 

Secretary of State;  
 

        (3) that the date of birth provided by the applicant matches the date of birth for that  
     person on file with the Secretary of State; and  

 

        (4) that the last 4 digits of the applicant's social security number matches the last 4  

     digits for that person on file with the Secretary of State.  
 

    (h) If the information provided by the applicant matches the information on the Secretary of State's 

databases for any driver's license and State identification card holder and is matched as provided in 

subsection (g) above, the online voter registration system shall:  
        (1) retrieve from the Secretary of State's database files an electronic copy of the  

     

applicant's signature from his or her Illinois driver's license or State identification card and such 

signature shall be deemed to be the applicant's signature on his or her online voter registration 
application;  

 

        (2) within 2 days of receiving the application, forward to the county clerk or board of  

     

election commissioners having jurisdiction over the applicant's voter registration: (i) the application, 
along with the applicant's relevant data that can be directly loaded into the jurisdiction's voter 

registration system and (ii) a copy of the applicant's electronic signature and a certification from the 

State Board of Elections that the applicant's driver's license or State identification card number, driver's 
license or State identification card date of issuance, and date of birth and social security information 

have been successfully matched.  
 

    (i) Upon receipt of the online voter registration application, the county clerk or board of election 
commissioners having jurisdiction over the applicant's voter registration shall promptly search its voter 

registration database to determine whether the applicant is already registered to vote at the address on the 

application and whether the new registration would create a duplicate registration. If the applicant is 
already registered to vote at the address on the application, the clerk or board, as the case may be, shall 

send the applicant by first class mail, and electronic mail if the applicant has provided an electronic mail 
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address on the original voter registration form for that address, a disposition notice as otherwise required 
by law informing the applicant that he or she is already registered to vote at such address. If the applicant 

is not already registered to vote at the address on the application and the applicant is otherwise eligible to 

register to vote, the clerk or board, as the case may be, shall:  
        (1) enter the name and address of the applicant on the list of registered voters in the  

     jurisdiction; and  
 

        (2) send by mail, and electronic mail if the applicant has provided an electronic mail  

     

address on the voter registration form, a disposition notice to the applicant as otherwise provided by law 

setting forth the applicant's name and address as it appears on the application and stating that the person 

is registered to vote.  
 

    (j) An electronic signature of the person submitting a duplicate registration application or a change of 

address form that is retrieved and imported from the Secretary of State's driver's license or State 
identification card database as provided herein may, in the discretion of the clerk or board, be substituted 

for and replace any existing signature for that individual in the voter registration database of the county 

clerk or board of election commissioners.  
    (k) Any new registration or change of address submitted electronically as provided in this Section shall 

become effective as of the date it is received by the county clerk or board of election commissioners having 

jurisdiction over said registration. Disposition notices prescribed in this Section shall be sent within 5 

business days of receipt of the online application or change of address by the county clerk or board of 

election commissioners.  

    (l) All provisions of this Code governing voter registration and applicable thereto and not inconsistent 
with this Section shall apply to online voter registration under this Section. All applications submitted on 

a website maintained by the State Board of Elections shall be deemed timely filed if they are submitted no 

later than 11:59 p.m. on the final day for voter registration prior to an election. After the registration period 
for an upcoming election has ended and until the 2nd day following such election, the web page containing 

the online voter registration form on the State Board of Elections website shall inform users of the 

procedure for grace period voting.  
    (m) The State Board of Elections shall maintain a list of the name, street address, e-mail address, and 

likely precinct, ward, township, and district numbers, as the case may be, of people who apply to vote 

online through the voter registration system and those names and that information shall be stored in an 
electronic format on its website, arranged by county and accessible to State and local political committees.  

    (n) The Illinois State Board of Elections shall develop or cause to be developed an online voter 

registration system able to be accessed by at least the top two most used mobile electronic operating 
systems by January 1, 2016. The Illinois State Board of Elections shall submit a report to the General 

Assembly and the Governor by January 31, 2014 detailing the progress made to implement the online 

voter registration system described in this Section.  
    (o) (Blank). The online voter registration system provided for in this Section shall be fully operational 

by July 1, 2014.  

    (p) Each State agency that maintains an Internet website must include a hypertext link to the homepage 
website maintained and operated pursuant to this Section 1A-16.5. For the purposes of this Section, "State 

agency" has the meaning set forth in Section 5-105 of the Electronic Commerce Security Act.  

(Source: P.A. 98-115, eff. 7-29-13; 98-756, eff. 7-16-14.) 
    (10 ILCS 5/1A-25)  

    Sec. 1A-25. Centralized statewide voter registration list. The centralized statewide voter registration list 

required by Title III, Subtitle A, Section 303 of the Help America Vote Act of 2002 shall be created and 
maintained by the State Board of Elections as provided in this Section. 

        (1) The centralized statewide voter registration list shall be compiled from the voter  

     registration data bases of each election authority in this State.  
 

        (2) With the exception of voter registration forms submitted electronically through an  

     

online voter registration system, all new voter registration forms and applications to register to vote, 

including those reviewed by the Secretary of State at a driver services facility, shall be transmitted only 
to the appropriate election authority as required by Articles 4, 5, and 6 of this Code and not to the State 

Board of Elections. All voter registration forms submitted electronically to the State Board of Elections 

through an online voter registration system shall be transmitted to the appropriate election authority as 
required by Section 1A-16.5. The election authority shall process and verify each voter registration form 

and electronically enter verified registrations on an expedited basis onto the statewide voter registration 

list. All original registration cards shall remain permanently in the office of the election authority as 
required by this Code.  

 

        (3) The centralized statewide voter registration list shall:  
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            (i) Be designed to allow election authorities to utilize the registration data on  

         
the statewide voter registration list pertinent to voters registered in their election jurisdiction on 

locally maintained software programs that are unique to each jurisdiction.  
 

            (ii) Allow each election authority to perform essential election management  

         

functions, including but not limited to production of voter lists, processing of vote by mail absentee 

voters, production of individual, pre-printed applications to vote, administration of election judges, 

and polling place administration, but shall not prevent any election authority from using information 
from that election authority's own systems.  

 

        (4) The registration information maintained by each election authority shall be  

     synchronized with that authority's information on the statewide list at least once every 24 hours.  
 

    To protect the privacy and confidentiality of voter registration information, the disclosure of any portion 

of the centralized statewide voter registration list to any person or entity other than to a State or local 
political committee and other than to a governmental entity for a governmental purpose is specifically 

prohibited except as follows: (1) subject to security measures adopted by the State Board of Elections 

which, at a minimum, shall include the keeping of a catalog or database, available for public view, 
including the name, address, and telephone number of the person viewing the list as well as the time of 

that viewing, any person may view the list on a computer screen at the Springfield office of the State Board 

of Elections, during normal business hours other than during the 27 days before an election, but the person 

viewing the list under this exception may not print, duplicate, transmit, or alter the list; or (2) as may be 

required by an agreement the State Board of Elections has entered into with a multi-state voter registration 

list maintenance system.  
(Source: P.A. 98-115, eff. 7-29-13.) 

    (10 ILCS 5/1A-45 new)  

    Sec. 1A-45. Electronic Registration Information Center. 
    (a) The State Board of Elections shall enter into an agreement with the Electronic Registration 

Information Center effective no later than June 1, 2016, for the purpose of maintaining a statewide voter 

registration database. The State Board of Elections shall comply with the requirements of the Electronic 
Registration Information Center Membership Agreement. 

    (b) The Secretary of State and the Board of Elections shall enter an into an agreement to permit the 

Secretary of State to provide the State Board of Elections with any information required for compliance 
with the Electronic Registration Information Center Membership Agreement. The Secretary of State shall 

deliver this information as frequently as necessary for the State Board of Elections to comply with the 

Electronic Registration Information Center Membership Agreement. 
    (c) Any communication required to be delivered to a registrant or potential registrant pursuant to the 

Electronic Registration Information Center Membership Agreement shall include at least the following 

message:  
        "Our records show people at this address may not be registered to vote at this address, but you may 

be eligible to register to vote or re-register to vote at this address. If you are a U.S. Citizen, a resident of 

Illinois, and will be 18 years old or older before the next general election in November, you are qualified 
to vote. 

        We invite you to check your registration online at (enter URL) or register to vote online at (enter 

URL), by requesting a mail-in voter registration form by (enter instructions for requesting a mail-in voter 
registration form), or visiting the (name of election authority) office at (address of election authority)." 

    The words "register to vote online at (enter URL)" shall be bolded and of a distinct nature from the other 

words in the message required by this subsection (c).  
    (d) Any communication required to be delivered to a potential registrant that has been identified by the 

Electronic Registration Information Center as eligible to vote but who is not registered to vote in Illinois 

shall be prepared and disseminated at the direction of the State Board of Elections. All other 
communications with potential registrants or re-registrants pursuant to the Electronic Registration 

Information Center Membership Agreement shall be prepared and disseminated at the direction of the 

appropriate election authority. 
    (e) The Executive Director of the State Board of Elections or his or her designee shall serve as the 

Member Representative to the Electronic Registration Information Center. 

    (f) The State Board of Elections may adopt any rules necessary to enforce this Section or comply with 
the Electronic Registration Information Center Membership Agreement.  

    (10 ILCS 5/3-6)  

    Sec. 3-6. Voting age. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a person who is 17 years old on the 
date of a primary election and who is otherwise qualified to vote is qualified to vote at that primary, 
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including voting a vote by mail an absentee, grace period, or early voting ballot with respect to that 
primary, if that person will be 18 years old on the date of the immediately following general election. 

    References in this Code and elsewhere to the requirement that a person must be 18 years old to vote 

shall be interpreted in accordance with this Section. 
    For the purposes of this Act, an individual who is 17 years of age and who will be 18 years of age on 

the date of the general election shall be deemed competent to execute and attest to any voter registration 

forms.  
(Source: P.A. 98-51, eff. 1-1-14.) 

    (10 ILCS 5/4-6.3) (from Ch. 46, par. 4-6.3)  

    Sec. 4-6.3. The county clerk may establish a temporary place of registration for such times and at such 
locations within the county as the county clerk may select. However, no temporary place of registration 

may be in operation during the 27 days preceding an election. Notice of the time and place of registration 
under this Section shall be published by the county clerk in a newspaper having a general circulation in 

the county not less than 3 nor more than 15 days before the holding of such registration.  

    Temporary places of registration shall be established so that the areas of concentration of population or 
use by the public are served, whether by facilities provided in places of private business or in public 

buildings or in mobile units. Areas which may be designated as temporary places of registration include, 

but are not limited to, facilities licensed or certified pursuant to the Nursing Home Care Act, the 

Specialized Mental Health Rehabilitation Act of 2013, or the ID/DD Community Care Act, Soldiers' and 

Sailors' Homes, shopping centers, business districts, public buildings and county fairs.  

    Temporary places of registration shall be available to the public not less than 2 hours per year for each 
1,000 population or fraction thereof in the county.  

    All temporary places of registration shall be manned by deputy county clerks or deputy registrars 

appointed pursuant to Section 4-6.2.  
(Source: P.A. 97-38, eff. 6-28-11; 97-227, eff. 1-1-12; 97-813, eff. 7-13-12; 98-104, eff. 7-22-13.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/4-10) (from Ch. 46, par. 4-10)  

    Sec. 4-10. Except as herein provided, no person shall be registered, unless he applies in person to a 
registration officer, answers such relevant questions as may be asked of him by the registration officer, 

and executes the affidavit of registration. The registration officer shall require the applicant to furnish two 

forms of identification, and except in the case of a homeless individual, one of which must include his or 
her residence address. These forms of identification shall include, but not be limited to, any of the 

following: driver's license, social security card, public aid identification card, utility bill, employee or 

student identification card, lease or contract for a residence, credit card, or a civic, union or professional 
association membership card. The registration officer shall require a homeless individual to furnish 

evidence of his or her use of the mailing address stated. This use may be demonstrated by a piece of mail 

addressed to that individual and received at that address or by a statement from a person authorizing use 
of the mailing address. The registration officer shall require each applicant for registration to read or have 

read to him the affidavit of registration before permitting him to execute the affidavit.  

    One of the registration officers or a deputy registration officer, county clerk, or clerk in the office of the 
county clerk, shall administer to all persons who shall personally apply to register the following oath or 

affirmation:  

    "You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that you will fully and truly answer all such questions as shall be 
put to you touching your name, place of residence, place of birth, your qualifications as an elector and 

your right as such to register and vote under the laws of the State of Illinois."  

    The registration officer shall satisfy himself that each applicant for registration is qualified to register 
before registering him. If the registration officer has reason to believe that the applicant is a resident of a 

Soldiers' and Sailors' Home or any facility which is licensed or certified pursuant to the Nursing Home 

Care Act, the Specialized Mental Health Rehabilitation Act of 2013, or the ID/DD Community Care Act, 
the following question shall be put, "When you entered the home which is your present address, was it 

your bona fide intention to become a resident thereof?" Any voter of a township, city, village or 

incorporated town in which such applicant resides, shall be permitted to be present at the place of any 
precinct registration and shall have the right to challenge any applicant who applies to be registered.  

    In case the officer is not satisfied that the applicant is qualified he shall forthwith notify such applicant 

in writing to appear before the county clerk to complete his registration. Upon the card of such applicant 
shall be written the word "incomplete" and no such applicant shall be permitted to vote unless such 

registration is satisfactorily completed as hereinafter provided. No registration shall be taken and marked 

as incomplete if information to complete it can be furnished on the date of the original application.  
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    Any person claiming to be an elector in any election precinct and whose registration card is marked 
"Incomplete" may make and sign an application in writing, under oath, to the county clerk in substance in 

the following form:  

    "I do solemnly swear that I, ...., did on (insert date) make application to the board of registry of the .... 
precinct of the township of .... (or to the county clerk of .... county) and that said board or clerk refused to 

complete my registration as a qualified voter in said precinct. That I reside in said precinct, that I intend 

to reside in said precinct, and am a duly qualified voter of said precinct and am entitled to be registered to 
vote in said precinct at the next election.  

(Signature of applicant) ............................."  

  
    All such applications shall be presented to the county clerk or to his duly authorized representative by 

the applicant, in person between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on any day after the days on which 
the 1969 and 1970 precinct re-registrations are held but not on any day within 27 days preceding the 

ensuing general election and thereafter for the registration provided in Section 4-7 all such applications 

shall be presented to the county clerk or his duly authorized representative by the applicant in person 
between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on any day prior to 27 days preceding the ensuing general 

election. Such application shall be heard by the county clerk or his duly authorized representative at the 

time the application is presented. If the applicant for registration has registered with the county clerk, such 

application may be presented to and heard by the county clerk or by his duly authorized representative 

upon the dates specified above or at any time prior thereto designated by the county clerk.  

    Any otherwise qualified person who is absent from his county of residence either due to business of the 
United States or because he is temporarily outside the territorial limits of the United States may become 

registered by mailing an application to the county clerk within the periods of registration provided for in 

this Article, or by simultaneous application for absentee registration by mail and vote by mail absentee 
ballot as provided in Article 20 of this Code.  

    Upon receipt of such application the county clerk shall immediately mail an affidavit of registration in 

duplicate, which affidavit shall contain the following and such other information as the State Board of 
Elections may think it proper to require for the identification of the applicant:  

    Name. The name of the applicant, giving surname and first or Christian name in full, and the middle 

name or the initial for such middle name, if any.  
    Sex.  

    Residence. The name and number of the street, avenue or other location of the dwelling, and such 

additional clear and definite description as may be necessary to determine the exact location of the 
dwelling of the applicant. Where the location cannot be determined by street and number, then the Section, 

congressional township and range number may be used, or such other information as may be necessary, 

including post office mailing address.  
    Electronic mail address, if the registrant has provided this information.  

    Term of residence in the State of Illinois and the precinct.  

    Nativity. The State or country in which the applicant was born.  
    Citizenship. Whether the applicant is native born or naturalized. If naturalized, the court, place and date 

of naturalization.  

    Age. Date of birth, by month, day and year.  
    Out of State address of ..........................  

AFFIDAVIT OF REGISTRATION 

State of ...........) 
                    )ss 

County of ..........)  

    I hereby swear (or affirm) that I am a citizen of the United States; that on the day of the next election I 
shall have resided in the State of Illinois and in the election precinct 30 days; that I am fully qualified to 

vote, that I am not registered to vote anywhere else in the United States, that I intend to remain a resident 

of the State of Illinois and of the election precinct, that I intend to return to the State of Illinois, and that 
the above statements are true.  

.............................. 

(His or her signature or mark) 
    Subscribed and sworn to before me, an officer qualified to administer oaths, on (insert date).  

........................................ 

Signature of officer administering oath. 
    Upon receipt of the executed duplicate affidavit of Registration, the county clerk shall transfer the 

information contained thereon to duplicate Registration Cards provided for in Section 4-8 of this Article 
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and shall attach thereto a copy of each of the duplicate affidavit of registration and thereafter such 
registration card and affidavit shall constitute the registration of such person the same as if he had applied 

for registration in person.  

(Source: P.A. 97-38, eff. 6-28-11; 97-227, eff. 1-1-12; 97-813, eff. 7-13-12; 98-104, eff. 7-22-13; 98-115, 
eff. 10-1-13; 98-756, eff. 7-16-14.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/4-50)  

    Sec. 4-50. Grace period. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code to the contrary, each election 
authority shall establish procedures for the registration of voters and for change of address during the 

period from the close of registration for a consolidated or general primary or election and until and 

including the 3rd day of a consolidated or general before the primary or election, except that during the 
2014 general election the period shall extend until the polls close on election day. During the this grace 

periods during these elections period, an unregistered qualified elector may register to vote, and a 
registered voter may submit a change of address form, in person in the office of the election authority , at 

a permanent polling place established under Section 19A-10, at any other early voting site beginning 15 

days prior to the election, at a precinct polling place, or at a voter registration location specifically 
designated for this purpose by the election authority. During the 2014 general election, an unregistered 

qualified elector may register to vote, and a registered voter may submit a change of address form, in 

person at any permanent polling place for early voting established under Section 19A-10 through election 

day. The election authority shall register that individual, or change a registered voter's address, in the same 

manner as otherwise provided by this Article for registration and change of address. 

    If a voter who registers or changes address during these this grace periods period wishes to vote at the 
first election or primary occurring after the grace period, he or she must do so by grace period voting. The 

election authority shall offer in-person grace period voting at the authority's office and any permanent 

polling place established under Section 19A-10 where grace period registration is required by this Section; 
and may offer in-person grace period voting at additional locations specifically designated for the purpose 

of grace period voting by the election authority. The election authority may allow grace period voting by 

mail only if the election authority has no ballots prepared at the authority's office. Grace period voting 
shall be in a manner substantially similar to voting under Article 19A 19.  

    Within one day after a voter casts a grace period ballot, or within one day after the ballot is received by 

the election authority if the election authority allows grace period voting by mail, the election authority 
shall transmit by electronic means pursuant to a process established by the State Board of Elections the 

voter's name, street address, e-mail address, and precinct, ward, township, and district numbers, as the case 

may be, to the State Board of Elections, which shall maintain those names and that information in an 
electronic format on its website, arranged by county and accessible to State and local political committees. 

The name of each person issued a grace period ballot shall also be placed on the appropriate precinct list 

of persons to whom vote by mail absentee and early ballots have been issued, for use as provided in 
Sections 17-9 and 18-5. 

    A person who casts a grace period ballot shall not be permitted to revoke that ballot and vote another 

ballot with respect to that primary or election. Ballots cast by persons who register or change address 
during the grace period must be transmitted to and counted at the election authority's central ballot counting 

location and shall not be transmitted to and counted at precinct polling places. The grace period ballots 

determined to be valid shall be added to the vote totals for the precincts for which they were cast in the 
order in which the ballots were opened.  

(Source: P.A. 97-766, eff. 7-6-12; 98-115, eff. 7-29-13; 98-691, eff. 7-1-14.) 

    (10 ILCS 5/4-105)  
    Sec. 4-105. First time voting. A person must vote for the first time in person and not by a vote by mail 

mailed absentee ballot if the person registered to vote by mail, unless the person first provides the 

appropriate election authority with sufficient proof of identity and the election authority verifies the 
person's proof of identity. Sufficient proof of identity shall be demonstrated by submission of the person's 

driver's license number or State identification card number or, if the person does not have either of those, 

verification by the last 4 digits of the person's social security number, a copy of a current and valid photo 
identification, or a copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, paycheck, government check, or other 

federal, State, or local government document that shows the person's name and address. A person may 

also demonstrate sufficient proof of identity by submission of a photo identification issued by a college or 
university accompanied by either a copy of the applicant's contract or lease for a residence or any 

postmarked mail delivered to the applicant at his or her current residence address. Persons who apply to 

register to vote by mail but provide inadequate proof of identity to the election authority shall be notified 
by the election authority that the registration has not been fully completed and that the person remains 

ineligible to vote by mail or in person until such proof is presented.  
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(Source: P.A. 95-699, eff. 11-9-07; 96-317, eff. 1-1-10.) 
    (10 ILCS 5/5-9) (from Ch. 46, par. 5-9)  

    Sec. 5-9. Except as herein provided, no person shall be registered unless he applies in person to 

registration officer, answers such relevant questions as may be asked of him by the registration officer, 
and executes the affidavit of registration. The registration officer shall require the applicant to furnish two 

forms of identification, and except in the case of a homeless individual, one of which must include his or 

her residence address. These forms of identification shall include, but not be limited to, any of the 
following: driver's license, social security card, public aid identification card, utility bill, employee or 

student identification card, lease or contract for a residence, credit card, or a civic, union or professional 

association membership card. The registration officer shall require a homeless individual to furnish 
evidence of his or her use of the mailing address stated. This use may be demonstrated by a piece of mail 

addressed to that individual and received at that address or by a statement from a person authorizing use 
of the mailing address. The registration officer shall require each applicant for registration to read or have 

read to him the affidavit of registration before permitting him to execute the affidavit.  

    One of the Deputy Registrars, the Judge of Registration, or an Officer of Registration, County Clerk, or 
clerk in the office of the County Clerk, shall administer to all persons who shall personally apply to register 

the following oath or affirmation:  

    "You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that you will fully and truly answer all such questions as shall be 

put to you touching your place of residence, name, place of birth, your qualifications as an elector and 

your right as such to register and vote under the laws of the State of Illinois."  

    The Registration Officer shall satisfy himself that each applicant for registration is qualified to register 
before registering him. If the registration officer has reason to believe that the applicant is a resident of a 

Soldiers' and Sailors' Home or any facility which is licensed or certified pursuant to the Nursing Home 

Care Act, the Specialized Mental Health Rehabilitation Act of 2013, or the ID/DD Community Care Act, 
the following question shall be put, "When you entered the home which is your present address, was it 

your bona fide intention to become a resident thereof?" Any voter of a township, city, village or 

incorporated town in which such applicant resides, shall be permitted to be present at the place of precinct 
registration, and shall have the right to challenge any applicant who applies to be registered.  

    In case the officer is not satisfied that the applicant is qualified, he shall forthwith in writing notify such 

applicant to appear before the County Clerk to furnish further proof of his qualifications. Upon the card of 
such applicant shall be written the word "Incomplete" and no such applicant shall be permitted to vote 

unless such registration is satisfactorily completed as hereinafter provided. No registration shall be taken 

and marked as "incomplete" if information to complete it can be furnished on the date of the original 
application.  

    Any person claiming to be an elector in any election precinct in such township, city, village or 

incorporated town and whose registration is marked "Incomplete" may make and sign an application in 
writing, under oath, to the County Clerk in substance in the following form:  

    "I do solemnly swear that I, .........., did on (insert date) make application to the Board of Registry of the 

........ precinct of ........ ward of the City of .... or of the ......... District ......... Town of .......... (or to the 
County Clerk of .............) and ............ County; that said Board or Clerk refused to complete my registration 

as a qualified voter in said precinct, that I reside in said precinct (or that I intend to reside in said precinct), 

am a duly qualified voter and entitled to vote in said precinct at the next election.  
........................... 

(Signature of Applicant)" 

    All such applications shall be presented to the County Clerk by the applicant, in person between the 
hours of nine o'clock a.m. and five o'clock p.m., on Monday and Tuesday of the third week subsequent to 

the weeks in which the 1961 and 1962 precinct re-registrations are to be held, and thereafter for the 

registration provided in Section 5-17 of this Article, all such applications shall be presented to the County 
Clerk by the applicant in person between the hours of nine o'clock a.m. and nine o'clock p.m. on Monday 

and Tuesday of the third week prior to the date on which such election is to be held.  

    Any otherwise qualified person who is absent from his county of residence either due to business of the 
United States or because he is temporarily outside the territorial limits of the United States may become 

registered by mailing an application to the county clerk within the periods of registration provided for in 

this Article or by simultaneous application for absentee registration by mail and vote by mail absentee 
ballot as provided in Article 20 of this Code.  

    Upon receipt of such application the county clerk shall immediately mail an affidavit of registration in 

duplicate, which affidavit shall contain the following and such other information as the State Board of 
Elections may think it proper to require for the identification of the applicant:  
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    Name. The name of the applicant, giving surname and first or Christian name in full, and the middle 
name or the initial for such middle name, if any.  

    Sex.  

    Residence. The name and number of the street, avenue or other location of the dwelling, and such 
additional clear and definite description as may be necessary to determine the exact location of the 

dwelling of the applicant. Where the location cannot be determined by street and number, then the Section, 

congressional township and range number may be used, or such other information as may be necessary, 
including post office mailing address.  

    Electronic mail address, if the registrant has provided this information.  

    Term of residence in the State of Illinois and the precinct.  
    Nativity. The State or country in which the applicant was born.  

    Citizenship. Whether the applicant is native born or naturalized. If naturalized, the court, place and date 
of naturalization.  

    Age. Date of birth, by month, day and year.  

    Out of State address of ..........................  
AFFIDAVIT OF REGISTRATION 

State of .........) 

                  )ss 

County of ........)  

    I hereby swear (or affirm) that I am a citizen of the United States; that on the day of the next election I 

shall have resided in the State of Illinois for 6 months and in the election precinct 30 days; that I am fully 
qualified to vote, that I am not registered to vote anywhere else in the United States, that I intend to remain 

a resident of the State of Illinois and of the election precinct, that I intend to return to the State of Illinois, 

and that the above statements are true.  
.............................. 

(His or her signature or mark) 

    Subscribed and sworn to before me, an officer qualified to administer oaths, on (insert date).  
........................................ 

Signature of officer administering oath. 

   
    Upon receipt of the executed duplicate affidavit of Registration, the county clerk shall transfer the 

information contained thereon to duplicate Registration Cards provided for in Section 5-7 of this Article 

and shall attach thereto a copy of each of the duplicate affidavit of registration and thereafter such 
registration card and affidavit shall constitute the registration of such person the same as if he had applied 

for registration in person.  

(Source: P.A. 97-38, eff. 6-28-11; 97-227, eff. 1-1-12; 97-813, eff. 7-13-12; 98-104, eff. 7-22-13; 98-115, 
eff. 10-1-13; 98-756, eff. 7-16-14.) 

    (10 ILCS 5/5-16.3) (from Ch. 46, par. 5-16.3)  

    Sec. 5-16.3. The county clerk may establish temporary places of registration for such times and at such 
locations within the county as the county clerk may select. However, no temporary place of registration 

may be in operation during the 27 days preceding an election. Notice of time and place of registration at 

any such temporary place of registration under this Section shall be published by the county clerk in a 
newspaper having a general circulation in the county not less than 3 nor more than 15 days before the 

holding of such registration.  

    Temporary places of registration shall be established so that the areas of concentration of population or 
use by the public are served, whether by facilities provided in places of private business or in public 

buildings or in mobile units. Areas which may be designated as temporary places of registration include, 

but are not limited to, facilities licensed or certified pursuant to the Nursing Home Care Act, the 
Specialized Mental Health Rehabilitation Act of 2013, or the ID/DD Community Care Act, Soldiers' and 

Sailors' Homes, shopping centers, business districts, public buildings and county fairs.  

    Temporary places of registration shall be available to the public not less than 2 hours per year for each 
1,000 population or fraction thereof in the county.  

    All temporary places of registration shall be manned by deputy county clerks or deputy registrars 

appointed pursuant to Section 5-16.2.  
(Source: P.A. 97-38, eff. 6-28-11; 97-227, eff. 1-1-12; 97-813, eff. 7-13-12; 98-104, eff. 7-22-13.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/5-50)  

    Sec. 5-50. Grace period. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code to the contrary, each election 
authority shall establish procedures for the registration of voters and for change of address during the 

period from the close of registration for a consolidated or general primary or election and until and 
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including the 3rd day of a consolidated or general before the primary or election, except that during the 
2014 general election the period shall extend until the polls close on election day. During the this grace 

periods during these elections period, an unregistered qualified elector may register to vote, and a 

registered voter may submit a change of address form, in person in the office of the election authority , at 
a permanent polling place established under Section 19A-10, at any other early voting site beginning 15 

days prior to the election, at a precinct polling place, or at a voter registration location specifically 

designated for this purpose by the election authority. During the 2014 general election, an unregistered 
qualified elector may register to vote, and a registered voter may submit a change of address form, in 

person at any permanent polling place for early voting established pursuant to Section 19A-10 through 

election day. The election authority shall register that individual, or change a registered voter's address, in 
the same manner as otherwise provided by this Article for registration and change of address. 

    If a voter who registers or changes address during these this grace periods period wishes to vote at the 
first election or primary occurring after the grace period, he or she must do so by grace period voting. The 

election authority shall offer in-person grace period voting at his or her office and any permanent polling 

place established under Section 19A-10 where grace period registration is required by this Section; and 
may offer in-person grace period voting at additional locations specifically designated for the purpose of 

grace period voting by the election authority. The election authority may allow grace period voting by 

mail only if the election authority has no ballots prepared at the authority's office. Grace period voting 

shall be in a manner substantially similar to voting under Article 19A 19. 

    Within one day after a voter casts a grace period ballot, or within one day after the ballot is received by 

the election authority if the election authority allows grace period voting by mail, the election authority 
shall transmit by electronic means pursuant to a process established by the State Board of Elections the 

voter's name, street address, e-mail address, and precinct, ward, township, and district numbers, as the case 

may be, to the State Board of Elections, which shall maintain those names and that information in an 
electronic format on its website, arranged by county and accessible to State and local political committees. 

The name of each person issued a grace period ballot shall also be placed on the appropriate precinct list 

of persons to whom vote by mail absentee and early ballots have been issued, for use as provided in 
Sections 17-9 and 18-5. 

    A person who casts a grace period ballot shall not be permitted to revoke that ballot and vote another 

ballot with respect to that primary or election. Ballots cast by persons who register or change address 
during the grace period must be transmitted to and counted at the election authority's central ballot counting 

location and shall not be transmitted to and counted at precinct polling places. The grace period ballots 

determined to be valid shall be added to the vote totals for the precincts for which they were cast in the 
order in which the ballots were opened.  

(Source: P.A. 97-766, eff. 7-6-12; 98-115, eff. 7-29-13; 98-691, eff. 7-1-14.) 

    (10 ILCS 5/5-105)  
    Sec. 5-105. First time voting. A person must vote for the first time in person and not by a vote by mail 

mailed absentee ballot if the person registered to vote by mail, unless the person first provides the 

appropriate election authority with sufficient proof of identity and the election authority verifies the 
person's proof of identity. Sufficient proof of identity shall be demonstrated by submission of the person's 

driver's license number or State identification card number or, if the person does not have either of those, 

verification by the last 4 digits of the person's social security number, a copy of a current and valid photo 
identification, or a copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, paycheck, government check, or other 

federal, State, or local government document that shows the person's name and address. A person may 

also demonstrate sufficient proof of identity by submission of a photo identification issued by a college or 
university accompanied by either a copy of the applicant's contract or lease for a residence or any 

postmarked mail delivered to the applicant at his or her current residence address. Persons who apply to 

register to vote by mail but provide inadequate proof of identity to the election authority shall be notified 
by the election authority that the registration has not been fully completed and that the person remains 

ineligible to vote by mail or in person until such proof is presented.  

(Source: P.A. 95-699, eff. 11-9-07; 96-317, eff. 1-1-10.) 
    (10 ILCS 5/6-29) (from Ch. 46, par. 6-29)  

    Sec. 6-29. For the purpose of registering voters under this Article, the office of the Board of Election 

Commissioners shall be open during ordinary business hours of each week day, from 9 a.m. to 12 o'clock 
noon on the last four Saturdays immediately preceding the end of the period of registration preceding each 

election, and such other days and such other times as the board may direct. During the 27 days immediately 

preceding any election there shall be no registration of voters at the office of the Board of Election 
Commissioners in cities, villages and incorporated towns of fewer than 200,000 inhabitants. In cities, 

villages and incorporated towns of 200,000 or more inhabitants, there shall be no registration of voters at 
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the office of the Board of Election Commissioners during the 35 days immediately preceding any election; 
provided, however, where no precinct registration is being conducted prior to any election then registration 

may be taken in the office of the Board up to and including the 28th day prior to such election. The Board 

of Election Commissioners may set up and establish as many branch offices for the purpose of taking 
registrations as it may deem necessary, and the branch offices may be open on any or all dates and hours 

during which registrations may be taken in the main office. All officers and employees of the Board of 

Election Commissioners who are authorized by such board to take registrations under this Article shall be 
considered officers of the circuit court, and shall be subject to the same control as is provided by Section 

14-5 of this Act with respect to judges of election.  

    In any election called for the submission of the revision or alteration of, or the amendments to the 
Constitution, submitted by a Constitutional Convention, the final day for registration at the office of the 

election authority charged with the printing of the ballot of this election shall be the 15th day prior to the 
date of election.  

    The Board of Election Commissioners shall appoint one or more registration teams, consisting of 2 of 

its employees for each team, for the purpose of accepting the registration of any voter who files an 
affidavit, within the period for taking registrations provided for in this Article, that he is physically unable 

to appear at the office of the Board or at any appointed place of registration. On the day or days when a 

precinct registration is being conducted such teams shall consist of one member from each of the 2 leading 

political parties who are serving on the Precinct Registration Board. Each team so designated shall visit 

each disabled person and shall accept the registration of such person the same as if he had applied for 

registration in person.  
    Any otherwise qualified person who is absent from his county of residence due to business of the United 

States, or who is temporarily residing outside the territorial limits of the United States, may make 

application to become registered by mail to the Board of Election Commissioners within the periods for 
registration provided for in this Article or by simultaneous application for absentee registration by mail 

and vote by mail absentee ballot as provided in Article 20 of this Code.  

    Upon receipt of such application the Board of Election Commissioners shall immediately mail an 
affidavit of registration in duplicate, which affidavit shall contain the following and such other information 

as the State Board of Elections may think it proper to require for the identification of the applicant:  

    Name. The name of the applicant, giving surname and first or Christian name in full, and the middle 
name or the initial for such middle name, if any.  

    Sex.  

    Residence. The name and number of the street, avenue or other location of the dwelling, and such 
additional clear and definite description as may be necessary to determine the exact location of the 

dwelling of the applicant. Where the location cannot be determined by street and number, then the section, 

congressional township and range number may be used, or such other information as may be necessary, 
including post office mailing address.  

    Electronic mail address, if the registrant has provided this information.  

    Term of residence in the State of Illinois and the precinct.  
    Nativity. The state or country in which the applicant was born.  

    Citizenship. Whether the applicant is native born or naturalized. If naturalized, the court, place and date 

of naturalization.  
    Age. Date of birth, by month, day and year.  

    Out of State address of ..................      

AFFIDAVIT OF REGISTRATION 
State of .........) 

                  ) ss. 

County of ........)  
    I hereby swear (or affirm) that I am a citizen of the United States; that on the day of the next election I 

shall have resided in the State of Illinois and in the election precinct 30 days; that I am fully qualified to 

vote, that I am not registered to vote anywhere else in the United States, that I intend to remain a resident 
of the State of Illinois, and of the election precinct, that I intend to return to the State of Illinois, and that 

the above statements are true.  

.............................. 
(His or her signature or mark) 

    Subscribed and sworn to before me, an officer qualified to administer oaths, on (insert date).  

........................................ 
Signature of officer administering oath. 



27 

 

[December 3, 2014] 

    Upon receipt of the executed duplicate affidavit of Registration, the Board of Election Commissioners 
shall transfer the information contained thereon to duplicate Registration Cards provided for in Section 6-

35 of this Article and shall attach thereto a copy of each of the duplicate affidavit of registration and 

thereafter such registration card and affidavit shall constitute the registration of such person the same as if 
he had applied for registration in person.  

(Source: P.A. 98-115, eff. 10-1-13.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/6-50.3) (from Ch. 46, par. 6-50.3)  
    Sec. 6-50.3. The board of election commissioners may establish temporary places of registration for 

such times and at such locations as the board may select. However, no temporary place of registration may 

be in operation during the 27 days preceding an election. Notice of the time and place of registration at 
any such temporary place of registration under this Section shall be published by the board of election 

commissioners in a newspaper having a general circulation in the city, village or incorporated town not 
less than 3 nor more than 15 days before the holding of such registration.  

    Temporary places of registration shall be established so that the areas of concentration of population or 

use by the public are served, whether by facilities provided in places of private business or in public 
buildings or in mobile units. Areas which may be designated as temporary places of registration include, 

but are not limited to, facilities licensed or certified pursuant to the Nursing Home Care Act, the 

Specialized Mental Health Rehabilitation Act of 2013, or the ID/DD Community Care Act, Soldiers' and 

Sailors' Homes, shopping centers, business districts, public buildings and county fairs.  

    Temporary places of registration shall be available to the public not less than 2 hours per year for each 

1,000 population or fraction thereof in the county.  
    All temporary places of registration shall be manned by employees of the board of election 

commissioners or deputy registrars appointed pursuant to Section 6-50.2.  

(Source: P.A. 97-38, eff. 6-28-11; 97-227, eff. 1-1-12; 97-813, eff. 7-13-12; 98-104, eff. 7-22-13.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/6-100)  

    Sec. 6-100. Grace period. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code to the contrary, each election 

authority shall establish procedures for the registration of voters and for change of address during the 
period from the close of registration for a consolidated or general primary or election and until and 

including the 3rd day of a consolidated or general before the primary or election, except that during the 

2014 general election the period shall extend until the polls close on election day. During the this grace 
periods during these elections period, an unregistered qualified elector may register to vote, and a 

registered voter may submit a change of address form, in person in the office of the election authority , at 

a permanent polling place established under Section 19A-10, at any other early voting site beginning 15 
days prior to the election, at a precinct polling place, or at a voter registration location specifically 

designated for this purpose by the election authority. During the 2014 general election, an unregistered 

qualified elector may register to vote, and a registered voter may submit a change of address form, in 
person at any permanent polling place for early voting established pursuant to Section 19A-10 through 

election day. The election authority shall register that individual, or change a registered voter's address, in 

the same manner as otherwise provided by this Article for registration and change of address. 
    If a voter who registers or changes address during these this grace periods period wishes to vote at the 

first election or primary occurring after the grace period. The election authority shall offer in-person grace 

period voting at the authority's office and any permanent polling place established under Section 19A-10 
where grace period registration is required by this Section; and may offer in-person grace period voting at 

additional locations specifically designated for the purpose of grace period voting by the election authority. 

The election authority may allow grace period voting by mail only if the election authority has no ballots 
prepared at the authority's office. Grace period voting shall be in a manner substantially similar to voting 

under Article 19A 19.  

    Within one day after a voter casts a grace period ballot, or within one day after the ballot is received by 
the election authority if the election authority allows grace period voting by mail, the election authority 

shall transmit by electronic means pursuant to a process established by the State Board of Elections the 

voter's name, street address, e-mail address, and precinct, ward, township, and district numbers, as the case 
may be, to the State Board of Elections, which shall maintain those names and that information in an 

electronic format on its website, arranged by county and accessible to State and local political committees. 

The name of each person issued a grace period ballot shall also be placed on the appropriate precinct list 
of persons to whom vote by mail absentee and early ballots have been issued, for use as provided in 

Sections 17-9 and 18-5. 

    A person who casts a grace period ballot shall not be permitted to revoke that ballot and vote another 
ballot with respect to that primary or election. Ballots cast by persons who register or change address 

during the grace period must be transmitted to and counted at the election authority's central ballot counting 
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location and shall not be transmitted to and counted at precinct polling places. The grace period ballots 
determined to be valid shall be added to the vote totals for the precincts for which they were cast in the 

order in which the ballots were opened.  

(Source: P.A. 97-766, eff. 7-6-12; 98-115, eff. 7-29-13; 98-691, eff. 7-1-14.) 
    (10 ILCS 5/6-105)  

    Sec. 6-105. First time voting. A person must vote for the first time in person and not by a vote by mail 

mailed absentee ballot if the person registered to vote by mail, unless the person first provides the 
appropriate election authority with sufficient proof of identity and the election authority verifies the 

person's proof of identity. Sufficient proof of identity shall be demonstrated by submission of the person's 

driver's license number or State identification card number or, if the person does not have either of those, 
verification by the last 4 digits of the person's social security number, a copy of a current and valid photo 

identification, or a copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, paycheck, government check, or other 
federal, State, or local government document that shows the person's name and address. A person may 

also demonstrate sufficient proof of identity by submission of a photo identification issued by a college or 

university accompanied by either a copy of the applicant's contract or lease for a residence or any 
postmarked mail delivered to the applicant at his or her current residence address. Persons who apply to 

register to vote by mail but provide inadequate proof of identity to the election authority shall be notified 

by the election authority that the registration has not been fully completed and that the person remains 

ineligible to vote by mail or in person until such proof is presented.  

(Source: P.A. 95-699, eff. 11-9-07; 96-317, eff. 1-1-10.) 

    (10 ILCS 5/7-15) (from Ch. 46, par. 7-15)  
    Sec. 7-15. At least 60 days prior to each general and consolidated primary, the election authority shall 

provide public notice, calculated to reach elderly and handicapped voters, of the availability of registration 

and voting aids under the Federal Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and Handicapped Act, of the 
availability of assistance in marking the ballot, procedures for voting by a vote by mail absentee ballot, 

and procedures for early voting by personal appearance. At least 20 days before the general primary the 

county clerk of each county, and not more than 30 nor less than 10 days before the consolidated primary 
the election authority, shall prepare in the manner provided in this Act, a notice of such primary which 

notice shall state the time and place of holding the primary, the hours during which the polls will be open, 

the offices for which candidates will be nominated at such primary and the political parties entitled to 
participate therein, notwithstanding that no candidate of any such political party may be entitled to have 

his name printed on the primary ballot. Such notice shall also include the list of addresses of precinct 

polling places for the consolidated primary unless such list is separately published by the election authority 
not less than 10 days before the consolidated primary.  

    In counties, municipalities, or towns having fewer than 500,000 inhabitants notice of the general primary 

shall be published once in two or more newspapers published in the county, municipality or town, as the 
case may be, or if there is no such newspaper, then in any two or more newspapers published in the county 

and having a general circulation throughout the community.  

    In counties, municipalities, or towns having 500,000 or more inhabitants notice of the general primary 
shall be published at least 15 days prior to the primary by the same authorities and in the same manner as 

notice of election for general elections are required to be published in counties, municipalities or towns of 

500,000 or more inhabitants under this Act.  
    Notice of the consolidated primary shall be published once in one or more newspapers published in each 

political subdivision having such primary, and if there is no such newspaper, then published once in a 

local, community newspaper having general circulation in the subdivision, and also once in a newspaper 
published in the county wherein the political subdivisions, or portions thereof, having such primary are 

situated.  

(Source: P.A. 94-645, eff. 8-22-05.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/7-34) (from Ch. 46, par. 7-34)  

    Sec. 7-34. Pollwatchers in a primary election shall be authorized in the following manner:  

    (1) Each established political party shall be entitled to appoint one pollwatcher per precinct. Such 
pollwatchers must be affiliated with the political party for which they are pollwatching and must be a 

registered voter in Illinois.  

    (2) Each candidate shall be entitled to appoint two pollwatchers per precinct. For Federal, State, county, 
township, and municipal primary elections, the pollwatchers must be registered to vote in Illinois.  

    (3) Each organization of citizens within the county or political subdivision, which has among its purposes 

or interests the investigation or prosecution of election frauds, and which shall have registered its name 
and address and the names and addresses of its principal officers with the proper election authority at least 



29 

 

[December 3, 2014] 

40 days before the primary election, shall be entitled to appoint one pollwatcher per precinct. For all 
primary elections, the pollwatcher must be registered to vote in Illinois.  

    (3.5) Each State nonpartisan civic organization within the county or political subdivision shall be entitled 

to appoint one pollwatcher per precinct, provided that no more than 2 pollwatchers appointed by State 
nonpartisan civic organizations shall be present in a precinct polling place at the same time. Each 

organization shall have registered the names and addresses of its principal officers with the proper election 

authority at least 40 days before the primary election. The pollwatchers must be registered to vote in 
Illinois. For the purpose of this paragraph, a "State nonpartisan civic organization" means any corporation, 

unincorporated association, or organization that: 

        (i) as part of its written articles of incorporation, bylaws, or charter or by separate  

     
written declaration, has among its stated purposes the provision of voter information and education, the 

protection of individual voters' rights, and the promotion of free and equal elections; 
 

        (ii) is organized or primarily conducts its activities within the State of Illinois; and 

        (iii) continuously maintains an office or business location within the State of  

     
Illinois, together with a current listed telephone number (a post office box number without a current 
listed telephone number is not sufficient).  

 

    (4) Each organized group of proponents or opponents of a ballot proposition, which shall have registered 

the name and address of its organization or committee and the name and address of its chairman with the 

proper election authority at least 40 days before the primary election, shall be entitled to appoint one 

pollwatcher per precinct. The pollwatcher must be registered to vote in Illinois.  

    (5) In any primary election held to nominate candidates for the offices of a municipality of less than 
3,000,000 population that is situated in 2 or more counties, a pollwatcher who is a resident of a county in 

which any part of the municipality is situated shall be eligible to serve as a pollwatcher in any polling 

place located within such municipality, provided that such pollwatcher otherwise complies with the 
respective requirements of subsections (1) through (4) of this Section and is a registered voter whose 

residence is within Illinois.  

    All pollwatchers shall be required to have proper credentials. Such credentials shall be printed in 
sufficient quantities, shall be issued by and under the facsimile signature(s) of the election authority and 

shall be available for distribution at least 2 weeks prior to the election. Such credentials shall be authorized 

by the real or facsimile signature of the State or local party official or the candidate or the presiding officer 
of the civic organization or the chairman of the proponent or opponent group, as the case may be.  

    Pollwatcher credentials shall be in substantially the following form:  

   
POLLWATCHER CREDENTIALS 

TO THE JUDGES OF ELECTION:  

    In accordance with the provisions of the Election Code, the undersigned hereby appoints ........... (name 
of pollwatcher) at .......... (address) in the county of ..........., .......... (township or municipality) of ........... 

(name), State of Illinois and who is duly registered to vote from this address, to act as a pollwatcher in the 

........... precinct of the .......... ward (if applicable) of the ........... (township or municipality) of ........... at 
the ........... election to be held on (insert date).  

........................  (Signature of Appointing Authority)  

........................  TITLE  (party official,  candidate, 
                                civic organization president, 

                        proponent or opponent group chairman)  

    Under penalties provided by law pursuant to Section 29-10 of the Election Code, the undersigned 
pollwatcher certifies that he or she resides at .............. (address) in the county of ........., ......... (township 

or municipality) of .......... (name), State of Illinois, and is duly registered to vote in Illinois.  

...........................                                                                  ..........................  
(Precinct and/or Ward in                                                                       (Signature of Pollwatcher)  

Which Pollwatcher Resides)  

  
    Pollwatchers must present their credentials to the Judges of Election upon entering the polling place. 

Pollwatcher credentials properly executed and signed shall be proof of the qualifications of the pollwatcher 

authorized thereby. Such credentials are retained by the Judges and returned to the Election Authority at 
the end of the day of election with the other election materials. Once a pollwatcher has surrendered a valid 

credential, he may leave and reenter the polling place provided that such continuing action does not disrupt 

the conduct of the election. Pollwatchers may be substituted during the course of the day, but established 
political parties, candidates, qualified civic organizations and proponents and opponents of a ballot 

proposition can have only as many pollwatchers at any given time as are authorized in this Article. A 
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substitute must present his signed credential to the judges of election upon entering the polling place. 
Election authorities must provide a sufficient number of credentials to allow for substitution of 

pollwatchers. After the polls have closed, pollwatchers shall be allowed to remain until the canvass of 

votes is completed; but may leave and reenter only in cases of necessity, provided that such action is not 
so continuous as to disrupt the canvass of votes.  

    Candidates seeking office in a district or municipality encompassing 2 or more counties shall be admitted 

to any and all polling places throughout such district or municipality without regard to the counties in 
which such candidates are registered to vote. Actions of such candidates shall be governed in each polling 

place by the same privileges and limitations that apply to pollwatchers as provided in this Section. Any 

such candidate who engages in an activity in a polling place which could reasonably be construed by a 
majority of the judges of election as campaign activity shall be removed forthwith from such polling place.  

    Candidates seeking office in a district or municipality encompassing 2 or more counties who desire to 
be admitted to polling places on election day in such district or municipality shall be required to have 

proper credentials. Such credentials shall be printed in sufficient quantities, shall be issued by and under 

the facsimile signature of the election authority of the election jurisdiction where the polling place in which 
the candidate seeks admittance is located, and shall be available for distribution at least 2 weeks prior to 

the election. Such credentials shall be signed by the candidate.  

    Candidate credentials shall be in substantially the following form:  

   

CANDIDATE CREDENTIALS 

    TO THE JUDGES OF ELECTION:  
    In accordance with the provisions of the Election Code, I ...... (name of candidate) hereby certify that I 

am a candidate for ....... (name of office) and seek admittance to ....... precinct of the ....... ward (if 

applicable) of the ....... (township or municipality) of ....... at the ....... election to be held on (insert date).  
.........................             .......................  

(Signature of Candidate)              OFFICE FOR WHICH 

                                      CANDIDATE SEEKS 
                                      NOMINATION OR 

                                      ELECTION  

  
    Pollwatchers shall be permitted to observe all proceedings and view all reasonably requested records 

relating to the conduct of the election, provided the secrecy of the ballot is not impinged, and to station 

themselves in a position in the voting room as will enable them to observe the judges making the signature 
comparison between the voter application and the voter registration record card; provided, however, that 

such pollwatchers shall not be permitted to station themselves in such close proximity to the judges of 

election so as to interfere with the orderly conduct of the election and shall not, in any event, be permitted 
to handle election materials. Pollwatchers may challenge for cause the voting qualifications of a person 

offering to vote and may call to the attention of the judges of election any incorrect procedure or apparent 

violations of this Code.  
    If a majority of the judges of election determine that the polling place has become too overcrowded with 

pollwatchers so as to interfere with the orderly conduct of the election, the judges shall, by lot, limit such 

pollwatchers to a reasonable number, except that each candidate and each established or new political 
party shall be permitted to have at least one pollwatcher present.  

    Representatives of an election authority, with regard to an election under its jurisdiction, the State Board 

of Elections, and law enforcement agencies, including but not limited to a United States Attorney, a State's 
attorney, the Attorney General, and a State, county, or local police department, in the performance of their 

official election duties, shall be permitted at all times to enter and remain in the polling place. Upon 

entering the polling place, such representatives shall display their official credentials or other identification 
to the judges of election.  

    Uniformed police officers assigned to polling place duty shall follow all lawful instructions of the judges 

of election.  
    The provisions of this Section shall also apply to supervised casting of vote by mail absentee ballots as 

provided in Section 19-12.2 of this Act.  

(Source: P.A. 94-645, eff. 8-22-05; 95-267, eff. 8-17-07.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/7-61) (from Ch. 46, par. 7-61)  

    Sec. 7-61. Whenever a special election is necessary the provisions of this Article are applicable to the 

nomination of candidates to be voted for at such special election.  
    In cases where a primary election is required the officer or board or commission whose duty it is under 

the provisions of this Act relating to general elections to call an election, shall fix a date for the primary 
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for the nomination of candidates to be voted for at such special election. Notice of such primary shall be 
given at least 15 days prior to the maximum time provided for the filing of petitions for such a primary as 

provided in Section 7-12.  

    Any vacancy in nomination under the provisions of this Article 7 occurring on or after the primary and 
prior to certification of candidates by the certifying board or officer, must be filled prior to the date of 

certification. Any vacancy in nomination occurring after certification but prior to 15 days before the 

general election shall be filled within 8 days after the event creating the vacancy. The resolution filling the 
vacancy shall be sent by U. S. mail or personal delivery to the certifying officer or board within 3 days of 

the action by which the vacancy was filled; provided, if such resolution is sent by mail and the U. S. 

postmark on the envelope containing such resolution is dated prior to the expiration of such 3 day limit, 
the resolution shall be deemed filed within such 3 day limit. Failure to so transmit the resolution within 

the time specified in this Section shall authorize the certifying officer or board to certify the original 
candidate. Vacancies shall be filled by the officers of a local municipal or township political party as 

specified in subsection (h) of Section 7-8, other than a statewide political party, that is established only 

within a municipality or township and the managing committee (or legislative committee in case of a 
candidate for State Senator or representative committee in the case of a candidate for State Representative 

in the General Assembly or State central committee in the case of a candidate for statewide office, 

including but not limited to the office of United States Senator) of the respective political party for the 

territorial area in which such vacancy occurs.  

    The resolution to fill a vacancy in nomination shall be duly acknowledged before an officer qualified to 

take acknowledgements of deeds and shall include, upon its face, the following information:  
    (a) the name of the original nominee and the office vacated;  

    (b) the date on which the vacancy occurred;  

    (c) the name and address of the nominee selected to fill the vacancy and the date of selection.  
    The resolution to fill a vacancy in nomination shall be accompanied by a Statement of Candidacy, as 

prescribed in Section 7-10, completed by the selected nominee and a receipt indicating that such nominee 

has filed a statement of economic interests as required by the Illinois Governmental Ethics Act.  
    The provisions of Section 10-8 through 10-10.1 relating to objections to certificates of nomination and 

nomination papers, hearings on objections, and judicial review, shall apply to and govern objections to 

resolutions for filling a vacancy in nomination.  
    Any vacancy in nomination occurring 15 days or less before the consolidated election or the general 

election shall not be filled. In this event, the certification of the original candidate shall stand and his name 

shall appear on the official ballot to be voted at the general election.  
    A vacancy in nomination occurs when a candidate who has been nominated under the provisions of this 

Article 7 dies before the election (whether death occurs prior to, on or after the day of the primary), or 

declines the nomination; provided that nominations may become vacant for other reasons.  
    If the name of no established political party candidate was printed on the consolidated primary ballot 

for a particular office and if no person was nominated as a write-in candidate for such office, a vacancy in 

nomination shall be created which may be filled in accordance with the requirements of this Section. If 
the name of no established political party candidate was printed on the general primary ballot for a 

particular office and if no person was nominated as a write-in candidate for such office, a vacancy in 

nomination shall be filled only by a person designated by the appropriate committee of the political party 
and only if that designated person files nominating petitions with the number of signatures required for an 

established party candidate for that office within 75 days after the day of the general primary. The 

circulation period for those petitions begins on the day the appropriate committee designates that person. 
The person shall file his or her nominating petitions, statements of candidacy, notice of appointment by 

the appropriate committee, and receipt of filing his or her statement of economic interests together. These 

documents shall be filed at the same location as provided in Section 7-12. The electoral boards having 
jurisdiction under Section 10-9 to hear and pass upon objections to nominating petitions also shall hear 

and pass upon objections to nomination petitions filed by candidates under this paragraph.  

    A candidate for whom a nomination paper has been filed as a partisan candidate at a primary election, 
and who is defeated for his or her nomination at such primary election, is ineligible to be listed on the 

ballot at that general or consolidated election as a candidate of another political party.  

    A candidate seeking election to an office for which candidates of political parties are nominated by 
caucus who is a participant in the caucus and who is defeated for his or her nomination at such caucus, is 

ineligible to be listed on the ballot at that general or consolidated election as a candidate of another political 

party.  
    In the proceedings to nominate a candidate to fill a vacancy or to fill a vacancy in the nomination, each 

precinct, township, ward, county or congressional district, as the case may be, shall through its 
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representative on such central or managing committee, be entitled to one vote for each ballot voted in such 
precinct, township, ward, county or congressional district, as the case may be, by the primary electors of 

its party at the primary election immediately preceding the meeting at which such vacancy is to be filled.  

    For purposes of this Section, the words "certify" and "certification" shall refer to the act of officially 
declaring the names of candidates entitled to be printed upon the official ballot at an election and directing 

election authorities to place the names of such candidates upon the official ballot. "Certifying officers or 

board" shall refer to the local election official, election authority or the State Board of Elections, as the 
case may be, with whom nomination papers, including certificates of nomination and resolutions to fill 

vacancies in nomination, are filed and whose duty it is to "certify" candidates.  

(Source: P.A. 96-809, eff. 1-1-10; 96-848, eff. 1-1-10.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/8-17) (from Ch. 46, par. 8-17) 

    Sec. 8-17. The death of any candidate prior to, or on, the date of the primary shall not affect the canvass 
of the ballots. If the result of such canvass discloses that such candidate, if he had lived, would have been 

nominated, such candidate shall be declared nominated. 

    In the event that a candidate of a party who has been nominated under the provisions of this Article shall 
die before election (whether death occurs prior to, or on, or after, the date of the primary) or decline the 

nomination or should the nomination for any other reason become vacant, the legislative or representative 

committee of such party for such district shall nominate a candidate of such party to fill such vacancy. 

However, if there was no candidate for the nomination of the party in the primary, no candidate of that 

party for that office may be listed on the ballot at the general election, unless the legislative or 

representative committee of the party nominates a candidate to fill the vacancy in nomination within 75 
days after the date of the general primary election. Vacancies in nomination occurring under this Article 

shall be filled by the appropriate legislative or representative committee in accordance with the provisions 

of Section 7-61 of this Code. In proceedings to fill the vacancy in nomination, the voting strength of the 
members of the legislative or representative committee shall be as provided in Section 8-6.  

(Source: P.A. 96-1008, eff. 7-6-10.) 

    (10 ILCS 5/9-21) (from Ch. 46, par. 9-21)  
    Sec. 9-21. Upon receipt of a complaint as provided in Section 9-20, the Board shall hold a closed 

preliminary hearing to determine whether or not the complaint appears to have been filed on justifiable 

grounds. Such closed preliminary hearing shall be conducted as soon as practicable after affording 
reasonable notice, a copy of the complaint, and an opportunity to testify at such hearing to both the person 

making the complaint and the person against whom the complaint is directed. If the complaint is received 

between 31 and 15 days before an election about which the complaint is filed, then the Board shall, at a 
minimum, hold the closed preliminary hearing and make the determination of whether the complaint was 

filed upon justifiable grounds, prior to the election. If the Board finds that the complaint was filed upon 

justifiable grounds and determines that a public hearing is necessary, that hearing may be set prior to the 
election if time permits. If time does not so permit, the hearing shall take place as soon as practicable after 

the election. The complaint must be personally served on the respondent by the complainant and proof of 

service must be included with the complaint filed with the Board. In addition, the complaint must be 
accompanied by the $50 filing fee. If the complainant fails to personally serve the respondent and provide 

proof, or fails to pay the filing fee, then the Board shall not accept the complaint. Complaints involving 

any conduct that relates to an upcoming election shall not be accepted 14 or fewer business days before 
that election. However, those complaints may be filed at any time after that election. If the Board fails to 

determine that the complaint has been filed on justifiable grounds, it shall dismiss the complaint without 

further hearing. Any additional hearings shall be open to the public.  
    Whenever the Board, in an open meeting, determines, after affording due notice and an opportunity for 

a public hearing, that any person has engaged or is about to engage in an act or practice which constitutes 

or will constitute a violation of any provision of this Article or any regulation or order issued thereunder, 
the Board shall issue an order directing such person to take such action as the Board determines may be 

necessary in the public interest to correct the violation. Except as provided above, the In addition, if the 

act or practice engaged in consists of the failure to file any required report within the time prescribed by 
this Article, the Board, as part of its order, shall further provide that if, within the 12-month period 

following the issuance of the order, such person fails to file within the time prescribed by this Article any 

subsequent report as may be required, such person may be subject to a civil penalty pursuant to Section 9-
23. The Board shall render its final judgment within 60 days of the date the complaint is filed; except that 

during the 60 days preceding the date of the election in reference to which the complaint is filed, the Board 

shall render its final judgment within 7 days of the date the complaint is filed, and during the 7 days 
preceding such election, the Board shall render such judgment before the date of such election, if possible.  
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    At any time prior to the issuance of the Board's final judgment, the parties may dispose of the complaint 
by a written stipulation, agreed settlement or consent order. Any such stipulation, settlement or order shall, 

however, be submitted in writing to the Board and shall become effective only if approved by the Board 

in an open meeting. If the act or practice complained of consists of the failure to file any required report 
within the time prescribed by this Article, such stipulation, settlement or order may provide that if, within 

the 12-month period following the approval of such stipulation, agreement or order, the person complained 

of fails to file within the time prescribed by this Article any subsequent reports as may be required, such 
person may be subject to a civil penalty pursuant to Section 9-23.  

    Any person filing a complaint pursuant to Section 9-20 may, upon written notice to the other parties 

and to the Board, voluntarily withdraw the complaint at any time prior to the issuance of the Board's final 
determination.  

(Source: P.A. 96-832, eff. 1-1-11.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/10-7) (from Ch. 46, par. 10-7)  

    Sec. 10-7. Any person whose name has been presented as a candidate, including nonpartisan and 

independent candidates, may cause his name to be withdrawn from any such nomination by his request in 
writing, signed by him and duly acknowledged before an officer qualified to take acknowledgment of 

deeds, and presented to the principal office or permanent branch office of the Board, the election authority, 

or the local election official, as the case may be, not later than the date for certification of candidates for 

the ballot. No name so withdrawn shall be printed upon the ballots under the party appellation or title from 

which the candidate has withdrawn his name. If such a request for withdrawal is received after the date 

for certification of the candidates for the ballot, then the votes cast for the withdrawn candidate are invalid 
and shall not be reported by the election authority. If the name of the same person has been presented as a 

candidate for 2 or more offices which are incompatible so that the same person could not serve in more 

than one of such offices if elected, that person must withdraw as a candidate for all but one of such offices 
within the 5 business days following the last day for petition filing. If he fails to withdraw as a candidate 

for all but one of such offices within such time, his name shall not be certified, nor printed on the ballot, 

for any office. However, nothing in this section shall be construed as precluding a judge who is seeking 
retention in office from also being a candidate for another judicial office. Except as otherwise herein 

provided, in case the certificate of nomination or petition as provided for in this Article shall contain or 

exhibit the name of any candidate for any office upon more than one of said certificates or petitions (for 
the same office), then and in that case the Board or election authority or local election official, as the case 

may be, shall immediately notify said candidate of said fact and that his name appears unlawfully upon 

more than one of said certificates or petitions and that within 3 days from the receipt of said notification, 
said candidate must elect as to which of said political party appellations or groups he desires his name to 

appear and remain under upon said ballot, and if said candidate refuses, fails or neglects to make such 

election, then and in that case the Board or election authority or local election official, as the case may be, 
shall permit the name of said candidate to appear or be printed or placed upon said ballot only under the 

political party appellation or group appearing on the certificate of nomination or petition, as the case may 

be, first filed, and shall strike or cause to be stricken the name of said candidate from all certificates of 
nomination and petitions filed after the first such certificate of nomination or petition.  

    Whenever the name of a candidate for an office is withdrawn from a new political party petition, it shall 

constitute a vacancy in nomination for that office which may be filled in accordance with Section 10-11 
of this Article; provided, that if the names of all candidates for all offices on a new political party petition 

are withdrawn or such petition is declared invalid by an electoral board or upon judicial review, no 

vacancies in nomination for those offices shall exist and the filing of any notice or resolution purporting 
to fill vacancies in nomination shall have no legal effect.  

    Whenever the name of an independent candidate for an office is withdrawn or an independent candidate's 

petition is declared invalid by an electoral board or upon judicial review, no vacancy in nomination for 
that office shall exist and the filing of any notice or resolution purporting to fill a vacancy in nomination 

shall have no legal effect.  

    All certificates of nomination and nomination papers when presented or filed shall be open, under proper 
regulation, to public inspection, and the State Board of Elections and the several election authorities and 

local election officials having charge of nomination papers shall preserve the same in their respective 

offices not less than 6 months.  
(Source: P.A. 98-115, eff. 7-29-13.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/10-9) (from Ch. 46, par. 10-9)  

    Sec. 10-9. The following electoral boards are designated for the purpose of hearing and passing upon 
the objector's petition described in Section 10-8.  

        1. The State Board of Elections will hear and pass upon objections to the nominations of  
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candidates for State offices, nominations of candidates for congressional, legislative and judicial offices 
of districts, subcircuits, or circuits situated in more than one county, nominations of candidates for the 

offices of State's attorney or regional superintendent of schools to be elected from more than one county, 

nominations of candidates for congressional and legislative offices that do not have any portion of their 
district in a county with a population of 3,000,000 or more, and petitions for proposed amendments to 

the Constitution of the State of Illinois as provided for in Section 3 of Article XIV of the Constitution. 
 

        2. The county officers electoral board of a county with a population of less than 3,000,000 to hear 
and pass upon objections to the  

     

nominations of candidates for county offices, for congressional, legislative and judicial offices of a 

district, subcircuit, or circuit coterminous with or less than a county, for any school district offices, for 
the office of multi-township assessor where candidates for such office are nominated in accordance with 

this Code, and for all special district offices, shall be composed of the county clerk, or an assistant 
designated by the county clerk, the State's attorney of the county or an Assistant State's Attorney 

designated by the State's Attorney, and the clerk of the circuit court, or an assistant designated by the 

clerk of the circuit court, of the county, of whom the county clerk or his designee shall be the chairman, 
except that in any county which has established a county board of election commissioners that board 

shall constitute the county officers electoral board ex-officio. If a school district is located in 2 or more 

counties, the county officers electoral board of the county in which the principal office of the school 

district is located shall hear and pass upon objections to nominations of candidates for school district 

office in that school district.  
 

        2.5. The county officers electoral board of a county with a population of 3,000,000 or more to hear 
and pass upon objections to the nominations of candidates for county offices, candidates for congressional 

and legislative offices if any portion of the district lies within the county unless the district is wholly within 

the jurisdiction of a municipal board of election commissioners, and judicial offices of a district, subcircuit, 
or circuit coterminous with or less than a county, for any school district offices, for the office of multi-

township assessor where candidates for such office are nominated in accordance with this Code, and for 

all special district offices, shall be composed of the county clerk, or an assistant designated by the county 
clerk, the State's attorney of the county or an Assistant State's Attorney designated by the State's Attorney, 

and the clerk of the circuit court, or an assistant designated by the clerk of the circuit court, of the county, 

of whom the county clerk or his designee shall be the chairman, except that in any county which has 
established a county board of election commissioners that board shall constitute the county officers 

electoral board ex-officio. If a school district is located in 2 or more counties, the county officers electoral 

board of the county in which the principal office of the school district is located shall hear and pass upon 
objections to nominations of candidates for school district office in that school district.  

        3. The municipal officers electoral board to hear and pass upon objections to the  

     

nominations of candidates for officers of municipalities shall be composed of the mayor or president of 
the board of trustees of the city, village or incorporated town, and the city, village or incorporated town 

clerk, and one member of the city council or board of trustees, that member being designated who is 

eligible to serve on the electoral board and has served the greatest number of years as a member of the 
city council or board of trustees, of whom the mayor or president of the board of trustees shall be the 

chairman. 
 

        4. The township officers electoral board to pass upon objections to the nominations of  

     

township officers shall be composed of the township supervisor, the town clerk, and that eligible town 

trustee elected in the township who has had the longest term of continuous service as town trustee, of 

whom the township supervisor shall be the chairman. 
 

        5. The education officers electoral board to hear and pass upon objections to the  

     

nominations of candidates for offices in community college districts shall be composed of the presiding 

officer of the community college district board, who shall be the chairman, the secretary of the 
community college district board and the eligible elected community college board member who has 

the longest term of continuous service as a board member. 
 

        6. In all cases, however, where the Congressional, Legislative, or Representative  

     

district is wholly or partially within the jurisdiction of a single municipal board of election 

commissioners in Cook County and in all cases where the school district or special district is wholly 

within the jurisdiction of a municipal board of election commissioners and in all cases where the 
municipality or township is wholly or partially within the jurisdiction of a municipal board of election 

commissioners, the board of election commissioners shall ex-officio constitute the electoral board. 
 

    For special districts situated in more than one county, the county officers electoral board of the county 
in which the principal office of the district is located has jurisdiction to hear and pass upon objections. For 
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purposes of this Section, "special districts" means all political subdivisions other than counties, 
municipalities, townships and school and community college districts.  

    In the event that any member of the appropriate board is a candidate for the office with relation to which 

the objector's petition is filed, he shall not be eligible to serve on that board and shall not act as a member 
of the board and his place shall be filled as follows:  

        a. In the county officers electoral board by the county treasurer, and if he or she is  

     ineligible to serve, by the sheriff of the county. 
 

        b. In the municipal officers electoral board by the eligible elected city council or  

     
board of trustees member who has served the second greatest number of years as a city council or board 

of trustees member. 
 

        c. In the township officers electoral board by the eligible elected town trustee who has  

     had the second longest term of continuous service as a town trustee. 
 

        d. In the education officers electoral board by the eligible elected community college  

     district board member who has had the second longest term of continuous service as a board member. 
 

    In the event that the chairman of the electoral board is ineligible to act because of the fact that he or she 
is a candidate for the office with relation to which the objector's petition is filed, then the substitute chosen 

under the provisions of this Section shall be the chairman; In this case, the officer or board with whom the 

objector's petition is filed, shall transmit the certificate of nomination or nomination papers as the case 

may be, and the objector's petition to the substitute chairman of the electoral board.  

    When 2 or more eligible individuals, by reason of their terms of service on a city council or board of 

trustees, township board of trustees, or community college district board, qualify to serve on an electoral 
board, the one to serve shall be chosen by lot.  

    Any vacancies on an electoral board not otherwise filled pursuant to this Section shall be filled by public 

members appointed by the Chief Judge of the Circuit Court for the county wherein the electoral board 
hearing is being held upon notification to the Chief Judge of such vacancies. The Chief Judge shall be so 

notified by a member of the electoral board or the officer or board with whom the objector's petition was 

filed. In the event that none of the individuals designated by this Section to serve on the electoral board 
are eligible, the chairman of an electoral board shall be designated by the Chief Judge.  

(Source: P.A. 98-115, eff. 7-29-13.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/11-4.1) (from Ch. 46, par. 11-4.1)  
    Sec. 11-4.1. (a) In appointing polling places under this Article, the county board or board of election 

commissioners shall, insofar as they are convenient and available, use schools and other public buildings 

as polling places.  
    (b) Upon request of the county board or board of election commissioners, the proper agency of 

government (including school districts and units of local government) shall make a public building under 

its control available for use as a polling place on an election day and for a reasonably necessary time before 
and after election day, without charge. If the county board or board of election commissioners chooses a 

school to be a polling place, then the school district must make the school available for use as a polling 

place. However, for the day of the election, a school district is encouraged to (i) close the school or (ii) 
hold a teachers institute on that day with students not in attendance.  

    (c) A government agency which makes a public building under its control available for use as a polling 

place shall (i) ensure the portion of the building to be used as the polling place is accessible to handicapped 
and elderly voters and (ii) allow the election authority to administer the election as authorized under this 

Code.  

    (d) If a qualified elector's precinct polling place is a school and the elector will be unable to enter that 
polling place without violating Section 11-9.3 of the Criminal Code of 2012 because the elector is a child 

sex offender as defined in Section 11-9.3 of the Criminal Code of 2012, that elector may vote by a vote by 

mail absentee ballot in accordance with Article 19 of this Code or may vote early in accordance with 
Article 19A of this Code. 

(Source: P.A. 97-1150, eff. 1-25-13; 98-773, eff. 7-18-14.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/11-7) (from Ch. 46, par. 11-7)  
    Sec. 11-7. For the purpose of the conduct of any consolidated election, consolidated primary election, 

special municipal primary election or emergency referendum, an election authority may cluster up to four 

contiguous precincts as provided in this Section, which shall constitute a clustered voting zone. The 
common polling place for the clustered voting zone shall be located within the territory comprising the 

clustered precincts. Unless the election authority specifies a larger number, only one election judge shall 

be appointed for each of the precincts in each clustered voting zone.  
    The judges so appointed may not all be affiliated with the same political party.  
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    The conduct of an election in a clustered voting zone shall be under the general supervision of all the 
judges of election designated to serve in the clustered voting zone. The designated judges may perform 

the duties of election judges for the entire clustered voting zone. However, the requirements of Section 

17-14 shall apply to voter assistance, the requirements of Section 24-10 shall apply to voter instruction, 
the requirement of Section 24A-10 shall apply to examination of vote by mail absentee ballots, and any 

disputes as to entitlement to vote, challenges, counting of ballots or other matters pertaining directly to 

voting shall be decided by those designated judges appointed for the precinct in which the affected voter 
resides or the disputed vote is to be counted.  

    This Section does not apply to any elections in municipalities with more than 1,000,000 inhabitants.  

(Source: P.A. 90-358, eff. 1-1-98.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/12-1) (from Ch. 46, par. 12-1)  

    Sec. 12-1. At least 60 days prior to each general and consolidated election, the election authority shall 
provide public notice, calculated to reach elderly and handicapped voters, of the availability of registration 

and voting aids under the Federal Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and Handicapped Act, of the 

availability of assistance in marking the ballot, procedures for voting by vote by mail absentee ballot, and 
procedures for voting early by personal appearance.  

    At least 30 days before any general election, and at least 20 days before any special congressional 

election, the county clerk shall publish a notice of the election in 2 or more newspapers published in the 

county, city, village, incorporated town or town, as the case may be, or if there is no such newspaper, then 

in any 2 or more newspapers published in the county and having a general circulation throughout the 

community. The notice may be substantially as follows:  
    Notice is hereby given that on (give date), at (give the place of holding the election and the name of the 

precinct or district) in the county of (name county), an election will be held for (give the title of the several 

offices to be filled), which election will be open at 6:00 a.m. and continued open until 7:00 p.m. of that 
day.  

    Dated at .... on (insert date).  

(Source: P.A. 94-645, eff. 8-22-05.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/13-1) (from Ch. 46, par. 13-1)  

    Sec. 13-1. In counties not under township organization, the county board of commissioners shall at its 

meeting in July in each even-numbered year appoint in each election precinct 5 capable and discreet 
persons meeting the qualifications of Section 13-4 to be judges of election. Where neither voting machines 

nor electronic, mechanical or electric voting systems are used, the county board may, for any precinct with 

respect to which the board considers such action necessary or desirable in view of the number of voters, 
and shall for general elections for any precinct containing more than 600 registered voters, appoint in 

addition to the 5 judges of election a team of 5 tally judges. In such precincts the judges of election shall 

preside over the election during the hours the polls are open, and the tally judges, with the assistance of 
the holdover judges designated pursuant to Section 13-6.2, shall count the vote after the closing of the 

polls. However, the County Board of Commissioners may appoint 3 judges of election to serve in lieu of 

the 5 judges of election otherwise required by this Section to serve in any emergency referendum, or in 
any odd-year regular election or in any special primary or special election called for the purpose of filling 

a vacancy in the office of representative in the United States Congress or to nominate candidates for such 

purpose. The tally judges shall possess the same qualifications and shall be appointed in the same manner 
and with the same division between political parties as is provided for judges of election.  

    In addition to such precinct judges, the county board of commissioners shall appoint special panels of 

3 judges each, who shall possess the same qualifications and shall be appointed in the same manner and 
with the same division between political parties as is provided for other judges of election. The number of 

such panels of judges required shall be determined by regulations of the State Board of Elections which 

shall base the required numbers of special panels on the number of registered voters in the jurisdiction or 
the number of vote by mail and early absentee ballots voted at recent elections, or any combination of such 

factors.  

    Such appointment shall be confirmed by the court as provided in Section 13-3 of this Article. No more 
than 3 persons of the same political party shall be appointed judges of the same election precinct or election 

judge panel. The appointment shall be made in the following manner: The county board of commissioners 

shall select and approve 3 persons as judges of election in each election precinct from a certified list, 
furnished by the chairman of the County Central Committee of the first leading political party in such 

precinct; and the county board of commissioners shall also select and approve 2 persons as judges of 

election in each election precinct from a certified list, furnished by the chairman of the County Central 
Committee of the second leading political party. However, if only 3 judges of election serve in each 

election precinct, no more than 2 persons of the same political party shall be judges of election in the same 
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election precinct; and which political party is entitled to 2 judges of election and which political party is 
entitled to one judge of election shall be determined in the same manner as set forth in the next two 

preceding sentences with regard to 5 election judges in each precinct. Such certified list shall be filed with 

the county clerk not less than 10 days before the annual meeting of the county board of commissioners. 
Such list shall be arranged according to precincts. The chairman of each county central committee shall, 

insofar as possible, list persons who reside within the precinct in which they are to serve as judges. 

However, he may, in his sole discretion, submit the names of persons who reside outside the precinct but 
within the county embracing the precinct in which they are to serve. He must, however, submit the names 

of at least 2 residents of the precinct for each precinct in which his party is to have 3 judges and must 

submit the name of at least one resident of the precinct for each precinct in which his party is to have 2 
judges. The county board of commissioners shall acknowledge in writing to each county chairman the 

names of all persons submitted on such certified list and the total number of persons listed thereon. If no 
such list is filed or such list is incomplete (that is, no names or an insufficient number of names are 

furnished for certain election precincts), the county board of commissioners shall make or complete such 

list from the names contained in the supplemental list provided for in Section 13-1.1. The election judges 
shall hold their office for 2 years from their appointment, and until their successors are duly appointed in 

the manner provided in this Act. The county board of commissioners shall fill all vacancies in the office 

of judge of election at any time in the manner provided in this Act.  

(Source: P.A. 94-1000, eff. 7-3-06.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/13-2) (from Ch. 46, par. 13-2)  

    Sec. 13-2. Appointment of election judges in counties having a population of less than 3,000,000. In 
counties under the township organization the county board shall at its meeting in July in each even-

numbered year except in counties containing a population of 3,000,000 inhabitants or over and except 

when such judges are appointed by election commissioners, select in each election precinct in the county, 
5 capable and discreet persons to be judges of election who shall possess the qualifications required by 

this Act for such judges. Where neither voting machines nor electronic, mechanical or electric voting 

systems are used, the county board may, for any precinct with respect to which the board considers such 
action necessary or desirable in view of the number of voters, and shall for general elections for any 

precinct containing more than 600 registered voters, appoint in addition to the 5 judges of election a team 

of 5 tally judges. In such precincts the judges of election shall preside over the election during the hours 
the polls are open, and the tally judges, with the assistance of the holdover judges designated pursuant to 

Section 13-6.2, shall count the vote after the closing of the polls. The tally judges shall possess the same 

qualifications and shall be appointed in the same manner and with the same division between political 
parties as is provided for judges of election.  

    However, the county board may appoint 3 judges of election to serve in lieu of the 5 judges of election 

otherwise required by this Section to serve in any emergency referendum, or in any odd-year regular 
election or in any special primary or special election called for the purpose of filling a vacancy in the office 

of representative in the United States Congress or to nominate candidates for such purpose.  

    In addition to such precinct judges, the county board shall appoint special panels of 3 judges each, who 
shall possess the same qualifications and shall be appointed in the same manner and with the same division 

between political parties as is provided for other judges of election. The number of such panels of judges 

required shall be determined by regulations of the State Board of Elections, which shall base the required 
number of special panels on the number of registered voters in the jurisdiction or the number of vote by 

mail and early absentee ballots voted at recent elections or any combination of such factors.  

    No more than 3 persons of the same political party shall be appointed judges in the same election district 
or undivided precinct. The election of the judges of election in the various election precincts shall be made 

in the following manner: The county board shall select and approve 3 of the election judges in each precinct 

from a certified list furnished by the chairman of the County Central Committee of the first leading 
political party in such election precinct and shall also select and approve 2 judges of election in each 

election precinct from a certified list furnished by the chairman of the County Central Committee of the 

second leading political party in such election precinct. However, if only 3 judges of election serve in each 
election precinct, no more than 2 persons of the same political party shall be judges of election in the same 

election precinct; and which political party is entitled to 2 judges of election and which political party is 

entitled to one judge of election shall be determined in the same manner as set forth in the next two 
preceding sentences with regard to 5 election judges in each precinct. The respective County Central 

Committee chairman shall notify the county board by June 1 of each odd-numbered year immediately 

preceding the annual meeting of the county board whether or not such certified list will be filed by such 
chairman. Such list shall be arranged according to precincts. The chairman of each county central 

committee shall, insofar as possible, list persons who reside within the precinct in which they are to serve 
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as judges. However, he may, in his sole discretion, submit the names of persons who reside outside the 
precinct but within the county embracing the precinct in which they are to serve. He must, however, submit 

the names of at least 2 residents of the precinct for each precinct in which his party is to have 3 judges and 

must submit the name of at least one resident of the precinct for each precinct in which his party is to have 
2 judges. Such certified list, if filed, shall be filed with the county clerk not less than 20 days before the 

annual meeting of the county board. The county board shall acknowledge in writing to each county 

chairman the names of all persons submitted on such certified list and the total number of persons listed 
thereon. If no such list is filed or the list is incomplete (that is, no names or an insufficient number of 

names are furnished for certain election precincts), the county board shall make or complete such list from 

the names contained in the supplemental list provided for in Section 13-1.1. Provided, further, that in any 
case where a township has been or shall be redistricted, in whole or in part, subsequent to one general 

election for Governor, and prior to the next, the judges of election to be selected for all new or altered 
precincts shall be selected in that one of the methods above detailed, which shall be applicable according 

to the facts and circumstances of the particular case, but the majority of such judges for each such precinct 

shall be selected from the first leading political party, and the minority judges from the second leading 
political party. Provided, further, that in counties having a population of 1,000,000 inhabitants or over the 

selection of judges of election shall be made in the same manner in all respects as in other counties, except 

that the provisions relating to tally judges are inapplicable to such counties and except that the county 

board shall meet during the month of January for the purpose of making such selection and the chairman 

of each county central committee shall notify the county board by the preceding October 1 whether or not 

the certified list will be filed. Such judges of election shall hold their office for 2 years from their 
appointment and until their successors are duly appointed in the manner provided in this Act. The county 

board shall fill all vacancies in the office of judges of elections at any time in the manner herein provided.  

    Such selections under this Section shall be confirmed by the circuit court as provided in Section 13-3 
of this Article.  

(Source: P.A. 94-1000, eff. 7-3-06.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/13-3.5 new)  
    Sec. 13-3.5. Appointment of election judges in counties having a population of more than 3,000,000. In 

counties under the township organization the county board shall at its meeting in January in each even-

numbered year with a population of 3,000,000 inhabitants or over and except when such judges are 
appointed by election commissioners, select in each election precinct in the county, 5 capable and discreet 

persons to be judges of election who shall possess the qualifications required by this Act for such judges. 

Where neither voting machines nor electronic, mechanical or electric voting systems are used, the county 
board may, for any precinct with respect to which the board considers such action necessary or desirable 

in view of the number of voters, and shall for general elections for any precinct containing more than 600 

registered voters, appoint in addition to the 5 judges of election a team of 5 tally judges. In such precincts 
the judges of election shall preside over the election during the hours the polls are open, and the tally 

judges, with the assistance of the holdover judges designated pursuant to Section 13-6.2, shall count the 

vote after the closing of the polls. The tally judges shall possess the same qualifications and shall be 
appointed in the same manner and with the same division between political parties as is provided for judges 

of election.  

    However, the county board may appoint 3 judges of election to serve in lieu of the 5 judges of election 
otherwise required by this Section to serve in any emergency referendum, or in any odd-year regular 

election or in any special primary or special election called for the purpose of filling a vacancy in the office 

of representative in the United States Congress or to nominate candidates for such purpose.  
    In addition to such precinct judges, the county board shall appoint special panels of 3 judges each, who 

shall possess the same qualifications and shall be appointed in the same manner and with the same division 

between political parties as is provided for other judges of election. The number of such panels of judges 
required shall be determined by regulations of the State Board of Elections, which shall base the required 

number of special panels on the number of registered voters in the jurisdiction or the number of vote by 

mail and early ballots voted at recent elections or any combination of such factors.  
    No more than 3 persons of the same political party shall be appointed judges in the same election district 

or undivided precinct. The election of the judges of election in the various election precincts shall be made 

in the following manner: The county board shall select and approve 3 of the election judges in each precinct 
from a certified list furnished by the township committeeperson precinct from a certified list furnished by 

the township committeeperson of the second leading political party in such election precinct. However, if 

only 3 judges of election serve in each election precinct, no more than 2 persons of the same political party 
shall be judges of election in the same election precinct; and which political party is entitled to 2 judges 

of election and which political party is entitled to one judge of election shall be determined in the same 
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manner as set forth in the next two preceding sentences with regard to 5 election judges in each precinct. 
The respective township committeeperson shall notify the county board by October 1 of each odd-

numbered year immediately preceding the annual meeting of the county board whether or not such 

certified list will be filed by such township committeeperson. Such list shall be arranged according to 
precincts. The township committeeperson of each township shall, insofar as possible, list persons who 

reside within the precinct in which they are to serve as judges. However, he may, in his sole discretion, 

submit the names of persons who reside outside the precinct but within the county embracing the precinct 
in which they are to serve. He must, however, submit the names of at least 2 residents of the precinct for 

each precinct in which his party is to have 3 judges and must submit the name of at least one resident of 

the precinct for each precinct in which his party is to have 2 judges. Such certified list, if filed, shall be 
filed with the county clerk not less than 20 days before the annual meeting of the county board. The county 

board shall acknowledge in writing to each township committeeperson the names of all persons submitted 
on such certified list and the total number of persons listed thereon. If no such list is filed or the list is 

incomplete (that is, no names or an insufficient number of names are furnished for certain election 

precincts), the county board shall make or complete such list from the names contained in the supplemental 
list provided for in Section 13-1.1. Provided, further, that in any case where a township has been or shall 

be redistricted, in whole or in part, subsequent to one general election for Governor, and prior to the next, 

the judges of election to be selected for all new or altered precincts shall be selected in that one of the 

methods above detailed, which shall be applicable according to the facts and circumstances of the 

particular case, but the majority of such judges for each such precinct shall be selected from the first 

leading political party, and the minority judges from the second leading political party. Such judges of 
election shall hold their office for 2 years from their appointment and until their successors are duly 

appointed in the manner provided in this Act. The county board shall fill all vacancies in the office of 

judges of elections at any time in the manner herein provided.  
    Such selections under this Section shall be confirmed by the circuit court as provided in Section 13-3 

of this Article.  

    (10 ILCS 5/13-10) (from Ch. 46, par. 13-10)  
    Sec. 13-10. The compensation of the judges of all primaries and all elections, except judges supervising 

vote by mail absentee ballots as provided in Section 19-12.2 of this Act, in counties of less than 600,000 

inhabitants shall be fixed by the respective county boards or boards of election commissioners in all 
counties and municipalities, but in no case shall such compensation be less than $35 per day. The 

compensation of judges of all primaries and all elections not under the jurisdiction of the county clerk, 

except judges supervising vote by mail absentee balloting as provided in Section 19-12.2 of this Act, in 
counties having a population of 2,000,000 or more shall be not less than $60 per day. The compensation 

of judges of all primaries and all elections under the jurisdiction of the county clerk, except judges 

supervising vote by mail absentee balloting as provided in Section 19-12.2 of this Act, in counties having 
a population of 2,000,000 or more shall be not less than $60 per day. The compensation of judges of all 

primaries and all elections, except judges supervising vote by mail absentee ballots as provided in Section 

19-12.2 of this Act, in counties having a population of at least 600,000 but less than 2,000,000 inhabitants 
shall be not less than $45 per day as fixed by the county board of election commissioners of each such 

county. In addition to their per day compensation and notwithstanding the limitations thereon stated herein, 

the judges of election, in all counties with a population of less than 600,000, shall be paid $3 each for each 
100 voters or portion thereof, in excess of 200 voters voting for candidates in the election district or 

precinct wherein the judge is serving, whether a primary or an election is being held. However, no such 

extra compensation shall be paid to the judges of election in any precinct in which no paper ballots are 
counted by such judges of election. The 2 judges of election in counties having a population of less than 

600,000 who deliver the returns to the county clerk shall each be allowed and paid a sum to be determined 

by the election authority for such services and an additional sum per mile to be determined by the election 
authority for every mile necessarily travelled in going to and returning from the office or place to which 

they deliver the returns. The compensation for mileage shall be consistent with current rates paid for 

mileage to employees of the county.  
    However, all judges who have been certified by the County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners 

as having satisfactorily completed, within the 2 years preceding the day of election, the training course for 

judges of election, as provided in Sections 13-2.1, 13-2.2 and 14-4.1 of this Act, shall receive additional 
compensation of not less than $10 per day in counties of less than 600,000 inhabitants, the additional 

compensation of not less than $10 per day in counties having a population of at least 600,000 but less than 

2,000,000 inhabitants as fixed by the county board of election commissioners of each such county, and 
additional compensation of not less than $20 per day in counties having a population of 2,000,000 or more 

for primaries and elections not under the jurisdiction of the county clerk, and additional compensation of 
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not less than $20 per day in counties having a population of 2,000,000 or more for primaries and elections 
under the jurisdiction of the county clerk.  

    In precincts in which there are tally judges, the compensation of the tally judges shall be 2/3 of that of 

the judges of election and each holdover judge shall be paid the compensation of a judge of election plus 
that of a tally judge.  

    Beginning on the effective date of this amendatory Act of 1998, the portion of an election judge's daily 

compensation reimbursed by the State Board of Elections is increased by $15. The increase provided by 
this amendatory Act of 1998 must be used to increase each judge's compensation and may not be used by 

the county to reduce its portion of a judge's compensation.  

    Beginning on the effective date of this amendatory Act of the 95th General Assembly, the portion of an 
election judge's daily compensation reimbursement by the State Board of Elections is increased by an 

additional $20. The increase provided by this amendatory Act of the 95th General Assembly must be used 
to increase each judge's compensation and may not be used by the election authority or election jurisdiction 

to reduce its portion of a judge's compensation.  

(Source: P.A. 95-699, eff. 11-9-07.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/14-3.1) (from Ch. 46, par. 14-3.1)  

    Sec. 14-3.1. Boards of election commissioners in election jurisdictions other than municipalities with a 

population of more than 500,000. The board of election commissioners shall, during the month of July of 

each even-numbered year, select for each election precinct within the jurisdiction of the board 5 persons 

to be judges of election who shall possess the qualifications required by this Act for such judges. The 

selection shall be made by a county board of election commissioners in the following manner: the county 
board of election commissioners shall select and approve 3 persons as judges of election in each election 

precinct from a certified list furnished by the chairman of the county central committee of the first leading 

political party in that precinct; the county board of election commissioners also shall select and approve 2 
persons as judges of election in each election precinct from a certified list furnished by the chairman of 

the county central committee of the second leading political party in that precinct. The selection by a 

municipal board of election commissioners shall be made in the following manner: for each precinct, 3 
judges shall be selected from one of the 2 leading political parties and the other 2 judges shall be selected 

from the other leading political party; the parties entitled to 3 and 2 judges, respectively, in the several 

precincts shall be determined as provided in Section 14-4. However, a Board of Election Commissioners 
may appoint three judges of election to serve in lieu of the 5 judges of election otherwise required by this 

Section to serve in any emergency referendum, or in any odd-year regular election or in any special 

primary or special election called for the purpose of filling a vacancy in the office of representative in the 
United States Congress or to nominate candidates for such purpose.  

    If only 3 judges of election serve in each election precinct, no more than 2 persons of the same political 

party shall be judges of election in the same election precinct, and which political party is entitled to 2 
judges of election and which political party is entitled to one judge of election shall be determined as set 

forth in this Section for a county board of election commissioners' selection of 5 election judges in each 

precinct or in Section 14-4 for a municipal board of election commissioners' selection of election judges 
in each precinct, whichever is appropriate. In addition to such precinct judges, the board of election 

commissioners shall appoint special panels of 3 judges each, who shall possess the same qualifications 

and shall be appointed in the same manner and with the same division between political parties as is 
provided for other judges of election. The number of such panels of judges required shall be determined 

by regulation of the State Board of Elections, which shall base the required number of special panels on 

the number of registered voters in the jurisdiction or the number of vote by mail or early absentee ballots 
voted at recent elections or any combination of such factors. A municipal board of election commissioners 

shall make the selections of persons qualified under Section 14-1 from certified lists furnished by the 

chairman of the respective county central committees of the 2 leading political parties. Lists furnished by 
chairmen of county central committees under this Section shall be arranged according to precincts. The 

chairman of each county central committee shall, insofar as possible, list persons who reside within the 

precinct in which they are to serve as judges. However, he may, in his sole discretion, submit the names 
of persons who reside outside the precinct but within the county embracing the precinct in which they are 

to serve. He must, however, submit the names of at least 2 residents of the precinct for each precinct in 

which his party is to have 3 judges and must submit the name of at least one resident of the precinct for 
each precinct in which his party is to have 2 judges. The board of election commissioners shall no later 

than March 1 of each even-numbered year notify the chairmen of the respective county central committees 

of their responsibility to furnish such lists, and each such chairman shall furnish the board of election 
commissioners with the list for his party on or before May 1 of each even-numbered year. The board of 

election commissioners shall acknowledge in writing to each county chairman the names of all persons 
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submitted on such certified list and the total number of persons listed thereon. If no such list is furnished 
or if no names or an insufficient number of names are furnished for certain precincts, the board of election 

commissioners shall make or complete such list from the names contained in the supplemental list 

provided for in Section 14-3.2. Judges of election shall hold their office for 2 years from their appointment 
and until their successors are duly appointed in the manner herein provided. The board of election 

commissioners shall, subject to the provisions of Section 14-3.2, fill all vacancies in the office of judges 

of election at any time in the manner herein provided.  
    Such selections under this Section shall be confirmed by the court as provided in Section 14-5.  

(Source: P.A. 94-1000, eff. 7-3-06.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/14-3.1A new)  
    Sec. 14-3.1A. Boards of election commissioners in municipalities with a population of more than 

500,000. The board of election commissioners shall, during the month of July of each even-numbered 
year, select for each election precinct within the jurisdiction of the board 5 persons to be judges of election 

who shall possess the qualifications required by this Act for such judges. The selection shall be made by 

a county board of election commissioners in the following manner: the county board of election 
commissioners shall select and approve 3 persons as judges of election in each election precinct from a 

certified list furnished by the ward committeeperson for each ward in the municipality of the first leading 

political party in that precinct; the county board of election commissioners also shall select and approve 2 

persons as judges of election in each election precinct from a certified list furnished by the ward 

committeeperson for each ward in the municipality of the second leading political party in that precinct. 

The selection by a municipal board of election commissioners shall be made in the following manner: for 
each precinct, 3 judges shall be selected from one of the 2 leading political parties and the other 2 judges 

shall be selected from the other leading political party; the parties entitled to 3 and 2 judges, respectively, 

in the several precincts shall be determined as provided in Section 14-4. However, a Board of Election 
Commissioners may appoint three judges of election to serve in lieu of the 5 judges of election otherwise 

required by this Section to serve in any emergency referendum, or in any odd-year regular election or in 

any special primary or special election called for the purpose of filling a vacancy in the office of 
representative in the United States Congress or to nominate candidates for such purpose. 

    If only 3 judges of election serve in each election precinct, no more than 2 persons of the same political 

party shall be judges of election in the same election precinct, and which political party is entitled to 2 
judges of election and which political party is entitled to one judge of election shall be determined as set 

forth in this Section for a county board of election commissioners' selection of 5 election judges in each 

precinct or in Section 14-4 for a municipal board of election commissioners' selection of election judges 
in each precinct, whichever is appropriate. In addition to such precinct judges, the board of election 

commissioners shall appoint special panels of 3 judges each, who shall possess the same qualifications 

and shall be appointed in the same manner and with the same division between political parties as is 
provided for other judges of election. The number of such panels of judges required shall be determined 

by regulation of the State Board of Elections, which shall base the required number of special panels on 

the number of registered voters in the jurisdiction or the number of vote by mail or early ballots voted at 
recent elections or any combination of such factors. A municipal board of election commissioners shall 

make the selections of persons qualified under Section 14-1 from certified lists furnished by the ward 

committeeperson of the respective ward, or the ward committeeperson in a municipality with more than 
500,000 inhabitants, of the 2 leading political parties. Lists furnished by ward committeepersons under 

this Section shall be arranged according to precincts. The ward committeepersons shall, insofar as possible, 

list persons who reside within the precinct in which they are to serve as judges. However, he or she may, 
in his or her sole discretion, submit the names of persons who reside outside the precinct but within the 

county embracing the precinct in which they are to serve. He or she must, however, submit the names of 

at least 2 residents of the precinct for each precinct in which his party is to have 3 judges and must submit 
the name of at least one resident of the precinct for each precinct in which his party is to have 2 judges. 

The board of election commissioners shall no later than March 1 of each even-numbered year notify the 

ward committeepersons of their responsibility to furnish such lists, and each such ward committeeperson 
shall furnish the board of election commissioners with the list for his party on or before May 1 of each 

even-numbered year. The board of election commissioners shall acknowledge in writing to each county 

chairman the names of all persons submitted on such certified list and the total number of persons listed 
thereon. If no such list is furnished or if no names or an insufficient number of names are furnished for 

certain precincts, the board of election commissioners shall make or complete such list from the names 

contained in the supplemental list provided for in Section 14-3.2. Judges of election shall hold their office 
for 2 years from their appointment and until their successors are duly appointed in the manner herein 
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provided. The board of election commissioners shall, subject to the provisions of Section 14-3.2, fill all 
vacancies in the office of judges of election at any time in the manner herein provided.  

    Such selections under this Section shall be confirmed by the court as provided in Section 14-5.  

    (10 ILCS 5/16-5.01) (from Ch. 46, par. 16-5.01)  
    Sec. 16-5.01. (a) The election authority shall, at least 46 days prior to the date of any election at which 

federal officers are elected and 45 days prior to any other regular election, have a sufficient number of 

ballots printed so that such ballots will be available for mailing 45 days prior to the date of the election to 
persons who have filed application for a ballot under the provisions of Article 20 of this Act.  

    (b) If at any election at which federal offices are elected or nominated the election authority is unable 

to comply with the provisions of subsection (a), the election authority shall mail to each such person, in 
lieu of the ballot, a Special Write-in Vote by Mail Absentee Voter's Blank Ballot. The Special Write-in 

Vote by Mail Absentee Voter's Blank Ballot shall be used at all elections at which federal officers are 
elected or nominated and shall be prepared by the election authority in substantially the following form:  

Special Write-in Vote by Mail Absentee Voter's Blank Ballot 

    (To vote for a person, write the title of the office and his or her name on the lines provided. Place to the 
left of and opposite the title of office a square and place a cross (X) in the square.)  

        Title of Office                 Name of Candidate  

(    )                                                                                                                                          

(    )                                                                                                                                          

(    )                                                                                                                                          

(    )                                                                                                                                          
(    )                                                                                                                                          

(    )                                                                                                                                          

    The election authority shall send with the Special Write-in Vote by Mail Absentee Voter's Blank Ballot 
a list of all referenda for which the voter is qualified to vote and all candidates for whom nomination 

papers have been filed and for whom the voter is qualified to vote. The voter shall be entitled to write in 

the name of any candidate seeking election and any referenda for which he or she is entitled to vote.  
    On the back or outside of the ballot, so as to appear when folded, shall be printed the words "Official 

Ballot", the date of the election and a facsimile of the signature of the election authority who has caused 

the ballot to be printed.  
    The provisions of Article 20, insofar as they may be applicable to the Special Write-in Vote by Mail 

Absentee Voter's Blank Ballot, shall be applicable herein.  

    (c) Notwithstanding any provision of this Code or other law to the contrary, the governing body of a 
municipality may adopt, upon submission of a written statement by the municipality's election authority 

attesting to the administrative ability of the election authority to administer an election using a ranked 

ballot to the municipality's governing body, an ordinance requiring, and that municipality's election 
authority shall prepare, a ranked vote by mail absentee ballot for municipal and township office candidates 

to be voted on in the consolidated election. This ranked ballot shall be for use only by a qualified voter 

who either is a member of the United States military or will be outside of the United States on the 
consolidated primary election day and the consolidated election day. The ranked ballot shall contain a list 

of the titles of all municipal and township offices potentially contested at both the consolidated primary 

election and the consolidated election and the candidates for each office and shall permit the elector to 
vote in the consolidated election by indicating his or her order of preference for each candidate for each 

office. To indicate his or her order of preference for each candidate for each office, the voter shall put the 

number one next to the name of the candidate who is the voter's first choice, the number 2 for his or her 
second choice, and so forth so that, in consecutive numerical order, a number indicating the voter's 

preference is written by the voter next to each candidate's name on the ranked ballot. The voter shall not 

be required to indicate his or her preference for more than one candidate on the ranked ballot. The voter 
may not cast a write-in vote using the ranked ballot for the consolidated election. The election authority 

shall, if using the ranked vote by mail absentee ballot authorized by this subsection, also prepare 

instructions for use of the ranked ballot. The ranked ballot for the consolidated election shall be mailed to 
the voter at the same time that the ballot for the consolidated primary election is mailed to the voter and 

the election authority shall accept the completed ranked ballot for the consolidated election when the 

authority accepts the completed ballot for the consolidated primary election.  
    The voter shall also be sent a vote by mail an absentee ballot for the consolidated election for those 

races that are not related to the results of the consolidated primary election as soon as the consolidated 

election ballot is certified.  
    The State Board of Elections shall adopt rules for election authorities for the implementation of this 

subsection, including but not limited to the application for and counting of ranked ballots.  
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(Source: P.A. 96-1004, eff. 1-1-11; 97-81, eff. 7-5-11.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/17-8) (from Ch. 46, par. 17-8)  

    Sec. 17-8. The county clerk shall provide in each polling place, so designated or provided a sufficient 

number of booths, which shall be provided with such supplies and conveniences, including shelves, pens, 
penholders, ink, blotters and pencils, as will enable the voter to prepare his ballot for voting, and in which 

voters may prepare their ballots screened from all observation as to the manner in which they do so. They 

shall be within plain view of election officers, and both they and the ballot boxes shall be within plain 
view of those within the proximity of the voting booths. Each of said booths shall have 3 sides enclosed, 

one side in front, to be closed with a curtain. Each side of each booth shall be 6 feet 4 inches and the 

curtain shall extend within 2 feet of the floor, which shall be closed while the voter is preparing his ballot. 
Each booth shall be at least 32 inches square and shall contain a shelf at least one foot wide, at a convenient 

height for writing. No person other than the election officers and the challengers allowed by law, and those 
admitted for the purpose of voting as herein provided, shall be permitted within the proximity of the voting 

booths, (i) except by authority of the election officers to keep order and enforce the law and (ii) except 

that one or more children under the age of 18 may accompany their parent or guardian into the voting 
booth as long as a request to do so is made to the election officers and, in the sole discretion of the election 

officers, the child or children are not likely to disrupt or interfere with the voting process or influence the 

casting of a vote. The number of such voting booths shall not be less than one to every 75 voters or fraction 

thereof who voted at the last preceding election in the precinct. The expense of providing booths and other 

things required in this Act shall be paid in the same manner as other election expenses.  

    Where electronic voting systems are used, a booth with a self-contained electronic voting device may 
be used. Each such booth shall have 3 sides enclosed and shall be equipped with a curtain for closing the 

front of the booth. The curtain must extend to within 2 feet of the floor. Each side shall be of such a height, 

in no event less than 5 feet, one inch, as to insure the secrecy of the voter. Each booth shall be at least 32 
inches square, provided, however, that where a booth is no more than 23 inches wide and the sides of such 

booth extend from a point below the device to a height of 5 feet, one inch, at the front of the booth, and 

such booth insures that voters may prepare their ballots in secrecy, such booth may be used. If an election 
authority provides each polling place with stickers or emblems to be given to voters indicating that the 

person has voted, no person who has voted shall be denied such sticker or emblem.  

(Source: P.A. 94-288, eff. 1-1-06.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/17-9) (from Ch. 46, par. 17-9)  

    Sec. 17-9. Any person desiring to vote shall give his name and, if required to do so, his residence to the 

judges of election, one of whom shall thereupon announce the same in a loud and distinct tone of voice, 
clear, and audible; the judges of elections shall check each application for ballot against the list of voters 

registered in that precinct to whom grace period, vote by mail absentee, or early ballots have been issued 

for that election, which shall be provided by the election authority and which list shall be available for 
inspection by pollwatchers. A voter applying to vote in the precinct on election day whose name appears 

on the list as having been issued a grace period, vote by mail absentee, or early ballot shall not be permitted 

to vote in the precinct, except that a voter to whom a vote by mail an absentee ballot was issued may vote 
in the precinct if the voter submits to the election judges that vote by mail absentee ballot for cancellation. 

If the voter is unable to submit the vote by mail absentee ballot, it shall be sufficient for the voter to submit 

to the election judges (i) a portion of the vote by mail absentee ballot if the vote by mail absentee ballot 
was torn or mutilated or (ii) an affidavit executed before the election judges specifying that (A) the voter 

never received a vote by mail an absentee ballot or (B) the voter completed and returned a vote by mail an 

absentee ballot and was informed that the election authority did not receive that vote by mail absentee 
ballot. All applicable provisions of Articles 4, 5 or 6 shall be complied with and if such name is found on 

the register of voters by the officer having charge thereof, he shall likewise repeat said name, and the voter 

shall be allowed to enter within the proximity of the voting booths, as above provided. One of the judges 
shall give the voter one, and only one of each ballot to be voted at the election, on the back of which ballots 

such judge shall indorse his initials in such manner that they may be seen when each such ballot is properly 

folded, and the voter's name shall be immediately checked on the register list. In those election jurisdictions 
where perforated ballot cards are utilized of the type on which write-in votes can be cast above the 

perforation, the election authority shall provide a space both above and below the perforation for the 

judge's initials, and the judge shall endorse his or her initials in both spaces. Whenever a proposal for a 
constitutional amendment or for the calling of a constitutional convention is to be voted upon at the 

election, the separate blue ballot or ballots pertaining thereto shall, when being handed to the voter, be 

placed on top of the other ballots to be voted at the election in such manner that the legend appearing on 
the back thereof, as prescribed in Section 16-6 of this Act, shall be plainly visible to the voter. At all 

elections, when a registry may be required, if the name of any person so desiring to vote at such election 
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is not found on the register of voters, he or she shall not receive a ballot until he or she shall have complied 
with the law prescribing the manner and conditions of voting by unregistered voters. If any person desiring 

to vote at any election shall be challenged, he or she shall not receive a ballot until he or she shall have 

established his right to vote in the manner provided hereinafter; and if he or she shall be challenged after 
he has received his ballot, he shall not be permitted to vote until he or she has fully complied with such 

requirements of the law upon being challenged. Besides the election officer, not more than 2 voters in 

excess of the whole number of voting booths provided shall be allowed within the proximity of the voting 
booths at one time. The provisions of this Act, so far as they require the registration of voters as a condition 

to their being allowed to vote shall not apply to persons otherwise entitled to vote, who are, at the time of 

the election, or at any time within 60 days prior to such election have been engaged in the military or naval 
service of the United States, and who appear personally at the polling place on election day and produce 

to the judges of election satisfactory evidence thereof, but such persons, if otherwise qualified to vote, 
shall be permitted to vote at such election without previous registration.  

    All such persons shall also make an affidavit which shall be in substantially the following form:  

State of Illinois,) 
                  ) ss. 

County of ........) 

............... Precinct   .......... Ward  

    I, ...., do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I am a citizen of the United States, of the age of 18 years or 

over, and that within the past 60 days prior to the date of this election at which I am applying to vote, I 

have been engaged in the .... (military or naval) service of the United States; and I am qualified to vote 
under and by virtue of the Constitution and laws of the State of Illinois, and that I am a legally qualified 

voter of this precinct and ward except that I have, because of such service, been unable to register as a 

voter; that I now reside at .... (insert street and number, if any) in this precinct and ward; that I have 
maintained a legal residence in this precinct and ward for 30 days and in this State 30 days next preceding 

this election.  

......................... 
    Subscribed and sworn to before me on (insert date).  

......................... 

Judge of Election. 
  

    The affidavit of any such person shall be supported by the affidavit of a resident and qualified voter of 

any such precinct and ward, which affidavit shall be in substantially the following form:  
State of Illinois,) 

                  ) ss. 

County of ........) 
........... Precinct   ........... Ward  

    I, ...., do solemnly swear (or affirm), that I am a resident of this precinct and ward and entitled to vote 

at this election; that I am acquainted with .... (name of the applicant); that I verily believe him to be an 
actual bona fide resident of this precinct and ward and that I verily believe that he or she has maintained a 

legal residence therein 30 days and in this State 30 days next preceding this election.  

......................... 
    Subscribed and sworn to before me on (insert date).  

......................... 

Judge of Election. 
  

    All affidavits made under the provisions of this Section shall be enclosed in a separate envelope securely 

sealed, and shall be transmitted with the returns of the elections to the county clerk or to the board of 
election commissioners, who shall preserve the said affidavits for the period of 6 months, during which 

period such affidavits shall be deemed public records and shall be freely open to examination as such.  

(Source: P.A. 94-645, eff. 8-22-05; 94-1000, eff. 7-3-06.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/17-18.1) (from Ch. 46, par. 17-18.1)  

    Sec. 17-18.1. Wherever the judicial retention ballot to be used in any general election contains the names 

of more than 15 judges on a separate paper ballot, the County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners 
as the case may be, shall designate special judges of election for the purpose of tallying and canvassing 

the votes cast for and against the propositions for the retention of judges in office in such places and at 

such times as the County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners determine. Special judges of election 
shall be designated from certified lists submitted by the respective chairmen of the county central 

committees of the two leading political parties. In the event that the County Clerk or Board of Election 
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Commissioners as the case may be, decides that the counting of the retention ballots shall be performed in 
the precinct where such ballots are cast, 2 special judges of election shall be designated to tally and canvass 

the vote of each precinct with one being named from each of the 2 leading political parties.  

    In the event that the County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners decides that the judicial retention 
ballots from several precincts shall be tallied and canvassed in a central or common location, then each 

major political party shall be entitled to an equal number of special election judges in each such central or 

common location. The County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners, as the case may be, shall 
inform, no later than 75 days prior to such election, the respective chairmen of the county central 

committees of the location or locations where the counting of retention ballots will be done, the number 

of names to be included on the certified lists, and the number of special election judges to be selected from 
those lists. If the certified list for either party is not submitted within thirty days after the chairmen have 

been so informed, the County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners shall designate special judges of 
election for that party in whatever manner it determines.  

    The County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners shall apply to the Circuit Court for the 

confirmation of the special judges of election designated under this Section. The court shall confirm or 
refuse to confirm such designations as the interest of the public may require. Those confirmed shall be 

officers of the court and subject to its disciplinary powers.  

    The County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners shall, in the exercise of sound discretion, 

prescribe the forms, materials and supplies together with the procedures for completion and return thereof 

for use in such election by special judges of election. The special judges of election designated under this 

Section shall have full responsibility and authority for tallying and canvassing the votes pertaining to the 
retention of judges and the return of ballots and supplies.  

    If the County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners decides that the counting of the retention 

ballots shall be performed in the precinct where such ballots were cast, at least 2 ballot boxes shall be 
provided for paper retention ballots, one of which shall be used from the opening of the polls until 9:00 

a.m. and from 12:00 noon until 3:00 p.m. and the second of which shall be used from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 

noon and from 3:00 p.m. until the closing of the polls; provided that if additional ballot boxes are provided, 
the additional boxes shall be used instead of reusing boxes used earlier. At the close of each such period 

of use, a ballot box used for retention ballots shall be immediately unsealed and opened and the ballots 

therein counted and tallied by the special judges of election. After counting and tallying the retention 
ballots, the special judges of election shall place the counted ballots in a container provided for that purpose 

by the County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners and clearly marked with the appropriate printing 

and shall thereupon seal such container. One such container shall be provided for each of the four time 
periods and clearly designated as the container for the respective period. The tally shall be recorded on 

sheets provided by the County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners and designated as tally sheets 

for the respective time periods. Before a ballot box may be reused, it shall in the presence of all of the 
judges of election be verified to be empty, whereupon it shall be resealed. After the close of the polls, and 

after the tally of votes cast by vote by mail and early absentee voters, the special judges of election shall 

add together the tallies of all the ballot boxes used throughout the day, and complete the canvass of votes 
for retention of judges in the manner established by this Act. All of these procedures shall be carried out 

within the clear view of the other judges of election. The sealed containers of used retention ballots shall 

be returned with other voted ballots to the County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners in the manner 
provided by this Act.  

    The compensation of a special judge of election may not exceed $30 per judge per precinct or district 

canvassed.  
    This Section does not affect any other office or the conduct of any other election held at the same time 

as the election for the retention of judges in office.  

(Source: P.A. 81-850; 81-1149.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/17-19.2) (from Ch. 46, par. 17-19.2)  

    Sec. 17-19.2. Where a vacancy in nomination is filled pursuant to Section 7-61 or Section 10-11, the 

vote by mail and early absentee votes cast for the original candidate on the first ballot shall not be counted. 
For this purpose, in those jurisdictions where electronic voting systems are used, the election authority 

shall determine a method by which the first ballots containing the name of the original candidate may be 

segregated from the revised ballots containing the name of the successor candidate and separately counted.  
    Where a vacancy in nomination is not filled pursuant to Section 7-61 or Section 10-11, all votes cast for 

the original candidate shall be counted for such candidate.  

(Source: P.A. 84-861.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/17-21) (from Ch. 46, par. 17-21)  
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    Sec. 17-21. When the votes shall have been examined and counted, the judges shall set down on a sheet 
or return form to be supplied to them, the name of every person voted for, written or printed at full length, 

the office for which such person received such votes, and the number he did receive and such additional 

information as is necessary to complete, as nearly as circumstances will admit, the following form, to-wit:  
TALLY SHEET AND CERTIFICATE OF 

RESULTS 

    We do hereby certify that at the .... election held in the precinct hereinafter (general or special) specified 
on (insert date), a total of .... voters requested and received ballots and we do further certify:  

    Number of blank ballots delivered to us ....  

    Number of vote by mail absentee ballots delivered to us ....  
    Total number of ballots delivered to us ....  

    Number of blank and spoiled ballots returned.  
    (1) Total number of ballots cast (in box)....  

    .... Defective and Objected To ballots sealed in envelope  

    (2) .... Total number of ballots cast (in box)  
Line (2) equals line (1) 

    We further certify that each of the candidates for representative in the General Assembly received the 

number of votes ascribed to him on the separate tally sheet.  

    We further certify that each candidate received the number of votes set forth opposite his name or in the 

box containing his name on the tally sheet contained in the page or pages immediately following our 

signatures.  
    The undersigned actually served as judges and counted the ballots at the election on the .... day of .... in 

the .... precinct of the (1) *township of ...., or (2) *City of ...., or (3) *.... ward in the city of .... and the 

polls were opened at 6:00 A.M. and closed at 7:00 P.M. Certified by us.  
*Fill in either (1), (2) or (3) 

        A B, ....(Address)  

        C D, ....(Address)  
        E F, ....(Address)  

        G H, ....(Address)  

        I J, ....(Address)  
  

    Each tally sheet shall be in substantially one of the following forms:  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
    Candidate's     

Name of Candidates   Total     

office Names   Vote 5 10 15 20 
----- 

United John Smith   77   11  

States         
Senator         

----- 

----- 
 Names of candidates     

Name of and total vote     

office  for each   5 10 15 20 
----- 

For United John Smith      

States 
Senator 

 Total Vote..................     

----- 
 

(Source: P.A. 98-463, eff. 8-16-13.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/17-23) (from Ch. 46, par. 17-23)  

    Sec. 17-23. Pollwatchers in a general election shall be authorized in the following manner:  
    (1) Each established political party shall be entitled to appoint two pollwatchers per precinct. Such 

pollwatchers must be affiliated with the political party for which they are pollwatching. For all elections, 

the pollwatchers must be registered to vote in Illinois.  
    (2) Each candidate shall be entitled to appoint two pollwatchers per precinct. For all elections, the 

pollwatchers must be registered to vote in Illinois.  
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    (3) Each organization of citizens within the county or political subdivision, which has among its purposes 
or interests the investigation or prosecution of election frauds, and which shall have registered its name 

and address and the name and addresses of its principal officers with the proper election authority at least 

40 days before the election, shall be entitled to appoint one pollwatcher per precinct. For all elections, the 
pollwatcher must be registered to vote in Illinois.  

    (3.5) Each State nonpartisan civic organization within the county or political subdivision shall be entitled 

to appoint one pollwatcher per precinct, provided that no more than 2 pollwatchers appointed by State 
nonpartisan civic organizations shall be present in a precinct polling place at the same time. Each 

organization shall have registered the names and addresses of its principal officers with the proper election 

authority at least 40 days before the election. The pollwatchers must be registered to vote in Illinois. For 
the purpose of this paragraph, a "State nonpartisan civic organization" means any corporation, 

unincorporated association, or organization that: 
        (i) as part of its written articles of incorporation, bylaws, or charter or by separate  

     
written declaration, has among its stated purposes the provision of voter information and education, the 

protection of individual voters' rights, and the promotion of free and equal elections; 
 

        (ii) is organized or primarily conducts its activities within the State of Illinois; and 

        (iii) continuously maintains an office or business location within the State of  

     
Illinois, together with a current listed telephone number (a post office box number without a current 

listed telephone number is not sufficient).  
 

    (4) In any general election held to elect candidates for the offices of a municipality of less than 3,000,000 

population that is situated in 2 or more counties, a pollwatcher who is a resident of Illinois shall be eligible 
to serve as a pollwatcher in any poll located within such municipality, provided that such pollwatcher 

otherwise complies with the respective requirements of subsections (1) through (3) of this Section and is 

a registered voter in Illinois.  
    (5) Each organized group of proponents or opponents of a ballot proposition, which shall have registered 

the name and address of its organization or committee and the name and address of its chairman with the 

proper election authority at least 40 days before the election, shall be entitled to appoint one pollwatcher 
per precinct. The pollwatcher must be registered to vote in Illinois.  

    All pollwatchers shall be required to have proper credentials. Such credentials shall be printed in 

sufficient quantities, shall be issued by and under the facsimile signature(s) of the election authority or the 
State Board of Elections and shall be available for distribution by the election authority and State Board 

of Elections at least 2 weeks prior to the election. Such credentials shall be authorized by the real or 

facsimile signature of the State or local party official or the candidate or the presiding officer of the civic 
organization or the chairman of the proponent or opponent group, as the case may be. Neither the election 

authority nor the State Board of Elections may require any such party official or the candidate or the 

presiding officer of the civic organization or the chairman of the proponent or opponent group to submit 
the names or other information concerning pollwatchers before making credentials available to such 

persons or organizations.  

    Pollwatcher credentials shall be in substantially the following form:  
   

POLLWATCHER CREDENTIALS 

TO THE JUDGES OF ELECTION:  
    In accordance with the provisions of the Election Code, the undersigned hereby appoints .......... (name 

of pollwatcher) who resides at ........... (address) in the county of ..........., .......... (township or municipality) 

of ........... (name), State of Illinois and who is duly registered to vote from this address, to act as a 
pollwatcher in the ........... precinct of the ........... ward (if applicable) of the ........... (township or 

municipality) of ........... at the ........... election to be held on (insert date).  

........................  (Signature of Appointing Authority)  

......................... TITLE  (party official,  candidate, 

                                civic organization president, 

                        proponent or opponent group chairman)  
  

    Under penalties provided by law pursuant to Section 29-10 of the Election Code, the undersigned 

pollwatcher certifies that he or she resides at ................ (address) in the county of ............, ......... (township 
or municipality) of ........... (name), State of Illinois, and is duly registered to vote in Illinois.  

..........................                                                                        .......................  

(Precinct and/or Ward in                                                                       (Signature of Pollwatcher)  
Which Pollwatcher Resides)  
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    Pollwatchers must present their credentials to the Judges of Election upon entering the polling place. 
Pollwatcher credentials properly executed and signed shall be proof of the qualifications of the pollwatcher 

authorized thereby. Such credentials are retained by the Judges and returned to the Election Authority at 

the end of the day of election with the other election materials. Once a pollwatcher has surrendered a valid 
credential, he may leave and reenter the polling place provided that such continuing action does not disrupt 

the conduct of the election. Pollwatchers may be substituted during the course of the day, but established 

political parties, candidates and qualified civic organizations can have only as many pollwatchers at any 
given time as are authorized in this Article. A substitute must present his signed credential to the judges 

of election upon entering the polling place. Election authorities must provide a sufficient number of 

credentials to allow for substitution of pollwatchers. After the polls have closed pollwatchers shall be 
allowed to remain until the canvass of votes is completed; but may leave and reenter only in cases of 

necessity, provided that such action is not so continuous as to disrupt the canvass of votes.  
    Candidates seeking office in a district or municipality encompassing 2 or more counties shall be admitted 

to any and all polling places throughout such district or municipality without regard to the counties in 

which such candidates are registered to vote. Actions of such candidates shall be governed in each polling 
place by the same privileges and limitations that apply to pollwatchers as provided in this Section. Any 

such candidate who engages in an activity in a polling place which could reasonably be construed by a 

majority of the judges of election as campaign activity shall be removed forthwith from such polling place.  

    Candidates seeking office in a district or municipality encompassing 2 or more counties who desire to 

be admitted to polling places on election day in such district or municipality shall be required to have 

proper credentials. Such credentials shall be printed in sufficient quantities, shall be issued by and under 
the facsimile signature of the State Board of Elections or the election authority of the election jurisdiction 

where the polling place in which the candidate seeks admittance is located, and shall be available for 

distribution at least 2 weeks prior to the election. Such credentials shall be signed by the candidate.  
    Candidate credentials shall be in substantially the following form:  

   

CANDIDATE CREDENTIALS 
    TO THE JUDGES OF ELECTION:  

    In accordance with the provisions of the Election Code, I ...... (name of candidate) hereby certify that I 

am a candidate for ....... (name of office) and seek admittance to ....... precinct of the ....... ward (if 
applicable) of the ....... (township or municipality) of ....... at the ....... election to be held on (insert date).  

.........................             .......................  

(Signature of Candidate)              OFFICE FOR WHICH 
                                      CANDIDATE SEEKS 

                                      NOMINATION OR 

                                      ELECTION  
  

    Pollwatchers shall be permitted to observe all proceedings and view all reasonably requested records 

relating to the conduct of the election, provided the secrecy of the ballot is not impinged, and to station 
themselves in a position in the voting room as will enable them to observe the judges making the signature 

comparison between the voter application and the voter registration record card; provided, however, that 

such pollwatchers shall not be permitted to station themselves in such close proximity to the judges of 
election so as to interfere with the orderly conduct of the election and shall not, in any event, be permitted 

to handle election materials. Pollwatchers may challenge for cause the voting qualifications of a person 

offering to vote and may call to the attention of the judges of election any incorrect procedure or apparent 
violations of this Code.  

    If a majority of the judges of election determine that the polling place has become too overcrowded with 

pollwatchers so as to interfere with the orderly conduct of the election, the judges shall, by lot, limit such 
pollwatchers to a reasonable number, except that each established or new political party shall be permitted 

to have at least one pollwatcher present.  

    Representatives of an election authority, with regard to an election under its jurisdiction, the State Board 
of Elections, and law enforcement agencies, including but not limited to a United States Attorney, a State's 

attorney, the Attorney General, and a State, county, or local police department, in the performance of their 

official election duties, shall be permitted at all times to enter and remain in the polling place. Upon 
entering the polling place, such representatives shall display their official credentials or other identification 

to the judges of election.  

    Uniformed police officers assigned to polling place duty shall follow all lawful instructions of the judges 
of election.  
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    The provisions of this Section shall also apply to supervised casting of vote by mail absentee ballots as 
provided in Section 19-12.2 of this Act.  

(Source: P.A. 98-115, eff. 7-29-13.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/17-29) (from Ch. 46, par. 17-29)  
    Sec. 17-29. (a) No judge of election, pollwatcher, or other person shall, at any primary or election, do 

any electioneering or soliciting of votes or engage in any political discussion within any polling place, 

within 100 feet of any polling place, or, at the option of a church or private school, on any of the property 
of that church or private school that is a polling place; no person shall interrupt, hinder or oppose any voter 

while approaching within those areas for the purpose of voting. Judges of election shall enforce the 

provisions of this Section.  
    (b) Election officers shall place 2 or more cones, small United States national flags, or some other 

marker a distance of 100 horizontal feet from each entrance to the room used by voters to engage in voting, 
which shall be known as the polling room. If the polling room is located within a building that is a private 

business, a public or private school, or a church or other organization founded for the purpose of religious 

worship and the distance of 100 horizontal feet ends within the interior of the building, then the markers 
shall be placed outside of the building at each entrance used by voters to enter that building on the grounds 

adjacent to the thoroughfare or walkway. If the polling room is located within a public or private building 

with 2 or more floors and the polling room is located on the ground floor, then the markers shall be placed 

100 horizontal feet from each entrance to the polling room used by voters to engage in voting. If the polling 

room is located in a public or private building with 2 or more floors and the polling room is located on a 

floor above or below the ground floor, then the markers shall be placed a distance of 100 feet from the 
nearest elevator or staircase used by voters on the ground floor to access the floor where the polling room 

is located. The area within where the markers are placed shall be known as a campaign free zone, and 

electioneering is prohibited pursuant to this subsection. Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
Section, a church or private school may choose to apply the campaign free zone to its entire property, and, 

if so, the markers shall be placed near the boundaries on the grounds adjacent to the thoroughfares or 

walkways leading to the entrances used by the voters. If an election authority maintains a website, 72 hours 
before the polls open on election day, the election authority shall post the names and addresses of each 

church or private school that has chosen to apply a campaign free zone to its entire property. If an election 

authority does not maintain a website, it shall make the same information available by request 72 hours 
before the polls open on election day.  

    The area on polling place property beyond the campaign free zone, whether publicly or privately owned, 

is a public forum for the time that the polls are open on an election day. At the request of election officers 
any publicly owned building must be made available for use as a polling place. A person shall have the 

right to congregate and engage in electioneering on any polling place property while the polls are open 

beyond the campaign free zone, including but not limited to, the placement of temporary signs. This 
subsection shall be construed liberally in favor of persons engaging in electioneering on all polling place 

property beyond the campaign free zone for the time that the polls are open on an election day. At or near 

the door of each polling place, the election judges shall place signage indicating the proper entrance to the 
polling place. In addition, the election judges shall ensure that a sign identifying the location of the polling 

place is placed on a nearby public roadway. The State Board of Elections shall establish guidelines for the 

placement of polling place signage.  
    (c) The regulation of electioneering on polling place property on an election day, including but not 

limited to the placement of temporary signs, is an exclusive power and function of the State. A home rule 

unit may not regulate electioneering and any ordinance or local law contrary to subsection (c) is declared 
void. This is a denial and limitation of home rule powers and functions under subsection (h) of Section 6 

of Article VII of the Illinois Constitution.  

(Source: P.A. 95-699, eff. 11-9-07.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/18-5) (from Ch. 46, par. 18-5)  

    Sec. 18-5. Any person desiring to vote and whose name is found upon the register of voters by the 

person having charge thereof, shall then be questioned by one of the judges as to his nativity, his term of 
residence at present address, precinct, State and United States, his age, whether naturalized and if so the 

date of naturalization papers and court from which secured, and he shall be asked to state his residence 

when last previously registered and the date of the election for which he then registered. The judges of 
elections shall check each application for ballot against the list of voters registered in that precinct to whom 

grace period, vote by mail absentee, and early ballots have been issued for that election, which shall be 

provided by the election authority and which list shall be available for inspection by pollwatchers. A voter 
applying to vote in the precinct on election day whose name appears on the list as having been issued a 

grace period, vote by mail absentee, or early ballot shall not be permitted to vote in the precinct, except 
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that a voter to whom a vote by mail an absentee ballot was issued may vote in the precinct if the voter 
submits to the election judges that vote by mail absentee ballot for cancellation. If the voter is unable to 

submit the vote by mail absentee ballot, it shall be sufficient for the voter to submit to the election judges 

(i) a portion of the vote by mail absentee ballot if the vote by mail absentee ballot was torn or mutilated or 
(ii) an affidavit executed before the election judges specifying that (A) the voter never received a vote by 

mail an absentee ballot or (B) the voter completed and returned a vote by mail an absentee ballot and was 

informed that the election authority did not receive that vote by mail absentee ballot. If such person so 
registered shall be challenged as disqualified, the party challenging shall assign his reasons therefor, and 

thereupon one of the judges shall administer to him an oath to answer questions, and if he shall take the 

oath he shall then be questioned by the judge or judges touching such cause of challenge, and touching 
any other cause of disqualification. And he may also be questioned by the person challenging him in regard 

to his qualifications and identity. But if a majority of the judges are of the opinion that he is the person so 
registered and a qualified voter, his vote shall then be received accordingly. But if his vote be rejected by 

such judges, such person may afterward produce and deliver an affidavit to such judges, subscribed and 

sworn to by him before one of the judges, in which it shall be stated how long he has resided in such 
precinct, and state; that he is a citizen of the United States, and is a duly qualified voter in such precinct, 

and that he is the identical person so registered. In addition to such an affidavit, the person so challenged 

shall provide to the judges of election proof of residence by producing 2 forms of identification showing 

the person's current residence address, provided that such identification may include a lease or contract for 

a residence and not more than one piece of mail addressed to the person at his current residence address 

and postmarked not earlier than 30 days prior to the date of the election, or the person shall procure a 
witness personally known to the judges of election, and resident in the precinct (or district), or who shall 

be proved by some legal voter of such precinct or district, known to the judges to be such, who shall take 

the oath following, viz:  
    I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I am a resident of this election precinct (or district), and entitled to 

vote at this election, and that I have been a resident of this State for 30 days last past, and am well 

acquainted with the person whose vote is now offered; that he is an actual and bona fide resident of this 
election precinct (or district), and has resided herein 30 days, and as I verily believe, in this State, 30 days 

next preceding this election.  

    The oath in each case may be administered by one of the judges of election, or by any officer, resident 
in the precinct or district, authorized by law to administer oaths. Also supported by an affidavit by a 

registered voter residing in such precinct, stating his own residence, and that he knows such person; and 

that he does reside at the place mentioned and has resided in such precinct and state for the length of time 
as stated by such person, which shall be subscribed and sworn to in the same way. For purposes of this 

Section, the submission of a photo identification issued by a college or university, accompanied by either 

(i) a copy of the applicant's contract or lease for a residence or (ii) one piece of mail addressed to the 
person at his or her current residence address and postmarked not earlier than 30 days prior to the date of 

the election, shall be sufficient to establish proof of residence. Whereupon the vote of such person shall 

be received, and entered as other votes. But such judges, having charge of such registers, shall state in 
their respective books the facts in such case, and the affidavits, so delivered to the judges, shall be 

preserved and returned to the office of the commissioners of election. Blank affidavits of the character 

aforesaid shall be sent out to the judges of all the precincts, and the judges of election shall furnish the 
same on demand and administer the oaths without criticism. Such oaths, if administered by any other 

officer than such judge of election, shall not be received. Whenever a proposal for a constitutional 

amendment or for the calling of a constitutional convention is to be voted upon at the election, the separate 
blue ballot or ballots pertaining thereto shall be placed on top of the other ballots to be voted at the election 

in such manner that the legend appearing on the back thereof, as prescribed in Section 16-6 of this Act, 

shall be plainly visible to the voter, and in this fashion the ballots shall be handed to the voter by the judge.  
    Immediately after voting, the voter shall be instructed whether the voting equipment, if used, accepted 

or rejected the ballot or identified the ballot as under-voted. A voter whose ballot is identified as under-

voted for a statewide constitutional office may return to the voting booth and complete the voting of that 
ballot. A voter whose ballot is not accepted by the voting equipment may, upon surrendering the ballot, 

request and vote another ballot. The voter's surrendered ballot shall be initialed by the election judge and 

handled as provided in the appropriate Article governing that voting equipment. 
    The voter shall, upon quitting the voting booth, deliver to one of the judges of election all of the ballots, 

properly folded, which he received. The judge of election to whom the voter delivers his ballots shall not 

accept the same unless all of the ballots given to the voter are returned by him. If a voter delivers less than 
all of the ballots given to him, the judge to whom the same are offered shall advise him in a voice clearly 

audible to the other judges of election that the voter must return the remainder of the ballots. The statement 
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of the judge to the voter shall clearly express the fact that the voter is not required to vote such remaining 
ballots but that whether or not he votes them he must fold and deliver them to the judge. In making such 

statement the judge of election shall not indicate by word, gesture or intonation of voice that the unreturned 

ballots shall be voted in any particular manner. No new voter shall be permitted to enter the voting booth 
of a voter who has failed to deliver the total number of ballots received by him until such voter has returned 

to the voting booth pursuant to the judge's request and again quit the booth with all of the ballots required 

to be returned by him. Upon receipt of all such ballots the judges of election shall enter the name of the 
voter, and his number, as above provided in this Section, and the judge to whom the ballots are delivered 

shall immediately put the ballots into the ballot box. If any voter who has failed to deliver all the ballots 

received by him refuses to return to the voting booth after being advised by the judge of election as herein 
provided, the judge shall inform the other judges of such refusal, and thereupon the ballot or ballots 

returned to the judge shall be deposited in the ballot box, the voter shall be permitted to depart from the 
polling place, and a new voter shall be permitted to enter the voting booth.  

    The judge of election who receives the ballot or ballots from the voter shall announce the residence and 

name of such voter in a loud voice. The judge shall put the ballot or ballots received from the voter into 
the ballot box in the presence of the voter and the judges of election, and in plain view of the public. The 

judges having charge of such registers shall then, in a column prepared thereon, in the same line of, the 

name of the voter, mark "Voted" or the letter "V".  

    No judge of election shall accept from any voter less than the full number of ballots received by such 

voter without first advising the voter in the manner above provided of the necessity of returning all of the 

ballots, nor shall any such judge advise such voter in a manner contrary to that which is herein permitted, 
or in any other manner violate the provisions of this Section; provided, that the acceptance by a judge of 

election of less than the full number of ballots delivered to a voter who refuses to return to the voting booth 

after being properly advised by such judge shall not be a violation of this Section.  
(Source: P.A. 95-699, eff. 11-9-07; 96-317, eff. 1-1-10.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/18-9.2) (from Ch. 46, par. 18-9.2)  

    Sec. 18-9.2. Where a vacancy in nomination is filled pursuant to Section 7-61 or Section 10-11, the vote 
by mail and early absentee votes cast for the original candidate on the first ballot shall not be counted. For 

this purpose, in those jurisdictions where electronic voting systems are used, the election authority shall 

determine a method by which the first ballots containing the name of the original candidate may be 
segregated from the revised ballots containing the name of the successor candidate and separately counted.  

    Where a vacancy in nomination is not filled pursuant to Section 7-61 or Section 10-11, all votes cast for 

the original candidate shall be counted for such candidate.  
(Source: P.A. 84-861.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/18A-5)  

    Sec. 18A-5. Provisional voting; general provisions.  
    (a) A person who claims to be a registered voter is entitled to cast a provisional ballot under the following 

circumstances:  

        (1) The person's name does not appear on the official list of eligible voters for the  

     
precinct in which the person seeks to vote. The official list is the centralized statewide voter registration 

list established and maintained in accordance with Section 1A-25; 
 

        (2) The person's voting status has been challenged by an election judge, a pollwatcher,  
     or any legal voter and that challenge has been sustained by a majority of the election judges; 

 

        (3) A federal or State court order extends the time for closing the polls beyond the  

     time period established by State law and the person votes during the extended time period; 
 

        (4) The voter registered to vote by mail and is required by law to present  

     identification when voting either in person or by early voting absentee ballot, but fails to do so;  
 

        (5) The voter's name appears on the list of voters who voted during the early voting  
     period, but the voter claims not to have voted during the early voting period; or  

 

        (6) The voter received a vote by mail an absentee ballot but did not return the vote by mail absentee 

ballot to the election authority;  
     or  

 

        (7) The voter attempted to register to vote on election day, but failed to provide the necessary 

documentation registered to vote during the grace period on the day before election day or on election day 
during the 2014 general election.  

    (b) The procedure for obtaining and casting a provisional ballot at the polling place shall be as follows:  

        (1) After first verifying through an examination of the precinct register that the  

     
person's address is within the precinct boundaries, an election judge at the polling place shall notify a 

person who is entitled to cast a provisional ballot pursuant to subsection (a) that he or she may cast a 
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provisional ballot in that election. An election judge must accept any information provided by a person 
who casts a provisional ballot that the person believes supports his or her claim that he or she is a duly 

registered voter and qualified to vote in the election. However, if the person's residence address is 

outside the precinct boundaries, the election judge shall inform the person of that fact, give the person 
the appropriate telephone number of the election authority in order to locate the polling place assigned 

to serve that address, and instruct the person to go to the proper polling place to vote.  
 

        (2) The person shall execute a written form provided by the election judge that shall  
     state or contain all of the following that is available: 

 

             (i) an affidavit stating the following:  

                State of Illinois, County of ................, Township ............., Precinct  

             

........, Ward ........, I, ......................., do solemnly swear (or affirm) that: I am a citizen of the United 

States; I am 18 years of age or older; I have resided in this State and in this precinct for 30 days 
preceding this election; I have not voted in this election; I am a duly registered voter in every 

respect; and I am eligible to vote in this election. Signature ...... Printed Name of Voter ....... Printed 

Residence Address of Voter ...... City ...... State .... Zip Code ..... Telephone Number ...... Date of 
Birth ....... and Illinois Driver's License Number ....... or Last 4 digits of Social Security Number 

...... or State Identification Card Number issued to you by the Illinois Secretary of State........ 
 

            (ii) A box for the election judge to check one of the 6 reasons why the person was  

         given a provisional ballot under subsection (a) of Section 18A-5. 
 

            (iii) An area for the election judge to affix his or her signature and to set forth  

         
any facts that support or oppose the allegation that the person is not qualified to vote in the precinct 
in which the person is seeking to vote. 

 

        The written affidavit form described in this subsection (b)(2) must be printed on a  

     multi-part form prescribed by the county clerk or board of election commissioners, as the case may be. 
 

        (3) After the person executes the portion of the written affidavit described in  

     
subsection (b)(2)(i) of this Section, the election judge shall complete the portion of the written affidavit 

described in subsection (b)(2)(iii) and (b)(2)(iv). 
 

        (4) The election judge shall give a copy of the completed written affidavit to the  

     

person. The election judge shall place the original written affidavit in a self-adhesive clear plastic 

packing list envelope that must be attached to a separate envelope marked as a "provisional ballot 
envelope". The election judge shall also place any information provided by the person who casts a 

provisional ballot in the clear plastic packing list envelope. Each county clerk or board of election 

commissioners, as the case may be, must design, obtain or procure self-adhesive clear plastic packing 
list envelopes and provisional ballot envelopes that are suitable for implementing this subsection (b)(4) 

of this Section. 
 

        (5) The election judge shall provide the person with a provisional ballot, written  

     

instructions for casting a provisional ballot, and the provisional ballot envelope with the clear plastic 

packing list envelope affixed to it, which contains the person's original written affidavit and, if any, 

information provided by the provisional voter to support his or her claim that he or she is a duly 
registered voter. An election judge must also give the person written information that states that any 

person who casts a provisional ballot shall be able to ascertain, pursuant to guidelines established by the 

State Board of Elections, whether the provisional vote was counted in the official canvass of votes for 
that election and, if the provisional vote was not counted, the reason that the vote was not counted. 

 

        (6) After the person has completed marking his or her provisional ballot, he or she  

     

shall place the marked ballot inside of the provisional ballot envelope, close and seal the envelope, and 
return the envelope to an election judge, who shall then deposit the sealed provisional ballot envelope 

into a securable container separately identified and utilized for containing sealed provisional ballot 

envelopes. Ballots that are provisional because they are cast after 7:00 p.m. by court order shall be kept 
separate from other provisional ballots. Upon the closing of the polls, the securable container shall be 

sealed with filament tape provided for that purpose, which shall be wrapped around the box lengthwise 

and crosswise, at least twice each way, and each of the election judges shall sign the seal. 
 

    (c) Instead of the affidavit form described in subsection (b), the county clerk or board of election 

commissioners, as the case may be, may design and use a multi-part affidavit form that is imprinted upon 

or attached to the provisional ballot envelope described in subsection (b). If a county clerk or board of 
election commissioners elects to design and use its own multi-part affidavit form, then the county clerk or 

board of election commissioners shall establish a mechanism for accepting any information the provisional 

voter has supplied to the election judge to support his or her claim that he or she is a duly registered voter. 
In all other respects, a county clerk or board of election commissioners shall establish procedures 

consistent with subsection (b).  
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    (d) The county clerk or board of election commissioners, as the case may be, shall use the completed 
affidavit form described in subsection (b) to update the person's voter registration information in the State 

voter registration database and voter registration database of the county clerk or board of election 

commissioners, as the case may be. If a person is later determined not to be a registered voter based on 
Section 18A-15 of this Code, then the affidavit shall be processed by the county clerk or board of election 

commissioners, as the case may be, as a voter registration application.  

(Source: P.A. 97-766, eff. 7-6-12; 98-691, eff. 7-1-14.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/18A-15)  

    Sec. 18A-15. Validating and counting provisional ballots.  

    (a) The county clerk or board of election commissioners shall complete the validation and counting of 
provisional ballots within 14 calendar days of the day of the election. The county clerk or board of election 

commissioners shall have 7 calendar days from the completion of the validation and counting of 
provisional ballots to conduct its final canvass. The State Board of Elections shall complete within 31 

calendar days of the election or sooner if all the returns are received, its final canvass of the vote for all 

public offices.  
    (b) If a county clerk or board of election commissioners determines that all of the following apply, then 

a provisional ballot is valid and shall be counted as a vote:  

        (1) the provisional voter cast the provisional ballot in the correct precinct based on  

     

the address provided by the provisional voter unless the provisional voter cast a ballot pursuant to 

paragraph (7) of subsection (a) of Section 18A-5, in which case the provisional ballot must have been 

cast in the correct election jurisdiction based on the address provided. The provisional voter's affidavit 
shall serve as a change of address request by that voter for registration purposes for the next ensuing 

election if it bears an address different from that in the records of the election authority. Votes for federal 

and statewide offices on a provisional ballot cast in the incorrect precinct that meet the other 
requirements of this subsection shall be valid and counted in accordance with rules adopted by the State 

Board of Elections. As used in this item, "federal office" is defined as provided in Section 20-1 and 

"statewide office" means the Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of State, Comptroller, and 
Treasurer. Votes for General Assembly, countywide, citywide, or township office on a provisional ballot 

cast in the incorrect precinct but in the correct legislative district, representative district, county, 

municipality, or township, as the case may be, shall be valid and counted in accordance with rules 
adopted by the State Board of Elections. As used in this item, "citywide office" means an office elected 

by the electors of an entire municipality. As used in this item, "township office" means an office elected 

by the electors of an entire township; 
 

        (2) the affidavit executed by the provisional voter pursuant to subsection (b)(2) of  

     
Section 18A-5 contains, at a minimum, the provisional voter's first and last name, house number and 

street name, and signature or mark; 
 

        (3) except as permitted by item (5) of subsection (b) of this Section, the provisional voter is a registered 

voter based on information available to the  

     county clerk or board of election commissioners provided by or obtained from any of the following: 
 

            i. the provisional voter;  

            ii. an election judge;  

            iii. the statewide voter registration database maintained by the State Board of  
         Elections; 

 

            iv. the records of the county clerk or board of election commissioners' database; or  

            v. the records of the Secretary of State; and 
        (4) for a provisional ballot cast under item (6) of subsection (a) of Section 18A-5, the  

     
voter did not vote by vote by mail absentee ballot in the election at which the provisional ballot was cast 

; or .  
 

        (5) for a provisional ballot cast under item (7) of subsection (a) of Section 18A-5, the voter providers 

the election authority with the required documentation within 7 days of election day.  

    (c) With respect to subsection (b)(3) of this Section, the county clerk or board of election commissioners 
shall investigate and record whether or not the specified information is available from each of the 5 

identified sources. If the information is available from one or more of the identified sources, then the 

county clerk or board of election commissioners shall seek to obtain the information from each of those 
sources until satisfied, with information from at least one of those sources, that the provisional voter is 

registered and entitled to vote. The county clerk or board of election commissioners shall use any 

information it obtains as the basis for determining the voter registration status of the provisional voter. If 
a conflict exists among the information available to the county clerk or board of election commissioners 

as to the registration status of the provisional voter, then the county clerk or board of election 
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commissioners shall make a determination based on the totality of the circumstances. In a case where the 
above information equally supports or opposes the registration status of the voter, the county clerk or board 

of election commissioners shall decide in favor of the provisional voter as being duly registered to vote. If 

the statewide voter registration database maintained by the State Board of Elections indicates that the 
provisional voter is registered to vote, but the county clerk's or board of election commissioners' voter 

registration database indicates that the provisional voter is not registered to vote, then the information 

found in the statewide voter registration database shall control the matter and the provisional voter shall 
be deemed to be registered to vote. If the records of the county clerk or board of election commissioners 

indicates that the provisional voter is registered to vote, but the statewide voter registration database 

maintained by the State Board of Elections indicates that the provisional voter is not registered to vote, 
then the information found in the records of the county clerk or board of election commissioners shall 

control the matter and the provisional voter shall be deemed to be registered to vote. If the provisional 
voter's signature on his or her provisional ballot request varies from the signature on an otherwise valid 

registration application solely because of the substitution of initials for the first or middle name, the 

election authority may not reject the provisional ballot.  
    (d) In validating the registration status of a person casting a provisional ballot, the county clerk or board 

of election commissioners shall not require a provisional voter to complete any form other than the 

affidavit executed by the provisional voter under subsection (b)(2) of Section 18A-5. In addition, the 

county clerk or board of election commissioners shall not require all provisional voters or any particular 

class or group of provisional voters to appear personally before the county clerk or board of election 

commissioners or as a matter of policy require provisional voters to submit additional information to verify 
or otherwise support the information already submitted by the provisional voter. Within 2 calendar days 

after the election, the election authority shall transmit by electronic means pursuant to a process established 

by the State Board of Elections the name, street address, e-mail address, and precinct, ward, township, and 
district numbers, as the case may be, of each person casting a provisional ballot to the State Board of 

Elections, which shall maintain those names and that information in an electronic format on its website, 

arranged by county and accessible to State and local political committees. The provisional voter may, 
within 7 calendar days after the election, submit additional information to the county clerk or board of 

election commissioners. This information must be received by the county clerk or board of election 

commissioners within the 7-calendar-day period.  
    (e) If the county clerk or board of election commissioners determines that subsection (b)(1), (b)(2), or 

(b)(3) does not apply, then the provisional ballot is not valid and may not be counted. The provisional 

ballot envelope containing the ballot cast by the provisional voter may not be opened. The county clerk or 
board of election commissioners shall write on the provisional ballot envelope the following: "Provisional 

ballot determined invalid.".  

    (f) If the county clerk or board of election commissioners determines that a provisional ballot is valid 
under this Section, then the provisional ballot envelope shall be opened. The outside of each provisional 

ballot envelope shall also be marked to identify the precinct and the date of the election.  

    (g) Provisional ballots determined to be valid shall be counted at the election authority's central ballot 
counting location and shall not be counted in precincts. The provisional ballots determined to be valid 

shall be added to the vote totals for the precincts from which they were cast in the order in which the 

ballots were opened. The validation and counting of provisional ballots shall be subject to the provisions 
of this Code that apply to pollwatchers. If the provisional ballots are a ballot of a punch card voting system, 

then the provisional ballot shall be counted in a manner consistent with Article 24A. If the provisional 

ballots are a ballot of optical scan or other type of approved electronic voting system, then the provisional 
ballots shall be counted in a manner consistent with Article 24B.  

    (h) As soon as the ballots have been counted, the election judges or election officials shall, in the 

presence of the county clerk or board of election commissioners, place each of the following items in a 
separate envelope or bag: (1) all provisional ballots, voted or spoiled; (2) all provisional ballot envelopes 

of provisional ballots voted or spoiled; and (3) all executed affidavits of the provisional ballots voted or 

spoiled. All provisional ballot envelopes for provisional voters who have been determined not to be 
registered to vote shall remain sealed. The county clerk or board of election commissioners shall treat the 

provisional ballot envelope containing the written affidavit as a voter registration application for that 

person for the next election and process that application. The election judges or election officials shall then 
securely seal each envelope or bag, initial the envelope or bag, and plainly mark on the outside of the 

envelope or bag in ink the precinct in which the provisional ballots were cast. The election judges or 

election officials shall then place each sealed envelope or bag into a box, secure and seal it in the same 
manner as described in item (6) of subsection (b) of Section 18A-5. Each election judge or election official 

shall take and subscribe an oath before the county clerk or board of election commissioners that the election 
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judge or election official securely kept the ballots and papers in the box, did not permit any person to open 
the box or otherwise touch or tamper with the ballots and papers in the box, and has no knowledge of any 

other person opening the box. For purposes of this Section, the term "election official" means the county 

clerk, a member of the board of election commissioners, as the case may be, and their respective 
employees.  

(Source: P.A. 97-766, eff. 7-6-12; 98-115, eff. 7-29-13; 98-691, eff. 7-1-14.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/18A-218 new)  
    Sec. 18A-218. Interpretation of Article 18A. The Sections of this Article following this Section shall be 

supplemental to all other provisions of this Article and are intended to provide procedural requirements 

for the implementation of the provisions of this Article. In the case of a conflict between the Sections 
following this Section and the Sections preceding this Section, the Sections preceding this Section shall 

prevail. 
    (10 ILCS 5/18A-218.10 new)  

    Sec. 18A-218.10. Definitions relating to provisional ballots. 

    (a) As used in this Article: 
        "Citywide or villagewide office" means an office elected by the electors of an entire municipality. 

        "Correct precinct" means the precinct containing the addresses at which the provisional voter resides 

and at which he or she is registered to vote. 

        "Countywide office" means the offices of Clerk, Sheriff, State's Attorney, Circuit Court Clerk, 

Recorder, Auditor, County Board President, County Board Member or County Commissioner in those 

counties that elect those officers countywide, Coroner, Regional Superintendent of Schools, Sanitary 
District Commissioners or Trustees, Assessor, Board of Review Members in those counties that elect those 

officers countywide, and Treasurer. 

        "Election authority" means either the County Clerk, County Board of Election Commissioners, or 
Municipal Board of Election Commissioners, as the case may be. 

        "Election jurisdiction" means an entire county, in the case of a county in which no city board of 

election commissioners is located or that is under the jurisdiction of a county board of election 
commissioners; the territorial jurisdiction of a city board of election commissioners; and the territory in a 

county outside of the jurisdiction of a city board of election commissioners. Election jurisdictions shall be 

determined according to which election authority maintains the permanent registration records of qualified 
electors. 

        "Incorrect precinct" means the precinct in which the voter cast a provisional ballot, but is not the 

precinct containing the address at which he or she is registered to vote. In order for a provisional ballot to 
be eligible for counting when cast in an incorrect precinct, that precinct must be located within either the 

county or municipality in which the voter is registered. 

        "Leading established political party" means one of the two political parties whose candidates for 
Governor at the most recent 3 gubernatorial elections received either the highest or second highest average 

number of votes. The first leading political party is the party whose candidate for Governor received the 

highest average number of votes in the 3 most recent gubernatorial elections and the second leading 
political party is the party whose candidate for Governor received the second highest average number of 

votes in the 3 most recent gubernatorial elections. 

        "Legislative district" means the district in which an Illinois State Senator is elected to serve the 
residents. 

        "Persons entitled to vote provisionally" or "provisional voter" means a person claiming to be a 

registered voter who is entitled by Section 18A-5 of this Code to vote a provisional ballot under the 
following circumstances:  

            (1) The person's name does not appear on the official list of eligible voters for the precinct in which 

the person seeks to vote. 
            (2) The person's voting status has been successfully challenged by an election judge, a pollwatcher 

or any legal voter. 

            (3) A federal or State court order extends the time for closing the polls beyond the time period 
established by State law and the person votes during the extended time period. 

            (4) The voter registered to vote by mail and is required by law to present identification when voting 

either in person or by vote by mail ballot, but fails to do so. 
            (5) The voter's name appears on the list of voters who voted during the early voting period, but the 

voter claims not to have voted during the early voting period. 

            (6) The voter received a vote by mail ballot but did not return the vote by mail ballot to the election 
authority, and failed to surrender it to the election judges.  
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            (7) The voter attempted to register to vote on election day, but failed to provide the necessary 
documentation.  

        "Representative district" means the district from which an Illinois State Representative is elected to 

serve the residents.  
        "Statewide office" means the Constitutional offices of Governor and Lt. Governor running jointly, 

Secretary of State, Attorney General, Comptroller, and Treasurer. 

        "Township office" means an office elected by the electors of an entire township.  
    (b) Procedures for Voting Provisionally in the Polling Place. 

        (1) If any of the 7 reasons cited in the definition of provisional voter in subsection (a) for casting a 

provisional ballot exists, an election judge must accept any information provided by a person who casts a 
provisional ballot that the person believes supports his or her claim that he or she is a duly registered voter 

and qualified to vote in the election. However, if the person's residence address is outside the precinct 
boundaries, the election judge shall inform the person of that fact, give the person the appropriate telephone 

number of the election authority in order to locate the polling place assigned to serve that address (or 

consult any alternative tools provided by the election authority for determining a voter's correct precinct 
polling place) and instruct the person to go to the proper polling place to vote. 

        (2) Once it has been determined by the election judges that the person is entitled to receive a provisional 

ballot, and the voter has completed the provisional voter affidavit, the voter shall be given a provisional 

ballot and shall proceed to vote that ballot. Upon receipt of the ballot by the election judges, the ballot 

shall be transmitted to the election authority in accordance with subsection (a) of Section 18A-10 of this 

Code. 
        (3) In the event that a provisional ballot is mistakenly cast in a precinct other than the precinct that 

contains the voter's address of registration (if the voter believed he or she registered in the precinct in 

which he or she voted provisionally, and the election judges should have, but did not direct the voter to 
vote in the correct precinct), Section 218.20 shall apply.  

    (10 ILCS 5/18A-218.20 new)  

    Sec. 18A-218.20. Counting procedures for provisional ballots cast in an incorrect precinct within the 
same election authority's jurisdiction. 

    (a) The election authority shall: 

        (1) transmit to the State Board of Elections the provisional voter's identifying information and voting 
jurisdiction within 2 calendar days. Following that, and subject to paragraph (2) below, if the election 

authority having jurisdiction over the provisional voter determines that the voter has cast a provisional 

ballot in an incorrect precinct, the ballot shall still be counted using the procedures established in 
subsection (b) of this Section or Section 18A-218.30 if applicable. Jurisdictions that use election machines 

authorized pursuant to Article 24C of this Code for casting provisional ballots may vary procedures of this 

Section and Section 18A-218.30 as appropriate for the counting of provisional ballots cast on those 
machines. 

        (2) determine whether the voter was entitled to cast a provisional ballot. The voter is entitled to cast 

a provisional ballot if: 
            (A) the affidavit executed by the voter contains, at a minimum, the provisional voter's first and last 

name, house number and street name, and signature or mark; 

            (B) the provisional voter is a registered voter based on information available to the county clerk or 
board of election commissioners provided by or obtained from the provisional voter, an election judge, the 

Statewide voter registration database maintained by the State Board of Elections, the records of the county 

clerk or board of election commissioners' database, or the records of the Secretary of State or the voter is 
attempting to register but lacks the necessary documentation; and 

            (C) the provisional voter did not vote using the vote by mail ballot and did not vote during the 

period for early voting. 
    (b) Once it has been determined by the election authority that the voter was entitled to vote a provisional 

ballot, even though it had been cast in an incorrect precinct, the election authority shall select a team or 

teams of 2 duly commissioned election judges, one from each of the two leading established political 
parties in Illinois to count the votes that are eligible to be cast on the provisional ballot. In those 

jurisdictions that use election officials as defined in subsection (h) of Section 18A-15 of this Code, these 

duties may be performed by those election officials. 
        (1) Votes cast for Statewide offices, the Office of President of the United States (including votes cast 

in the Presidential Preference Primary), and United States Senate shall be counted on all provisional ballots 

cast in the incorrect precinct. 
        (2) Votes cast for Representative in Congress, delegate or alternate delegate to a national nominating 

convention, State Senator, State Representative, or countywide, citywide, villagewide, or township office 
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shall be counted if it is determined by the election judges or officials that the voter would have been entitled 
to vote for one or more of these offices had the voter voted in the precinct in which he or she is registered 

to vote (the correct precinct) and had the voter voted a ballot of the correct ballot style containing all the 

offices and candidates for which the voter was entitled to cast a ballot (the correct ballot style). This 
determination shall be made by comparing a sample ballot of the correct ballot style with the actual 

provisional ballot cast by the voter. If the same office (including the same district number for a 

Congressional, Legislative or Representative district) appears on both the correct ballot style sample ballot 
and the provisional ballot cast by the voter, votes for that office shall be counted. All votes cast for any 

remaining offices (offices for which the voter would not have been entitled to vote had he or she voted in 

the correct precinct) shall not be counted. 
        (3) No votes shall be counted for an office when the voter voted for more candidates than he or she 

was allowed. 
        (4) Once it has been determined which offices are to be counted and the provisional ballot contains 

no other votes, the provisional ballot shall be counted pursuant to the procedures set forth in this subsection 

(b). 
        (5) If a provisional ballot does not contain any valid votes, the provisional ballot shall be marked 

invalid and shall not be counted. 

        (6) Any provisional voting verification system established by an election authority shall inform the 

provisional voter that his or her provisional ballot was partially counted because it was cast in an incorrect 

precinct. 

        (7) If a provisional ballot only contains votes cast for eligible offices, and does not contain any votes 
cast for ineligible offices, the ballot may be tabulated without having to be remade. 

        (8) If a provisional ballot contains both valid votes that must be counted and invalid votes that cannot 

be counted: 
            (A) the election judges, consisting in each case of at least one of each of the 2 leading political 

parties, shall, if the provisional ballot was cast on a paper ballot sheet, proceed to remake the voted ballot 

onto a blank ballot that includes all of the offices for which valid votes were cast, transferring only valid 
votes. The original provisional ballot shall be marked "Original Provisional Ballot" with a serial number 

commencing at "1" and continuing consecutively for ballots of that kind in the precinct. The duplicate 

provisional ballot shall be marked "Duplicate Provisional Ballot" and be given the same serial number as 
the original ballot from which it was duplicated. The duplicate provisional ballot shall then be treated in 

the same manner as other provisional ballots. 

            (B) if the provisional ballot was cast on a direct recording electronic voting device, the election 
judges shall mark the original provisional ballot as a partially counted defective electronic provisional 

ballot because it was cast in the incorrect precinct (or bear some similar notation) and proceed to either: 

                (i) remake the voted ballot by transferring all valid votes to a duplicate paper ballot sheet of the 
correct ballot style, marking the duplicate ballot "Duplicate Electronic Provisional Ballot" and then 

counting the duplicate provisional ballot in the same manner as the other provisional ballots marked on 

paper ballot sheets; or 
                (ii) transfer, or cause to be transferred, all valid votes electronically to the correct precinct, which 

shall be counted and added to the vote totals for the correct precinct, excluding any votes that cannot be 

counted. If this method is used, a permanent paper record must be generated for both the defective 
provisional ballot and the duplicate electronic provisional ballot. 

    (c) For provisional ballots cast at a partisan primary election, the judges shall use a duplicate ballot of 

the correct ballot style for the same political party as the ballot chosen by the voter. 
    (d) At least one qualified pollwatcher for each candidate, political party, and civic organization, as 

authorized by Section 17-23 of this Code, shall be permitted to observe the ballot remaking process.  

    (10 ILCS 5/18A-218.30 new)  
    Sec. 18A-218.30. Counting procedures for provisional ballots cast in an incorrect precinct within a 

different election authority's jurisdiction. 

    (a) The election authority having possession of the provisional ballot shall first notify the election 
authority having jurisdiction over the provisional voter that the voter cast a provisional ballot in its 

jurisdiction and provide whatever information is needed for the election authority to comply with the 

notification requirements set forth in subsection (d) of Section 18A-15 of this Code. For purpose of 
determining which election authority has jurisdiction over the provisional voter, the election authority 

having possession of the provisional ballot shall use the address listed on the provisional ballot affidavit 

that was provided by the voter. If that address is different from the address at which the voter is registered 
the ballot shall be rejected; however, the affidavit shall serve as a request to register at that address. If a 

voter cast a provisional ballot in an incorrect precinct located in the jurisdiction of an election authority 
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other than the election authority having jurisdiction over the voter's correct precinct, but where the precinct 
is located within the same county as the 2 election authorities (e.g., a voter is registered in the City of 

Chicago, but casts a provisional ballot in suburban Cook County), the election authority in whose territory 

the provisional ballot was cast shall, after receipt of the provisional ballot, transmit it, along with the 
provisional voter's affidavit and any other documentation provided to the election judges, to the office of 

the election authority having jurisdiction over the voter's correct precinct. The ballot shall be sealed in a 

secure envelope or other suitable container and transmitted within 8 business days after the election at 
which it was cast. If the locations of the election authorities' offices are such that it is feasible to hand 

deliver the ballot, the ballot shall be sealed in a secure envelope and transmitted in that manner by 2 

election judges (or election officials), one from each of the 2 leading political parties. If the locations of 
the 2 election authorities are such that it is not feasible to hand deliver the ballot, the election authority 

having jurisdiction over the incorrect precinct shall cause the ballot to be sealed in a secure envelope and 
transmitted via express mail within 8 business days after the election at which the ballot was cast, with a 

delivery date no later than the second business day following the mailing date. Upon receipt of the ballot 

by the election authority having jurisdiction over the correct precinct, the election authority shall proceed 
to remake, and count the votes on, the provisional ballot in accordance with the procedures described in 

Section 18A-218.20, including the determination of eligibility to cast a provisional ballot. Any information 

provided to the election authority within the 7 day period provided for in Section 18A-15 of this Code 

shall be sealed in a secure envelope and transmitted to the office of the election authority having 

jurisdiction over the voter's correct precinct, along with the provisional ballot of that voter. 

    (b) Incorrect precinct is located in a different county from the county where the voter is registered, but 
is located in the same municipality or legislative district as the one in which the voter is registered: 

        (1) The election authority having possession of the provisional ballot shall first notify the election 

authority having jurisdiction over the provisional voter that the voter cast a provisional ballot in its 
jurisdiction and provide whatever information is needed for the election authority to comply with the 

notification requirements set forth in subsection (d) of Section 18A-15 of this Code. For purposes of 

determining which election authority has jurisdiction over the provisional voter, the election authority 
having possession of the provisional ballot shall use the address listed on the provisional ballot affidavit 

that was provided by the voter. If that address is different from the address at which the voter is registered, 

the ballot shall be rejected; however, the affidavit shall serve as a request to register at that address. The 
election authority shall then cause the ballot, along with the provisional voter's affidavit and any other 

documentation provided to the election judges, to be transmitted via express mail within 8 business days 

after the election at which the ballot was cast, with a delivery date no later than the second business day 
following the mailing date. Upon receipt of the ballot by the election authority having jurisdiction over the 

correct precinct, that election authority shall proceed to remake and count the votes on the provisional 

ballot in accordance with the procedures described in Section 18A-218.20, including the determination of 
eligibility to cast a provisional ballot. Any information provided to the election authority within the 7 day 

period provided for in Section 18A-15 of this Code shall be transmitted to the office of the election 

authority having jurisdiction over the voter's correct precinct, along with the provisional ballot of that 
voter. 

        (2) If a voter casts a provisional ballot in a precinct outside of the county in which he or she is 

registered and outside of the municipality, representative district, or legislative district in which he or she 
is registered (if applicable), the ballot shall not be counted. It shall, however, be transmitted via the U.S. 

Postal Service to the election authority having jurisdiction over the voter's correct precinct within 14 days 

after the election and shall be kept for 2 months, the same length of time as is required for other voted 
ballots. 

    For purposes of determining which election authority has jurisdiction over the provisional voter, the 

election authority having possession of the provisional ballot shall use the address listed on the provisional 
ballot affidavit that was provided by the voter. If such address is different from the address at which the 

voter is registered, the ballot shall be rejected, however the affidavit shall serve as a request to register at 

such address.  
    (10 ILCS 5/18A-218.40 new)  

    Sec. 18A-218.40. Follow-up procedures for provisional ballots. The original provisional ballot cast by 

the voter shall be stored separately from other ballots voted in the election and shall be preserved in the 
same manner as original ballots that had to be remade for other reasons, such as a damaged ballot or as a 

result of a voter over-voting an office. 

  
    (10 ILCS 5/Art. 19 heading)  

ARTICLE 19. VOTING BY MAIL ABSENT ELECTORS 
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    (10 ILCS 5/19-2) (from Ch. 46, par. 19-2) 
    Sec. 19-2. Any elector as defined in Section 19-1 may by mail or electronically on the website of the 

appropriate election authority, not more than 90 nor less than 5 days prior to the date of such election, or 

by personal delivery not more than 90 nor less than one day prior to the date of such election, make 
application to the county clerk or to the Board of Election Commissioners for an official ballot for the 

voter's precinct to be voted at such election. The URL address at which voters may electronically request 

a vote by mail an absentee ballot shall be fixed no later than 90 calendar days before an election and shall 
not be changed until after the election. Such a ballot shall be delivered to the elector only upon separate 

application by the elector for each election.  

(Source: P.A. 97-81, eff. 7-5-11; 98-115, eff. 7-29-13; 98-691, eff. 7-1-14.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/19-3) (from Ch. 46, par. 19-3) 

    Sec. 19-3. The application for vote by mail absentee ballot shall be substantially in the following form: 
APPLICATION FOR VOTE BY MAIL ABSENTEE BALLOT 

    To be voted at the .... election in the County of .... and State of Illinois, in the .... precinct of the (1) 

*township of .... (2) *City of .... or (3) *.... ward in the City of .... 
    I state that I am a resident of the .... precinct of the (1) *township of .... (2) *City of .... or (3) *.... ward 

in the city of .... residing at .... in such city or town in the county of .... and State of Illinois; that I have 

lived at such address for .... month(s) last past; that I am lawfully entitled to vote in such precinct at the .... 

election to be held therein on ....; and that I wish to vote by vote by mail absentee ballot. 

    I hereby make application for an official ballot or ballots to be voted by me at such election, and I agree 

that I shall return such ballot or ballots to the official issuing the same prior to the closing of the polls on 
the date of the election or, if returned by mail, postmarked no later than midnight preceding election day, 

for counting no later than during the period for counting provisional ballots, the last day of which is the 

14th day following election day. 
    I understand that this application is made for an official vote by mail absentee ballot or ballots to be 

voted by me at the election specified in this application and that I must submit a separate application for 

an official vote by mail absentee ballot or ballots to be voted by me at any subsequent election.  
    Under penalties as provided by law pursuant to Section 29-10 of The Election Code, the undersigned 

certifies that the statements set forth in this application are true and correct. 

.... 
*fill in either (1), (2) or (3). 

Post office address to which ballot is mailed: 

.................................................................................................................................................. 
    However, if application is made for a primary election ballot, such application shall require the applicant 

to designate the name of the political party with which the applicant is affiliated. 

    If application is made electronically, the applicant shall mark the box associated with the above described 
statement included as part of the online application certifying that the statements set forth in this 

application are true and correct, and a signature is not required.  

    Any person may produce, reproduce, distribute, or return to an election authority the application for 
vote by mail absentee ballot. Upon receipt, the appropriate election authority shall accept and promptly 

process any application for vote by mail absentee ballot submitted in a form substantially similar to that 

required by this Section, including any substantially similar production or reproduction generated by the 
applicant.  

(Source: P.A. 97-766, eff. 7-6-12; 98-115, eff. 7-29-13.) 

    (10 ILCS 5/19-4) (from Ch. 46, par. 19-4)  
    Sec. 19-4. Mailing or delivery of ballots; time. Immediately upon the receipt of such application either 

by mail or electronic means, not more than 40 days nor less than 5 days prior to such election, or by 

personal delivery not more than 40 days nor less than one day prior to such election, at the office of such 
election authority, it shall be the duty of such election authority to examine the records to ascertain whether 

or not such applicant is lawfully entitled to vote as requested, including a verification of the applicant's 

signature by comparison with the signature on the official registration record card, and if found so to be 
entitled to vote, to post within one business day thereafter the name, street address, ward and precinct 

number or township and district number, as the case may be, of such applicant given on a list, the pages 

of which are to be numbered consecutively to be kept by such election authority for such purpose in a 
conspicuous, open and public place accessible to the public at the entrance of the office of such election 

authority, and in such a manner that such list may be viewed without necessity of requesting permission 

therefor. Within one day after posting the name and other information of an applicant for a vote by mail 
an absentee ballot, the election authority shall transmit by electronic means pursuant to a process 

established by the State Board of Elections that name and other posted information to the State Board of 
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Elections, which shall maintain those names and other information in an electronic format on its website, 
arranged by county and accessible to State and local political committees. Within 2 business days after 

posting a name and other information on the list within its office, the election authority shall mail, postage 

prepaid, or deliver in person in such office an official ballot or ballots if more than one are to be voted at 
said election. Mail delivery of Temporarily Absent Student ballot applications pursuant to Section 19-12.3 

shall be by nonforwardable mail. However, for the consolidated election, vote by mail absentee ballots for 

certain precincts may be delivered to applicants not less than 25 days before the election if so much time 
is required to have prepared and printed the ballots containing the names of persons nominated for offices 

at the consolidated primary. The election authority shall enclose with each vote by mail absentee ballot or 

application written instructions on how voting assistance shall be provided pursuant to Section 17-14 and 
a document, written and approved by the State Board of Elections, informing the vote by mail voter of the 

required postage for returning the application and ballot, and enumerating the circumstances under which 
a person is authorized to vote by vote by mail absentee ballot pursuant to this Article; such document shall 

also include a statement informing the applicant that if he or she falsifies or is solicited by another to falsify 

his or her eligibility to cast a vote by mail an absentee ballot, such applicant or other is subject to penalties 
pursuant to Section 29-10 and Section 29-20 of the Election Code. Each election authority shall maintain 

a list of the name, street address, ward and precinct, or township and district number, as the case may be, 

of all applicants who have returned vote by mail absentee ballots to such authority, and the name of such 

vote by mail absent voter shall be added to such list within one business day from receipt of such ballot. 

If the vote by mail absentee ballot envelope indicates that the voter was assisted in casting the ballot, the 

name of the person so assisting shall be included on the list. The list, the pages of which are to be numbered 
consecutively, shall be kept by each election authority in a conspicuous, open, and public place accessible 

to the public at the entrance of the office of the election authority and in a manner that the list may be 

viewed without necessity of requesting permission for viewing.  
    Each election authority shall maintain a list for each election of the voters to whom it has issued vote 

by mail absentee ballots. The list shall be maintained for each precinct within the jurisdiction of the 

election authority. Prior to the opening of the polls on election day, the election authority shall deliver to 
the judges of election in each precinct the list of registered voters in that precinct to whom vote by mail 

absentee ballots have been issued by mail.  

    Each election authority shall maintain a list for each election of voters to whom it has issued temporarily 
absent student ballots. The list shall be maintained for each election jurisdiction within which such voters 

temporarily abide. Immediately after the close of the period during which application may be made by 

mail or electronic means for vote by mail absentee ballots, each election authority shall mail to each other 
election authority within the State a certified list of all such voters temporarily abiding within the 

jurisdiction of the other election authority.  

    In the event that the return address of an application for ballot by a physically incapacitated elector is 
that of a facility licensed or certified under the Nursing Home Care Act, the Specialized Mental Health 

Rehabilitation Act of 2013, or the ID/DD Community Care Act, within the jurisdiction of the election 

authority, and the applicant is a registered voter in the precinct in which such facility is located, the ballots 
shall be prepared and transmitted to a responsible judge of election no later than 9 a.m. on the Saturday, 

Sunday or Monday immediately preceding the election as designated by the election authority under 

Section 19-12.2. Such judge shall deliver in person on the designated day the ballot to the applicant on the 
premises of the facility from which application was made. The election authority shall by mail notify the 

applicant in such facility that the ballot will be delivered by a judge of election on the designated day.  

    All applications for vote by mail absentee ballots shall be available at the office of the election authority 
for public inspection upon request from the time of receipt thereof by the election authority until 30 days 

after the election, except during the time such applications are kept in the office of the election authority 

pursuant to Section 19-7, and except during the time such applications are in the possession of the judges 
of election.  

(Source: P.A. 97-38, eff. 6-28-11; 97-227, eff. 1-1-12; 97-813, eff. 7-13-12; 98-104, eff. 7-22-13; 98-115, 

eff. 7-29-13; 98-756, eff. 7-16-14.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/19-5) (from Ch. 46, par. 19-5) 

    Sec. 19-5. It shall be the duty of the election authority to fold the ballot or ballots in the manner specified 

by the statute for folding ballots prior to their deposit in the ballot box, and to enclose such ballot or ballots 
in an envelope unsealed to be furnished by him, which envelope shall bear upon the face thereof the name, 

official title and post office address of the election authority, and upon the other side a printed certification 

in substantially the following form:  
    I state that I am a resident of the .... precinct of the (1) *township of .... (2) *City of .... or (3) *.... ward 

in the city of .... residing at .... in such city or town in the county of .... and State of Illinois, that I have 
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lived at such address for .... months last past; and that I am lawfully entitled to vote in such precinct at the 
.... election to be held on .....  

*fill in either (1), (2) or (3).  

    I further state that I personally marked the enclosed ballot in secret.  
    Under penalties of perjury as provided by law pursuant to Section 29-10 of The Election Code, the 

undersigned certifies that the statements set forth in this certification are true and correct.  

....................... 
    If the ballot is to go to an elector who is physically incapacitated and needs assistance marking the 

ballot, the envelope shall bear upon the back thereof a certification in substantially the following form:  

    I state that I am a resident of the .... precinct of the (1) *township of .... (2) *City of .... or (3) *.... ward 
in the city of .... residing at .... in such city or town in the county of .... and State of Illinois, that I have 

lived at such address for .... months last past; that I am lawfully entitled to vote in such precinct at the .... 
election to be held on ....; that I am physically incapable of personally marking the ballot for such election.  

*fill in either (1), (2) or (3).  

    I further state that I marked the enclosed ballot in secret with the assistance of  
................................. 

(Individual rendering assistance) 

................................. 

(Residence Address) 

    Under penalties of perjury as provided by law pursuant to Section 29-10 of The Election Code, the 

undersigned certifies that the statements set forth in this certification are true and correct.  
....................... 

    In the case of a voter with a physical incapacity, marking a ballot in secret includes marking a ballot 

with the assistance of another individual, other than a candidate whose name appears on the ballot (unless 
the voter is the spouse or a parent, child, brother, or sister of the candidate), the voter's employer, an agent 

of that employer, or an officer or agent of the voter's union, when the voter's physical incapacity 

necessitates such assistance.  
    In the case of a physically incapacitated voter, marking a ballot in secret includes marking a ballot with 

the assistance of another individual, other than a candidate whose name appears on the ballot (unless the 

voter is the spouse or a parent, child, brother, or sister of the candidate), the voter's employer, an agent of 
that employer, or an officer or agent of the voter's union, when the voter's physical incapacity necessitates 

such assistance.  

    Provided, that if the ballot enclosed is to be voted at a primary election, the certification shall designate 
the name of the political party with which the voter is affiliated.  

    In addition to the above, the election authority shall provide printed slips giving full instructions 

regarding the manner of marking and returning the ballot in order that the same may be counted, and shall 
furnish one of such printed slips to each of such applicants at the same time the ballot is delivered to him. 

Such instructions shall include the following statement: "In signing the certification on the vote by mail 

absentee ballot envelope, you are attesting that you personally marked this vote by mail absentee ballot in 
secret. If you are physically unable to mark the ballot, a friend or relative may assist you after completing 

the enclosed affidavit. Federal and State laws prohibit a candidate whose name appears on the ballot 

(unless you are the spouse or a parent, child, brother, or sister of the candidate), your employer, your 
employer's agent or an officer or agent of your union from assisting physically disabled voters."  

    In addition to the above, if a ballot to be provided to an elector pursuant to this Section contains a public 

question described in subsection (b) of Section 28-6 and the territory concerning which the question is to 
be submitted is not described on the ballot due to the space limitations of such ballot, the election authority 

shall provide a printed copy of a notice of the public question, which shall include a description of the 

territory in the manner required by Section 16-7. The notice shall be furnished to the elector at the same 
time the ballot is delivered to the elector.  

(Source: P.A. 95-440, eff. 8-27-07; 96-553, eff. 8-17-09.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/19-6) (from Ch. 46, par. 19-6)  
    Sec. 19-6. Such vote by mail absent voter shall make and subscribe to the certifications provided for in 

the application and on the return envelope for the ballot, and such ballot or ballots shall be folded by such 

voter in the manner required to be folded before depositing the same in the ballot box, and be deposited in 
such envelope and the envelope securely sealed. The voter shall then endorse his certificate upon the back 

of the envelope and the envelope shall be mailed in person by such voter, postage prepaid, to the election 

authority issuing the ballot or, if more convenient, it may be delivered in person, by either the voter or by 
any person authorized by the voter a spouse, parent, child, brother or sister of the voter, or by a company 

licensed as a motor carrier of property by the Illinois Commerce Commission under the Illinois 
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Commercial Transportation Law, which is engaged in the business of making deliveries. It shall be 
unlawful for any person not the voter or a person authorized by the voter , his or her spouse, parent, child, 

brother, or sister, or a representative of a company engaged in the business of making deliveries to the 

election authority to take the ballot and ballot envelope of a voter for deposit into the mail unless the ballot 
has been issued pursuant to application by a physically incapacitated elector under Section 3-3 or a 

hospitalized voter under Section 19-13, in which case any employee or person under the direction of the 

facility in which the elector or voter is located may deposit the ballot and ballot envelope into the mail. If 
an absentee voter gives his ballot and ballot envelope to a spouse, parent, child, brother or sister of the 

voter or to a company which is engaged in the business of making deliveries for delivery to the election 

authority, the voter shall give an authorization form to the person making the delivery. The person making 
the delivery shall present the authorization to the election authority. The authorization shall be in 

substantially the following form:  
    I ............ (absentee voter) authorize ............... to take my ballot to the office of the election authority.  

.......................              ........................ 

         Date                           Signature of voter  
  

.......................              ........................ 

         Hour                                 Address  

  

.......................              ........................ 

         Date                        Signature of Authorized 
                                            Individual  

  

.......................              ........................ 
         Hour                          Relationship (if any)  

(Source: P.A. 89-653, eff. 8-14-96.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/19-7) (from Ch. 46, par. 19-7)  
    Sec. 19-7. (a) Upon receipt of such vote by mail absent voter's ballot, the election authority shall 

forthwith enclose the same unopened, together with the application made by said vote by mail absent voter 

in a large or carrier envelope which shall be securely sealed and endorsed with the name and official title 
of such officer and the words, "This envelope contains a vote by mail an absent voter's ballot and must be 

opened on election day," together with the number and description of the precinct in which said ballot is 

to be voted, and such officer shall thereafter safely keep the same in his office until counted by him as 
provided in the next section.  

    (b) Within one day after receipt of such vote by mail absent voter's ballot, the election authority shall 

transmit, by electronic means pursuant to a process established by the State Board of Elections, the voter's 
name, street address, e-mail address, and precinct, ward, township, and district numbers, as the case may 

be, to the State Board of Elections, which shall maintain those names and that information in an electronic 

format on its website, arranged by county and accessible to State and local political committees.  
(Source: P.A. 98-115, eff. 7-29-13.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/19-8) (from Ch. 46, par. 19-8)  

    Sec. 19-8. Time and place of counting ballots. 
    (a) (Blank.) 

    (b) Each vote by mail absent voter's ballot returned to an election authority, by any means authorized 

by this Article, and received by that election authority before the closing of the polls on election day shall 
be endorsed by the receiving election authority with the day and hour of receipt and may be processed by 

the election authority beginning on the 7th day before election day shall be counted in the central ballot 

counting location of the election authority , but the results of the processing may not be counted until on 
the day of the election after 7:00 p.m., except as provided in subsections (g) and (g-5).  

    (c) Each vote by mail absent voter's ballot that is mailed to an election authority and postmarked by 

7:00 p.m. the midnight preceding the opening of the polls on election day, but that is received by the 
election authority after the polls close on election day and before the close of the period for counting 

provisional ballots cast at that election, shall be endorsed by the receiving authority with the day and hour 

of receipt and shall be counted at the central ballot counting location of the election authority during the 
period for counting provisional ballots. 

    Each vote by mail absent voter's ballot that is mailed to an election authority absent a postmark, but that 

is received by the election authority after the polls close on election day and before the close of the period 
for counting provisional ballots cast at that election, shall be endorsed by the receiving authority with the 

day and hour of receipt, opened to inspect the date inserted on the certification, and, if the certification 
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date is a date preceding the election day and the ballot is otherwise found to be valid under the requirements 
of this Section, counted at the central ballot counting location of the election authority during the period 

for counting provisional ballots. Absent a date on the certification, the ballot shall not be counted.  

    (d) Special write-in vote by mail absentee voter's blank ballots returned to an election authority, by any 
means authorized by this Article, and received by the election authority at any time before the closing of 

the polls on election day shall be endorsed by the receiving election authority with the day and hour of 

receipt and shall be counted at the central ballot counting location of the election authority during the same 
period provided for counting vote by mail absent voters' ballots under subsections (b), (g), and (g-5). 

Special write-in vote by mail absentee voter's blank ballots that are mailed to an election authority and 

postmarked by 7:00 p.m. the midnight preceding the opening of the polls on election day, but that are 
received by the election authority after the polls close on election day and before the closing of the period 

for counting provisional ballots cast at that election, shall be endorsed by the receiving authority with the 
day and hour of receipt and shall be counted at the central ballot counting location of the election authority 

during the same periods provided for counting vote by mail absent voters' ballots under subsection (c). 

    (e) Except as otherwise provided in this Section, vote by mail absent voters' ballots and special write-in 
vote by mail absentee voter's blank ballots received by the election authority after the closing of the polls 

on an election day shall be endorsed by the election authority receiving them with the day and hour of 

receipt and shall be safely kept unopened by the election authority for the period of time required for the 

preservation of ballots used at the election, and shall then, without being opened, be destroyed in like 

manner as the used ballots of that election.  

    (f) Counting required under this Section to begin on election day after the closing of the polls shall 
commence no later than 8:00 p.m. and shall be conducted by a panel or panels of election judges appointed 

in the manner provided by law. The counting shall continue until all vote by mail absent voters' ballots 

and special write-in vote by mail absentee voter's blank ballots required to be counted on election day have 
been counted.  

    (g) The procedures set forth in Articles 17 and 18 of this Code shall apply to all ballots counted under 

this Section. In addition, within 2 days after a vote by mail an absentee ballot, other than an in-person 
absentee ballot, is received, but in all cases before the close of the period for counting provisional ballots, 

the election judge or official shall compare the voter's signature on the certification envelope of that vote 

by mail absentee ballot with the signature of the voter on file in the office of the election authority. If the 
election judge or official determines that the 2 signatures match, and that the vote by mail absentee voter 

is otherwise qualified to cast a vote by mail an absentee ballot, the election authority shall cast and count 

the ballot on election day or the day the ballot is determined to be valid, whichever is later, adding the 
results to the precinct in which the voter is registered. If the election judge or official determines that the 

signatures do not match, or that the vote by mail absentee voter is not qualified to cast a vote by mail an 

absentee ballot, then without opening the certification envelope, the judge or official shall mark across the 
face of the certification envelope the word "Rejected" and shall not cast or count the ballot. 

    In addition to the voter's signatures not matching, a vote by mail an absentee ballot may be rejected by 

the election judge or official: 
        (1) if the ballot envelope is open or has been opened and resealed; 

        (2) if the voter has already cast an early or grace period ballot; 

        (3) if the voter voted in person on election day or the voter is not a duly registered  
     voter in the precinct; or 

 

        (4) on any other basis set forth in this Code. 

    If the election judge or official determines that any of these reasons apply, the judge or official shall 
mark across the face of the certification envelope the word "Rejected" and shall not cast or count the ballot.  

    (g-5) If a vote by mail an absentee ballot, other than an in-person absentee ballot, is rejected by the 

election judge or official for any reason, the election authority shall, within 2 days after the rejection but 
in all cases before the close of the period for counting provisional ballots, notify the vote by mail absentee 

voter that his or her ballot was rejected. The notice shall inform the voter of the reason or reasons the ballot 

was rejected and shall state that the voter may appear before the election authority, on or before the 14th 
day after the election, to show cause as to why the ballot should not be rejected. The voter may present 

evidence to the election authority supporting his or her contention that the ballot should be counted. The 

election authority shall appoint a panel of 3 election judges to review the contested ballot, application, and 
certification envelope, as well as any evidence submitted by the vote by mail absentee voter. No more than 

2 election judges on the reviewing panel shall be of the same political party. The reviewing panel of 

election judges shall make a final determination as to the validity of the contested vote by mail absentee 
ballot. The judges' determination shall not be reviewable either administratively or judicially. 
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    A vote by mail An absentee ballot subject to this subsection that is determined to be valid shall be 
counted before the close of the period for counting provisional ballots.  

    (g-10) All vote by mail absentee ballots determined to be valid shall be added to the vote totals for the 

precincts for which they were cast in the order in which the ballots were opened.  
    (h) Each political party, candidate, and qualified civic organization shall be entitled to have present one 

pollwatcher for each panel of election judges therein assigned.  

(Source: P.A. 94-557, eff. 8-12-05; 94-1000, eff. 7-3-06; 95-699, eff. 11-9-07.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/19-10) (from Ch. 46, par. 19-10)  

    Sec. 19-10. Pollwatchers may be appointed to observe early in-person absentee voting procedures and 

view all reasonably requested records relating to the conduct of the election, provided the secrecy of the 
ballot is not impinged, at the office of the election authority as well as at municipal, township or road 

district clerks' offices where such early absentee voting is conducted. Such pollwatchers shall qualify and 
be appointed in the same manner as provided in Sections 7-34 and 17-23, except each candidate, political 

party or organization of citizens may appoint only one pollwatcher for each location where early in-person 

absentee voting is conducted. Pollwatchers must be registered to vote in Illinois and possess valid 
pollwatcher credentials.  

    In the polling place on election day, pollwatchers shall be permitted to be present during the casting of 

the vote by mail absent voters' ballots and the vote of any vote by mail absent voter may be challenged for 

cause the same as if he were present and voted in person, and the judges of the election or a majority 

thereof shall have power and authority to hear and determine the legality of such ballot; Provided, however, 

that if a challenge to any vote by mail absent voter's right to vote is sustained, notice of the same must be 
given by the judges of election by mail addressed to the voter's place of residence.  

    Where certain vote by mail absent voters' ballots are counted on the day of the election in the office of 

the election authority as provided in Section 19-8 of this Act, each political party, candidate and qualified 
civic organization shall be entitled to have present one pollwatcher for each panel of election judges therein 

assigned. Such pollwatchers shall be subject to the same provisions as are provided for pollwatchers in 

Sections 7-34 and 17-23 of this Code, and shall be permitted to observe the election judges making the 
signature comparison between that which is on the ballot envelope and that which is on the permanent 

voter registration record card taken from the master file.  

(Source: P.A. 93-574, eff. 8-21-03; 94-645, eff. 8-22-05.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/19-12.1) (from Ch. 46, par. 19-12.1)  

    Sec. 19-12.1. Any qualified elector who has secured an Illinois Person with a Disability Identification 

Card in accordance with the Illinois Identification Card Act, indicating that the person named thereon has 
a Class 1A or Class 2 disability or any qualified voter who has a permanent physical incapacity of such a 

nature as to make it improbable that he will be able to be present at the polls at any future election, or any 

voter who is a resident of (i) a federally operated veterans' home, hospital, or facility located in Illinois or 
(ii) a facility licensed or certified pursuant to the Nursing Home Care Act, the Specialized Mental Health 

Rehabilitation Act of 2013, or the ID/DD Community Care Act and has a condition or disability of such a 

nature as to make it improbable that he will be able to be present at the polls at any future election, may 
secure a disabled voter's or nursing home resident's identification card, which will enable him to vote under 

this Article as a physically incapacitated or nursing home voter. For the purposes of this Section, "federally 

operated veterans' home, hospital, or facility" means the long-term care facilities at the Jesse Brown VA 
Medical Center, Illiana Health Care System, Edward Hines, Jr. VA Hospital, Marion VA Medical Center, 

and Captain James A. Lovell Federal Health Care Center.  

    Application for a disabled voter's or nursing home resident's identification card shall be made either: (a) 
in writing, with voter's sworn affidavit, to the county clerk or board of election commissioners, as the case 

may be, and shall be accompanied by the affidavit of the attending physician specifically describing the 

nature of the physical incapacity or the fact that the voter is a nursing home resident and is physically 
unable to be present at the polls on election days; or (b) by presenting, in writing or otherwise, to the 

county clerk or board of election commissioners, as the case may be, proof that the applicant has secured 

an Illinois Person with a Disability Identification Card indicating that the person named thereon has a 
Class 1A or Class 2 disability. Upon the receipt of either the sworn-to application and the physician's 

affidavit or proof that the applicant has secured an Illinois Person with a Disability Identification Card 

indicating that the person named thereon has a Class 1A or Class 2 disability, the county clerk or board of 
election commissioners shall issue a disabled voter's or nursing home resident's identification card. Such 

identification cards shall be issued for a period of 5 years, upon the expiration of which time the voter may 

secure a new card by making application in the same manner as is prescribed for the issuance of an original 
card, accompanied by a new affidavit of the attending physician. The date of expiration of such five-year 

period shall be made known to any interested person by the election authority upon the request of such 



65 

 

[December 3, 2014] 

person. Applications for the renewal of the identification cards shall be mailed to the voters holding such 
cards not less than 3 months prior to the date of expiration of the cards.  

    Each disabled voter's or nursing home resident's identification card shall bear an identification number, 

which shall be clearly noted on the voter's original and duplicate registration record cards. In the event the 
holder becomes physically capable of resuming normal voting, he must surrender his disabled voter's or 

nursing home resident's identification card to the county clerk or board of election commissioners before 

the next election.  
    The holder of a disabled voter's or nursing home resident's identification card may make application by 

mail for an official ballot within the time prescribed by Section 19-2. Such application shall contain the 

same information as is included in the form of application for ballot by a physically incapacitated elector 
prescribed in Section 19-3 except that it shall also include the applicant's disabled voter's identification 

card number and except that it need not be sworn to. If an examination of the records discloses that the 
applicant is lawfully entitled to vote, he shall be mailed a ballot as provided in Section 19-4. The ballot 

envelope shall be the same as that prescribed in Section 19-5 for physically disabled voters, and the manner 

of voting and returning the ballot shall be the same as that provided in this Article for other vote by mail 
absentee ballots, except that a statement to be subscribed to by the voter but which need not be sworn to 

shall be placed on the ballot envelope in lieu of the affidavit prescribed by Section 19-5.  

    Any person who knowingly subscribes to a false statement in connection with voting under this Section 

shall be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor.  

    For the purposes of this Section, "nursing home resident" includes a resident of (i) a federally operated 

veterans' home, hospital, or facility located in Illinois or (ii) a facility licensed under the ID/DD 
Community Care Act or the Specialized Mental Health Rehabilitation Act of 2013. For the purposes of 

this Section, "federally operated veterans' home, hospital, or facility" means the long-term care facilities 

at the Jesse Brown VA Medical Center, Illiana Health Care System, Edward Hines, Jr. VA Hospital, 
Marion VA Medical Center, and Captain James A. Lovell Federal Health Care Center.  

(Source: P.A. 97-38, eff. 6-28-11; 97-227, eff. 1-1-12; 97-275, eff. 1-1-12; 97-813, eff. 7-13-12; 97-1064, 

eff. 1-1-13; 98-104, eff. 7-22-13.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/19-12.2) (from Ch. 46, par. 19-12.2)  

    Sec. 19-12.2. Voting by physically incapacitated electors who have made proper application to the 

election authority not later than 5 days before the regular primary and general election of 1980 and before 
each election thereafter shall be conducted on the premises of (i) federally operated veterans' homes, 

hospitals, and facilities located in Illinois or (ii) facilities licensed or certified pursuant to the Nursing 

Home Care Act, the Specialized Mental Health Rehabilitation Act of 2013, or the ID/DD Community Care 
Act for the sole benefit of residents of such homes, hospitals, and facilities. For the purposes of this 

Section, "federally operated veterans' home, hospital, or facility" means the long-term care facilities at the 

Jesse Brown VA Medical Center, Illiana Health Care System, Edward Hines, Jr. VA Hospital, Marion VA 
Medical Center, and Captain James A. Lovell Federal Health Care Center. Such voting shall be conducted 

during any continuous period sufficient to allow all applicants to cast their ballots between the hours of 9 

a.m. and 7 p.m. either on the Friday, Saturday, Sunday or Monday immediately preceding the regular 
election. This vote by mail absentee voting on one of said days designated by the election authority shall 

be supervised by two election judges who must be selected by the election authority in the following order 

of priority: (1) from the panel of judges appointed for the precinct in which such home, hospital, or facility 
is located, or from a panel of judges appointed for any other precinct within the jurisdiction of the election 

authority in the same ward or township, as the case may be, in which the home, hospital, or facility is 

located or, only in the case where a judge or judges from the precinct, township or ward are unavailable 
to serve, (3) from a panel of judges appointed for any other precinct within the jurisdiction of the election 

authority. The two judges shall be from different political parties. Not less than 30 days before each regular 

election, the election authority shall have arranged with the chief administrative officer of each home, 
hospital, or facility in his or its election jurisdiction a mutually convenient time period on the Friday, 

Saturday, Sunday or Monday immediately preceding the election for such voting on the premises of the 

home, hospital, or facility and shall post in a prominent place in his or its office a notice of the agreed day 
and time period for conducting such voting at each home, hospital, or facility; provided that the election 

authority shall not later than noon on the Thursday before the election also post the names and addresses 

of those homes, hospitals, and facilities from which no applications were received and in which no 
supervised vote by mail absentee voting will be conducted. All provisions of this Code applicable to 

pollwatchers shall be applicable herein. To the maximum extent feasible, voting booths or screens shall 

be provided to insure the privacy of the voter. Voting procedures shall be as described in Article 17 of this 
Code, except that ballots shall be treated as vote by mail absentee ballots and shall not be counted until 

the close of the polls on the following day. After the last voter has concluded voting, the judges shall seal 
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the ballots in an envelope and affix their signatures across the flap of the envelope. Immediately thereafter, 
the judges shall bring the sealed envelope to the office of the election authority who shall deliver such 

ballots to the election authority's central ballot counting location prior to the closing of the polls on the 

day of election. The judges of election shall also report to the election authority the name of any applicant 
in the home, hospital, or facility who, due to unforeseen circumstance or condition or because of a religious 

holiday, was unable to vote. In this event, the election authority may appoint a qualified person from his 

or its staff to deliver the ballot to such applicant on the day of election. This staff person shall follow the 
same procedures prescribed for judges conducting vote by mail absentee voting in such homes, hospitals, 

or facilities and shall return the ballot to the central ballot counting location before the polls close. 

However, if the home, hospital, or facility from which the application was made is also used as a regular 
precinct polling place for that voter, voting procedures heretofore prescribed may be implemented by 2 of 

the election judges of opposite party affiliation assigned to that polling place during the hours of voting 
on the day of the election. Judges of election shall be compensated not less than $25.00 for conducting 

vote by mail absentee voting in such homes, hospitals, or facilities.  

    Not less than 120 days before each regular election, the Department of Public Health shall certify to the 
State Board of Elections a list of the facilities licensed or certified pursuant to the Nursing Home Care 

Act, the Specialized Mental Health Rehabilitation Act of 2013, or the ID/DD Community Care Act. The 

lists shall indicate the approved bed capacity and the name of the chief administrative officer of each such 

home, hospital, or facility, and the State Board of Elections shall certify the same to the appropriate 

election authority within 20 days thereafter.  

(Source: P.A. 97-38, eff. 6-28-11; 97-227, eff. 1-1-12; 97-275, eff. 1-1-12; 97-813, eff. 7-13-12; 98-104, 
eff. 7-22-13.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/19-13) (from Ch. 46, par. 19-13)  

    Sec. 19-13. Any qualified voter who has been admitted to a hospital, nursing home, or rehabilitation 
center due to an illness or physical injury not more than 14 days before an election shall be entitled to 

personal delivery of a vote by mail an absentee ballot in the hospital, nursing home, or rehabilitation center 

subject to the following conditions:  
    (1) The voter completes the Application for Physically Incapacitated Elector as provided in Section 19-

3, stating as reasons therein that he is a patient in ............... (name of hospital/home/center), ............... 

located at, ............... (address of hospital/home/center), ............... (county, city/village), was admitted for 
............... (nature of illness or physical injury), on ............... (date of admission), and does not expect to be 

released from the hospital/home/center on or before the day of election or, if released, is expected to be 

homebound on the day of the election and unable to travel to the polling place.  
    (2) The voter's physician completes a Certificate of Attending Physician in a form substantially as 

follows:  

CERTIFICATE OF ATTENDING PHYSICIAN 
    I state that I am a physician, duly licensed to practice in the State of .........; that .......... is a patient in 

.......... (name of hospital/home/center), located at ............. (address of hospital/home/center), ................. 

(county, city/village); that such individual was admitted for ............. (nature of illness or physical injury), 
on ............ (date of admission); and that I have examined such individual in the State in which I am licensed 

to practice medicine and do not expect such individual to be released from the hospital/home/center on or 

before the day of election or, if released, to be able to travel to the polling place on election day.  
    Under penalties as provided by law pursuant to Section 29-10 of The Election Code, the undersigned 

certifies that the statements set forth in this certification are true and correct.  

(Signature) ............... 
(Date licensed) ............ 

    (3) Any person who is registered to vote in the same precinct as the admitted voter or any legal relative 

of the admitted voter may present such voter's vote by mail absentee ballot application, completed as 
prescribed in paragraph 1, accompanied by the physician's certificate, completed as prescribed in 

paragraph 2, to the election authority. Such precinct voter or relative shall execute and sign an affidavit 

furnished by the election authority attesting that he is a registered voter in the same precinct as the admitted 
voter or that he is a legal relative of the admitted voter and stating the nature of the relationship. Such 

precinct voter or relative shall further attest that he has been authorized by the admitted voter to obtain his 

or her vote by mail absentee ballot from the election authority and deliver such ballot to him in the hospital, 
home, or center.  

    Upon receipt of the admitted voter's application, physician's certificate, and the affidavit of the precinct 

voter or the relative, the election authority shall examine the registration records to determine if the 
applicant is qualified to vote and, if found to be qualified, shall provide the precinct voter or the relative 

the vote by mail absentee ballot for delivery to the applicant.  
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    Upon receipt of the vote by mail absentee ballot, the admitted voter shall mark the ballot in secret and 
subscribe to the certifications on the vote by mail absentee ballot return envelope. After depositing the 

ballot in the return envelope and securely sealing the envelope, such voter shall give the envelope to the 

precinct voter or the relative who shall deliver it to the election authority in sufficient time for the ballot 
to be delivered by the election authority to the election authority's central ballot counting location before 

7 p.m. on election day.  

    Upon receipt of the admitted voter's vote by mail absentee ballot, the ballot shall be counted in the 
manner prescribed in this Article.  

(Source: P.A. 94-18, eff. 6-14-05; 94-1000, eff. 7-3-06; 95-878, eff. 1-1-09.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/19-15)  
    Sec. 19-15. Precinct tabulation optical scan technology voting equipment. If the election authority has 

adopted the use of Precinct Tabulation Optical Scan Technology voting equipment pursuant to Article 24B 
of this Code, and the provisions of the Article are in conflict with the provisions of this Article 19, the 

provisions of Article 24B shall govern the procedures followed by the election authority, its judges of 

elections, and all employees and agents, provided that vote by mail absentee ballots are counted at the 
election authority's central ballot counting location. In following the provisions of Article 24B, the election 

authority is authorized to develop and implement procedures to fully utilize Precinct Tabulation Optical 

Scan Technology voting equipment, at the central ballot counting location, authorized by the State Board 

of Elections as long as the procedure is not in conflict with either Article 24B or the administrative rules 

of the State Board of Elections.  

(Source: P.A. 94-1000, eff. 7-3-06.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/19-20)  

    Sec. 19-20. Report on vote by mail absentee ballots. This Section applies to vote by mail absentee ballots 

other than in-person absentee ballots. 
    On or before the 21st day after an election, each election authority shall transmit to the State Board of 

Elections the following information with respect to that election: 

        (1) The number, by precinct, of vote by mail absentee ballots requested, provided, and counted. 
        (2) The number of rejected vote by mail absentee ballots. 

        (3) The number of voters seeking review of rejected vote by mail absentee ballots pursuant to 

subsection  
     (g-5) of Section 19-8. 

 

        (4) The number of vote by mail absentee ballots counted following review pursuant to subsection (g-

5) of  
     Section 19-8. 

 

On or before the 28th day after an election, the State Board of Elections shall compile the information 

received under this Section with respect to that election and make that information available to the public.  
(Source: P.A. 94-1000, eff. 7-3-06.) 

    (10 ILCS 5/19A-10)  

    Sec. 19A-10. Permanent polling places for early voting.  
    (a) An election authority may establish permanent polling places for early voting by personal appearance 

at locations throughout the election authority's jurisdiction, including but not limited to a municipal clerk's 

office, a township clerk's office, a road district clerk's office, or a county or local public agency office. 
Except as otherwise provided in subsection (b), any person entitled to vote early by personal appearance 

may do so at any polling place established for early voting.  

    (b) If it is impractical for the election authority to provide at each polling place for early voting a ballot 
in every form required in the election authority's jurisdiction, the election authority may:  

        (1) provide appropriate forms of ballots to the office of the municipal clerk in a  

     
municipality not having a board of election commissioners; the township clerk; or in counties not under 
township organization, the road district clerk; and 

 

        (2) limit voting at that polling place to registered voters in that municipality, ward  

     or group of wards, township, or road district.  
 

    If the early voting polling place does not have the correct ballot form for a person seeking to vote early, 

the election judge or election official conducting early voting at that polling place shall inform the person 

of that fact, give the person the appropriate telephone number of the election authority in order to locate 
an early voting polling place with the correct ballot form for use in that person's assigned precinct, and 

instruct the person to go to the proper early voting polling place to vote early.  

    (c) During each general primary and general election, each election authority in a county with a 
population over 250,000 shall establish at least one permanent polling place for early voting by personal 

appearance at a location within each of the 3 largest municipalities within its jurisdiction. If any of the 3 
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largest municipalities is over 80,000, the election authority shall establish at least 2 permanent polling 
places within the municipality. All population figures shall be determined by the federal census.  

    (d) During each general primary and general election, each board of election commissioners established 

under Article 6 of this Code in any city, village, or incorporated town with a population over 100,000 shall 
establish at least 2 permanent polling places for early voting by personal appearance. All population figures 

shall be determined by the federal census. 

    (e) During each general primary and general election, each election authority in a county with a 
population of over 100,000 but under 250,000 persons shall establish at least one permanent polling place 

for early voting by personal appearance. The location for early voting may be the election authority's main 

office or another location designated by the election authority. The election authority may designate 
additional sites for early voting by personal appearance. All population figures shall be determined by the 

federal census.  
    (f) No permanent polling place required by this Section shall be located within 1,500 feet from another 

permanent polling place required by this Section.  

(Source: P.A. 98-691, eff. 7-1-14.) 
    (10 ILCS 5/19A-15)  

    Sec. 19A-15. Period for early voting; hours.  

    (a) The period for early voting by personal appearance begins the 40th 15th day preceding a general 

primary, consolidated primary, consolidated, or general election and extends through the end of the 3rd 

day before election day, except that for the 2014 general election the period for early voting by personal 

appearance shall extend through the 2nd day before election day.  
    (b) Except as otherwise provided by this Section, a permanent polling place for early voting must remain 

open beginning the 15th day before an election through the end of the day before election day during the 

hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., or 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., on weekdays, except that beginning 8 days 
before election day, a permanent polling place for early voting must remain open during the hours of 8:30 

a.m. to 7:00 p.m., or 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., and 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Saturdays and holidays, and 

10:00 a.m. to 4 p.m. 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Sundays; except that, in addition to the hours required by 
this subsection, a permanent early voting polling place designated by an election authority under 

subsections subsection (c) , (d), and (e) of Section 19A-10 must remain open for a total of at least 8 hours 

on any holiday during the early voting period and a total of at least 14 hours on the final weekend during 
the early voting period. For the 2014 general election, a permanent polling place for early voting must 

remain open during the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. or 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on weekdays, except that 

beginning 8 days before election day, a permanent polling place for early voting must remain open during 
the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., or 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.. For the 2014 general election, a permanent 

polling place for early voting shall remain open during the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Saturdays 

and 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Sundays; except that, in addition to the hours required by this subsection 
(b), a permanent early voting place designated by an election authority under subsection (c) of Section 

19A-10 must remain open for a total of at least 14 hours on the final weekend during the early voting 

period.  
    (c) Notwithstanding subsections (a) and (b), an election authority may close an early voting polling 

place if the building in which the polling place is located has been closed by the State or unit of local 

government in response to a severe weather emergency or other force majeure. In the event of a closure, 
the election authority shall conduct early voting on the 2nd day before election day from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 

p.m. or 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The election authority shall notify the State Board of Elections of any closure 

and shall make reasonable efforts to provide notice to the public of an alternative location for early voting 
the extended early voting period.  

    (d) Notwithstanding subsections (a) and (b), in 2013 only, an election authority may close an early 

voting place on Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and Easter Sunday, provided that the early voting place 
remains open 2 hours later on April 3, 4, and 5 of 2013. The election authority shall notify the State Board 

of Elections of any closure and shall provide notice to the public of the closure and the extended hours 

during the final week.  
(Source: P.A. 97-81, eff. 7-5-11; 97-766, eff. 7-6-12; 98-4, eff. 3-12-13; 98-115, eff. 7-29-13; 98-691, eff. 

7-1-14.) 

    (10 ILCS 5/19A-25)  
    Sec. 19A-25. Schedule of locations and times for early voting.  

    (a) The election authority shall publish during the week before the period for early voting and at least 

once each week during the period for early voting in a newspaper of general circulation in the election 
authority's jurisdiction a schedule stating:  

        (1) the location of each permanent and temporary polling place for early voting and the  
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     precincts served by each location; and 
 

        (2) the dates and hours that early voting will be conducted at each location.  

    (b) The election authority shall post a copy of the schedule at any office or other location that is to be 

used as a polling place for early voting. The schedule must be posted continuously for a period beginning 
not later than the 5th day before the first day of the period for early voting by personal appearance and 

ending on the last day of that period.  

    (c) The election authority must make copies of the schedule available to the public in reasonable 
quantities without charge during the period of posting.  

    (d) If the election authority maintains a website, it shall make the schedule available on its website.  

    (e) No additional polling places for early voting may be established after the schedule is published under 
this Section.  

    (f) At least 10 business days before the period for early voting begins, each election authority shall 
provide the State Board of Elections with a list of all early voting sites and the hours each site will be open.  

(Source: P.A. 94-645, eff. 8-22-05.) 

    (10 ILCS 5/19A-35)  
    Sec. 19A-35. Procedure for voting.  

    (a) Not more than 23 days before the start of the election, the county clerk shall make available to the 

election official conducting early voting by personal appearance a sufficient number of early ballots, 

envelopes, and printed voting instruction slips for the use of early voters. The election official shall receipt 

for all ballots received and shall return unused or spoiled ballots at the close of the early voting period to 

the county clerk and must strictly account for all ballots received. The ballots delivered to the election 
official must include early ballots for each precinct in the election authority's jurisdiction and must include 

separate ballots for each political subdivision conducting an election of officers or a referendum at that 

election.  
    (b) In conducting early voting under this Article, the election judge or official is required to verify the 

signature of the early voter by comparison with the signature on the official registration card, and the judge 

or official must verify (i) (i) the identity of the applicant, (ii) that the applicant is a registered voter, (ii) 
(iii) the precinct in which the applicant is registered, and (iii) (iv) the proper ballots of the political 

subdivision in which the applicant resides and is entitled to vote before providing an early ballot to the 

applicant. Except for during the 2014 general election, the applicant's identity must be verified by the 
applicant's presentation of an Illinois driver's license, a non-driver identification card issued by the Illinois 

Secretary of State, a photo identification card issued by a university or college, or another government-

issued identification document containing the applicant's photograph. The election judge or official must 
verify the applicant's registration from the most recent poll list provided by the election authority, and if 

the applicant is not listed on that poll list, by telephoning the office of the election authority.  

    (b-5) A person requesting an early voting ballot to whom a vote by mail an absentee ballot was issued 
may vote early if the person submits that vote by mail absentee ballot to the judges of election or official 

conducting early voting for cancellation. If the voter is unable to submit the vote by mail absentee ballot, 

it shall be sufficient for the voter to submit to the judges or official (i) a portion of the vote by mail absentee 
ballot if the vote by mail absentee ballot was torn or mutilated or (ii) an affidavit executed before the 

judges or official specifying that (A) the voter never received a vote by mail an absentee ballot or (B) the 

voter completed and returned a vote by mail an absentee ballot and was informed that the election authority 
did not receive that vote by mail absentee ballot. 

    (b-10) Within one day after a voter casts an early voting ballot, the election authority shall transmit the 

voter's name, street address, and precinct, ward, township, and district numbers, as the case may be, to the 
State Board of Elections, which shall maintain those names and that information in an electronic format 

on its website, arranged by county and accessible to State and local political committees. 

    (b-15) Immediately after voting an early ballot, the voter shall be instructed whether the voting 
equipment accepted or rejected the ballot or identified that ballot as under-voted for a statewide 

constitutional office. A voter whose ballot is identified as under-voted may return to the voting booth and 

complete the voting of that ballot. A voter whose early voting ballot is not accepted by the voting 
equipment may, upon surrendering the ballot, request and vote another early voting ballot. The voter's 

surrendered ballot shall be initialed by the election judge or official conducting the early voting and 

handled as provided in the appropriate Article governing the voting equipment used.  
    (c) The sealed early ballots in their carrier envelope shall be delivered by the election authority to the 

central ballot counting location before the close of the polls on the day of the election.  

(Source: P.A. 98-691, eff. 7-1-14.) 
    (10 ILCS 5/19A-75)  
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    Sec. 19A-75. Early voting in jurisdictions using Direct Recording Electronic Voting Systems under 
Article 24C. Election authorities that have adopted for use Direct Recording Electronic Voting Systems 

under Article 24C may either use those voting systems to conduct early voting or, so long as at least one 

Direct Recording Electronic Voting System device is available at each early voting polling place, use 
whatever method the election authority uses for vote by mail absentee balloting conducted by mail; 

provided that no early ballots are counted before the polls close on election day.  

(Source: P.A. 94-645, eff. 8-22-05.) 
    (10 ILCS 5/20-1) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-1)  

    Sec. 20-1. The following words and phrases contained in this Article shall be construed as follows:  

    1. "Territorial limits of the United States" means each of the several States of the United States and 
includes the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam and the Virgin Islands; but 

does not include American Samoa, the Canal Zone, the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands or any other 
territory or possession of the United States.  

    2. "Member of the United States Service" means (a) members of the Armed Forces while on active duty 

and their spouses and dependents of voting age when residing with or accompanying them, (b) members 
of the Merchant Marine of the United States and their spouses and dependents when residing with or 

accompanying them and (c) United States government employees serving outside the territorial limits of 

the United States.  

    3. "Citizens of the United States temporarily residing outside the territorial limits of the United States" 

means civilian citizens of the United States and their spouses and dependents of voting age when residing 

with or accompanying them, who maintain a precinct residence in a county in this State and whose intent 
to return may be ascertained.  

    4. "Non-Resident Civilian Citizens" means civilian citizens of the United States (a) who reside outside 

the territorial limits of the United States, (b) who had maintained a precinct residence in a county in this 
State immediately prior to their departure from the United States, (c) who do not maintain a residence and 

are not registered to vote in any other State, and (d) whose intent to return to this State may be uncertain.  

    5. "Official postcard" means the postcard application for registration to vote or for a vote by mail an 
absentee ballot in the form provided in Section 204(c) of the Federal Voting Rights Act of 1955, as 

amended (42 U.S.C. 1973cc-14(c)).  

    6. "Federal office" means the offices of President and Vice-President of the United States, United States 
Senator, Representative in Congress, delegates and alternate delegates to the national nominating 

conventions and candidates for the Presidential Preference Primary.  

    7. "Federal election" means any general, primary or special election at which candidates are nominated 
or elected to Federal office.  

    8. "Dependent", for purposes of this Article, shall mean a father, mother, brother, sister, son or daughter.  

    9. "Electronic transmission" includes, but is not limited to, transmission by electronic mail or the 
Internet.  

(Source: P.A. 96-1004, eff. 1-1-11.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/20-2) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-2)  
    Sec. 20-2. Any member of the United States Service, otherwise qualified to vote, who expects in the 

course of his duties to be absent from the county in which he resides on the day of holding any election 

may make application for a vote by mail an absentee ballot to the election authority having jurisdiction 
over his precinct of residence on the official postcard or on a form furnished by the election authority as 

prescribed by Section 20-3 of this Article not less than 10 days before the election. A request pursuant to 

this Section shall entitle the applicant to a vote by mail an absentee ballot for every election in one calendar 
year. The original application for ballot shall be kept in the office of the election authority for one year as 

authorization to send a ballot to the voter for each election to be held within that calendar year. A certified 

copy of such application for ballot shall be sent each election with the vote by mail absentee ballot to the 
election authority's central ballot counting location to be used in lieu of the original application for ballot. 

No registration shall be required in order to vote pursuant to this Section.  

    Ballots under this Section shall be mailed by the election authority in the manner prescribed by Section 
20-5 of this Article and not otherwise. Ballots voted under this Section must be returned postmarked no 

later than midnight preceding election day and received for counting at the central ballot counting location 

of the election authority during the period for counting provisional ballots, the last day of which is the 14th 
day following election day.  

(Source: P.A. 96-312, eff. 1-1-10.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/20-2.1) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-2.1)  
    Sec. 20-2.1. Citizens of the United States temporarily residing outside the territorial limits of the United 

States who are not registered but otherwise qualified to vote and who expect to be absent from their county 
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of residence during the periods of voter registration provided for in Articles 4, 5 or 6 of this Code and on 
the day of holding any election, may make simultaneous application to the election authority having 

jurisdiction over their precinct of residence for an absentee registration by mail and vote by mail absentee 

ballot not less than 30 days before the election. Such application may be made on the official postcard or 
on a form furnished by the election authority as prescribed by Section 20-3 of this Article or by facsimile 

or electronic transmission. A request pursuant to this Section shall entitle the applicant to a vote by mail 

an absentee ballot for every election in one calendar year. The original application for ballot shall be kept 
in the office of the election authority for one year as authorization to send a ballot to the voter for each 

election to be held within that calendar year. A certified copy of such application for ballot shall be sent 

each election with the vote by mail absentee ballot to the election authority's central ballot counting 
location to be used in lieu of the original application for ballot.  

    Registration shall be required in order to vote pursuant to this Section. However, if the election authority 
receives one of such applications after 30 days but not less than 10 days before a Federal election, said 

applicant shall be sent a ballot containing the Federal offices only and registration for that election shall 

be waived.  
    Ballots under this Section shall be delivered by the election authority in the manner prescribed by 

Section 20-5 of this Article in person, by mail, or, if requested by the applicant and the election authority 

has the capability, by facsimile transmission or by electronic transmission.  

    Ballots voted under this Section must be returned postmarked no later than midnight preceding election 

day and received for counting at the central ballot counting location of the election authority during the 

period for counting provisional ballots, the last day of which is the 14th day following election day.  
(Source: P.A. 96-312, eff. 1-1-10; 96-1004, eff. 1-1-11.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/20-2.2) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-2.2)  

    Sec. 20-2.2. Any non-resident civilian citizen, otherwise qualified to vote, may make application to the 
election authority having jurisdiction over his precinct of former residence for a vote by mail an absentee 

ballot containing the Federal offices only not less than 10 days before a Federal election. Such application 

may be made on the official postcard or by facsimile or electronic transmission. A request pursuant to this 
Section shall entitle the applicant to a vote by mail an absentee ballot for every election in one calendar 

year at which Federal offices are filled. The original application for ballot shall be kept in the office of the 

election authority for one year as authorization to send a ballot to the voter for each election to be held 
within that calendar year at which Federal offices are filled. A certified copy of such application for ballot 

shall be sent each election with the vote by mail absentee ballot to the election authority's central ballot 

counting location to be used in lieu of the original application for ballot. No registration shall be required 
in order to vote pursuant to this Section. Ballots under this Section shall be delivered by the election 

authority in the manner prescribed by Section 20-5 of this Article in person, by mail, or, if requested by 

the applicant and the election authority has the capability, by facsimile transmission or by electronic 
transmission. Ballots voted under this Section must be returned postmarked no later than midnight 

preceding election day and received for counting at the central ballot counting location of the election 

authority during the period for counting provisional ballots, the last day of which is the 14th day following 
election day.  

(Source: P.A. 96-312, eff. 1-1-10; 96-1004, eff. 1-1-11.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/20-2.3) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-2.3)  
    Sec. 20-2.3. Members of the Armed Forces and their spouses and dependents. Any member of the 

United States Armed Forces while on active duty, and his or her spouse and dependents, otherwise 

qualified to vote, who expects in the course of his or her duties to be absent from the county in which he 
or she resides on the day of holding any election, in addition to any other method of making application 

for vote by mail an absentee ballot under this Article, may make application for a vote by mail an absentee 

ballot to the election authority having jurisdiction over his or her precinct of residence by a facsimile 
machine or electronic transmission not less than 10 days before the election.  

    Ballots under this Section shall be delivered by the election authority in the manner prescribed by 

Section 20-5 of this Article in person, by mail, or, if requested by the applicant and the election authority 
has the capability, by facsimile transmission or by electronic transmission. Ballots voted under this Section 

must be returned postmarked no later than midnight preceding election day and received for counting at 

the central ballot counting location of the election authority during the period for counting provisional 
ballots, the last day of which is the 14th day following election day.  

(Source: P.A. 96-312, eff. 1-1-10; 96-512, eff. 1-1-10; 96-1000, eff. 7-2-10; 96-1004, eff. 1-1-11.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/20-3) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-3)  



72 

 

[December 3, 2014] 

    Sec. 20-3. The election authority shall furnish the following applications for absentee registration by 
mail or vote by mail absentee ballot which shall be considered a method of application in lieu of the official 

postcard.  

    1. Members of the United States Service, citizens of the United States temporarily residing outside the 
territorial limits of the United States, and certified program participants under the Address Confidentiality 

for Victims of Domestic Violence Act may make application within the periods prescribed in Sections 20-

2 or 20-2.1, as the case may be. Such application shall be substantially in the following form:  
"APPLICATION FOR BALLOT 

    To be voted at the............ election in the precinct in which is located my residence at..............., in the 

city/village/township of ............(insert home address) County of........... and State of Illinois.  
    I state that I am a citizen of the United States; that on (insert date of election) I shall have resided in the 

State of Illinois and in the election precinct for 30 days; that on the above date I shall be the age of 18 
years or above; that I am lawfully entitled to vote in such precinct at that election; that I am (check category 

1, 2, or 3 below):  

    1.  ( ) a member of the United States Service,  
    2.  ( ) a citizen of the United States temporarily residing outside the territorial limits of the United States 

and that I expect to be absent from the said county of my residence on the date of holding such election, 

and that I will have no opportunity to vote in person on that day.  

    3.  ( ) a certified program participant under the Address Confidentiality for Victims of Domestic Violence 

Act.  

    I hereby make application for an official ballot or ballots to be voted by me at such election if I am 
absent from the said county of my residence, and I agree that I shall return said ballot or ballots to the 

election authority postmarked no later than midnight preceding election day, for counting no later than 

during the period for counting provisional ballots, the last day of which is the 14th day following election 
day or shall destroy said ballot or ballots.  

    (Check below only if category 2 or 3 and not previously registered)  

    (  ) I hereby make application to become registered as a voter and agree to return the forms and affidavits 
for registration to the election authority not later than 30 days before the election.  

    Under penalties as provided by law pursuant to Article 29 of The Election Code, the undersigned certifies 

that the statements set forth in this application are true and correct.  
......................... 

    Post office address or service address to which registration materials or ballot should be mailed  

......................... 

......................... 

......................... 

........................" 
    If application is made for a primary election ballot, such application shall designate the name of the 

political party with which the applicant is affiliated.  

    Such applications may be obtained from the election authority having jurisdiction over the person's 
precinct of residence.  

    2. A spouse or dependent of a member of the United States Service, said spouse or dependent being a 

registered voter in the county, may make application on behalf of said person in the office of the election 
authority within the periods prescribed in Section 20-2 which shall be substantially in the following form:  

"APPLICATION FOR BALLOT to be voted at the........... election in the precinct in which is located the 

residence of the person for whom this application is made at.............(insert residence address) in the 
city/village/township of......... County of.......... and State of Illinois.  

    I certify that the following named person................ (insert name of person) is a member of the United 

States Service.  
    I state that said person is a citizen of the United States; that on (insert date of election) said person shall 

have resided in the State of Illinois and in the election precinct for which this application is made for 30 

days; that on the above date said person shall be the age of 18 years or above; that said person is lawfully 
entitled to vote in such precinct at that election; that said person is a member of the United States Service, 

and that in the course of his duties said person expects to be absent from his county of residence on the 

date of holding such election, and that said person will have no opportunity to vote in person on that day.  
    I hereby make application for an official ballot or ballots to be voted by said person at such election and 

said person agrees that he shall return said ballot or ballots to the election authority postmarked no later 

than midnight preceding election day, for counting no later than during the period for counting provisional 
ballots, the last day of which is the 14th day following election day, or shall destroy said ballot or ballots.  
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    I hereby certify that I am the (mother, father, sister, brother, husband or wife) of the said elector, and 
that I am a registered voter in the election precinct for which this application is made. (Strike all but one 

that is applicable.)  

    Under penalties as provided by law pursuant to Article 29 of The Election Code, the undersigned certifies 
that the statements set forth in this application are true and correct.  

Name of applicant ...................... 

Residence address ........................ 
City/village/township........................ 

    Service address to which ballot should be mailed:  

......................... 

......................... 

......................... 
........................" 

    If application is made for a primary election ballot, such application shall designate the name of the 

political party with which the person for whom application is made is affiliated.  
    Such applications may be obtained from the election authority having jurisdiction over the voting 

precinct in which the person for whom application is made is entitled to vote.  

(Source: P.A. 96-312, eff. 1-1-10.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/20-4) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-4)  

    Sec. 20-4. Immediately upon the receipt of the official postcard or an application as provided in Section 

20-3 within the times heretofore prescribed, the election authority shall ascertain whether or not such 
applicant is legally entitled to vote as requested, including verification of the applicant's signature by 

comparison with the signature on the official registration record card, if any. If the election authority 

ascertains that the applicant is lawfully entitled to vote, it shall enter the name, street address, ward and 
precinct number of such applicant on a list to be posted in his or its office in a place accessible to the 

public. Within one day after posting the name and other information of an applicant for a ballot, the 

election authority shall transmit that name and posted information to the State Board of Elections, which 
shall maintain the names and other information in an electronic format on its website, arranged by county 

and accessible to State and local political committees. As soon as the official ballot is prepared the election 

authority shall immediately deliver the same to the applicant in person, by mail, by facsimile transmission, 
or by electronic transmission as provided in this Article.  

    If any such election authority receives a second or additional application which it believes is from the 

same person, he or it shall submit it to the chief judge of the circuit court or any judge of that court 
designated by the chief judge. If the chief judge or his designate determines that the application submitted 

to him is a second or additional one, he shall so notify the election authority who shall disregard the second 

or additional application.  
    The election authority shall maintain a list for each election of the voters to whom it has issued vote by 

mail absentee ballots. The list shall be maintained for each precinct within the jurisdiction of the election 

authority. Prior to the opening of the polls on election day, the election authority shall deliver to the judges 
of election in each precinct the list of registered voters in that precinct to whom vote by mail absentee 

ballots have been issued.  

    Election authorities may transmit by facsimile or other electronic means a ballot simultaneously with 
transmitting an application for vote by mail absentee ballot; however, no such ballot shall be counted 

unless an application has been completed by the voter and the election authority ascertains that the 

applicant is lawfully entitled to vote as provided in this Section.  
(Source: P.A. 96-1004, eff. 1-1-11.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/20-5) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-5)  

    Sec. 20-5. The election authority shall fold the ballot or ballots in the manner specified by the statute 
for folding ballots prior to their deposit in the ballot box and shall enclose such ballot in an envelope 

unsealed to be furnished by it, which envelope shall bear upon the face thereof the name, official title and 

post office address of the election authority, and upon the other side of such envelope there shall be printed 
a certification in substantially the following form:  

"CERTIFICATION 

    I state that I am a resident/former resident of the ....... precinct of the city/village/township of ............, 
(Designation to be made by Election Authority) or of the .... ward in the city of ........... (Designation to be 

made by Election Authority) residing at ................ in said city/village/township in the county of ........... 

and State of Illinois; that I am a  
    1.  (  ) member of the United States Service  

    2.  (  ) citizen of the United States temporarily residing outside the territorial limits of the United States  
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    3. ( ) nonresident civilian citizen  
and desire to cast the enclosed ballot pursuant to Article 20 of The Election Code; that I am lawfully 

entitled to vote in such precinct at the ........... election to be held on ............  

    I further state that I marked the enclosed ballot in secret.  
    Under penalties as provided by law pursuant to Article 29 of The Election Code, the undersigned certifies 

that the statements set forth in this certification are true and correct.  

...............(Name) 
..................... 

(Service Address)" 

..................... 

..................... 

..................... 
    If the ballot enclosed is to be voted at a primary election, the certification shall designate the name of 

the political party with which the voter is affiliated.  

    In addition to the above, the election authority shall provide printed slips giving full instructions 
regarding the manner of completing the forms and affidavits for absentee registration by mail or the 

manner of marking and returning the ballot in order that the same may be counted, and shall furnish one 

of the printed slips to each of the applicants at the same time the registration materials or ballot is delivered 

to him.  

    In addition to the above, if a ballot to be provided to an elector pursuant to this Section contains a public 

question described in subsection (b) of Section 28-6 and the territory concerning which the question is to 
be submitted is not described on the ballot due to the space limitations of such ballot, the election authority 

shall provide a printed copy of a notice of the public question, which shall include a description of the 

territory in the manner required by Section 16-7. The notice shall be furnished to the elector at the same 
time the ballot is delivered to the elector.  

    The envelope in which such registration or such ballot is mailed to the voter as well as the envelope in 

which the registration materials or the ballot is returned by the voter shall have printed across the face 
thereof two parallel horizontal red bars, each one-quarter inch wide, extending from one side of the 

envelope to the other side, with an intervening space of one-quarter inch, the top bar to be one and one-

quarter inches from the top of the envelope, and with the words "Official Election Balloting Material-VIA 
AIR MAIL" between the bars. In the upper right corner of such envelope in a box, there shall be printed 

the words: "U.S. Postage Paid 42 USC 1973". All printing on the face of such envelopes shall be in red, 

including an appropriate inscription or blank in the upper left corner of return address of sender.  
    The envelope in which the ballot is returned to the election authority may be delivered (i) by mail, 

postage paid, (ii) in person, by the spouse, parent, child, brother, or sister of the voter, or (iii) by a company 

engaged in the business of making deliveries of property and licensed as a motor carrier of property by the 
Illinois Commerce Commission under the Illinois Commercial Transportation Law.  

    Election authorities transmitting ballots by facsimile or electronic transmission shall, to the extent 

possible, provide those applicants with the same instructions, certification, and other materials required 
when sending by mail.  

(Source: P.A. 96-512, eff. 1-1-10; 96-1004, eff. 1-1-11.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/20-6) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-6)  
    Sec. 20-6. Such vote by mail absent voter shall make and subscribe to the certifications provided for in 

the application and on the return envelope for the ballot, and such ballot or ballots shall then be folded by 

such voter in the manner required to be folded before depositing the same in the ballot box, and be 
deposited in such envelope and the envelope securely sealed. The envelope in which the ballot is returned 

to the election authority may be delivered (i) by mail, postage paid, (ii) in person, by the spouse, parent, 

child, brother, or sister of the voter, or (iii) by a company engaged in the business of making deliveries of 
property and licensed as a motor carrier of property by the Illinois Commerce Commission under the 

Illinois Commercial Transportation Law.  

(Source: P.A. 96-512, eff. 1-1-10.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/20-7) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-7)  

    Sec. 20-7. Upon receipt of such vote by mail absent voter's ballot, the officer or officers above described 

shall forthwith enclose the same unopened, together with the application made by said vote by mail absent 
voter in a large or carrier envelope which shall be securely sealed and endorsed with the name and official 

title of such officer and the words, "This envelope contains a vote by mail an absent voter's ballot and must 

be opened on election day," together with the number and description of the precinct in which said ballot 
is to be voted, and such officer shall thereafter safely keep the same in his office until counted by him as 

provided in the next section.  
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(Source: P.A. 81-155.)  
     (10 ILCS 5/20-8) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-8)  

    Sec. 20-8. Time and place of counting ballots. 

    (a) (Blank.) 
    (b) Each vote by mail absent voter's ballot returned to an election authority, by any means authorized 

by this Article, and received by that election authority may be processed by the election authority 

beginning on the 7th day before election day before the closing of the polls on election day shall be 
endorsed by the receiving election authority with the day and hour of receipt and shall be counted in the 

central ballot counting location of the election authority , but the results of the processing may not be 

counted until on the day of the election after 7:00 p.m. on election day, except as provided in subsections 
(g) and (g-5).  

    (c) Each vote by mail absent voter's ballot that is mailed to an election authority and postmarked by the 
midnight preceding the opening of the polls on election day, but that is received by the election authority 

after the polls close on election day and before the close of the period for counting provisional ballots cast 

at that election, shall be endorsed by the receiving authority with the day and hour of receipt and shall be 
counted at the central ballot counting location of the election authority during the period for counting 

provisional ballots. 

    Each vote by mail absent voter's ballot that is mailed to an election authority absent a postmark, but that 

is received by the election authority after the polls close on election day and before the close of the period 

for counting provisional ballots cast at that election, shall be endorsed by the receiving authority with the 

day and hour of receipt, opened to inspect the date inserted on the certification, and, if the certification 
date is a date preceding the election day and the ballot is otherwise found to be valid under the requirements 

of this Section, counted at the central ballot counting location of the election authority during the period 

for counting provisional ballots. Absent a date on the certification, the ballot shall not be counted.  
    (d) Special write-in vote by mail absentee voter's blank ballots returned to an election authority, by any 

means authorized by this Article, and received by the election authority at any time before the closing of 

the polls on election day shall be endorsed by the receiving election authority with the day and hour of 
receipt and shall be counted at the central ballot counting location of the election authority during the same 

period provided for counting vote by mail absent voters' ballots under subsections (b), (g), and (g-5). 

Special write-in vote by mail absentee voter's blank ballot that are mailed to an election authority and 
postmarked by midnight preceding the opening of the polls on election day, but that are received by the 

election authority after the polls close on election day and before the closing of the period for counting 

provisional ballots cast at that election, shall be endorsed by the receiving authority with the day and hour 
of receipt and shall be counted at the central ballot counting location of the election authority during the 

same periods provided for counting vote by mail absent voters' ballots under subsection (c).  

    (e) Except as otherwise provided in this Section, vote by mail absent voters' ballots and special write-in 
vote by mail absentee voter's blank ballots received by the election authority after the closing of the polls 

on the day of election shall be endorsed by the person receiving the ballots with the day and hour of receipt 

and shall be safely kept unopened by the election authority for the period of time required for the 
preservation of ballots used at the election, and shall then, without being opened, be destroyed in like 

manner as the used ballots of that election.  

    (f) Counting required under this Section to begin on election day after the closing of the polls shall 
commence no later than 8:00 p.m. and shall be conducted by a panel or panels of election judges appointed 

in the manner provided by law. The counting shall continue until all vote by mail absent voters' ballots 

and special write-in vote by mail absentee voter's blank ballots required to be counted on election day have 
been counted.  

    (g) The procedures set forth in Articles 17 and 18 of this Code shall apply to all ballots counted under 

this Section. In addition, within 2 days after a ballot subject to this Article is received, but in all cases 
before the close of the period for counting provisional ballots, the election judge or official shall compare 

the voter's signature on the certification envelope of that ballot with the signature of the voter on file in 

the office of the election authority. If the election judge or official determines that the 2 signatures match, 
and that the voter is otherwise qualified to cast a ballot under this Article, the election authority shall cast 

and count the ballot on election day or the day the ballot is determined to be valid, whichever is later, 

adding the results to the precinct in which the voter is registered. If the election judge or official determines 
that the signatures do not match, or that the voter is not qualified to cast a ballot under this Article, then 

without opening the certification envelope, the judge or official shall mark across the face of the 

certification envelope the word "Rejected" and shall not cast or count the ballot. 
    In addition to the voter's signatures not matching, a ballot subject to this Article may be rejected by the 

election judge or official: 
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        (1) if the ballot envelope is open or has been opened and resealed; 
        (2) if the voter has already cast an early or grace period ballot; 

        (3) if the voter voted in person on election day or the voter is not a duly registered  

     voter in the precinct; or 
 

        (4) on any other basis set forth in this Code. 

    If the election judge or official determines that any of these reasons apply, the judge or official shall 

mark across the face of the certification envelope the word "Rejected" and shall not cast or count the ballot. 
    (g-5) If a ballot subject to this Article is rejected by the election judge or official for any reason, the 

election authority shall, within 2 days after the rejection but in all cases before the close of the period for 

counting provisional ballots, notify the voter that his or her ballot was rejected. The notice shall inform 
the voter of the reason or reasons the ballot was rejected and shall state that the voter may appear before 

the election authority, on or before the 14th day after the election, to show cause as to why the ballot 
should not be rejected. The voter may present evidence to the election authority supporting his or her 

contention that the ballot should be counted. The election authority shall appoint a panel of 3 election 

judges to review the contested ballot, application, and certification envelope, as well as any evidence 
submitted by the vote by mail absentee voter. No more than 2 election judges on the reviewing panel shall 

be of the same political party. The reviewing panel of election judges shall make a final determination as 

to the validity of the contested ballot. The judges' determination shall not be reviewable either 

administratively or judicially. 

    A ballot subject to this subsection that is determined to be valid shall be counted before the close of the 

period for counting provisional ballots. 
    (g-10) All ballots determined to be valid shall be added to the vote totals for the precincts for which 

they were cast in the order in which the ballots were opened.  

    (h) Each political party, candidate, and qualified civic organization shall be entitled to have present one 
pollwatcher for each panel of election judges therein assigned.  

(Source: P.A. 94-557, eff. 8-12-05; 94-1000, eff. 7-3-06; 95-699, eff. 11-9-07.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/20-10) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-10)  
    Sec. 20-10. Pollwatchers shall be permitted to be present during the casting of the vote by mail absent 

voters' ballots and the vote of any vote by mail absent voter may be challenged for cause the same as if he 

were present and voted in person, and the judges of the election or a majority thereof shall have power and 
authority to hear and determine the legality of such ballot; Provided, however, that if a challenge to any 

vote by mail absent voter's right to vote is sustained, notice of the same must be given by the judges of 

election by mail addressed to the voter's mailing address as stated in the certification and application for 
ballot.  

(Source: P.A. 80-1090.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/20-13) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-13)  
    Sec. 20-13. If otherwise qualified to vote, any person not covered by Sections 20-2, 20-2.1 or 20-2.2 of 

this Article who is not registered to vote and who is temporarily absent from his county of residence, may 

make special application to the election authority having jurisdiction over his precinct of permanent 
residence, not less than 5 days before a presidential election, for a vote by mail an absentee ballot to vote 

for the president and vice-president only. Such application shall be furnished by the election authority and 

shall be in substantially the following form:  
    SPECIAL VOTE BY MAIL ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLICATION (For use by non-registered Illinois 

residents temporarily absent from the county to vote for the president and vice-president only)  

AFFIDAVIT 
    1. I hereby request a vote by mail an absentee ballot to vote for the president and vice-president only 

......... (insert date of general election)  

    2. I am a citizen of the United States and a permanent resident of Illinois.  
    3. I have maintained, and still maintain, a permanent abode in Illinois for the past .......... years at: .......... 

(House) .......... (Number) .......... (Street) .......... (City) .......... (Village) .......... (Town)  

    4. I will not be able to regularly register in person as a voter because .................... (Give reason for 
temporary absence such as "Student", "Temporary job transfer", etc.)  

    5. I was born .......... (Month) .......... (Day) .......... (Year) in .................... (State or County);  

    6. To be filled in only by a person who is foreign-born (If answer is "yes" in either a. or b. below, fill in 
appropriate information in c.):  

    a. One or both of my parents were United States citizens at the time of my birth?  

( 
  ) YES ( ) NO) 

    b. My United States citizenship was derived through an act of the Congress of the United States?  
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( 
  ) YES ( ) NO 

    c. The name of the court issuing papers and the date thereof upon which my United States citizenship 

was derived is .................... located in .......... (City) .......... (State) on .......... (Month) .......... (Day) .......... 
(Year)  

    (For persons who derived citizenship through papers issued through a parent or spouse, fill in the 

following)  
    (1) My parents or spouse's name is:  

    ......... (First) .......... (Middle) .......... (Last)  

    (2) ........ (Month) .......... (Day) .......... (Year)  
    is the date of my marriage or my age at which time I derived my citizenship.  

    7. I am not registered as a voter in any other county in the State of Illinois or in any other State.  
    8. I am not requesting a ballot from any other place and am not voting in any other manner in this 

election and I have not voted and do not intend to vote in this election at any other address. I request that 

you mail my ballot to the following address:  
    (Print name and complete mailing address)  

    .........................................  

    .........................................  

    .........................................  

    9. Under penalties as provided by law pursuant to Article 29 of The Election Code, the undersigned 

certifies that the statements set forth in this application are true and correct.  
...................... 

Signature of Applicant 

    The procedures set forth in Sections 20-4 through 20-12 of this Article, insofar as they may be made 
applicable, shall be applicable to vote by mail absentee voting under this Section.  

(Source: P.A. 86-875.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/20-13.1) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-13.1)  
    Sec. 20-13.1. Any person not covered by Sections 20-2, 20-2.1 or 20-2.2 of this Article who is registered 

to vote but who is disqualified from voting because he moved outside his election precinct during the 30 

days preceding a presidential election may make special application to the election authority having 
jurisdiction over his precinct of former residence by mail, not more than 30 nor less than 5 days before a 

Federal election, or in person in the office of the election authority, not more than 30 nor less than 1 day 

before a Federal election, for a vote by mail an absentee ballot to vote for the president and vice-president 
only. Such application shall be furnished by the election authority and shall be in substantially the 

following form:  

SPECIAL VOTER APPLICATION 
    (For use by registered Illinois voters disqualified for having moved outside their precinct on or after the 

30th day preceding the election, to vote for president and vice-president only.)  

    1. I hereby request a ballot to vote for president and vice-president only on .......... (insert date of general 
election).  

    2. I am a citizen of the United States and my present address is: .................... (Residence Number) .......... 

(Street) .................... (City/Village/Township) .......... (County) .......... (State).  
    3. As of .......... (Month), .......... (Day), .......... (Year) I was a registered voter at .......... (Residence 

Number) .......... (Street) .................... (City/Village/Township).  

    4. I moved to my present address on .......... (Month) .......... (Day) .......... (Year).  
    5. I have not registered to vote from nor have I requested a ballot in any other election jurisdiction in 

this State or in another State.  

    6. (If vote by mail absentee request), I request that you mail the ballot to the following address:  
    Print name and complete mailing address.  

    ........................................  

    ........................................  
    ........................................  

    Under the penalties as provided by law pursuant to Article 29 of The Election Code, the undersigned 

certifies that the statements set forth in this application are true and correct.  
........................ 

(Signature of Applicant) 

    7. Subscribed and sworn to before me on .......... (Month) .......... (Day) .......... (Year)  
........................ 

(Signature of Official 
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Administering Oath) 
    The procedures set forth in Sections 20-4 through 20-12 of this Article, insofar as they may be made 

applicable, shall be applicable to vote by mail absentee voting under this Section.  

(Source: P.A. 90-655, eff. 7-30-98.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/20-25)  

    Sec. 20-25. Extraordinary procedures. In the event of a deployment of the United States Armed Forces 

or the declaration of an emergency by the President of the United States or the Governor of Illinois, The 
Governor or the executive director of the State Board of Elections may modify the registration and voting 

procedures established by this Article or by rules adopted pursuant to this Article for the duration of the 

deployment or emergency in order to facilitate vote by mail absentee voting under this Article. The 
Governor or executive director, as the case may be, then promptly shall notify each election authority of 

the changes in procedures. Each election authority shall publicize the modifications and shall provide 
notice of the modifications to each person under its jurisdiction subject to this Article for whom the 

election authority has contact information.  

(Source: P.A. 96-1004, eff. 1-1-11.) 
    (10 ILCS 5/24-15) (from Ch. 46, par. 24-15)  

    Sec. 24-15. As soon as the polls are closed, the voting machine or machines shall be locked in order to 

prevent further voting and each machine shall be sealed against voting and tampering, with a numbered 

metal seal, and the number of such metal seal shall be recorded at once on the certificate provided for that 

purpose, and the number on the protective counter of each voting machine shall also be recorded on the 

certificate in the space provided for that purpose, and the number on the public counter shall be recorded 
in the space provided for that purpose. The counting compartment shall then be opened in the presence of 

all the precinct election officials and all watchers and other persons who may be lawfully within the room, 

giving full view of the numbers announcing the votes cast for each candidate, and the vote for and against 
each of the questions or other propositions. Provided, however, when a machine is equipped with a device 

which will automatically record the number on the registering columns for each candidate, question or 

proposition on the back of the machine to a paper recording sheet then the recording sheet shall be removed 
and the vote cast shall be announced from the recording sheet for each candidate and the vote for and 

against each question or proposition. When voting machines are used in an election precinct, the watchers 

provided by law to be present in the polling place on election day shall be permitted to make a record of 
the number on the metal seal with which each voting machine is sealed, and to also record the number 

shown on the protective counter of each voting machine, and such watchers shall also be permitted to 

examine the counters of the voting machines as the totals are being announced for transcription to the 
return sheets or from the recording sheets and also to examine the return sheets or the recording sheets as 

the totals are being recorded or checked thereon. In voting machine precincts where the voting machine is 

not equipped with the automatic recording sheet the officer, officers board or boards charged by law to 
furnish the ballot labels for the voting machines shall also furnish for each election precinct in which a 

voting machine is to be used, at least two duplicate return sheets which shall be used by the precinct 

election board of such election precinct for recording the results of the election. Such return sheets shall 
be printed in the form of a diagram exactly corresponding, in arrangement, with the face of the voting 

machine, and such return sheets shall also correspond, in as far as arrangement is concerned, with the 

sample ballots, and each return sheet shall provide printed instructions for the exact procedure which the 
precinct election board shall follow when making the canvass of the results of the election, and such return 

sheets shall also provide the office titles, party names, candidates' names and code letters and number, 

arranged in the same manner as on the ballot labels, and there shall be provided a space for inserting the 
serial number of each voting machine, so that the totals recorded from each voting machine may be 

identified as being from a certain voting machine, and there shall be provided a space for recording such 

separate total for each candidate and constitutional amendment, or other question or proposition, from 
each separate voting machine, and a space for recording the total of the vote by mail and early mail and 

absentee vote in the same manner, so that the final total for each candidate, constitutional amendment, 

question or other proposition, may be totaled by adding all the figures in a column. Totals on the return 
sheets shall be recorded in figures only, in ink. The same authorities shall also furnish to each such election 

precinct suitable printed forms for use by the precinct election board, in making out the certificates 

provided for in this Article. Such certificates shall be made a part of the return sheets if practicable, or may 
be on separate sheets.  

(Source: Laws 1961, p. 2492.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/24-16) (from Ch. 46, par. 24-16)  
    Sec. 24-16. The precinct election officers shall then ascertain the number of votes which the candidates 

received both on the machine or machines, and by the voting of irregular ballots, if any. Except when the 
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machine is equipped with a device which will automatically record the registering column on the back of 
the machine to sheets of paper giving the accurate vote cast for each candidate. Two precinct election 

officials, not members of the same political party, shall write the totals in figures, in ink, for such candidate 

on the duplicate return sheets provided for that purpose, while one election officer announces in a distinct 
voice the total vote cast for each candidate thus ascertained in the order of the offices as their titles are 

arranged on the ballot label, and the remaining precinct election official or officials, if any, shall be 

stationed at the counter compartment of the voting machine being canvassed and shall watch each total as 
it is being called out from the registering counters. Each precinct election official who is recording the 

totals on the return sheets shall distinctly repeat each total as it is announced from the counter of the voting 

machine. The totals of each machine for each candidate shall be recorded on the return sheets in such a 
manner that they may be identified by the serial number of the voting machine. The vote both for and 

against each question or other proposition shall also be announced and recorded in the same manner as the 
vote for the candidates. When the machine is equipped with a device which will automatically record the 

registering column on the back of the machine to recording sheets of paper giving the accurate vote cast 

for each candidate then the totals cast for each candidate or each question or proposition shall be called 
out the same as if they were being read from the Counter Compartment of the voting machine, provided 

however the paper recording sheet shall constitute the return sheet for the precinct or consolidated area 

and no return sheets shall be required. When more than one voting machine is used in the same election 

precinct, the canvass of the first machine shall be completed before the second and so on. When the canvass 

of all totals shall have been completed, the precinct election board shall canvass all vote by mail and early 

absentee ballots in the same manner provided by law for canvassing paper ballots. The totals of the vote 
by mail and early absentee votes for each candidate and for each question or other proposition shall be 

recorded on the return sheets under the totals from the voting machines and the final total of the votes 

received by each candidate, and each constitutional amendment, question or other proposition, shall be 
ascertained and recorded in the space provided for that purpose on the return sheets. Upon the completion 

of the canvass as hereinbefore provided, one of the precinct election officials shall, in a loud and distinct 

voice announce the total votes received by each candidate, and the total votes cast both for and against 
each constitutional amendment, question or other proposition, and such proclamation shall be made slowly 

enough so as to enable anyone desiring to do so, to record each such result as it is announced. Except 

where a voting machine is equipped with an automatic recording sheet when the proclamation is 
completed, the election official who announced the totals from the counters of the machine or machines, 

shall take his place at one of the return sheets and one of the election officials of the opposite party who 

has completed the recording of the returns on the return sheets shall take his place at the counter 
compartment of the voting machine first canvassed, and he shall then proceed to announce each total on 

each registering counter in the same manner as it was done for the first canvass. Before the recheck of the 

voting machine is begun, the two precinct election officials who are to recheck the totals on the return 
sheets shall exchange return sheets and each election official shall then, as the canvass proceeds, check 

each total as it is announced from the registering counters of the voting machine or machines for the second 

time. As each total is announced each precinct election official who is checking the totals on the return 
sheets shall repeat in a loud and distinct voice each total as it is announced. If any errors in the original 

canvass are discovered they shall be corrected at once in the presence of all the precinct election officials 

and a certificate shall be prepared and signed by each such election official, setting forth which errors were 
discovered and what corrections were made, and such certificate shall be made in duplicate and one filed 

with each return sheet. During the process of rechecking each total on the machines, the precinct election 

official or officials, if any, who at the original canvass acted as watcher or watchers at the registering 
counters of the machines, shall in the same manner verify the accuracy of each total as it is announced 

from the machine or machines and is repeated by the two precinct election officials who are rechecking 

the totals as written on the return sheets. When this recheck is completed the entire precinct election board 
shall take one of the return sheets and fold it in accordion pleats approximately ten inches wide with the 

face of the return sheet out, in such a manner that each pleat can easily be turned as the final recheck 

proceeds. The entire precinct election board shall then begin at the voting machine first canvassed and 
each such election official shall, simultaneously with the other such election officials, and in the presence 

of each other, examine each registering counter on the voting machine, and immediately examine the 

corresponding record for that counter, as it is written on the return sheet, and shall satisfy himself that both 
numbers are the same. Each total on each voting machine shall be as examined and when such examination 

has been completed, the entire precinct election board shall then compare each total on such return sheet 

with the corresponding total on the duplicate return sheet and each precinct election official shall satisfy 
himself that all totals are the same on both return sheets. Each precinct election official shall sign a 

certificate stating that each step in the canvass of the voting machines, as provided herein, has been 
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carefully and faithfully carried out in every detail. If any errors are discovered during the final recheck of 
the registering counters and comparison of the duplicate return sheets, such errors shall be corrected at 

once, and each precinct election official shall sign a certificate stating which errors were found and what 

corrections were made and such corrections shall be made in the presence of all the precinct election 
officials. The precinct election board shall then canvass the irregular ballot in substantially the same 

manner as the law provides for canvassing the returns for paper ballots, and shall record the results thereof 

on the return sheets in the space provided for that purpose. Before leaving the room and before closing 
and locking the counting compartment, each precinct election official shall make and sign the certificate 

and written statements and the return sheets of such election as provided by law. In precincts where the 

voting machines are equipped with the automatic recording sheet and two or more machines the total vote 
cast for each candidate, question or proposition from each machine shall be recorded separately on the 

statement of votes as provided for in Section 18-14, and the grand total of all votes appearing on the 
recording sheets shall be recorded on the statement of votes and proclaimed by the judges in the same 

manner as is herein provided for proclamation of votes from the return sheets. All vote by mail absentee 

ballots and irregular ballots of each voting machine shall be returned to the proper officer together with 
the return sheets and certificates and supplies and such vote by mail absentee ballots and irregular machine 

ballots shall be preserved and finally destroyed as is now provided by law when paper ballots are used. 

The written statements or returns so made, after having been properly signed, shall be distinctly and clearly 

read in the hearing of all persons present in the polling place, and ample opportunity shall be given to 

compare the results so certified with the counter dials of the machine. After such comparison and 

correction, if any is made, the precinct election officials shall then close the counting compartment and 
lock the same. Thereafter the voting machine shall remain locked and sealed against voting for a period of 

at least 30 days, after the results of the election have been declared, unless otherwise ordered by the circuit 

court: provided, however, upon application to the circuit court, the circuit judge may order the said 
machines opened prior to the thirty day period herein required to be closed. The circuit court in its order 

shall specify the manner in which the count recorded on the machines shall be taken and preserved: 

provided, however, when the machines are equipped with any recording or photographic device on which 
votes registered on the mechanical counters will be separately recorded or photographed, as provided in 

Section 24-18 hereof, and it is necessary to use said machines at an election occurring within said 30 days, 

then after the machines have remained locked for a period of 48 hours they may be prepared for such 
subsequent election as herein provided. Whenever it is necessary to reset the machines for another election 

prior to the time limit for the filing of election contests, it shall be the duty of the proper officials to make 

a photographic record of the machines involved to be used in case of an election contest, whereupon the 
machines may be set back to zero and arranged for the next election.  

(Source: P.A. 80-704.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/24A-6) (from Ch. 46, par. 24A-6)  
    Sec. 24A-6. The ballot information, whether placed on the ballot or on the marking device, shall, as far 

as practicable, be in the order of arrangement provided for paper ballots, except that such information may 

be in vertical or horizontal rows, or in a number of separate pages. Ballots for all questions or propositions 
to be voted on must be provided in the same manner and must be arranged on or in the marking device or 

on the ballot sheet in the places provided for such purposes.  

    When an electronic voting system utilizes a ballot label booklet and ballot card, ballots for candidates, 
ballots calling for a constitutional convention, constitutional amendment ballots, judicial retention ballots, 

public measures, and all propositions to be voted upon may be placed on the electronic voting device by 

providing in the ballot booklet separate ballot label pages or series of pages distinguished by differing 
colors as provided below. When an electronic voting system utilizes a ballot sheet, ballots calling for a 

constitutional convention, constitutional amendment ballots and judicial retention ballots shall be placed 

on the ballot sheet by providing a separate portion of the ballot sheet for each such kind of ballot which 
shall be printed in ink of a color distinct from the color of ink used in printing any other portion of the 

ballot sheet. Ballots for candidates, public measures and all other propositions to be voted upon shall be 

placed on the ballot sheet by providing a separate portion of the ballot sheet for each such kind of ballot. 
Whenever a person has submitted a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate as required in Sections 

17-16.1 and 18-9.1, a line on which the name of a candidate may be written by the voter shall be printed 

below the name of the last candidate nominated for such office, and immediately to the left of such line 
an area shall be provided for marking a vote for such write-in candidate. The number of write-in lines for 

an office shall equal the number of persons who have filed declarations of intent to be write-in candidates 

plus an additional line or lines for write-in candidates who qualify to file declarations to be write-in 
candidates under Sections 17-16.1 and 18-9.1 when the certification of ballot contains the words 

"OBJECTION PENDING" next to the name of the candidate, up to the number of candidates for which a 
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voter may vote. More than one amendment to the constitution may be placed on the same ballot page or 
series of pages or on the same portion of the ballot sheet, as the case may be. Ballot label pages for 

constitutional conventions or constitutional amendments shall be on paper of blue color and shall precede 

all other ballot label pages in the ballot label booklet. More than one public measure or proposition may 
be placed on the same ballot label page or series of pages or on the same portion of the ballot sheet, as the 

case may be. More than one proposition for retention of judges in office may be placed on the same ballot 

label page or series of pages or on the same portion of the ballot sheet, as the case may be. Ballot label 
pages for candidates shall be on paper of white color, except that in primary elections the ballot label page 

or pages for the candidates of each respective political party shall be of the color designated by the election 

official in charge of the election for that political party's candidates; provided that the ballot label pages or 
pages for candidates for use at the nonpartisan and consolidated elections may be on paper of different 

colors, except blue, whenever necessary or desirable to facilitate distinguishing between the pages for 
different political subdivisions. On each page of the candidate booklet, where the election is made to list 

ballot information vertically, the party affiliation of each candidate or the word "independent" shall appear 

immediately to the left of the candidate's name, and the name of candidates for the same office shall be 
listed vertically under the title of that office. If no candidate or candidates file for an office and if no person 

or persons file a declaration as a write-in candidate for that office, then below the title of that office the 

election authority instead shall print "No Candidate". In the case of nonpartisan elections for officers of 

political subdivisions, unless the statute or an ordinance adopted pursuant to Article VII of the Constitution 

requires otherwise, the listing of such nonpartisan candidates shall not include any party or "independent" 

designation. Ballot label pages for judicial retention ballots shall be on paper of green color, and ballot 
label pages for all public measures and other propositions shall be on paper of some other distinct and 

different color. In primary elections, a separate ballot label booklet, marking device and voting booth shall 

be used for each political party holding a primary, with the ballot label booklet arranged to include ballot 
label pages of the candidates of the party and public measures and other propositions to be voted upon on 

the day of the primary election. One ballot card may be used for recording the voter's vote or choice on all 

such ballots, proposals, public measures or propositions, and such ballot card shall be arranged so as to 
record the voter's vote or choice in a separate column or columns for each such kind of ballot, proposal, 

public measure or proposition.  

    If the ballot label booklet includes both candidates for office and public measures or propositions to be 
voted on, the election official in charge of the election shall divide the pages by protruding tabs identifying 

the division of the pages, and printing on such tabs "Candidates" and "Propositions".  

    The ballot card and all of its columns and the ballot card envelope shall be of the color prescribed for 
candidate's ballots at the general or primary election, whichever is being held. At an election where no 

candidates are being nominated or elected, the ballot card, its columns, and the ballot card envelope shall 

be of a color designated by the election official in charge of the election.  
    The ballot cards, ballot card envelopes and ballot sheets may, at the discretion of the election authority, 

be printed on white paper and then striped with the appropriate colors.  

    When ballot sheets are used, the various portions thereof shall be arranged to conform to the foregoing 
format.  

    Vote by mail and early Absentee ballots may consist of ballot cards, envelopes, paper ballots or ballot 

sheets voted in person in the office of the election official in charge of the election or voted by mail. Where 
a ballot card is used for voting by mail it must be accompanied by a punching tool or other appropriate 

marking device, voter instructions and a specimen ballot showing the proper positions to vote on the ballot 

card or ballot sheet for each party, candidate, proposal, public measure or proposition, and in the case of 
a ballot card must be mounted on a suitable material to receive the punched out chip.  

    Any voter who spoils his ballot or makes an error may return the ballot to the judges of election and 

secure another. However, the protruding identifying tab for proposals for a constitutional convention or 
constitutional amendments shall have printed thereon "Constitutional Ballot", and the ballot label page or 

pages for such proposals shall precede the ballot label pages for candidates in the ballot label booklet.  

(Source: P.A. 95-699, eff. 11-9-07; 95-862, eff. 8-19-08.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/24A-10) (from Ch. 46, par. 24A-10)  

    Sec. 24A-10. (1) In an election jurisdiction which has adopted an electronic voting system, the election 

official in charge of the election shall select one of the 3 following procedures for receiving, counting, 
tallying, and return of the ballots:  

    (a) Two ballot boxes shall be provided for each polling place. The first ballot box is for the depositing 

of votes cast on the electronic voting system; and the second ballot box is for all votes cast on paper ballots, 
including any paper ballots required to be voted other than on the electronic voting system. Ballots 

deposited in the second ballot box shall be counted, tallied, and returned as is elsewhere provided in "The 
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Election Code," as amended, for the counting and handling of paper ballots. Immediately after the closing 
of the polls, the judges of election shall make out a slip indicating the number of persons who voted in the 

precinct at the election. Such slip shall be signed by all the judges of election and shall be inserted by them 

in the first ballot box. The judges of election shall thereupon immediately lock each ballot box; provided, 
that if such box is not of a type which may be securely locked, such box shall be sealed with filament tape 

provided for such purpose which shall be wrapped around the box lengthwise and crosswise, at least twice 

each way, and in such manner that the seal completely covers the slot in the ballot box, and each of the 
judges shall sign such seal. Thereupon two of the judges of election, of different political parties, shall 

forthwith and by the most direct route transport both ballot boxes to the counting location designated by 

the county clerk or board of election commissioners.  
    Before the ballots of a precinct are fed to the electronic tabulating equipment, the first ballot box shall 

be opened at the central counting station by the two precinct transport judges. Upon opening a ballot box, 
such team shall first count the number of ballots in the box. If 2 or more are folded together so as to appear 

to have been cast by the same person, all of the ballots so folded together shall be marked and returned 

with the other ballots in the same condition, as near as may be, in which they were found when first opened, 
but shall not be counted. If the remaining ballots are found to exceed the number of persons voting in the 

precinct as shown by the slip signed by the judges of election, the ballots shall be replaced in the box, and 

the box closed and well shaken and again opened and one of the precinct transport judges shall publicly 

draw out so many ballots unopened as are equal to such excess.  

    Such excess ballots shall be marked "Excess-Not Counted" and signed by the two precinct transport 

judges and shall be placed in the "After 7:00 p.m. Defective Ballots Envelope". The number of excess 
ballots shall be noted in the remarks section of the Certificate of Results. "Excess" ballots shall not be 

counted in the total of "defective" ballots.  

    The precinct transport judges shall then examine the remaining ballots for write-in votes and shall count 
and tabulate the write-in vote; or  

    (b) A single ballot box, for the deposit of all votes cast, shall be used. All ballots which are not to be 

tabulated on the electronic voting system shall be counted, tallied, and returned as elsewhere provided in 
"The Election Code," as amended, for the counting and handling of paper ballots.  

    All ballots to be processed and tabulated with the electronic voting system shall be processed as follows:  

    Immediately after the closing of the polls, the precinct judges of election then shall open the ballot box 
and canvass the votes polled to determine that the number of ballots therein agree with the number of 

voters voting as shown by the applications for ballot or if the same do not agree the judges of election shall 

make such ballots agree with the applications for ballot in the manner provided by Section 17-18 of "The 
Election Code." The judges of election shall then examine all ballot cards and ballot card envelopes which 

are in the ballot box to determine whether the ballot cards and ballot card envelopes bear the initials of a 

precinct judge of election. If any ballot card or ballot card envelope is not initialed, it shall be marked on 
the back "Defective," initialed as to such label by all judges immediately under such word "Defective," 

and not counted, but placed in the envelope provided for that purpose labeled "Defective Ballots 

Envelope."  
    When an electronic voting system is used which utilizes a ballot card, before separating the ballot cards 

from their respective covering envelopes, the judges of election shall examine the ballot card envelopes 

for write-in votes. When the voter has voted a write-in vote, the judges of election shall compare the write-
in vote with the votes on the ballot card to determine whether such write-in results in an overvote for any 

office. In case of an overvote for any office, the judges of election, consisting in each case of at least one 

judge of election of each of the two major political parties, shall make a true duplicate ballot of all votes 
on such ballot card except for the office which is overvoted, by using the ballot label booklet of the precinct 

and one of the marking devices of the precinct so as to transfer all votes of the voter except for the office 

overvoted, to an official ballot card of that kind used in the precinct at that election. The original ballot 
card and envelope upon which there is an overvote shall be clearly labeled "Overvoted Ballot", and each 

shall bear the same serial number which shall be placed thereon by the judges of election, commencing 

with number 1 and continuing consecutively for the ballots of that kind in that precinct. The judges of 
election shall initial the "Duplicate Overvoted Ballot" ballot cards and shall place them in the box for 

return of the ballots. The "Overvoted Ballot" ballots and their envelopes shall be placed in the "Duplicate 

Ballots" envelope. Envelopes bearing write-in votes marked in the place designated therefor and bearing 
the initials of a precinct judge of election and not resulting in an overvote and otherwise complying with 

the election laws as to marking shall be counted, tallied, and their votes recorded on a tally sheet provided 

by the election official in charge of the election. The ballot cards and ballot card envelopes shall be 
separated and all except any defective or overvoted shall be placed separately in the box for return of the 

ballots. The judges of election shall examine the ballots and ballot cards to determine if any is damaged 
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or defective so that it cannot be counted by the automatic tabulating equipment. If any ballot or ballot card 
is damaged or defective so that it cannot properly be counted by the automatic tabulating equipment, the 

judges of election, consisting in each case of at least one judge of election of each of the two major political 

parties, shall make a true duplicate ballot of all votes on such ballot card by using the ballot label booklet 
of the precinct and one of the marking devices of the precinct. The original ballot or ballot card and 

envelope shall be clearly labeled "Damaged Ballot" and the ballot or ballot card so produced "Duplicate 

Damaged Ballot," and each shall bear the same number which shall be placed thereon by the judges of 
election, commencing with number 1 and continuing consecutively for the ballots of that kind in the 

precinct. The judges of election shall initial the "Duplicate Damaged Ballot" ballot or ballot cards, and 

shall place them in the box for return of the ballots. The "Damaged Ballot" ballots or ballot cards and their 
envelopes shall be placed in the "Duplicated Ballots" envelope. A slip indicating the number of voters 

voting in person shall be made out, signed by all judges of election, and inserted in the box for return of 
the ballots. The tally sheets recording the write-in votes shall be placed in this box. The judges of election 

thereupon immediately shall securely lock the ballot box or other suitable box furnished for return of the 

ballots by the election official in charge of the election; provided that if such box is not of a type which 
may be securely locked, such box shall be sealed with filament tape provided for such purpose which shall 

be wrapped around the box lengthwise and crosswise, at least twice each way. A separate adhesive seal 

label signed by each of the judges of election of the precinct shall be affixed to the box so as to cover any 

slot therein and to identify the box of the precinct; and if such box is sealed with filament tape as provided 

herein rather than locked, such tape shall be wrapped around the box as provided herein, but in such 

manner that the separate adhesive seal label affixed to the box and signed by the judges may not be 
removed without breaking the filament tape and disturbing the signature of the judges. Thereupon, 2 of 

the judges of election, of different major political parties, forthwith shall by the most direct route transport 

the box for return of the ballots and enclosed ballots and returns to the central counting location designated 
by the election official in charge of the election. If, however, because of the lack of adequate parking 

facilities at the central counting location or for any other reason, it is impossible or impracticable for the 

boxes from all the polling places to be delivered directly to the central counting location, the election 
official in charge of the election may designate some other location to which the boxes shall be delivered 

by the 2 precinct judges. While at such other location the boxes shall be in the care and custody of one or 

more teams, each consisting of 4 persons, 2 from each of the two major political parties, designated for 
such purpose by the election official in charge of elections from recommendations by the appropriate 

political party organizations. As soon as possible, the boxes shall be transported from such other location 

to the central counting location by one or more teams, each consisting of 4 persons, 2 from each of the 2 
major political parties, designated for such purpose by the election official in charge of elections from 

recommendations by the appropriate political party organizations.  

    The "Defective Ballots" envelope, and "Duplicated Ballots" envelope each shall be securely sealed and 
the flap or end thereof of each signed by the precinct judges of election and returned to the central counting 

location with the box for return of the ballots, enclosed ballots and returns.  

    At the central counting location, a team of tally judges designated by the election official in charge of 
the election shall check the box returned containing the ballots to determine that all seals are intact, and 

thereupon shall open the box, check the voters' slip and compare the number of ballots so delivered against 

the total number of voters of the precinct who voted, remove the ballots or ballot cards and deliver them 
to the technicians operating the automatic tabulating equipment. Any discrepancies between the number 

of ballots and total number of voters shall be noted on a sheet furnished for that purpose and signed by the 

tally judges; or  
    (c) A single ballot box, for the deposit of all votes cast, shall be used. Immediately after the closing of 

the polls, the precinct judges of election shall securely lock the ballot box; provided that if such box is not 

of a type which may be securely locked, such box shall be sealed with filament tape provided for such 
purpose which shall be wrapped around the box lengthwise and crosswise, at least twice each way. A 

separate adhesive seal label signed by each of the judges of election of the precinct shall be affixed to the 

box so as to cover any slot therein and to identify the box of the precinct; and if such box is sealed with 
filament tape as provided herein rather than locked, such tape shall be wrapped around the box as provided 

herein, but in such manner that the separate adhesive seal label affixed to the box and signed by the judges 

may not be removed without breaking the filament tape and disturbing the signature of the judges. 
Thereupon, 2 of the judges of election, of different major political parties, shall forthwith by the most 

direct route transport the box for return of the ballots and enclosed vote by mail absentee and early ballots 

and returns to the central counting location designated by the election official in charge of the election. If 
however, because of the lack of adequate parking facilities at the central counting location or for some 

other reason, it is impossible or impracticable for the boxes from all the polling places to be delivered 
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directly to the central counting location, the election official in charge of the election may designate some 
other location to which the boxes shall be delivered by the 2 precinct judges. While at such other location 

the boxes shall be in the care and custody of one or more teams, each consisting of 4 persons, 2 from each 

of the two major political parties, designated for such purpose by the election official in charge of elections 
from recommendations by the appropriate political party organizations. As soon as possible, the boxes 

shall be transported from such other location to the central counting location by one or more teams, each 

consisting of 4 persons, 2 from each of the 2 major political parties, designated for such purpose by the 
election official in charge of the election from recommendations by the appropriate political party 

organizations.  

    At the central counting location there shall be one or more teams of tally judges who possess the same 
qualifications as tally judges in election jurisdictions using paper ballots. The number of such teams shall 

be determined by the election authority. Each team shall consist of 5 tally judges, 3 selected and approved 
by the county board from a certified list furnished by the chairman of the county central committee of the 

party with the majority of members on the county board and 2 selected and approved by the county board 

from a certified list furnished by the chairman of the county central committee of the party with the second 
largest number of members on the county board. At the central counting location a team of tally judges 

shall open the ballot box and canvass the votes polled to determine that the number of ballot sheets therein 

agree with the number of voters voting as shown by the applications for ballot; and, if the same do not 

agree, the tally judges shall make such ballots agree with the number of applications for ballot in the 

manner provided by Section 17-18 of the Election Code. The tally judges shall then examine all ballot 

sheets which are in the ballot box to determine whether they bear the initials of the precinct judge of 
election. If any ballot is not initialed, it shall be marked on the back "Defective", initialed as to such label 

by all tally judges immediately under such word "Defective", and not counted, but placed in the envelope 

provided for that purpose labeled "Defective Ballots Envelope". An overvote for one office shall invalidate 
only the vote or count of that particular office.  

    At the central counting location, a team of tally judges designated by the election official in charge of 

the election shall deliver the ballot sheets to the technicians operating the automatic tabulating equipment. 
Any discrepancies between the number of ballots and total number of voters shall be noted on a sheet 

furnished for that purpose and signed by the tally judges.  

    (2) Regardless of which procedure described in subsection (1) of this Section is used, the judges of 
election designated to transport the ballots, properly signed and sealed as provided herein, shall ensure 

that the ballots are delivered to the central counting station no later than 12 hours after the polls close. At 

the central counting station a team of tally judges designated by the election official in charge of the 
election shall examine the ballots so transported and shall not accept ballots for tabulating which are not 

signed and sealed as provided in subsection (1) of this Section until the judges transporting the same make 

and sign the necessary corrections. Upon acceptance of the ballots by a team of tally judges at the central 
counting station, the election judges transporting the same shall take a receipt signed by the election 

official in charge of the election and stamped with the date and time of acceptance. The election judges 

whose duty it is to transport any ballots shall, in the event such ballots cannot be found when needed, on 
proper request, produce the receipt which they are to take as above provided.  

(Source: P.A. 94-645, eff. 8-22-05; 94-1000, eff. 7-3-06.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/24A-15.1) (from Ch. 46, par. 24A-15.1)  
    Sec. 24A-15.1. Except as herein provided, discovery recounts and election contests shall be conducted 

as otherwise provided for in "The Election Code", as amended. The automatic tabulating equipment shall 

be tested prior to the discovery recount or election contest as provided in Section 24A-9, and then the 
official ballots or ballot cards shall be recounted on the automatic tabulating equipment. In addition, (1) 

the ballot or ballot cards shall be checked for the presence or absence of judges' initials and other 

distinguishing marks, and (2) the ballots marked "Rejected", "Defective", Objected to", "Vote by Mail 
Absentee Ballot", and "Early Ballot" shall be examined to determine the propriety of the labels, and (3) 

the "Duplicate Vote by Mail Absentee Ballots", "Duplicate Early Ballots", "Duplicate Overvoted Ballots" 

and "Duplicate Damaged Ballots" shall be compared with their respective originals to determine the 
correctness of the duplicates.  

    Any person who has filed a petition for discovery recount may request that a redundant count be 

conducted in those precincts in which the discovery recount is being conducted. The additional costs of 
such a redundant count shall be borne by the requesting party.  

    The log of the computer operator and all materials retained by the election authority in relation to vote 

tabulation and canvass shall be made available for any discovery recount or election contest.  
(Source: P.A. 98-756, eff. 7-16-14.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/24B-6)  
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    Sec. 24B-6. Ballot Information; Arrangement; Electronic Precinct Tabulation Optical Scan Technology 
Voting System; Vote by Mail Absentee Ballots; Early Ballots; Spoiled Ballots. The ballot information, 

shall, as far as practicable, be in the order of arrangement provided for paper ballots, except that the 

information may be in vertical or horizontal rows, or on a number of separate pages or displays on the 
marking device. Ballots for all questions or propositions to be voted on should be provided in a similar 

manner and must be arranged on the ballot sheet or marking device in the places provided for such 

purposes. Ballots shall be of white paper unless provided otherwise by administrative rule of the State 
Board of Elections or otherwise specified. 

    All propositions, including but not limited to propositions calling for a constitutional convention, 

constitutional amendment, judicial retention, and public measures to be voted upon shall be placed on 
separate portions of the ballot sheet or marking device by utilizing borders or grey screens. Candidates 

shall be listed on a separate portion of the ballot sheet or marking device by utilizing borders or grey 
screens. Whenever a person has submitted a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate as required in 

Sections 17-16.1 and 18-9.1, a line or lines on which the voter may select a write-in candidate shall be 

printed below the name of the last candidate nominated for such office. Such line or lines shall be 
proximate to an area provided for marking votes for the write-in candidate or candidates. The number of 

write-in lines for an office shall equal the number of persons who have filed declarations of intent to be 

write-in candidates plus an additional line or lines for write-in candidates who qualify to file declarations 

to be write-in candidates under Sections 17-16.1 and 18-9.1 when the certification of ballot contains the 

words "OBJECTION PENDING" next to the name of that candidate, up to the number of candidates for 

which a voter may vote. In the case of write-in lines for the offices of Governor and Lieutenant Governor, 
2 lines shall be printed within a bracket and a single square shall be printed in front of the bracket. More 

than one amendment to the constitution may be placed on the same portion of the ballot sheet or marking 

device. Constitutional convention or constitutional amendment propositions shall be printed or displayed 
on a separate portion of the ballot sheet or marking device and designated by borders or grey screens, 

unless otherwise provided by administrative rule of the State Board of Elections. More than one public 

measure or proposition may be placed on the same portion of the ballot sheet or marking device. More 
than one proposition for retention of judges in office may be placed on the same portion of the ballot sheet 

or marking device. Names of candidates shall be printed in black. The party affiliation of each candidate 

or the word "independent" shall appear near or under the candidate's name, and the names of candidates 
for the same office shall be listed vertically under the title of that office, on separate pages of the marking 

device, or as otherwise approved by the State Board of Elections. If no candidate or candidates file for an 

office and if no person or persons file a declaration as a write-in candidate for that office, then below the 
title of that office the election authority instead shall print "No Candidate". In the case of nonpartisan 

elections for officers of political subdivisions, unless the statute or an ordinance adopted pursuant to 

Article VII of the Constitution requires otherwise, the listing of nonpartisan candidates shall not include 
any party or "independent" designation. Judicial retention questions and ballot questions for all public 

measures and other propositions shall be designated by borders or grey screens on the ballot or marking 

device. In primary elections, a separate ballot, or displays on the marking device, shall be used for each 
political party holding a primary, with the ballot or marking device arranged to include names of the 

candidates of the party and public measures and other propositions to be voted upon on the day of the 

primary election. 
    If the ballot includes both candidates for office and public measures or propositions to be voted on, the 

election official in charge of the election shall divide the ballot or displays on the marking device in 

sections for "Candidates" and "Propositions", or separate ballots may be used. 
    Vote by Mail or Early Ballots Absentee ballots may consist of envelopes, paper ballots or ballot sheets 

voted in person in the office of the election official in charge of the election or voted by mail. Where a 

Precinct Tabulation Optical Scan Technology ballot is used for voting by mail it must be accompanied by 
voter instructions. 

    Any voter who spoils his or her ballot, makes an error, or has a ballot returned by the automatic tabulating 

equipment may return the ballot to the judges of election and get another ballot. 
(Source: P.A. 95-699, eff. 11-9-07; 95-862, eff. 8-19-08; 96-1018, eff. 1-1-11.) 

    (10 ILCS 5/24B-10)  

    Sec. 24B-10. Receiving, Counting, Tallying and Return of Ballots; Acceptance of Ballots by Election 
Authority.  

    (a) In an election jurisdiction which has adopted an electronic Precinct Tabulation Optical Scan 

Technology voting system, the election official in charge of the election shall select one of the 3 following 
procedures for receiving, counting, tallying, and return of the ballots:  

        (1) Two ballot boxes shall be provided for each polling place. The first ballot box is  
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for the depositing of votes cast on the electronic voting system; and the second ballot box is for all votes 
cast on other ballots, including any paper ballots required to be voted other than on the Precinct 

Tabulation Optical Scan Technology electronic voting system. Ballots deposited in the second ballot 

box shall be counted, tallied, and returned as is elsewhere provided in this Code for the counting and 
handling of paper ballots. Immediately after the closing of the polls, the judges of election shall make 

out a slip indicating the number of persons who voted in the precinct at the election. The slip shall be 

signed by all the judges of election and shall be inserted by them in the first ballot box. The judges of 
election shall thereupon immediately lock each ballot box; provided, that if the box is not of a type 

which may be securely locked, the box shall be sealed with filament tape provided for the purpose that 

shall be wrapped around the box lengthwise and crosswise, at least twice each way, and in a manner 
that the seal completely covers the slot in the ballot box, and each of the judges shall sign the seal. Two 

of the judges of election, of different political parties, shall by the most direct route transport both ballot 
boxes to the counting location designated by the county clerk or board of election commissioners. 

 

        Before the ballots of a precinct are fed to the electronic Precinct Tabulation Optical  

     

Scan Technology tabulating equipment, the first ballot box shall be opened at the central counting 
station by the 2 precinct transport judges. Upon opening a ballot box, the team shall first count the 

number of ballots in the box. If 2 or more are folded together to appear to have been cast by the same 

person, all of the ballots folded together shall be marked and returned with the other ballots in the same 

condition, as near as may be, in which they were found when first opened, but shall not be counted. If 

the remaining ballots are found to exceed the number of persons voting in the precinct as shown by the 

slip signed by the judges of election, the ballots shall be replaced in the box, and the box closed and 
well shaken and again opened and one of the precinct transport judges shall publicly draw out so many 

ballots unopened as are equal to the excess. 
 

        The excess ballots shall be marked "Excess-Not Counted" and signed by the 2 precinct  

     

transport judges and shall be placed in the "After 7:00 p.m. Defective Ballots Envelope". The number 

of excess ballots shall be noted in the remarks section of the Certificate of Results. "Excess" ballots 

shall not be counted in the total of "defective" ballots. 
 

        The precinct transport judges shall then examine the remaining ballots for write-in  

     votes and shall count and tabulate the write-in vote. 
 

        (2) A single ballot box, for the deposit of all votes cast, shall be used. All ballots  

     
which are not to be tabulated on the electronic voting system shall be counted, tallied, and returned as 

elsewhere provided in this Code for the counting and handling of paper ballots. 
 

        All ballots to be processed and tabulated with the electronic Precinct Tabulation  
     Optical Scan Technology voting system shall be processed as follows: 

 

        Immediately after the closing of the polls, the precinct judges of election shall open  

     

the ballot box and canvass the votes polled to determine that the number of ballots agree with the number 
of voters voting as shown by the applications for ballot, or if the same do not agree the judges of election 

shall make such ballots agree with the applications for ballot in the manner provided by Section 17-18 

of this Code. 
 

        In case of an overvote for any office, the judges of election, consisting in each case  

     

of at least one judge of election of each of the 2 major political parties, shall make a true duplicate ballot 

of all votes on the ballot except for the office which is overvoted, by using the ballot of the precinct and 
one of the marking devices, or equivalent ballot, of the precinct to transfer all votes of the voter except 

for the office overvoted, to an official ballot of that kind used in the precinct at that election. The original 

ballot upon which there is an overvote shall be clearly labeled "Overvoted Ballot", and each shall bear 
the same serial number which shall be placed thereon by the judges of election, beginning with number 

1 and continuing consecutively for the ballots of that kind in that precinct. The judges of election shall 

initial the "Duplicate Overvoted Ballot" ballots and shall place them in the box for return of the ballots. 
The "Overvoted Ballot" ballots shall be placed in the "Duplicate Ballots" envelope. The ballots except 

any defective or overvoted ballot shall be placed separately in the box for return of the ballots. The 

judges of election shall examine the ballots to determine if any is damaged or defective so that it cannot 
be counted by the automatic tabulating equipment. If any ballot is damaged or defective so that it cannot 

properly be counted by the automatic tabulating equipment, the judges of election, consisting in each 

case of at least one judge of election of each of the 2 major political parties, shall make a true duplicate 
ballot of all votes on such ballot by using the ballot of the precinct and one of the marking devices, or 

equivalent ballot, of the precinct. The original ballot and ballot envelope shall be clearly labeled 

"Damaged Ballot" and the ballot so produced "Duplicate Damaged Ballot", and each shall bear the same 
number which shall be placed thereon by the judges of election, commencing with number 1 and 

continuing consecutively for the ballots of that kind in the precinct. The judges of election shall initial 
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the "Duplicate Damaged Ballot" ballot and shall place them in the box for return of the ballots. The 
"Damaged Ballot" ballots shall be placed in the "Duplicated Ballots" envelope. A slip indicating the 

number of voters voting in person and the total number of voters of the precinct who voted at the election 

shall be made out, signed by all judges of election, and inserted in the box for return of the ballots. The 
tally sheets recording the write-in votes shall be placed in this box. The judges of election immediately 

shall securely lock the ballot box or other suitable box furnished for return of the ballots by the election 

official in charge of the election; provided that if the box is not of a type which may be securely locked, 
the box shall be sealed with filament tape provided for the purpose which shall be wrapped around the 

box lengthwise and crosswise, at least twice each way. A separate adhesive seal label signed by each of 

the judges of election of the precinct shall be affixed to the box to cover any slot therein and to identify 
the box of the precinct; and if the box is sealed with filament tape as provided rather than locked, such 

tape shall be wrapped around the box as provided, but in such manner that the separate adhesive seal 
label affixed to the box and signed by the judges may not be removed without breaking the filament 

tape and disturbing the signature of the judges. Two of the judges of election, of different major political 

parties, shall by the most direct route transport the box for return of the ballots and enclosed ballots and 
returns to the central counting location designated by the election official in charge of the election. If, 

however, because of the lack of adequate parking facilities at the central counting location or for any 

other reason, it is impossible or impracticable for the boxes from all the polling places to be delivered 

directly to the central counting location, the election official in charge of the election may designate 

some other location to which the boxes shall be delivered by the 2 precinct judges. While at the other 

location the boxes shall be in the care and custody of one or more teams, each consisting of 4 persons, 
2 from each of the 2 major political parties, designated for such purpose by the election official in charge 

of elections from recommendations by the appropriate political party organizations. As soon as possible, 

the boxes shall be transported from the other location to the central counting location by one or more 
teams, each consisting of 4 persons, 2 from each of the 2 major political parties, designated for the 

purpose by the election official in charge of elections from recommendations by the appropriate political 

party organizations. 
 

        The "Defective Ballots" envelope, and "Duplicated Ballots" envelope each shall be  

     

securely sealed and the flap or end of each envelope signed by the precinct judges of election and 

returned to the central counting location with the box for return of the ballots, enclosed ballots and 
returns. 

 

        At the central counting location, a team of tally judges designated by the election  

     

official in charge of the election shall check the box returned containing the ballots to determine that all 
seals are intact, and shall open the box, check the voters' slip and compare the number of ballots so 

delivered against the total number of voters of the precinct who voted, remove the ballots and deliver 

them to the technicians operating the automatic tabulating equipment. Any discrepancies between the 
number of ballots and total number of voters shall be noted on a sheet furnished for that purpose and 

signed by the tally judges. 
 

        (3) A single ballot box, for the deposit of all votes cast, shall be used. Immediately  

     

after the closing of the polls, the precinct judges of election shall securely lock the ballot box; provided 

that if such box is not of a type which may be securely locked, the box shall be sealed with filament 

tape provided for the purpose which shall be wrapped around the box lengthwise and crosswise, at least 
twice each way. A separate adhesive seal label signed by each of the judges of election of the precinct 

shall be affixed to the box to cover any slot therein and to identify the box of the precinct; and if the box 

is sealed with filament tape as provided rather than locked, such tape shall be wrapped around the box 
as provided, but in a manner that the separate adhesive seal label affixed to the box and signed by the 

judges may not be removed without breaking the filament tape and disturbing the signature of the 

judges. Two of the judges of election, of different major political parties, shall by the most direct route 
transport the box for return of the ballots and enclosed vote by mail absentee and early ballots and 

returns to the central counting location designated by the election official in charge of the election. If 

however, because of the lack of adequate parking facilities at the central counting location or for some 
other reason, it is impossible or impracticable for the boxes from all the polling places to be delivered 

directly to the central counting location, the election official in charge of the election may designate 

some other location to which the boxes shall be delivered by the 2 precinct judges. While at the other 
location the boxes shall be in the care and custody of one or more teams, each consisting of 4 persons, 

2 from each of the 2 major political parties, designated for the purpose by the election official in charge 

of elections from recommendations by the appropriate political party organizations. As soon as possible, 
the boxes shall be transported from the other location to the central counting location by one or more 

teams, each consisting of 4 persons, 2 from each of the 2 major political parties, designated for the 
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purpose by the election official in charge of the election from recommendations by the appropriate 
political party organizations. 

 

        At the central counting location there shall be one or more teams of tally judges who  

     

possess the same qualifications as tally judges in election jurisdictions using paper ballots. The number 
of the teams shall be determined by the election authority. Each team shall consist of 5 tally judges, 3 

selected and approved by the county board from a certified list furnished by the chairman of the county 

central committee of the party with the majority of members on the county board and 2 selected and 
approved by the county board from a certified list furnished by the chairman of the county central 

committee of the party with the second largest number of members on the county board. At the central 

counting location a team of tally judges shall open the ballot box and canvass the votes polled to 
determine that the number of ballot sheets therein agree with the number of voters voting as shown by 

the applications for ballot and, if the same do not agree, the tally judges shall make such ballots agree 
with the number of applications for ballot in the manner provided by Section 17-18 of this Code. The 

tally judges shall then examine all ballot sheets that are in the ballot box to determine whether they bear 

the initials of the precinct judge of election. If any ballot is not initialed, it shall be marked on the back 
"Defective", initialed as to that label by all tally judges immediately under the word "Defective", and 

not counted, but placed in the envelope provided for that purpose labeled "Defective Ballots Envelope". 

An overvote for one office shall invalidate only the vote or count for that particular office. 
 

        At the central counting location, a team of tally judges designated by the election  

     

official in charge of the election shall deliver the ballot sheets to the technicians operating the automatic 

Precinct Tabulation Optical Scan Technology tabulating equipment. Any discrepancies between the 
number of ballots and total number of voters shall be noted on a sheet furnished for that purpose and 

signed by the tally judges. 
 

    (b) Regardless of which procedure described in subsection (a) of this Section is used, the judges of 
election designated to transport the ballots properly signed and sealed, shall ensure that the ballots are 

delivered to the central counting station no later than 12 hours after the polls close. At the central counting 

station, a team of tally judges designated by the election official in charge of the election shall examine 
the ballots so transported and shall not accept ballots for tabulating which are not signed and sealed as 

provided in subsection (a) of this Section until the judges transporting the ballots make and sign the 

necessary corrections. Upon acceptance of the ballots by a team of tally judges at the central counting 
station, the election judges transporting the ballots shall take a receipt signed by the election official in 

charge of the election and stamped with the date and time of acceptance. The election judges whose duty 

it is to transport any ballots shall, in the event the ballots cannot be found when needed, on proper request, 
produce the receipt which they are to take as above provided.  

(Source: P.A. 93-574, eff. 8-21-03; 94-645, eff. 8-22-05; 94-1000, eff. 7-3-06.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/24B-15.1)  
    Sec. 24B-15.1. Discovery recounts and election contests. Except as provided, discovery recounts and 

election contests shall be conducted as otherwise provided for in this Code. The automatic Precinct 

Tabulation Optical Scan Technology tabulating equipment shall be tested prior to the discovery recount 
or election contest as provided in Section 24B-9, and then the official ballots shall be recounted on the 

automatic tabulating equipment. In addition, (a) the ballots shall be checked for the presence or absence 

of judges' initials and other distinguishing marks, and (b) the ballots marked "Rejected", "Defective", 
"Objected To", "Early Ballot", and "Vote by Mail Absentee Ballot" shall be examined to determine the 

propriety of the labels, and (c) the "Duplicate Vote by Mail Absentee Ballots", "Duplicate Overvoted 

Ballots", "Duplicate Early Ballot", and "Duplicate Damaged Ballots" shall be compared with their 
respective originals to determine the correctness of the duplicates.  

    Any person who has filed a petition for discovery recount may request that a redundant count be 

conducted in those precincts in which the discovery recount is being conducted. The additional costs of a 
redundant count shall be borne by the requesting party.  

    The log of the computer operator and all materials retained by the election authority in relation to vote 

tabulation and canvass shall be made available for any discovery recount or election contest.  
(Source: P.A. 94-645, eff. 8-22-05.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/24C-1)  

    Sec. 24C-1. Purpose. The purpose of this Article is to authorize the use of Direct Recording Electronic 
Voting Systems approved by the State Board of Elections. In a Direct Recording Electronic Voting 

System, voters cast votes by means of a ballot display provided with mechanical or electro-optical devices 

that can be activated by the voters to mark their choices for the candidates of their preference and for or 
against public questions. Such voting devices shall be capable of instantaneously recording such votes, 

storing such votes, producing a permanent paper record and tabulating such votes at the precinct or at one 
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or more counting stations. This Article authorizes the use of Direct Recording Electronic Voting Systems 
for in-precinct counting applications and for early in-person absentee voting in the office of the election 

authority and in the offices of local officials authorized by the election authority to conduct such early 

absentee voting. All other early absentee ballots must be counted at the office of the election authority.  
(Source: P.A. 93-574, eff. 8-21-03.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/24C-6)  

    Sec. 24C-6. Ballot Information; Arrangement; Direct Recording Electronic Voting System; Vote by 
Mail Absentee Ballots; Spoiled Ballots. The ballot information, shall, as far as practicable, be in the order 

of arrangement provided for paper ballots, except that the information may be in vertical or horizontal 

rows, or on a number of separate pages or display screens.  
    Ballots for all public questions to be voted on should be provided in a similar manner and must be 

arranged on the ballot in the places provided for such purposes. All public questions, including but not 
limited to public questions calling for a constitutional convention, constitutional amendment, or judicial 

retention, shall be placed on the ballot separate and apart from candidates. Ballots for all public questions 

shall be clearly designated by borders or different color screens. More than one amendment to the 
constitution may be placed on the same portion of the ballot sheet. Constitutional convention or 

constitutional amendment propositions shall be placed on a separate portion of the ballot and designated 

by borders or unique color screens, unless otherwise provided by administrative rule of the State Board of 

Elections. More than one public question may be placed on the same portion of the ballot. More than one 

proposition for retention of judges in office may be placed on the same portion of the ballot.  

    The party affiliation, if any, of each candidate or the word "independent", where applicable, shall appear 
near or under the candidate's name, and the names of candidates for the same office shall be listed vertically 

under the title of that office. In the case of nonpartisan elections for officers of political subdivisions, 

unless the statute or an ordinance adopted pursuant to Article VII of the Constitution requires otherwise, 
the listing of nonpartisan candidates shall not include any party or "independent" designation. If no 

candidate or candidates file for an office and if no person or persons file a declaration as a write-in 

candidate for that office, then below the title of that office the election authority shall print "No Candidate". 
In primary elections, a separate ballot shall be used for each political party holding a primary, with the 

ballot arranged to include names of the candidates of the party and public questions and other propositions 

to be voted upon on the day of the primary election.  
    If the ballot includes both candidates for office and public questions or propositions to be voted on, the 

election official in charge of the election shall divide the ballot in sections for "Candidates" and "Public 

Questions", or separate ballots may be used.  
    Any voter who spoils his or her ballot, makes an error, or has a ballot rejected by the automatic tabulating 

equipment shall be provided a means of correcting the ballot or obtaining a new ballot prior to casting his 

or her ballot.  
    Any election authority using a Direct Recording Electronic Voting System may use voting systems 

approved for use under Articles 24A or 24B of this Code in conducting early absentee voting in the office 

of the election authority or voted by mail.  
(Source: P.A. 95-862, eff. 8-19-08.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/24C-11)  

    Sec. 24C-11. Functional requirements. A Direct Recording Electronic Voting System shall, in addition 
to satisfying the other requirements of this Article, fulfill the following functional requirements:  

    (a) Provide a voter in a primary election with the means of casting a ballot containing votes for any and 

all candidates of the party or parties of his or her choice, and for any and all non-partisan candidates and 
public questions and preclude the voter from voting for any candidate of any other political party except 

when legally permitted. In a general election, the system shall provide the voter with means of selecting 

the appropriate number of candidates for any office, and of voting on any public question on the ballot to 
which he or she is entitled to vote.  

    (b) If a voter is not entitled to vote for particular candidates or public questions appearing on the ballot, 

the system shall prevent the selection of the prohibited votes.  
    (c) Once the proper ballot has been selected, the system devices shall provide a means of enabling the 

recording of votes and the casting of said ballot.  

    (d) System voting devices shall provide voting choices that are clear to the voter and labels indicating 
the names of every candidate and the text of every public question on the voter's ballot. Each label shall 

identify the selection button or switch, or the active area of the ballot associated with it. The system shall 

be able to incorporate minimal, easy-to-follow on-screen instruction for the voter on how to cast a ballot.  
    (e) Voting devices shall (i) enable the voter to vote for any and all candidates and public questions 

appearing on the ballot for which the voter is lawfully entitled to vote, in any legal number and 
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combination; (ii) detect and reject all votes for an office or upon a public question when the voter has cast 
more votes for the office or upon the public question than the voter is entitled to cast; (iii) notify the voter 

if the voter's choices as recorded on the ballot for an office or public question are fewer than or exceed the 

number that the voter is entitled to vote for on that office or public question and the effect of casting more 
or fewer votes than legally permitted; (iv) notify the voter if the voter has failed to completely cast a vote 

for an office or public question appearing on the ballot; and (v) permit the voter, in a private and 

independent manner, to verify the votes selected by the voter, to change the ballot or to correct any error 
on the ballot before the ballot is completely cast and counted. A means shall be provided to indicate each 

selection after it has been made or canceled.  

    (f) System voting devices shall provide a means for the voter to signify that the selection of candidates 
and public questions has been completed. Upon activation, the system shall record an image of the 

completed ballot, increment the proper ballot position registers, and shall signify to the voter that the ballot 
has been cast. The system shall then prevent any further attempt to vote until it has been reset or re-enabled 

by a judge of election.  

    (g) Each system voting device shall be equipped with a public counter that can be set to zero prior to 
the opening of the polling place, and that records the number of ballots cast at a particular election. The 

counter shall be incremented only by the casting of a ballot. The counter shall be designed to prevent 

disabling or resetting by other than authorized persons after the polls close. The counter shall be visible to 

all judges of election so long as the device is installed at the polling place.  

    (h) Each system voting device shall be equipped with a protective counter that records all of the testing 

and election ballots cast since the unit was built. This counter shall be designed so that its reading cannot 
be changed by any cause other than the casting of a ballot. The protective counter shall be incapable of 

ever being reset and it shall be visible at all times when the device is configured for testing, maintenance, 

or election use.  
    (i) All system devices shall provide a means of preventing further voting once the polling place has 

closed and after all eligible voters have voted. Such means of control shall incorporate a visible indication 

of system status. Each device shall prevent any unauthorized use, prevent tampering with ballot labels and 
preclude its re-opening once the poll closing has been completed for that election.  

    (j) The system shall produce a printed summary report of the votes cast upon each voting device. Until 

the proper sequence of events associated with closing the polling place has been completed, the system 
shall not allow the printing of a report or the extraction of data. The printed report shall also contain all 

system audit information to be required by the election authority. Data shall not be altered or otherwise 

destroyed by report generation and the system shall ensure the integrity and security of data for a period 
of at least 6 months after the polls close.  

    (k) If more than one voting device is used in a polling place, the system shall provide a means to 

manually or electronically consolidate the data from all such units into a single report even if different 
voting systems are used to record early absentee ballots. The system shall also be capable of merging the 

vote tabulation results produced by other vote tabulation systems, if necessary.  

    (l) System functions shall be implemented such that unauthorized access to them is prevented and the 
execution of authorized functions in an improper sequence is precluded. System functions shall be 

executable only in the intended manner and order, and only under the intended conditions. If the 

preconditions to a system function have not been met, the function shall be precluded from executing by 
the system's control logic.  

    (m) All system voting devices shall incorporate at least 3 memories in the machine itself and in its 

programmable memory devices.  
    (n) The system shall include capabilities of recording and reporting the date and time of normal and 

abnormal events and of maintaining a permanent record of audit information that cannot be turned off. 

Provisions shall be made to detect and record significant events (e.g., casting a ballot, error conditions that 
cannot be disposed of by the system itself, time-dependent or programmed events that occur without the 

intervention of the voter or a judge of election).  

    (o) The system and each system voting device must be capable of creating, printing and maintaining a 
permanent paper record and an electronic image of each ballot that is cast such that records of individual 

ballots are maintained by a subsystem independent and distinct from the main vote detection, 

interpretation, processing and reporting path. The electronic images of each ballot must protect the 
integrity of the data and the anonymity of each voter, for example, by means of storage location 

scrambling. The ballot image records may be either machine-readable or manually transcribed, or both, at 

the discretion of the election authority.  
    (p) The system shall include built-in test, measurement and diagnostic software and hardware for 

detecting and reporting the system's status and degree of operability.  
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    (q) The system shall contain provisions for maintaining the integrity of memory voting and audit data 
during an election and for a period of at least 6 months thereafter and shall provide the means for creating 

an audit trail.  

    (r) The system shall be fully accessible so as to permit blind or visually impaired voters as well as 
physically disabled voters to exercise their right to vote in private and without assistance.  

    (s) The system shall provide alternative language accessibility if required pursuant to Section 203 of the 

Voting Rights Act of 1965.  
    (t) Each voting device shall enable a voter to vote for a person whose name does not appear on the 

ballot.  

    (u) The system shall record and count accurately each vote properly cast for or against any candidate 
and for or against any public question, including the names of all candidates whose names are written in 

by the voters.  
    (v) The system shall allow for accepting provisional ballots and for separating such provisional ballots 

from precinct totals until authorized by the election authority.  

    (w) The system shall provide an effective audit trail as defined in Section 24C-2 in this Code.  
    (x) The system shall be suitably designed for the purpose used, be durably constructed, and be designed 

for safety, accuracy and efficiency.  

    (y) The system shall comply with all provisions of federal, State and local election laws and regulations 

and any future modifications to those laws and regulations.  

(Source: P.A. 95-699, eff. 11-9-07.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/24C-13)  
    Sec. 24C-13. Vote by Mail Absentee ballots; Early voting ballots; Proceedings at Location for Central 

Counting; Employees; Approval of List.  

    (a) All jurisdictions using Direct Recording Electronic Voting Systems shall use paper ballots or paper 
ballot sheets approved for use under Articles 16, 24A or 24B of this Code when conducting vote by mail 

absentee voting except that Direct Recording Electronic Voting Systems may be used for in-person 

absentee voting conducted pursuant to Section 19-2.1 of this Code. All vote by mail absentee ballots shall 
be counted at the central ballot counting location of the election authority. The provisions of Section 24A-

9, 24B-9 and 24C-9 of this Code shall apply to the testing and notice requirements for central count 

tabulation equipment, including comparing the signature on the ballot envelope with the signature of the 
voter on the permanent voter registration record card taken from the master file. Vote results shall be 

recorded by precinct and shall be added to the vote results for the precinct in which the vote by mail absent 

voter was eligible to vote prior to completion of the official canvass.  
    (b) All proceedings at the location for central counting shall be under the direction of the county clerk 

or board of election commissioners. Except for any specially trained technicians required for the operation 

of the Direct Recording Electronic Voting System, the employees at the counting station shall be equally 
divided between members of the 2 leading political parties and all duties performed by the employees shall 

be by teams consisting of an equal number of members of each political party. Thirty days before an 

election the county clerk or board of election commissioners shall submit to the chairman of each political 
party, for his or her approval or disapproval, a list of persons of his or her party proposed to be employed. 

If a chairman fails to notify the election authority of his or her disapproval of any proposed employee 

within a period of 10 days thereafter the list shall be deemed approved.  
(Source: P.A. 93-574, eff. 8-21-03; 94-645, eff. 8-22-05; 94-1000, eff. 7-3-06.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/24C-15)  

    Sec. 24C-15. Official Return of Precinct; Check of Totals; Audit. The precinct return printed by the 
Direct Recording Electronic Voting System tabulating equipment shall include the number of ballots cast 

and votes cast for each candidate and public question and shall constitute the official return of each 

precinct. In addition to the precinct return, the election authority shall provide the number of applications 
for ballots in each precinct, the total number of ballots and vote by mail absentee ballots counted in each 

precinct for each political subdivision and district and the number of registered voters in each precinct. 

However, the election authority shall check the totals shown by the precinct return and, if there is an 
obvious discrepancy regarding the total number of votes cast in any precinct, shall have the ballots for that 

precinct audited to correct the return. The procedures for this audit shall apply prior to and after the 

proclamation is completed; however, after the proclamation of results, the election authority must obtain 
a court order to unseal voted ballots or voting devices except for election contests and discovery recounts. 

The certificate of results, which has been prepared and signed by the judges of election after the ballots 

have been tabulated, shall be the document used for the canvass of votes for such precinct. Whenever a 
discrepancy exists during the canvass of votes between the unofficial results and the certificate of results, 

or whenever a discrepancy exists during the canvass of votes between the certificate of results and the set 
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of totals reflected on the certificate of results, the ballots for that precinct shall be audited to correct the 
return.  

    Prior to the proclamation, the election authority shall test the voting devices and equipment in 5% of 

the precincts within the election jurisdiction, as well as 5% of the voting devices used in early voting. The 
precincts and the voting devices to be tested shall be selected after election day on a random basis by the 

State Board of Elections, so that every precinct and every device used in early voting in the election 

jurisdiction has an equal mathematical chance of being selected. The State Board of Elections shall design 
a standard and scientific random method of selecting the precincts and voting devices that are to be tested. 

The State central committee chairman of each established political party shall be given prior written notice 

of the time and place of the random selection procedure and may be represented at the procedure.  
    The test shall be conducted by counting the votes marked on the permanent paper record of each ballot 

cast in the tested precinct printed by the voting system at the time that each ballot was cast and comparing 
the results of this count with the results shown by the certificate of results prepared by the Direct Recording 

Electronic Voting System in the test precinct. The election authority shall test count these votes either by 

hand or by using an automatic tabulating device other than a Direct Recording Electronic voting device 
that has been approved by the State Board of Elections for that purpose and tested before use to ensure 

accuracy. The election authority shall print the results of each test count. If any error is detected, the cause 

shall be determined and corrected, and an errorless count shall be made prior to the official canvass and 

proclamation of election results. If an errorless count cannot be conducted and there continues to be 

difference in vote results between the certificate of results produced by the Direct Recording Electronic 

Voting System and the count of the permanent paper records or if an error was detected and corrected, the 
election authority shall immediately prepare and forward to the appropriate canvassing board a written 

report explaining the results of the test and any errors encountered and the report shall be made available 

for public inspection.  
    The State Board of Elections, the State's Attorney and other appropriate law enforcement agencies, the 

county chairman of each established political party and qualified civic organizations shall be given prior 

written notice of the time and place of the test and may be represented at the test.  
    The results of this post-election test shall be treated in the same manner and have the same effect as the 

results of the discovery procedures set forth in Section 22-9.1 of this Code.  

(Source: P.A. 97-81, eff. 7-5-11.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/25-7) (from Ch. 46, par. 25-7)  

    Sec. 25-7. (a) When any vacancy shall occur in the office of representative in congress from this state 

more than 180 days before the next general election, the Governor shall issue a writ of election within 5 
days after the occurrence of that vacancy to the county clerks of the several counties in the district where 

the vacancy exists, appointing a day within 115 days of issuance of the writ to hold a special election to 

fill such vacancy.  
    (b) Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this Section or any other law to the contrary, a special election to 

fill a vacancy in the office of representative in congress occurring less than 60 days following the 2012 

general election shall be held as provided in this subsection (b). A special primary election shall be held 
on February 26, 2013, and a special election shall be held on April 9, 2013.  

    Except as provided in this subsection (b), the provisions of Article 7 of this Code are applicable to 

petitions for the special primary election and special election. Petitions for nomination in accordance with 
Article 7 shall be filed in the principal office of the State Board of Elections not more than 54 and not less 

than 50 days prior to the date of the special primary election, excluding Saturday and Sunday. Petitions 

for the nomination of independent candidates and candidates of new political parties shall be filed in the 
principal office of the State Board of Elections not more than 68 and not less than 64 days prior to the date 

of the special election, excluding Saturday and Sunday.  

    Except as provided in this subsection, the State Board of Elections shall have authority to establish, in 
conjunction with the impacted election authorities, an election calendar for the special election and special 

primary.  

    If an election authority is unable to have a sufficient number of ballots printed so that ballots will be 
available for mailing at least 46 days prior to the special primary election or special election to persons 

who have filed an application for a ballot under the provisions of Article 20 of this Code, the election 

authority shall, no later than 45 days prior to each election, mail to each of those persons a Special Write-
in Vote by Mail Absentee Voter's Blank Ballot in accordance with Section 16-5.01 of this Code. The 

election authority shall advise those persons that the names of candidates to be nominated or elected shall 

be available on the election authority's website and shall provide a phone number the person may call to 
request the names of the candidates for nomination or election.  

(Source: P.A. 97-1134, eff. 12-3-12.)  
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    (10 ILCS 5/28-9) (from Ch. 46, par. 28-9)  
    Sec. 28-9. Petitions for proposed amendments to Article IV of the Constitution pursuant to Section 3, 

Article XIV of the Constitution shall be signed by a number of electors equal in number to at least 8% of 

the total votes cast for candidates for Governor in the preceding gubernatorial election. Such petition shall 
have been signed by the petitioning electors not more than 24 months preceding the general election at 

which the proposed amendment is to be submitted and shall be filed with the Secretary of State at least 6 

months before that general election.  
    Upon receipt of a petition for a proposed Constitutional amendment, the Secretary of State shall, as soon 

as is practicable, but no later than the close of the next business day, deliver such petition to the State 

Board of Elections.  
    Petitions for advisory questions of public policy to be submitted to the voters of the entire State shall be 

signed by a number of voters equal in number to 8% of the total votes cast for candidates for Governor in 
the preceding gubernatorial election. Such petition shall have been signed by said petitioners not more 

than 24 months preceding the date of the general election at which the question is to be submitted and shall 

be filed with the State Board of Elections at least 6 months before that general election.  
    The proponents of the proposed statewide advisory public question shall file the original petition in 

bound election jurisdiction sections. Each section shall be composed of consecutively numbered petition 

sheets containing only the signatures of registered voters of a single election jurisdiction and, at the top of 

each petition sheet, the name of the election jurisdiction shall be typed or printed in block letters; provided 

that, if the name of the election jurisdiction is not so printed, the election jurisdiction of the circulator of 

that petition sheet shall be controlling with respect to the signatures on that sheet. Any petition sheets not 
consecutively numbered or which contain duplicate page numbers already used on other sheets, or are 

photocopies or duplicates of the original sheets, shall not be considered part of the petition for the purpose 

of the random sampling verification and shall not be counted toward the minimum number of signatures 
required to qualify the proposed statewide advisory public question for the ballot.  

    Within 7 business days following the last day for filing the original petition, the proponents shall also 

file copies of the sectioned election jurisdiction petition sheets with each proper election authority and 
obtain a receipt therefor.  

    For purposes of this Act, the following terms shall be defined and construed as follows:  

    1. "Board" means the State Board of Elections.  
    2. "Election Authority" means a county clerk or city or county board of election commissioners.  

    3. (Blank). "Election Jurisdiction" means (a) an entire county, in the case of a county in which no city 

board of election commissioners is located or which is under the jurisdiction of a county board of election 
commissioners; (b) the territorial jurisdiction of a city board of election commissioners; and (c) the 

territory in a county outside of the jurisdiction of a city board of election commissioners. In each instance 

election jurisdiction shall be determined according to which election authority maintains the permanent 
registration records of qualified electors.  

    4. "Proponents" means any person, association, committee, organization or other group, or their 

designated representatives, who advocate and cause the circulation and filing of petitions for a statewide 
advisory question of public policy or a proposed constitutional amendment for submission at a general 

election and who has registered with the Board as provided in this Act.  

    5. "Opponents" means any person, association, committee, organization or other group, or their 
designated representatives, who oppose a statewide advisory question of public policy or a proposed 

constitutional amendment for submission at a general election and who have registered with the Board as 

provided in this Act.  
(Source: P.A. 97-81, eff. 7-5-11.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/29-5) (from Ch. 46, par. 29-5)  

    Sec. 29-5. Voting more than once. Any person who, having voted once, knowingly on the same election 
day where the ballot or machine lists any of the same candidates and issues listed on the ballot or machine 

previously used for voting by that person, (a) files an application to vote in the same or another polling 

place, or (b) accepts a ballot or enters a voting machine (except to legally give assistance pursuant to the 
provisions of this Code), shall be guilty of a Class 3 felony; however, if a person has delivered a ballot or 

ballots to an election authority as a vote by mail an absentee voter and due to a change of circumstances 

is able to and does vote in the precinct of his residence on election day, shall not be deemed to be in 
violation of this Code.  

(Source: P.A. 83-755.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/29-20) (from Ch. 46, par. 29-20)  
    Sec. 29-20. Vote by Mail Absentee ballots - violations. A person is guilty of a Class 3 felony who 

knowingly:  
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        (1) Solicits another person, knowing that the person is not legally qualified to vote as a vote by mail 
an absent voter, to apply for an absentee ballot;  

        (2) Solicits another person, knowing that the person is not legally qualified to vote as a vote by mail 

an absent voter, to cast a ballot as a vote by mail an absent voter;  
        (3) Intimidates or unduly influences another person to cast a vote by mail an absentee ballot in a 

manner  

     inconsistent with the voter's intent; or 
 

        (4) Marks or tampers with a vote by mail an absentee ballot of another person or takes a vote by mail 

an absentee ballot of another person  

     in violation of Section 19-6 so that an opportunity for fraudulent marking or tampering is created. 
 

(Source: P.A. 89-653, eff. 8-14-96.)  

     (10 ILCS 5/19-2.1 rep.)     (10 ILCS 5/19-2.2 rep.)     (10 ILCS 5/28-10 rep.)  
    Section 10. The Election Code is amended by repealing Sections 19-2.1, 19-2.2, and 28-10. 

  

    Section 15. The Illinois Identification Card Act is amended by changing Section 11 as follows: 
    (15 ILCS 335/11) (from Ch. 124, par. 31)  

    Sec. 11. The Secretary may make a search of his records and furnish information as to whether a person 

has a current Standard Illinois Identification Card or an Illinois Person with a Disability Identification 

Card then on file, upon receipt of a written application therefor accompanied with the prescribed fee. 

However, the Secretary may not disclose medical information concerning an individual to any person, 

public agency, private agency, corporation or governmental body unless the individual has submitted a 
written request for the information or unless the individual has given prior written consent for the release 

of the information to a specific person or entity. This exception shall not apply to: (1) offices and 

employees of the Secretary who have a need to know the medical information in performance of their 
official duties, or (2) orders of a court of competent jurisdiction. When medical information is disclosed 

by the Secretary in accordance with the provisions of this Section, no liability shall rest with the Office of 

the Secretary of State as the information is released for informational purposes only. 
    The Secretary may release personally identifying information or highly restricted personal information 

only to: 

        (1) officers and employees of the Secretary who have a need to know that information; 
        (2) other governmental agencies for use in their official governmental functions; 

        (3) law enforcement agencies that need the information for a criminal or civil  

     investigation; 
 

        (3-5) the State Board of Elections for the sole purpose of providing the signatures required  

     

by a local election authority to register a voter through an online voter registration system or as may be 

required by an agreement the State Board of Elections has entered into with a multi-state voter 
registration list maintenance system; or  

 

        (4) any entity that the Secretary has authorized, by rule, to receive this information. 

    The Secretary may not disclose an individual's social security number or any associated information 
obtained from the Social Security Administration without the written request or consent of the individual 

except: (i) to officers and employees of the Secretary who have a need to know the social security number 

in the performance of their official duties; (ii) to law enforcement officials for a lawful civil or criminal 
law enforcement investigation if the head of the law enforcement agency has made a written request to the 

Secretary specifying the law enforcement investigation for which the social security number is being 

sought; (iii) under a lawful court order signed by a judge; or (iv) to the Illinois Department of Veterans' 
Affairs for the purpose of confirming veteran status.  

(Source: P.A. 97-739, eff. 1-1-13; 97-1064, eff. 1-1-13; 98-115, eff. 7-29-13; 98-463, eff. 8-16-13.)  

  
    Section 20. The Revised Cities and Villages Act of 1941 is amended by changing Section 21-28 as 

follows: 

    (65 ILCS 20/21-28) (from Ch. 24, par. 21-28)  
    Sec. 21-28. Nomination by petition.  

    (a) All nominations for alderman of any ward in the city shall be by petition. All petitions for nominations 

of candidates shall be signed by such a number of legal voters of the ward as will aggregate not less than 
4% of all the votes cast for alderman in such ward at the last preceding general election. For the election 

following the redistricting of wards , and each election thereafter until the next redistricting of wards, 

petitions for nominations of candidates shall be signed by the number of legal voters of the ward as will 
aggregate not less than 4% of the total number of votes cast for mayor at the last preceding municipal 

election divided by the number of wards.  
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    (b) All nominations for mayor, city clerk, and city treasurer in the city shall be by petition. Each petition 
for nomination of a candidate must be signed by at least 12,500 legal voters of the city.  

    (c) All such petitions, and procedure with respect thereto, shall conform in other respects to the 

provisions of the election and ballot laws then in force in the city of Chicago concerning the nomination 
of independent candidates for public office by petition. The method of nomination herein provided is 

exclusive of and replaces all other methods heretofore provided by law.  

(Source: P.A. 98-115, eff. 7-29-13.)".  

AMENDMENT NO. 2 TO SENATE BILL 172 

      AMENDMENT NO.   2   . Amend Senate Bill 172 by replacing everything after the enacting clause 
with the following:  

  
    "Section 5. The Election Code is amended by changing Sections 1-3.5, 1-9, 1-12, 1A-8, 1A-16, 1A-

16.5, 1A-25, 3-6, 4-6.3, 4-10, 4-50, 4-105, 5-9, 5-16.3, 5-50, 5-105, 6-29, 6-50.3, 6-100, 6-105, 7-15, 7-

34, 10-7, 10-9, 11-4.1, 11-7, 12-1, 13-1, 13-1.1, 13-2, 13-10, 14-3.1, 14-3.2, 16-5.01, 17-8, 17-9, 17-18.1, 
17-19.2, 17-21, 17-23, 17-29, 18-5, 18-9.2, 18A-5, 18A-15, 19-2, 19-3, 19-4, 19-5, 19-6, 19-7, 19-8, 19-

10, 19-12.1, 19-12.2, 19-13, 19-15, 19-20, 19A-10, 19A-15, 19A-25, 19A-35, 19A-75, 20-1, 20-2, 20-2.1, 

20-2.2, 20-2.3, 20-3, 20-4, 20-5, 20-6, 20-7, 20-8, 20-10, 20-13, 20-13.1, 20-25, 24-15, 24-16, 24A-6, 

24A-10, 24A-15.1, 24B-6, 24B-10, 24B-15.1, 24C-1, 24C-6, 24C-11, 24C-13, 24C-15, 25-7, 28-9, 29-5, 

29-20, and the heading of Article 19 and by adding Sections 1-9.1, 1-9.2, 1A-16.6, 1A-16.8, 1A-45, 18A-

218, 18A-218.10, 18A-218.20, 18A-218.30, and 18A-218.40, as follows: 
    (10 ILCS 5/1-3.5 new)  

    Sec. 1-3.5. Absentee voting. Any references to absentee ballots, absentee voters, absentee registration, 

or absentee voting procedures in this Code shall be construed to refer to vote by mail ballots, persons who 
vote by mail, registration by mail, or voting by mail. 

    (10 ILCS 5/1-9)  

    Sec. 1-9. Central counting of grace period, early, vote by mail absentee, and provisional ballots. 
Notwithstanding any statutory provision to the contrary enacted before the effective date of this 

amendatory Act of the 94th General Assembly, all grace period ballots, early voting ballots, vote by mail 

absentee ballots, and provisional ballots to be counted shall be delivered to and counted at an election 
authority's central ballot counting location and not in precincts. References in this Code enacted before the 

effective date of this amendatory Act of the 94th General Assembly to delivery and counting of grace 

period ballots, early voting ballots, vote by mail absentee ballots, or provisional ballots to or at a precinct 
polling place or to the proper polling place shall be construed as references to delivery and counting of 

those ballots to and at the election authority's central ballot counting location.  

(Source: P.A. 94-1000, eff. 7-3-06.) 
    (10 ILCS 5/1-9.1 new)  

    Sec. 1-9.1. Ballot counting information dissemination. Each election authority maintaining a website 

must provide 24-hour notice on its website of the date, time, and location of the analysis, processing, and 
counting of all ballot forms. Each election authority must notify any political party or pollwatcher of the 

same information 24 hours before the count begins if such political party or pollwatcher has requested to 

be notified. Notification may be by electronic mail at the address provided by the requester. 
    (10 ILCS 5/1-9.2 new)  

    Sec. 1-9.2. Uncounted ballot information on website. No later than 48 hours after the closing of polling 

locations on election day, each election authority maintaining a website shall post the number of ballots 
that remain uncounted. The posting shall separate the number of ballots yet to be counted into the following 

categories: ballots cast on election day, early voting ballots, provisional ballots, vote by mail ballots 

received by the election authority but not counted, and vote by mail ballots sent by the election authority 
but have not been returned to the election authority. This information shall be updated on the website of 

the election authority each day until the period for counting provisional and vote by mail ballots has ended. 

All election authorities, regardless of whether they maintain a website, shall share the same information, 
separated in the same manner, with the State Board of Elections no later than 48 hours after the closing of 

polling locations on election day and each business day thereafter until the period for counting provisional 

and vote by mail ballots has ended. 
    (10 ILCS 5/1-12)  

    Sec. 1-12. Public university voting.  

    (a) Each appropriate election authority shall, in addition to the early voting conducted at locations 
otherwise required by law, conduct early voting, grace period registration, and grace period voting at the 

student union in a high traffic location on the campus of a public university within the election authority's 
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jurisdiction. The voting required by this subsection (a) to be conducted on campus must be conducted from 
the 6th day before a general primary or general election until and including the 4th day before a general 

primary or general election from 10:00 a.m. to 5 p.m. and as otherwise required by Article 19A of this 

Code, except that the voting required by this subsection (a) need not be conducted during a consolidated 
primary or consolidated election. If an election authority has voting equipment that can accommodate a 

ballot in every form required in the election authority's jurisdiction, then the election authority shall extend 

early voting and grace period registration and voting under this Section to any registered voter in the 
election authority's jurisdiction. However, if the election authority does not have voting equipment that 

can accommodate a ballot in every form required in the election authority's jurisdiction, then the election 

authority may limit early voting and grace period registration and voting under this Section to registered 
voters in precincts where the public university is located and precincts bordering the university. Each 

public university shall make the space available at the student union in a high traffic area for, and cooperate 
and coordinate with the appropriate election authority in, the implementation of this subsection (a).  

    (b) (Blank). Each appropriate election authority shall, in addition to the voting conducted at locations 

otherwise required by law, conduct in-person absentee voting on election day in a high-traffic location on 
the campus of a public university within the election authority's jurisdiction. The procedures for 

conducting in-person absentee voting at a site established pursuant to this subsection (b) shall, to the extent 

practicable, be the same procedures required by Article 19 of this Code for in-person absentee ballots. The 

election authority may limit in-person absentee voting under this subsection (b) to registered voters in 

precincts where the public university is located and precincts bordering the university. The election 

authority shall have voting equipment and ballots necessary to accommodate registered voters who may 
cast an in-person absentee ballot at a site established pursuant to this subsection (b). Each public university 

shall make the space available in a high-traffic area for, and cooperate and coordinate with the appropriate 

election authority in, the implementation of this subsection (b). 
    (c) For the purposes of this Section, "public university" means the University of Illinois, Illinois State 

University, Chicago State University, Governors State University, Southern Illinois University, Northern 

Illinois University, Eastern Illinois University, Western Illinois University, and Northeastern Illinois 
University the University of Illinois at its campuses in Urbana-Champaign and Springfield, Southern 

Illinois University at its campuses in Carbondale and Edwardsville, Eastern Illinois University, Illinois 

State University, Northern Illinois University, and Western Illinois University at its campuses in Macomb 
and Moline.  

    (d) For the purposes of this Section, "student union" means the Student Center at 750 S. Halsted on the 

University of Illinois-Chicago campus; the Public Affair Center at the University of Illinois at Springfield 
or a new building completed after the effective date of this Act housing student government at the 

University of Illinois at Springfield; the Illini Union at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; 

the SIUC Center at the Southern Illinois University at Carbondale campus; the Morris University Center 
at the Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville campus; the University Union at the Western Illinois 

University at the Macomb campus; the Holmes Student Center at the Northern Illinois University campus; 

the University Union at the Eastern Illinois University campus; NEIU Student Union at the Northeastern 
Illinois University campus; the Bone Student Center at the Illinois State University campus; the Cordell 

Reed Student Union at the Chicago State University campus; and the Hall of Governors in Building D at 

the Governors State University campus.  
(Source: P.A. 98-115, eff. 7-29-13; 98-691, eff. 7-1-14.) 

    (10 ILCS 5/1A-8) (from Ch. 46, par. 1A-8)  

    Sec. 1A-8. The State Board of Elections shall exercise the following powers and perform the following 
duties in addition to any powers or duties otherwise provided for by law:  

        (1) Assume all duties and responsibilities of the State Electoral Board and the  

     Secretary of State as heretofore provided in this Act; 
 

        (2) Disseminate information to and consult with election authorities concerning the  

     
conduct of elections and registration in accordance with the laws of this State and the laws of the United 

States; 
 

        (3) Furnish to each election authority prior to each primary and general election and  

     

any other election it deems necessary, a manual of uniform instructions consistent with the provisions 

of this Act which shall be used by election authorities in the preparation of the official manual of 
instruction to be used by the judges of election in any such election. In preparing such manual, the State 

Board shall consult with representatives of the election authorities throughout the State. The State Board 

may provide separate portions of the uniform instructions applicable to different election jurisdictions 
which administer elections under different options provided by law. The State Board may by regulation 

require particular portions of the uniform instructions to be included in any official manual of 
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instructions published by election authorities. Any manual of instructions published by any election 
authority shall be identical with the manual of uniform instructions issued by the Board, but may be 

adapted by the election authority to accommodate special or unusual local election problems, provided 

that all manuals published by election authorities must be consistent with the provisions of this Act in 
all respects and must receive the approval of the State Board of Elections prior to publication; provided 

further that if the State Board does not approve or disapprove of a proposed manual within 60 days of 

its submission, the manual shall be deemed approved. 
 

        (4) Prescribe and require the use of such uniform forms, notices, and other supplies not  

     
inconsistent with the provisions of this Act as it shall deem advisable which shall be used by election 

authorities in the conduct of elections and registrations; 
 

        (5) Prepare and certify the form of ballot for any proposed amendment to the  

     
Constitution of the State of Illinois, or any referendum to be submitted to the electors throughout the 
State or, when required to do so by law, to the voters of any area or unit of local government of the 

State; 
 

        (6) Require such statistical reports regarding the conduct of elections and registration  
     from election authorities as may be deemed necessary; 

 

        (7) Review and inspect procedures and records relating to conduct of elections and  

     
registration as may be deemed necessary, and to report violations of election laws to the appropriate 

State's Attorney or the Attorney General; 
 

        (8) Recommend to the General Assembly legislation to improve the administration of  

     elections and registration; 
 

        (9) Adopt, amend or rescind rules and regulations in the performance of its duties  

     
provided that all such rules and regulations must be consistent with the provisions of this Article 1A or 

issued pursuant to authority otherwise provided by law; 
 

        (10) Determine the validity and sufficiency of petitions filed under Article XIV,  

     Section 3, of the Constitution of the State of Illinois of 1970; 
 

        (11) Maintain in its principal office a research library that includes, but is not  

     

limited to, abstracts of votes by precinct for general primary elections and general elections, current 

precinct maps and current precinct poll lists from all election jurisdictions within the State. The research 

library shall be open to the public during regular business hours. Such abstracts, maps and lists shall be 
preserved as permanent records and shall be available for examination and copying at a reasonable cost; 

 

        (12) Supervise the administration of the registration and election laws throughout the  

     State; 
 

        (13) Obtain from the Department of Central Management Services, under Section 405-250 of  

     

the Department of Central Management Services Law (20 ILCS 405/405-250), such use of electronic 

data processing equipment as may be required to perform the duties of the State Board of Elections and 
to provide election-related information to candidates, public and party officials, interested civic 

organizations and the general public in a timely and efficient manner; and 
 

        (14) To take such action as may be necessary or required to give effect to directions of  

     

the national committee or State central committee of an established political party under Sections 7-8, 

7-11 and 7-14.1 or such other provisions as may be applicable pertaining to the selection of delegates 

and alternate delegates to an established political party's national nominating conventions or, 
notwithstanding any candidate certification schedule contained within the Election Code, the 

certification of the Presidential and Vice Presidential candidate selected by the established political 

party's national nominating convention; . 
 

        (15) To post all early voting sites separated by election authority and hours of operation on its website 

at least 5 business days before the period for early voting begins; and  

        (16) To post on its website the statewide totals, and totals separated by each election authority, for 
each of the counts received pursuant to Section 1-9.2.  

    The Board may by regulation delegate any of its duties or functions under this Article, except that final 

determinations and orders under this Article shall be issued only by the Board.  
    The requirement for reporting to the General Assembly shall be satisfied by filing copies of the report 

with the Speaker, the Minority Leader and the Clerk of the House of Representatives and the President, 

the Minority Leader and the Secretary of the Senate and the Legislative Research Unit, as required by 
Section 3.1 of "An Act to revise the law in relation to the General Assembly", approved February 25, 1874, 

as amended, and filing such additional copies with the State Government Report Distribution Center for 

the General Assembly as is required under paragraph (t) of Section 7 of the State Library Act.  
(Source: P.A. 95-6, eff. 6-20-07; 95-699, eff. 11-9-07.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/1A-16)  
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    Sec. 1A-16. Voter registration information; Internet posting; processing of voter registration forms; 
content of such forms. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the following provisions shall apply to 

voter registration under this Code.  

    (a) Voter registration information; Internet posting of voter registration form. Within 90 days after the 
effective date of this amendatory Act of the 93rd General Assembly, the State Board of Elections shall 

post on its World Wide Web site the following information:  

        (1) A comprehensive list of the names, addresses, phone numbers, and websites, if  
     applicable, of all county clerks and boards of election commissioners in Illinois. 

 

        (2) A schedule of upcoming elections and the deadline for voter registration.  

        (3) A downloadable, printable voter registration form, in at least English and in  

     
Spanish versions, that a person may complete and mail or submit to the State Board of Elections or the 

appropriate county clerk or board of election commissioners. 
 

Any forms described under paragraph (3) must state the following:  

        If you do not have a driver's license or social security number, and this form is  

     

submitted by mail, and you have never registered to vote in the jurisdiction you are now registering in, 
then you must send, with this application, either (i) a copy of a current and valid photo identification, 

or (ii) a copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or other government 

document that shows the name and address of the voter. If you do not provide the information required 

above, then you will be required to provide election officials with either (i) or (ii) described above the 

first time you vote at a voting place or by absentee ballot. 
 

    (b) Acceptance of registration forms by the State Board of Elections and county clerks and board of 
election commissioners. The State Board of Elections, county clerks, and board of election commissioners 

shall accept all completed voter registration forms described in subsection (a)(3) of this Section and 

Sections 1A-17 and 1A-30 that are:  
        (1) postmarked on or before the day that voter registration is closed under the Election  

     Code; 
 

        (2) not postmarked, but arrives no later than 5 days after the close of registration;  
        (3) submitted in person by a person using the form on or before the day that voter  

     registration is closed under the Election Code; or 
 

        (4) submitted in person by a person who submits one or more forms on behalf of one or  

     
more persons who used the form on or before the day that voter registration is closed under the Election 

Code. 
 

    Upon the receipt of a registration form, the State Board of Elections shall mark the date on which the 
form was received and send the form via first class mail to the appropriate county clerk or board of election 

commissioners, as the case may be, within 2 business days based upon the home address of the person 

submitting the registration form. The county clerk and board of election commissioners shall accept and 
process any form received from the State Board of Elections.  

    (c) Processing of registration forms by county clerks and boards of election commissioners. The county 

clerk or board of election commissioners shall promulgate procedures for processing the voter registration 
form.  

    (d) Contents of the voter registration form. The State Board shall create a voter registration form, which 

must contain the following content:  
        (1) Instructions for completing the form.  

        (2) A summary of the qualifications to register to vote in Illinois.  

        (3) Instructions for mailing in or submitting the form in person.  
        (4) The phone number for the State Board of Elections should a person submitting the  

     form have questions. 
 

        (5) A box for the person to check that explains one of 3 reasons for submitting the  
     form: 

 

            (a) new registration;  

            (b) change of address; or  
            (c) change of name.  

        (6) a box for the person to check yes or no that asks, "Are you a citizen of the United  

     
States?", a box for the person to check yes or no that asks, "Will you be 18 years of age on or before 
election day?", and a statement of "If you checked 'no' in response to either of these questions, then do 

not complete this form.". 
 

        (7) A space for the person to fill in his or her home telephone number.  
        (8) Spaces for the person to fill in his or her first, middle, and last names, street  

     address (principal place of residence), county, city, state, and zip code. 
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        (9) Spaces for the person to fill in his or her mailing address, city, state, and zip  
     code if different from his or her principal place of residence. 

 

        (10) A space for the person to fill in his or her Illinois driver's license number if  

     the person has a driver's license. 
 

        (11) A space for a person without a driver's license to fill in the last four digits of  

     his or her social security number if the person has a social security number. 
 

        (12) A space for a person without an Illinois driver's license to fill in his or her  
     identification number from his or her State Identification card issued by the Secretary of State. 

 

        (13) A space for the person to fill the name appearing on his or her last voter  

     
registration, the street address of his or her last registration, including the city, county, state, and zip 
code. 

 

        (14) A space where the person swears or affirms the following under penalty of perjury  
     with his or her signature: 

 

            (a) "I am a citizen of the United States.";  

            (b) "I will be at least 18 years old on or before the next election.";  
            (c) "I will have lived in the State of Illinois and in my election precinct at least  

         30 days as of the date of the next election."; and 
 

            "The information I have provided is true to the best of my knowledge under penalty  

         
of perjury. If I have provided false information, then I may be fined, imprisoned, or if I am not a U.S. 

citizen, deported from or refused entry into the United States." 
 

        (15) A space for the person to fill in his or her e-mail address if he or she chooses  
     to provide that information.  

 

    (d-5) Compliance with federal law; rulemaking authority. The voter registration form described in this 

Section shall be consistent with the form prescribed by the Federal Election Commission under the 
National Voter Registration Act of 1993, P.L. 103-31, as amended from time to time, and the Help America 

Vote Act of 2002, P.L. 107-252, in all relevant respects. The State Board of Elections shall periodically 

update the form based on changes to federal or State law. The State Board of Elections shall promulgate 
any rules necessary for the implementation of this Section; provided that the rules comport with the letter 

and spirit of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 and Help America Vote Act of 2002 and 

maximize the opportunity for a person to register to vote.  
    (e) Forms available in paper form. The State Board of Elections shall make the voter registration form 

available in regular paper stock and form in sufficient quantities for the general public. The State Board 

of Elections may provide the voter registration form to the Secretary of State, county clerks, boards of 
election commissioners, designated agencies of the State of Illinois, and any other person or entity 

designated to have these forms by the Election Code in regular paper stock and form or some other format 

deemed suitable by the Board. Each county clerk or board of election commissioners has the authority to 
design and print its own voter registration form so long as the form complies with the requirements of this 

Section. The State Board of Elections, county clerks, boards of election commissioners, or other designated 

agencies of the State of Illinois required to have these forms under the Election Code shall provide a 
member of the public with any reasonable number of forms that he or she may request. Nothing in this 

Section shall permit the State Board of Elections, county clerk, board of election commissioners, or other 

appropriate election official who may accept a voter registration form to refuse to accept a voter 
registration form because the form is printed on photocopier or regular paper stock and form.  

    (f) (Blank).  

(Source: P.A. 98-115, eff. 10-1-13.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/1A-16.5)  

    Sec. 1A-16.5. Online voter registration. 

    (a) The State Board of Elections shall establish and maintain a system for online voter registration that 
permits a person to apply to register to vote or to update his or her existing voter registration. In accordance 

with technical specifications provided by the State Board of Elections, each election authority shall 

maintain a voter registration system capable of receiving and processing voter registration application 
information, including electronic signatures, from the online voter registration system established by the 

State Board of Elections. 

    (b) The online voter registration system shall employ security measures to ensure the accuracy and 
integrity of voter registration applications submitted electronically pursuant to this Section.  

    (c) The Board may receive voter registration information provided by applicants using the State Board 

of Elections' website, may cross reference that information with data or information contained in the 
Secretary of State's database in order to match the information submitted by applicants, and may receive 
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from the Secretary of State the applicant's digitized signature upon a successful match of that applicant's 
information with that contained in the Secretary of State's database.  

    (d) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a person who is qualified to register to vote and who 

has an authentic Illinois driver's license or State identification card issued by the Secretary of State may 
submit an application to register to vote electronically on a website maintained by the State Board of 

Elections.  

    (e) An online voter registration application shall contain all of the information that is required for a 
paper application as provided in Section 1A-16 of this Code, except that the applicant shall be required to 

provide:  

        (1) the applicant's full Illinois driver's license or State identification card number;  
        (2) the last 4 digits of the applicant's social security number; and  

        (3) the date the Illinois driver's license or State identification card was issued.  
    (f) For an applicant's registration or change in registration to be accepted, the applicant shall mark the 

box associated with the following statement included as part of the online voter registration application:  

    "By clicking on the box below, I swear or affirm all of the following:  
    (1) I am the person whose name and identifying information is provided on this form, and I desire to 

register to vote in the State of Illinois.  

    (2) All the information I have provided on this form is true and correct as of the date I am submitting 

this form.  

    (3) I authorize the Secretary of State to transmit to the State Board of Elections my signature that is on 

file with the Secretary of State and understand that such signature will be used by my local election 
authority on this online voter registration application for admission as an elector as if I had signed this 

form personally.".  

    (g) Immediately upon receiving a completed online voter registration application, the online voter 
registration system shall send, by electronic mail, a confirmation notice that the application has been 

received. Within 48 hours of receiving such an application, the online voter registration system shall send 

by electronic mail, a notice informing the applicant of whether the following information has been matched 
with the Secretary of State database:  

        (1) that the applicant has an authentic Illinois driver's license or State  

     
identification card issued by the Secretary of State and that the driver's license or State identification 
number provided by the applicant matches the driver's license or State identification card number for 

that person on file with the Secretary of State;  
 

        (2) that the date of issuance of the Illinois driver's license or State identification  

     
card listed on the application matches the date of issuance of that card for that person on file with the 

Secretary of State;  
 

        (3) that the date of birth provided by the applicant matches the date of birth for that  
     person on file with the Secretary of State; and  

 

        (4) that the last 4 digits of the applicant's social security number matches the last 4  

     digits for that person on file with the Secretary of State.  
 

    (h) If the information provided by the applicant matches the information on the Secretary of State's 

databases for any driver's license and State identification card holder and is matched as provided in 

subsection (g) above, the online voter registration system shall:  
        (1) retrieve from the Secretary of State's database files an electronic copy of the  

     

applicant's signature from his or her Illinois driver's license or State identification card and such 

signature shall be deemed to be the applicant's signature on his or her online voter registration 
application;  

 

        (2) within 2 days of receiving the application, forward to the county clerk or board of  

     

election commissioners having jurisdiction over the applicant's voter registration: (i) the application, 
along with the applicant's relevant data that can be directly loaded into the jurisdiction's voter 

registration system and (ii) a copy of the applicant's electronic signature and a certification from the 

State Board of Elections that the applicant's driver's license or State identification card number, driver's 
license or State identification card date of issuance, and date of birth and social security information 

have been successfully matched.  
 

    (i) Upon receipt of the online voter registration application, the county clerk or board of election 
commissioners having jurisdiction over the applicant's voter registration shall promptly search its voter 

registration database to determine whether the applicant is already registered to vote at the address on the 

application and whether the new registration would create a duplicate registration. If the applicant is 
already registered to vote at the address on the application, the clerk or board, as the case may be, shall 

send the applicant by first class mail, and electronic mail if the applicant has provided an electronic mail 
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address on the original voter registration form for that address, a disposition notice as otherwise required 
by law informing the applicant that he or she is already registered to vote at such address. If the applicant 

is not already registered to vote at the address on the application and the applicant is otherwise eligible to 

register to vote, the clerk or board, as the case may be, shall:  
        (1) enter the name and address of the applicant on the list of registered voters in the  

     jurisdiction; and  
 

        (2) send by mail, and electronic mail if the applicant has provided an electronic mail  

     

address on the voter registration form, a disposition notice to the applicant as otherwise provided by law 

setting forth the applicant's name and address as it appears on the application and stating that the person 

is registered to vote.  
 

    (j) An electronic signature of the person submitting a duplicate registration application or a change of 

address form that is retrieved and imported from the Secretary of State's driver's license or State 
identification card database as provided herein may, in the discretion of the clerk or board, be substituted 

for and replace any existing signature for that individual in the voter registration database of the county 

clerk or board of election commissioners.  
    (k) Any new registration or change of address submitted electronically as provided in this Section shall 

become effective as of the date it is received by the county clerk or board of election commissioners having 

jurisdiction over said registration. Disposition notices prescribed in this Section shall be sent within 5 

business days of receipt of the online application or change of address by the county clerk or board of 

election commissioners.  

    (l) All provisions of this Code governing voter registration and applicable thereto and not inconsistent 
with this Section shall apply to online voter registration under this Section. All applications submitted on 

a website maintained by the State Board of Elections shall be deemed timely filed if they are submitted no 

later than 11:59 p.m. on the final day for voter registration prior to an election. After the registration period 
for an upcoming election has ended and until the 2nd day following such election, the web page containing 

the online voter registration form on the State Board of Elections website shall inform users of the 

procedure for grace period voting.  
    (m) The State Board of Elections shall maintain a list of the name, street address, e-mail address, and 

likely precinct, ward, township, and district numbers, as the case may be, of people who apply to vote 

online through the voter registration system and those names and that information shall be stored in an 
electronic format on its website, arranged by county and accessible to State and local political committees.  

    (n) The Illinois State Board of Elections shall develop or cause to be developed an online voter 

registration system able to be accessed by at least the top two most used mobile electronic operating 
systems by January 1, 2016. The Illinois State Board of Elections shall submit a report to the General 

Assembly and the Governor by January 31, 2014 detailing the progress made to implement the online 

voter registration system described in this Section.  
    (o) (Blank). The online voter registration system provided for in this Section shall be fully operational 

by July 1, 2014.  

    (p) Each State department that maintains an Internet website must include a hypertext link to the 
homepage website maintained and operated pursuant to this Section 1A-16.5. For the purposes of this 

Section, "State department" means the departments of State Government listed in Section 5-15 of the Civil 

Administrative Code of Illinois (General Provisions and Departments of State Government).  
(Source: P.A. 98-115, eff. 7-29-13; 98-756, eff. 7-16-14.) 

    (10 ILCS 5/1A-16.6 new)  

    Sec. 1A-16.6. Government agency voter registration. 
    (a) By April 1, 2016, the State Board of Elections shall establish and maintain a portal for government 

agency registration that permits an eligible person to electronically apply to register to vote or to update 

his or her existing voter registration whenever he or she conducts business, either online or in person, with 
a designated government agency. The portal shall interface with the online voter registration system 

established in Section 1A-16.5 of this Code and shall be capable of receiving and processing voter 

registration application information, including electronic signatures, from a designated government 
agency. The State Board of Elections shall modify the online voter registration system as necessary to 

implement this Section. 

    Voter registration data received from a designated government agency through the online registration 
system shall be processed as provided for in Section 1A-16.5 of this Code. 

    Whenever the registration interface is accessible to the general public, including, but not limited to, 

online transactions, the interface shall allow the applicant to complete the process as provided for in 
Section 1A-16.5 of this Code. The online interface shall be capable of providing the applicant with the 

applicant's voter registration status with the State Board of Elections and, if registered, the applicant's 
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current registration address. The applicant shall not be required to re-enter any registration data, such as 
name, address, and birth date, if the designated government agency already has that information on file. 

The applicant shall be informed that by choosing to register to vote or to update his or her existing voter 

registration, the applicant consents to the transfer of the applicant's personal information to the State Board 
of Elections. 

    Whenever a government employee is accessing the registration system while servicing the applicant, 

the government employee shall notify the applicant of the applicant's registration status with the State 
Board of Elections and, if registered, the applicant's current registration address. If the applicant elects to 

register to vote or to update his or her existing voter registration, the government employee shall collect 

the needed information and assist the applicant with his or her registration. The applicant shall be informed 
that by choosing to register to vote or to update his or her existing voter registration, the applicant consents 

to the transfer of the applicant's personal information to the State Board of Elections. 
    In accordance with technical specifications provided by the State Board of Elections, each designated 

government agency shall maintain a data transfer mechanism capable of transmitting voter registration 

application information, including electronic signatures where available, to the online voter registration 
system established in Section 1A-16.5 of this Code. Each designated government agency shall establish 

and operate a voter registration system capable of transmitting voter registration application information 

to the portal as described in this Section by July 1, 2016. 

    (b) Whenever an applicant's data is transferred from a designated government agency, the agency must 

transmit a signature image if available. If no signature image was provided by the agency or if no signature 

image is available in the Secretary of State's database or the statewide voter registration database, the 
applicant must be notified that their registration will remain in a pending status and the applicant will be 

required to provide identification and a signature to the election authority on Election Day in the polling 

place or during early voting. 
    (c) The State Board of Elections shall track registration data received through the online registration 

system that originated from a designated government agency for the purposes of maintaining statistics 

required by the federal National Voter Registration Act of 1993, as amended. 
    (d) The State Board of Elections shall submit a report to the General Assembly and the Governor by 

December 1, 2015 detailing the progress made to implement the government agency voter registration 

portal described in this Section. 
    (e) The Board shall adopt rules, in consultation with the impacted agencies.  

    (f) As used in this Section a "designated government agency" means the Secretary of State's Driver 

Services and Vehicle Services Departments, the Department of Human Services, the Department of 
Healthcare and Family Services, the Department of Employment Security, and the Department on Aging.  

    (10 ILCS 5/1A-16.8 new)  

    Sec. 1A-16.8. Automatic transfer of registration based upon information from the National Change of 
Address database. The State Board of Elections shall cross-reference the statewide voter registration 

database against the United States Postal Service's National Change of Address database twice each 

calendar year, April 15 and October 1 in odd-numbered years and April 15 and December 1 in even-
numbered years, and shall share the findings with the election authorities. An election authority shall 

automatically register any voter who has moved into its jurisdiction from another jurisdiction in Illinois or 

has moved within its jurisdiction provided that: 
        (1) the election authority whose jurisdiction includes the new registration address provides the voter 

an opportunity to reject the change in registration address through a mailing, sent by non-forwardable mail, 

to the new registration address, and 
        (2) when the election authority whose jurisdiction includes the previous registration address is a 

different election authority, then that election authority provides the same opportunity through a mailing, 

sent by forwardable mail, to the previous registration address. 
    This change in registration shall trigger the same inter-jurisdictional or intra-jurisdictional workflows 

as if the voter completed a new registration card, including the cancellation of the voter's previous 

registration. Should the registration of a voter be changed from one address to another within the State and 
should the voter appear at the polls and offer to vote from the prior registration address, attesting that the 

prior registration address is the true current address, the voter, if confirmed by the election authority as 

having been registered at the prior registration address and canceled only by the process authorized by this 
Section, shall be issued a regular ballot, and the change of registration address shall be canceled. If the 

election authority is unable to immediately confirm the registration, the voter shall be issued a provisional 

ballot and the provisional ballot shall be counted. 
    (10 ILCS 5/1A-25)  



103 

 

[December 3, 2014] 

    Sec. 1A-25. Centralized statewide voter registration list. The centralized statewide voter registration list 
required by Title III, Subtitle A, Section 303 of the Help America Vote Act of 2002 shall be created and 

maintained by the State Board of Elections as provided in this Section. 

        (1) The centralized statewide voter registration list shall be compiled from the voter  
     registration data bases of each election authority in this State.  

 

        (2) With the exception of voter registration forms submitted electronically through an  

     

online voter registration system, all new voter registration forms and applications to register to vote, 
including those reviewed by the Secretary of State at a driver services facility, shall be transmitted only 

to the appropriate election authority as required by Articles 4, 5, and 6 of this Code and not to the State 

Board of Elections. All voter registration forms submitted electronically to the State Board of Elections 
through an online voter registration system shall be transmitted to the appropriate election authority as 

required by Section 1A-16.5. The election authority shall process and verify each voter registration form 
and electronically enter verified registrations on an expedited basis onto the statewide voter registration 

list. All original registration cards shall remain permanently in the office of the election authority as 

required by this Code.  
 

        (3) The centralized statewide voter registration list shall:  

            (i) Be designed to allow election authorities to utilize the registration data on  

         
the statewide voter registration list pertinent to voters registered in their election jurisdiction on 

locally maintained software programs that are unique to each jurisdiction.  
 

            (ii) Allow each election authority to perform essential election management  

         

functions, including but not limited to production of voter lists, processing of vote by mail absentee 
voters, production of individual, pre-printed applications to vote, administration of election judges, 

and polling place administration, but shall not prevent any election authority from using information 

from that election authority's own systems.  
 

        (4) The registration information maintained by each election authority shall be  

     synchronized with that authority's information on the statewide list at least once every 24 hours.  
 

    To protect the privacy and confidentiality of voter registration information, the disclosure of any portion 
of the centralized statewide voter registration list to any person or entity other than to a State or local 

political committee and other than to a governmental entity for a governmental purpose is specifically 

prohibited except as follows: (1) subject to security measures adopted by the State Board of Elections 
which, at a minimum, shall include the keeping of a catalog or database, available for public view, 

including the name, address, and telephone number of the person viewing the list as well as the time of 

that viewing, any person may view the list on a computer screen at the Springfield office of the State Board 
of Elections, during normal business hours other than during the 27 days before an election, but the person 

viewing the list under this exception may not print, duplicate, transmit, or alter the list; or (2) as may be 

required by an agreement the State Board of Elections has entered into with a multi-state voter registration 
list maintenance system.  

(Source: P.A. 98-115, eff. 7-29-13.) 

    (10 ILCS 5/1A-45 new)  
    Sec. 1A-45. Electronic Registration Information Center. 

    (a) The State Board of Elections shall enter into an agreement with the Electronic Registration 

Information Center effective no later than January 1, 2016, for the purpose of maintaining a statewide 
voter registration database. The State Board of Elections shall comply with the requirements of the 

Electronic Registration Information Center Membership Agreement. The State Board of Elections shall 

require a term in the Electronic Registration Information Center Membership Agreement that requires the 
State to share identification records contained in the Secretary of State's Driver Services Department and 

Vehicle Services Department, the Department of Human Services, the Department of Healthcare and 

Family Services, the Department of Aging, and the Department of Employment Security databases 
(excluding those fields unrelated to voter eligibility, such as income or health information). 

    (b) The Secretary of State and the Board of Elections shall enter into an agreement to permit the Secretary 

of State to provide the State Board of Elections with any information required for compliance with the 
Electronic Registration Information Center Membership Agreement. The Secretary of State shall deliver 

this information as frequently as necessary for the State Board of Elections to comply with the Electronic 

Registration Information Center Membership Agreement. 
    (b-5) The State Board of Elections and the Department of Human Services, the Department of Healthcare 

and Family Services, the Department on Aging, and the Department of Employment Security shall enter 

into an agreement to require each department to provide the State Board of Elections with any information 
necessary to transmit member data under the Electronic Registration Information Center Membership 



104 

 

[December 3, 2014] 

Agreement. The director or secretary, as applicable, of each agency shall deliver this information on an 
annual basis to the State Board of Elections pursuant to the agreement between the entities.  

    (c) Any communication required to be delivered to a registrant or potential registrant pursuant to the 

Electronic Registration Information Center Membership Agreement shall include at least the following 
message:  

        "Our records show people at this address may not be registered to vote at this address, but you may 

be eligible to register to vote or re-register to vote at this address. If you are a U.S. Citizen, a resident of 
Illinois, and will be 18 years old or older before the next general election in November, you are qualified 

to vote. 

        We invite you to check your registration online at (enter URL) or register to vote online at (enter 
URL), by requesting a mail-in voter registration form by (enter instructions for requesting a mail-in voter 

registration form), or visiting the (name of election authority) office at (address of election authority)." 
    The words "register to vote online at (enter URL)" shall be bolded and of a distinct nature from the other 

words in the message required by this subsection (c).  

    (d) Any communication required to be delivered to a potential registrant that has been identified by the 
Electronic Registration Information Center as eligible to vote but who is not registered to vote in Illinois 

shall be prepared and disseminated at the direction of the State Board of Elections. All other 

communications with potential registrants or re-registrants pursuant to the Electronic Registration 

Information Center Membership Agreement shall be prepared and disseminated at the direction of the 

appropriate election authority. 

    (e) The Executive Director of the State Board of Elections or his or her designee shall serve as the 
Member Representative to the Electronic Registration Information Center. 

    (f) The State Board of Elections may adopt any rules necessary to enforce this Section or comply with 

the Electronic Registration Information Center Membership Agreement.  
    (10 ILCS 5/3-6)  

    Sec. 3-6. Voting age. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a person who is 17 years old on the 

date of a primary election and who is otherwise qualified to vote is qualified to vote at that primary, 
including voting a vote by mail an absentee, grace period, or early voting ballot with respect to that 

primary, if that person will be 18 years old on the date of the immediately following general election. 

    References in this Code and elsewhere to the requirement that a person must be 18 years old to vote 
shall be interpreted in accordance with this Section. 

    For the purposes of this Act, an individual who is 17 years of age and who will be 18 years of age on 

the date of the general election shall be deemed competent to execute and attest to any voter registration 
forms.  

(Source: P.A. 98-51, eff. 1-1-14.) 

    (10 ILCS 5/4-6.3) (from Ch. 46, par. 4-6.3)  
    Sec. 4-6.3. The county clerk may establish a temporary place of registration for such times and at such 

locations within the county as the county clerk may select. However, no temporary place of registration 

may be in operation during the 27 days preceding an election. Notice of the time and place of registration 
under this Section shall be published by the county clerk in a newspaper having a general circulation in 

the county not less than 3 nor more than 15 days before the holding of such registration.  

    Temporary places of registration shall be established so that the areas of concentration of population or 
use by the public are served, whether by facilities provided in places of private business or in public 

buildings or in mobile units. Areas which may be designated as temporary places of registration include, 

but are not limited to, facilities licensed or certified pursuant to the Nursing Home Care Act, the 
Specialized Mental Health Rehabilitation Act of 2013, or the ID/DD Community Care Act, Soldiers' and 

Sailors' Homes, shopping centers, business districts, public buildings and county fairs.  

    Temporary places of registration shall be available to the public not less than 2 hours per year for each 
1,000 population or fraction thereof in the county.  

    All temporary places of registration shall be manned by deputy county clerks or deputy registrars 

appointed pursuant to Section 4-6.2.  
(Source: P.A. 97-38, eff. 6-28-11; 97-227, eff. 1-1-12; 97-813, eff. 7-13-12; 98-104, eff. 7-22-13.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/4-10) (from Ch. 46, par. 4-10)  

    Sec. 4-10. Except as herein provided, no person shall be registered, unless he applies in person to a 
registration officer, answers such relevant questions as may be asked of him by the registration officer, 

and executes the affidavit of registration. The registration officer shall require the applicant to furnish two 

forms of identification, and except in the case of a homeless individual, one of which must include his or 
her residence address. These forms of identification shall include, but not be limited to, any of the 

following: driver's license, social security card, public aid identification card, utility bill, employee or 
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student identification card, lease or contract for a residence, credit card, or a civic, union or professional 
association membership card. The registration officer shall require a homeless individual to furnish 

evidence of his or her use of the mailing address stated. This use may be demonstrated by a piece of mail 

addressed to that individual and received at that address or by a statement from a person authorizing use 
of the mailing address. The registration officer shall require each applicant for registration to read or have 

read to him the affidavit of registration before permitting him to execute the affidavit.  

    One of the registration officers or a deputy registration officer, county clerk, or clerk in the office of the 
county clerk, shall administer to all persons who shall personally apply to register the following oath or 

affirmation:  

    "You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that you will fully and truly answer all such questions as shall be 
put to you touching your name, place of residence, place of birth, your qualifications as an elector and 

your right as such to register and vote under the laws of the State of Illinois."  
    The registration officer shall satisfy himself that each applicant for registration is qualified to register 

before registering him. If the registration officer has reason to believe that the applicant is a resident of a 

Soldiers' and Sailors' Home or any facility which is licensed or certified pursuant to the Nursing Home 
Care Act, the Specialized Mental Health Rehabilitation Act of 2013, or the ID/DD Community Care Act, 

the following question shall be put, "When you entered the home which is your present address, was it 

your bona fide intention to become a resident thereof?" Any voter of a township, city, village or 

incorporated town in which such applicant resides, shall be permitted to be present at the place of any 

precinct registration and shall have the right to challenge any applicant who applies to be registered.  

    In case the officer is not satisfied that the applicant is qualified he shall forthwith notify such applicant 
in writing to appear before the county clerk to complete his registration. Upon the card of such applicant 

shall be written the word "incomplete" and no such applicant shall be permitted to vote unless such 

registration is satisfactorily completed as hereinafter provided. No registration shall be taken and marked 
as incomplete if information to complete it can be furnished on the date of the original application.  

    Any person claiming to be an elector in any election precinct and whose registration card is marked 

"Incomplete" may make and sign an application in writing, under oath, to the county clerk in substance in 
the following form:  

    "I do solemnly swear that I, ...., did on (insert date) make application to the board of registry of the .... 

precinct of the township of .... (or to the county clerk of .... county) and that said board or clerk refused to 
complete my registration as a qualified voter in said precinct. That I reside in said precinct, that I intend 

to reside in said precinct, and am a duly qualified voter of said precinct and am entitled to be registered to 

vote in said precinct at the next election.  
(Signature of applicant) ............................."  

  

    All such applications shall be presented to the county clerk or to his duly authorized representative by 
the applicant, in person between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on any day after the days on which 

the 1969 and 1970 precinct re-registrations are held but not on any day within 27 days preceding the 

ensuing general election and thereafter for the registration provided in Section 4-7 all such applications 
shall be presented to the county clerk or his duly authorized representative by the applicant in person 

between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on any day prior to 27 days preceding the ensuing general 

election. Such application shall be heard by the county clerk or his duly authorized representative at the 
time the application is presented. If the applicant for registration has registered with the county clerk, such 

application may be presented to and heard by the county clerk or by his duly authorized representative 

upon the dates specified above or at any time prior thereto designated by the county clerk.  
    Any otherwise qualified person who is absent from his county of residence either due to business of the 

United States or because he is temporarily outside the territorial limits of the United States may become 

registered by mailing an application to the county clerk within the periods of registration provided for in 
this Article, or by simultaneous application for absentee registration by mail and vote by mail absentee 

ballot as provided in Article 20 of this Code.  

    Upon receipt of such application the county clerk shall immediately mail an affidavit of registration in 
duplicate, which affidavit shall contain the following and such other information as the State Board of 

Elections may think it proper to require for the identification of the applicant:  

    Name. The name of the applicant, giving surname and first or Christian name in full, and the middle 
name or the initial for such middle name, if any.  

    Sex.  

    Residence. The name and number of the street, avenue or other location of the dwelling, and such 
additional clear and definite description as may be necessary to determine the exact location of the 

dwelling of the applicant. Where the location cannot be determined by street and number, then the Section, 



106 

 

[December 3, 2014] 

congressional township and range number may be used, or such other information as may be necessary, 
including post office mailing address.  

    Electronic mail address, if the registrant has provided this information.  

    Term of residence in the State of Illinois and the precinct.  
    Nativity. The State or country in which the applicant was born.  

    Citizenship. Whether the applicant is native born or naturalized. If naturalized, the court, place and date 

of naturalization.  
    Age. Date of birth, by month, day and year.  

    Out of State address of ..........................  

AFFIDAVIT OF REGISTRATION 
State of ...........) 

                    )ss 
County of ..........)  

    I hereby swear (or affirm) that I am a citizen of the United States; that on the day of the next election I 

shall have resided in the State of Illinois and in the election precinct 30 days; that I am fully qualified to 
vote, that I am not registered to vote anywhere else in the United States, that I intend to remain a resident 

of the State of Illinois and of the election precinct, that I intend to return to the State of Illinois, and that 

the above statements are true.  

.............................. 

(His or her signature or mark) 

    Subscribed and sworn to before me, an officer qualified to administer oaths, on (insert date).  
........................................ 

Signature of officer administering oath. 

    Upon receipt of the executed duplicate affidavit of Registration, the county clerk shall transfer the 
information contained thereon to duplicate Registration Cards provided for in Section 4-8 of this Article 

and shall attach thereto a copy of each of the duplicate affidavit of registration and thereafter such 

registration card and affidavit shall constitute the registration of such person the same as if he had applied 
for registration in person.  

(Source: P.A. 97-38, eff. 6-28-11; 97-227, eff. 1-1-12; 97-813, eff. 7-13-12; 98-104, eff. 7-22-13; 98-115, 

eff. 10-1-13; 98-756, eff. 7-16-14.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/4-50)  

    Sec. 4-50. Grace period. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code to the contrary, each election 

authority shall establish procedures for the registration of voters and for change of address during the 
period from the close of registration for an a primary or election and until and including the 3rd day of the 

before the primary or election, except that during the 2014 general election the period shall extend until 

the polls close on election day. During this grace period, an unregistered qualified elector may register to 
vote, and a registered voter may submit a change of address form, in person in the office of the election 

authority , at a permanent polling place established under Section 19A-10, at any other early voting site 

beginning 15 days prior to the election, at a polling place on election day, or at a voter registration location 
specifically designated for this purpose by the election authority. During the 2014 general election, an 

unregistered qualified elector may register to vote, and a registered voter may submit a change of address 

form, in person at any permanent polling place for early voting established under Section 19A-10 through 
election day. The election authority shall register that individual, or change a registered voter's address, in 

the same manner as otherwise provided by this Article for registration and change of address. 

    If a voter who registers or changes address during this grace period wishes to vote at the first election 
or primary occurring during after the grace period, he or she must do so by grace period voting. The 

election authority shall offer in-person grace period voting at the authority's office , and any permanent 

polling place established under Section 19A-10, and at any other early voting site beginning 15 days prior 
to the election, at a polling place on election day, where grace period registration is required by this 

Section; and may offer in-person grace period voting at additional hours and locations specifically 

designated for the purpose of grace period voting by the election authority. The election authority may 
allow grace period voting by mail only if the election authority has no ballots prepared at the authority's 

office. Grace period voting shall be in a manner substantially similar to voting under Article 19A 19.  

    Within one day after a voter casts a grace period ballot, or within one day after the ballot is received by 
the election authority if the election authority allows grace period voting by mail, the election authority 

shall transmit by electronic means pursuant to a process established by the State Board of Elections the 

voter's name, street address, e-mail address, and precinct, ward, township, and district numbers, as the case 
may be, to the State Board of Elections, which shall maintain those names and that information in an 

electronic format on its website, arranged by county and accessible to State and local political committees. 
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The name of each person issued a grace period ballot shall also be placed on the appropriate precinct list 
of persons to whom vote by mail absentee and early ballots have been issued, for use as provided in 

Sections 17-9 and 18-5. 

    A person who casts a grace period ballot shall not be permitted to revoke that ballot and vote another 
ballot with respect to that primary or election. Ballots cast by persons who register or change address 

during the grace period at a location other than their designated polling place on election day must be 

transmitted to and counted at the election authority's central ballot counting location and shall not be 
transmitted to and counted at precinct polling places. The grace period ballots determined to be valid shall 

be added to the vote totals for the precincts for which they were cast in the order in which the ballots were 

opened. 
    In counties with a population of less than 100,000 that do not have electronic poll books, the election 

authority may opt out of registration in the polling place if the election authority establishes grace period 
registration and voting at other sites on election day at the following sites: (i) the election authority's main 

office and (ii) a polling place in each municipality where 20% or more of the county's residents reside if 

the election authority's main office is not located in that municipality. The election authority may establish 
other grace period registration and voting sites on election day provided that the election authority has met 

the notice requirements of Section 19A-25 for permanent and temporary early voting sites.  

(Source: P.A. 97-766, eff. 7-6-12; 98-115, eff. 7-29-13; 98-691, eff. 7-1-14.) 

    (10 ILCS 5/4-105)  

    Sec. 4-105. First time voting. A person must vote for the first time in person and not by a vote by mail 

mailed absentee ballot if the person registered to vote by mail, unless the person first provides the 
appropriate election authority with sufficient proof of identity and the election authority verifies the 

person's proof of identity. Sufficient proof of identity shall be demonstrated by submission of the person's 

driver's license number or State identification card number or, if the person does not have either of those, 
verification by the last 4 digits of the person's social security number, a copy of a current and valid photo 

identification, or a copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, paycheck, government check, or other 

federal, State, or local government document that shows the person's name and address. A person may 
also demonstrate sufficient proof of identity by submission of a photo identification issued by a college or 

university accompanied by either a copy of the applicant's contract or lease for a residence or any 

postmarked mail delivered to the applicant at his or her current residence address. Persons who apply to 
register to vote by mail but provide inadequate proof of identity to the election authority shall be notified 

by the election authority that the registration has not been fully completed and that the person remains 

ineligible to vote by mail or in person until such proof is presented.  
(Source: P.A. 95-699, eff. 11-9-07; 96-317, eff. 1-1-10.) 

    (10 ILCS 5/5-9) (from Ch. 46, par. 5-9)  

    Sec. 5-9. Except as herein provided, no person shall be registered unless he applies in person to 
registration officer, answers such relevant questions as may be asked of him by the registration officer, 

and executes the affidavit of registration. The registration officer shall require the applicant to furnish two 

forms of identification, and except in the case of a homeless individual, one of which must include his or 
her residence address. These forms of identification shall include, but not be limited to, any of the 

following: driver's license, social security card, public aid identification card, utility bill, employee or 

student identification card, lease or contract for a residence, credit card, or a civic, union or professional 
association membership card. The registration officer shall require a homeless individual to furnish 

evidence of his or her use of the mailing address stated. This use may be demonstrated by a piece of mail 

addressed to that individual and received at that address or by a statement from a person authorizing use 
of the mailing address. The registration officer shall require each applicant for registration to read or have 

read to him the affidavit of registration before permitting him to execute the affidavit.  

    One of the Deputy Registrars, the Judge of Registration, or an Officer of Registration, County Clerk, or 
clerk in the office of the County Clerk, shall administer to all persons who shall personally apply to register 

the following oath or affirmation:  

    "You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that you will fully and truly answer all such questions as shall be 
put to you touching your place of residence, name, place of birth, your qualifications as an elector and 

your right as such to register and vote under the laws of the State of Illinois."  

    The Registration Officer shall satisfy himself that each applicant for registration is qualified to register 
before registering him. If the registration officer has reason to believe that the applicant is a resident of a 

Soldiers' and Sailors' Home or any facility which is licensed or certified pursuant to the Nursing Home 

Care Act, the Specialized Mental Health Rehabilitation Act of 2013, or the ID/DD Community Care Act, 
the following question shall be put, "When you entered the home which is your present address, was it 

your bona fide intention to become a resident thereof?" Any voter of a township, city, village or 
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incorporated town in which such applicant resides, shall be permitted to be present at the place of precinct 
registration, and shall have the right to challenge any applicant who applies to be registered.  

    In case the officer is not satisfied that the applicant is qualified, he shall forthwith in writing notify such 

applicant to appear before the County Clerk to furnish further proof of his qualifications. Upon the card of 
such applicant shall be written the word "Incomplete" and no such applicant shall be permitted to vote 

unless such registration is satisfactorily completed as hereinafter provided. No registration shall be taken 

and marked as "incomplete" if information to complete it can be furnished on the date of the original 
application.  

    Any person claiming to be an elector in any election precinct in such township, city, village or 

incorporated town and whose registration is marked "Incomplete" may make and sign an application in 
writing, under oath, to the County Clerk in substance in the following form:  

    "I do solemnly swear that I, .........., did on (insert date) make application to the Board of Registry of the 
........ precinct of ........ ward of the City of .... or of the ......... District ......... Town of .......... (or to the 

County Clerk of .............) and ............ County; that said Board or Clerk refused to complete my registration 

as a qualified voter in said precinct, that I reside in said precinct (or that I intend to reside in said precinct), 
am a duly qualified voter and entitled to vote in said precinct at the next election.  

........................... 

(Signature of Applicant)" 

    All such applications shall be presented to the County Clerk by the applicant, in person between the 

hours of nine o'clock a.m. and five o'clock p.m., on Monday and Tuesday of the third week subsequent to 

the weeks in which the 1961 and 1962 precinct re-registrations are to be held, and thereafter for the 
registration provided in Section 5-17 of this Article, all such applications shall be presented to the County 

Clerk by the applicant in person between the hours of nine o'clock a.m. and nine o'clock p.m. on Monday 

and Tuesday of the third week prior to the date on which such election is to be held.  
    Any otherwise qualified person who is absent from his county of residence either due to business of the 

United States or because he is temporarily outside the territorial limits of the United States may become 

registered by mailing an application to the county clerk within the periods of registration provided for in 
this Article or by simultaneous application for absentee registration by mail and vote by mail absentee 

ballot as provided in Article 20 of this Code.  

    Upon receipt of such application the county clerk shall immediately mail an affidavit of registration in 
duplicate, which affidavit shall contain the following and such other information as the State Board of 

Elections may think it proper to require for the identification of the applicant:  

    Name. The name of the applicant, giving surname and first or Christian name in full, and the middle 
name or the initial for such middle name, if any.  

    Sex.  

    Residence. The name and number of the street, avenue or other location of the dwelling, and such 
additional clear and definite description as may be necessary to determine the exact location of the 

dwelling of the applicant. Where the location cannot be determined by street and number, then the Section, 

congressional township and range number may be used, or such other information as may be necessary, 
including post office mailing address.  

    Electronic mail address, if the registrant has provided this information.  

    Term of residence in the State of Illinois and the precinct.  
    Nativity. The State or country in which the applicant was born.  

    Citizenship. Whether the applicant is native born or naturalized. If naturalized, the court, place and date 

of naturalization.  
    Age. Date of birth, by month, day and year.  

    Out of State address of ..........................  

AFFIDAVIT OF REGISTRATION 
State of .........) 

                  )ss 

County of ........)  
    I hereby swear (or affirm) that I am a citizen of the United States; that on the day of the next election I 

shall have resided in the State of Illinois for 6 months and in the election precinct 30 days; that I am fully 

qualified to vote, that I am not registered to vote anywhere else in the United States, that I intend to remain 
a resident of the State of Illinois and of the election precinct, that I intend to return to the State of Illinois, 

and that the above statements are true.  

.............................. 
(His or her signature or mark) 

    Subscribed and sworn to before me, an officer qualified to administer oaths, on (insert date).  
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........................................ 
Signature of officer administering oath. 

   

    Upon receipt of the executed duplicate affidavit of Registration, the county clerk shall transfer the 
information contained thereon to duplicate Registration Cards provided for in Section 5-7 of this Article 

and shall attach thereto a copy of each of the duplicate affidavit of registration and thereafter such 

registration card and affidavit shall constitute the registration of such person the same as if he had applied 
for registration in person.  

(Source: P.A. 97-38, eff. 6-28-11; 97-227, eff. 1-1-12; 97-813, eff. 7-13-12; 98-104, eff. 7-22-13; 98-115, 

eff. 10-1-13; 98-756, eff. 7-16-14.) 
    (10 ILCS 5/5-16.3) (from Ch. 46, par. 5-16.3)  

    Sec. 5-16.3. The county clerk may establish temporary places of registration for such times and at such 
locations within the county as the county clerk may select. However, no temporary place of registration 

may be in operation during the 27 days preceding an election. Notice of time and place of registration at 

any such temporary place of registration under this Section shall be published by the county clerk in a 
newspaper having a general circulation in the county not less than 3 nor more than 15 days before the 

holding of such registration.  

    Temporary places of registration shall be established so that the areas of concentration of population or 

use by the public are served, whether by facilities provided in places of private business or in public 

buildings or in mobile units. Areas which may be designated as temporary places of registration include, 

but are not limited to, facilities licensed or certified pursuant to the Nursing Home Care Act, the 
Specialized Mental Health Rehabilitation Act of 2013, or the ID/DD Community Care Act, Soldiers' and 

Sailors' Homes, shopping centers, business districts, public buildings and county fairs.  

    Temporary places of registration shall be available to the public not less than 2 hours per year for each 
1,000 population or fraction thereof in the county.  

    All temporary places of registration shall be manned by deputy county clerks or deputy registrars 

appointed pursuant to Section 5-16.2.  
(Source: P.A. 97-38, eff. 6-28-11; 97-227, eff. 1-1-12; 97-813, eff. 7-13-12; 98-104, eff. 7-22-13.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/5-50)  

    Sec. 5-50. Grace period. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code to the contrary, each election 
authority shall establish procedures for the registration of voters and for change of address during the 

period from the close of registration for an a primary or election and until and including the 3rd day of the 

before the primary or election, except that during the 2014 general election the period shall extend until 
the polls close on election day. During this grace period, an unregistered qualified elector may register to 

vote, and a registered voter may submit a change of address form, in person in the office of the election 

authority , at a permanent polling place established under Section 19A-10, at any other early voting site 
beginning 15 days prior to the election, at a polling place on election day, or at a voter registration location 

specifically designated for this purpose by the election authority. During the 2014 general election, an 

unregistered qualified elector may register to vote, and a registered voter may submit a change of address 
form, in person at any permanent polling place for early voting established pursuant to Section 19A-10 

through election day. The election authority shall register that individual, or change a registered voter's 

address, in the same manner as otherwise provided by this Article for registration and change of address. 
    If a voter who registers or changes address during this grace period wishes to vote at the first election 

or primary occurring during after the grace period, he or she must do so by grace period voting. The 

election authority shall offer in-person grace period voting at his or her office , and any permanent polling 
place established under Section 19A-10, and at any other early voting site beginning 15 days prior to the 

election, at a polling place on election day, where grace period registration is required by this Section; and 

may offer in-person grace period voting at additional hours and locations specifically designated for the 
purpose of grace period voting by the election authority. The election authority may allow grace period 

voting by mail only if the election authority has no ballots prepared at the authority's office. Grace period 

voting shall be in a manner substantially similar to voting under Article 19A 19. 
    Within one day after a voter casts a grace period ballot, or within one day after the ballot is received by 

the election authority if the election authority allows grace period voting by mail, the election authority 

shall transmit by electronic means pursuant to a process established by the State Board of Elections the 
voter's name, street address, e-mail address, and precinct, ward, township, and district numbers, as the case 

may be, to the State Board of Elections, which shall maintain those names and that information in an 

electronic format on its website, arranged by county and accessible to State and local political committees. 
The name of each person issued a grace period ballot shall also be placed on the appropriate precinct list 
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of persons to whom vote by mail absentee and early ballots have been issued, for use as provided in 
Sections 17-9 and 18-5. 

    A person who casts a grace period ballot shall not be permitted to revoke that ballot and vote another 

ballot with respect to that primary or election. Ballots cast by persons who register or change address 
during the grace period at a location other than their designated polling place on election day must be 

transmitted to and counted at the election authority's central ballot counting location and shall not be 

transmitted to and counted at precinct polling places. The grace period ballots determined to be valid shall 
be added to the vote totals for the precincts for which they were cast in the order in which the ballots were 

opened.  

    In counties with a population of less than 100,000 that do not have electronic poll books, the election 
authority may opt out of registration in the polling place if the election authority establishes grace period 

registration and voting at other sites on election day at the following sites: (i) the election authority's main 
office and (ii) a polling place in each municipality where 20% or more of the county's residents reside if 

the election authority's main office is not located in that municipality. The election authority may establish 

other grace period registration and voting sites on election day provided that the election authority has met 
the notice requirements of Section 19A-25 for permanent and temporary early voting sites.  

(Source: P.A. 97-766, eff. 7-6-12; 98-115, eff. 7-29-13; 98-691, eff. 7-1-14.) 

    (10 ILCS 5/5-105)  

    Sec. 5-105. First time voting. A person must vote for the first time in person and not by a vote by mail 

mailed absentee ballot if the person registered to vote by mail, unless the person first provides the 

appropriate election authority with sufficient proof of identity and the election authority verifies the 
person's proof of identity. Sufficient proof of identity shall be demonstrated by submission of the person's 

driver's license number or State identification card number or, if the person does not have either of those, 

verification by the last 4 digits of the person's social security number, a copy of a current and valid photo 
identification, or a copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, paycheck, government check, or other 

federal, State, or local government document that shows the person's name and address. A person may 

also demonstrate sufficient proof of identity by submission of a photo identification issued by a college or 
university accompanied by either a copy of the applicant's contract or lease for a residence or any 

postmarked mail delivered to the applicant at his or her current residence address. Persons who apply to 

register to vote by mail but provide inadequate proof of identity to the election authority shall be notified 
by the election authority that the registration has not been fully completed and that the person remains 

ineligible to vote by mail or in person until such proof is presented.  

(Source: P.A. 95-699, eff. 11-9-07; 96-317, eff. 1-1-10.) 
    (10 ILCS 5/6-29) (from Ch. 46, par. 6-29)  

    Sec. 6-29. For the purpose of registering voters under this Article, the office of the Board of Election 

Commissioners shall be open during ordinary business hours of each week day, from 9 a.m. to 12 o'clock 
noon on the last four Saturdays immediately preceding the end of the period of registration preceding each 

election, and such other days and such other times as the board may direct. During the 27 days immediately 

preceding any election there shall be no registration of voters at the office of the Board of Election 
Commissioners in cities, villages and incorporated towns of fewer than 200,000 inhabitants. In cities, 

villages and incorporated towns of 200,000 or more inhabitants, there shall be no registration of voters at 

the office of the Board of Election Commissioners during the 35 days immediately preceding any election; 
provided, however, where no precinct registration is being conducted prior to any election then registration 

may be taken in the office of the Board up to and including the 28th day prior to such election. The Board 

of Election Commissioners may set up and establish as many branch offices for the purpose of taking 
registrations as it may deem necessary, and the branch offices may be open on any or all dates and hours 

during which registrations may be taken in the main office. All officers and employees of the Board of 

Election Commissioners who are authorized by such board to take registrations under this Article shall be 
considered officers of the circuit court, and shall be subject to the same control as is provided by Section 

14-5 of this Act with respect to judges of election.  

    In any election called for the submission of the revision or alteration of, or the amendments to the 
Constitution, submitted by a Constitutional Convention, the final day for registration at the office of the 

election authority charged with the printing of the ballot of this election shall be the 15th day prior to the 

date of election.  
    The Board of Election Commissioners shall appoint one or more registration teams, consisting of 2 of 

its employees for each team, for the purpose of accepting the registration of any voter who files an 

affidavit, within the period for taking registrations provided for in this Article, that he is physically unable 
to appear at the office of the Board or at any appointed place of registration. On the day or days when a 

precinct registration is being conducted such teams shall consist of one member from each of the 2 leading 
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political parties who are serving on the Precinct Registration Board. Each team so designated shall visit 
each disabled person and shall accept the registration of such person the same as if he had applied for 

registration in person.  

    Any otherwise qualified person who is absent from his county of residence due to business of the United 
States, or who is temporarily residing outside the territorial limits of the United States, may make 

application to become registered by mail to the Board of Election Commissioners within the periods for 

registration provided for in this Article or by simultaneous application for absentee registration by mail 
and vote by mail absentee ballot as provided in Article 20 of this Code.  

    Upon receipt of such application the Board of Election Commissioners shall immediately mail an 

affidavit of registration in duplicate, which affidavit shall contain the following and such other information 
as the State Board of Elections may think it proper to require for the identification of the applicant:  

    Name. The name of the applicant, giving surname and first or Christian name in full, and the middle 
name or the initial for such middle name, if any.  

    Sex.  

    Residence. The name and number of the street, avenue or other location of the dwelling, and such 
additional clear and definite description as may be necessary to determine the exact location of the 

dwelling of the applicant. Where the location cannot be determined by street and number, then the section, 

congressional township and range number may be used, or such other information as may be necessary, 

including post office mailing address.  

    Electronic mail address, if the registrant has provided this information.  

    Term of residence in the State of Illinois and the precinct.  
    Nativity. The state or country in which the applicant was born.  

    Citizenship. Whether the applicant is native born or naturalized. If naturalized, the court, place and date 

of naturalization.  
    Age. Date of birth, by month, day and year.  

    Out of State address of ..................      

AFFIDAVIT OF REGISTRATION 
State of .........) 

                  ) ss. 

County of ........)  
    I hereby swear (or affirm) that I am a citizen of the United States; that on the day of the next election I 

shall have resided in the State of Illinois and in the election precinct 30 days; that I am fully qualified to 

vote, that I am not registered to vote anywhere else in the United States, that I intend to remain a resident 
of the State of Illinois, and of the election precinct, that I intend to return to the State of Illinois, and that 

the above statements are true.  

.............................. 
(His or her signature or mark) 

    Subscribed and sworn to before me, an officer qualified to administer oaths, on (insert date).  

........................................ 
Signature of officer administering oath. 

    Upon receipt of the executed duplicate affidavit of Registration, the Board of Election Commissioners 

shall transfer the information contained thereon to duplicate Registration Cards provided for in Section 6-
35 of this Article and shall attach thereto a copy of each of the duplicate affidavit of registration and 

thereafter such registration card and affidavit shall constitute the registration of such person the same as if 

he had applied for registration in person.  
(Source: P.A. 98-115, eff. 10-1-13.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/6-50.3) (from Ch. 46, par. 6-50.3)  

    Sec. 6-50.3. The board of election commissioners may establish temporary places of registration for 
such times and at such locations as the board may select. However, no temporary place of registration may 

be in operation during the 27 days preceding an election. Notice of the time and place of registration at 

any such temporary place of registration under this Section shall be published by the board of election 
commissioners in a newspaper having a general circulation in the city, village or incorporated town not 

less than 3 nor more than 15 days before the holding of such registration.  

    Temporary places of registration shall be established so that the areas of concentration of population or 
use by the public are served, whether by facilities provided in places of private business or in public 

buildings or in mobile units. Areas which may be designated as temporary places of registration include, 

but are not limited to, facilities licensed or certified pursuant to the Nursing Home Care Act, the 
Specialized Mental Health Rehabilitation Act of 2013, or the ID/DD Community Care Act, Soldiers' and 

Sailors' Homes, shopping centers, business districts, public buildings and county fairs.  
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    Temporary places of registration shall be available to the public not less than 2 hours per year for each 
1,000 population or fraction thereof in the county.  

    All temporary places of registration shall be manned by employees of the board of election 

commissioners or deputy registrars appointed pursuant to Section 6-50.2.  
(Source: P.A. 97-38, eff. 6-28-11; 97-227, eff. 1-1-12; 97-813, eff. 7-13-12; 98-104, eff. 7-22-13.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/6-100)  

    Sec. 6-100. Grace period. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code to the contrary, each election 
authority shall establish procedures for the registration of voters and for change of address during the 

period from the close of registration for an a primary or election and until and including the 3rd day of the 

before the primary or election, except that during the 2014 general election the period shall extend until 
the polls close on election day. During this grace period, an unregistered qualified elector may register to 

vote, and a registered voter may submit a change of address form, in person in the office of the election 
authority , at a permanent polling place established under Section 19A-10, at any other early voting site 

beginning 15 days prior to the election, at a polling place on election day, or at a voter registration location 

specifically designated for this purpose by the election authority. During the 2014 general election, an 
unregistered qualified elector may register to vote, and a registered voter may submit a change of address 

form, in person at any permanent polling place for early voting established pursuant to Section 19A-10 

through election day. The election authority shall register that individual, or change a registered voter's 

address, in the same manner as otherwise provided by this Article for registration and change of address. 

    If a voter who registers or changes address during this grace period wishes to vote at the first election 

or primary occurring during after the grace period. The election authority shall offer in-person grace period 
voting at the authority's office , and any permanent polling place established under Section 19A-10, and 

at any other early voting site beginning 15 days prior to the election, at a polling place on election day, 

where grace period registration is required by this Section; and may offer in-person grace period voting at 
additional hours and locations specifically designated for the purpose of grace period voting by the election 

authority. The election authority may allow grace period voting by mail only if the election authority has 

no ballots prepared at the authority's office. Grace period voting shall be in a manner substantially similar 
to voting under Article 19A 19.  

    Within one day after a voter casts a grace period ballot, or within one day after the ballot is received by 

the election authority if the election authority allows grace period voting by mail, the election authority 
shall transmit by electronic means pursuant to a process established by the State Board of Elections the 

voter's name, street address, e-mail address, and precinct, ward, township, and district numbers, as the case 

may be, to the State Board of Elections, which shall maintain those names and that information in an 
electronic format on its website, arranged by county and accessible to State and local political committees. 

The name of each person issued a grace period ballot shall also be placed on the appropriate precinct list 

of persons to whom vote by mail absentee and early ballots have been issued, for use as provided in 
Sections 17-9 and 18-5. 

    A person who casts a grace period ballot shall not be permitted to revoke that ballot and vote another 

ballot with respect to that primary or election. Ballots cast by persons who register or change address 
during the grace period at a location other than their designated polling place on election day must be 

transmitted to and counted at the election authority's central ballot counting location and shall not be 

transmitted to and counted at precinct polling places. The grace period ballots determined to be valid shall 
be added to the vote totals for the precincts for which they were cast in the order in which the ballots were 

opened. 

    In counties with a population of less than 100,000 that do not have electronic poll books, the election 
authority may opt out of registration in the polling place if the election authority establishes grace period 

registration and voting at other sites on election day at the following sites: (i) the election authority's main 

office and (ii) a polling place in each municipality where 20% or more of the county's residents reside if 
the election authority's main office is not located in that municipality. The election authority may establish 

other grace period registration and voting sites on election day provided that the election authority has met 

the notice requirements of Section 19A-25 for permanent and temporary early voting sites.  
(Source: P.A. 97-766, eff. 7-6-12; 98-115, eff. 7-29-13; 98-691, eff. 7-1-14.) 

    (10 ILCS 5/6-105)  

    Sec. 6-105. First time voting. A person must vote for the first time in person and not by a vote by mail 
mailed absentee ballot if the person registered to vote by mail, unless the person first provides the 

appropriate election authority with sufficient proof of identity and the election authority verifies the 

person's proof of identity. Sufficient proof of identity shall be demonstrated by submission of the person's 
driver's license number or State identification card number or, if the person does not have either of those, 

verification by the last 4 digits of the person's social security number, a copy of a current and valid photo 
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identification, or a copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, paycheck, government check, or other 
federal, State, or local government document that shows the person's name and address. A person may 

also demonstrate sufficient proof of identity by submission of a photo identification issued by a college or 

university accompanied by either a copy of the applicant's contract or lease for a residence or any 
postmarked mail delivered to the applicant at his or her current residence address. Persons who apply to 

register to vote by mail but provide inadequate proof of identity to the election authority shall be notified 

by the election authority that the registration has not been fully completed and that the person remains 
ineligible to vote by mail or in person until such proof is presented.  

(Source: P.A. 95-699, eff. 11-9-07; 96-317, eff. 1-1-10.) 

    (10 ILCS 5/7-15) (from Ch. 46, par. 7-15)  
    Sec. 7-15. At least 60 days prior to each general and consolidated primary, the election authority shall 

provide public notice, calculated to reach elderly and handicapped voters, of the availability of registration 
and voting aids under the Federal Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and Handicapped Act, of the 

availability of assistance in marking the ballot, procedures for voting by a vote by mail absentee ballot, 

and procedures for early voting by personal appearance. At least 20 days before the general primary the 
county clerk of each county, and not more than 30 nor less than 10 days before the consolidated primary 

the election authority, shall prepare in the manner provided in this Act, a notice of such primary which 

notice shall state the time and place of holding the primary, the hours during which the polls will be open, 

the offices for which candidates will be nominated at such primary and the political parties entitled to 

participate therein, notwithstanding that no candidate of any such political party may be entitled to have 

his name printed on the primary ballot. Such notice shall also include the list of addresses of precinct 
polling places for the consolidated primary unless such list is separately published by the election authority 

not less than 10 days before the consolidated primary.  

    In counties, municipalities, or towns having fewer than 500,000 inhabitants notice of the general primary 
shall be published once in two or more newspapers published in the county, municipality or town, as the 

case may be, or if there is no such newspaper, then in any two or more newspapers published in the county 

and having a general circulation throughout the community.  
    In counties, municipalities, or towns having 500,000 or more inhabitants notice of the general primary 

shall be published at least 15 days prior to the primary by the same authorities and in the same manner as 

notice of election for general elections are required to be published in counties, municipalities or towns of 
500,000 or more inhabitants under this Act.  

    Notice of the consolidated primary shall be published once in one or more newspapers published in each 

political subdivision having such primary, and if there is no such newspaper, then published once in a 
local, community newspaper having general circulation in the subdivision, and also once in a newspaper 

published in the county wherein the political subdivisions, or portions thereof, having such primary are 

situated.  
(Source: P.A. 94-645, eff. 8-22-05.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/7-34) (from Ch. 46, par. 7-34)  

    Sec. 7-34. Pollwatchers in a primary election shall be authorized in the following manner:  
    (1) Each established political party shall be entitled to appoint one pollwatcher per precinct. Such 

pollwatchers must be affiliated with the political party for which they are pollwatching and must be a 

registered voter in Illinois.  
    (2) Each candidate shall be entitled to appoint two pollwatchers per precinct. For Federal, State, county, 

township, and municipal primary elections, the pollwatchers must be registered to vote in Illinois.  

    (3) Each organization of citizens within the county or political subdivision, which has among its purposes 
or interests the investigation or prosecution of election frauds, and which shall have registered its name 

and address and the names and addresses of its principal officers with the proper election authority at least 

40 days before the primary election, shall be entitled to appoint one pollwatcher per precinct. For all 
primary elections, the pollwatcher must be registered to vote in Illinois.  

    (3.5) Each State nonpartisan civic organization within the county or political subdivision shall be entitled 

to appoint one pollwatcher per precinct, provided that no more than 2 pollwatchers appointed by State 
nonpartisan civic organizations shall be present in a precinct polling place at the same time. Each 

organization shall have registered the names and addresses of its principal officers with the proper election 

authority at least 40 days before the primary election. The pollwatchers must be registered to vote in 
Illinois. For the purpose of this paragraph, a "State nonpartisan civic organization" means any corporation, 

unincorporated association, or organization that: 

        (i) as part of its written articles of incorporation, bylaws, or charter or by separate  

     
written declaration, has among its stated purposes the provision of voter information and education, the 

protection of individual voters' rights, and the promotion of free and equal elections; 
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        (ii) is organized or primarily conducts its activities within the State of Illinois; and 
        (iii) continuously maintains an office or business location within the State of  

     
Illinois, together with a current listed telephone number (a post office box number without a current 

listed telephone number is not sufficient).  
 

    (4) Each organized group of proponents or opponents of a ballot proposition, which shall have registered 

the name and address of its organization or committee and the name and address of its chairman with the 

proper election authority at least 40 days before the primary election, shall be entitled to appoint one 
pollwatcher per precinct. The pollwatcher must be registered to vote in Illinois.  

    (5) In any primary election held to nominate candidates for the offices of a municipality of less than 

3,000,000 population that is situated in 2 or more counties, a pollwatcher who is a resident of a county in 
which any part of the municipality is situated shall be eligible to serve as a pollwatcher in any polling 

place located within such municipality, provided that such pollwatcher otherwise complies with the 
respective requirements of subsections (1) through (4) of this Section and is a registered voter whose 

residence is within Illinois.  

    All pollwatchers shall be required to have proper credentials. Such credentials shall be printed in 
sufficient quantities, shall be issued by and under the facsimile signature(s) of the election authority and 

shall be available for distribution at least 2 weeks prior to the election. Such credentials shall be authorized 

by the real or facsimile signature of the State or local party official or the candidate or the presiding officer 

of the civic organization or the chairman of the proponent or opponent group, as the case may be.  

    Pollwatcher credentials shall be in substantially the following form:  

   
POLLWATCHER CREDENTIALS 

TO THE JUDGES OF ELECTION:  

    In accordance with the provisions of the Election Code, the undersigned hereby appoints ........... (name 
of pollwatcher) at .......... (address) in the county of ..........., .......... (township or municipality) of ........... 

(name), State of Illinois and who is duly registered to vote from this address, to act as a pollwatcher in the 

........... precinct of the .......... ward (if applicable) of the ........... (township or municipality) of ........... at 
the ........... election to be held on (insert date).  

........................  (Signature of Appointing Authority)  

........................  TITLE  (party official,  candidate, 
                                civic organization president, 

                        proponent or opponent group chairman)  

    Under penalties provided by law pursuant to Section 29-10 of the Election Code, the undersigned 
pollwatcher certifies that he or she resides at .............. (address) in the county of ........., ......... (township 

or municipality) of .......... (name), State of Illinois, and is duly registered to vote in Illinois.  

...........................                                                                  ..........................  
(Precinct and/or Ward in                                                                       (Signature of Pollwatcher)  

Which Pollwatcher Resides)  

  
    Pollwatchers must present their credentials to the Judges of Election upon entering the polling place. 

Pollwatcher credentials properly executed and signed shall be proof of the qualifications of the pollwatcher 

authorized thereby. Such credentials are retained by the Judges and returned to the Election Authority at 
the end of the day of election with the other election materials. Once a pollwatcher has surrendered a valid 

credential, he may leave and reenter the polling place provided that such continuing action does not disrupt 

the conduct of the election. Pollwatchers may be substituted during the course of the day, but established 
political parties, candidates, qualified civic organizations and proponents and opponents of a ballot 

proposition can have only as many pollwatchers at any given time as are authorized in this Article. A 

substitute must present his signed credential to the judges of election upon entering the polling place. 
Election authorities must provide a sufficient number of credentials to allow for substitution of 

pollwatchers. After the polls have closed, pollwatchers shall be allowed to remain until the canvass of 

votes is completed; but may leave and reenter only in cases of necessity, provided that such action is not 
so continuous as to disrupt the canvass of votes.  

    Candidates seeking office in a district or municipality encompassing 2 or more counties shall be admitted 

to any and all polling places throughout such district or municipality without regard to the counties in 
which such candidates are registered to vote. Actions of such candidates shall be governed in each polling 

place by the same privileges and limitations that apply to pollwatchers as provided in this Section. Any 

such candidate who engages in an activity in a polling place which could reasonably be construed by a 
majority of the judges of election as campaign activity shall be removed forthwith from such polling place.  
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    Candidates seeking office in a district or municipality encompassing 2 or more counties who desire to 
be admitted to polling places on election day in such district or municipality shall be required to have 

proper credentials. Such credentials shall be printed in sufficient quantities, shall be issued by and under 

the facsimile signature of the election authority of the election jurisdiction where the polling place in which 
the candidate seeks admittance is located, and shall be available for distribution at least 2 weeks prior to 

the election. Such credentials shall be signed by the candidate.  

    Candidate credentials shall be in substantially the following form:  
   

CANDIDATE CREDENTIALS 

    TO THE JUDGES OF ELECTION:  
    In accordance with the provisions of the Election Code, I ...... (name of candidate) hereby certify that I 

am a candidate for ....... (name of office) and seek admittance to ....... precinct of the ....... ward (if 
applicable) of the ....... (township or municipality) of ....... at the ....... election to be held on (insert date).  

.........................             .......................  

(Signature of Candidate)              OFFICE FOR WHICH 
                                      CANDIDATE SEEKS 

                                      NOMINATION OR 

                                      ELECTION  

  

    Pollwatchers shall be permitted to observe all proceedings and view all reasonably requested records 

relating to the conduct of the election, provided the secrecy of the ballot is not impinged, and to station 
themselves in a position in the voting room as will enable them to observe the judges making the signature 

comparison between the voter application and the voter registration record card; provided, however, that 

such pollwatchers shall not be permitted to station themselves in such close proximity to the judges of 
election so as to interfere with the orderly conduct of the election and shall not, in any event, be permitted 

to handle election materials. Pollwatchers may challenge for cause the voting qualifications of a person 

offering to vote and may call to the attention of the judges of election any incorrect procedure or apparent 
violations of this Code.  

    If a majority of the judges of election determine that the polling place has become too overcrowded with 

pollwatchers so as to interfere with the orderly conduct of the election, the judges shall, by lot, limit such 
pollwatchers to a reasonable number, except that each candidate and each established or new political 

party shall be permitted to have at least one pollwatcher present.  

    Representatives of an election authority, with regard to an election under its jurisdiction, the State Board 
of Elections, and law enforcement agencies, including but not limited to a United States Attorney, a State's 

attorney, the Attorney General, and a State, county, or local police department, in the performance of their 

official election duties, shall be permitted at all times to enter and remain in the polling place. Upon 
entering the polling place, such representatives shall display their official credentials or other identification 

to the judges of election.  

    Uniformed police officers assigned to polling place duty shall follow all lawful instructions of the judges 
of election.  

    The provisions of this Section shall also apply to supervised casting of vote by mail absentee ballots as 

provided in Section 19-12.2 of this Act.  
(Source: P.A. 94-645, eff. 8-22-05; 95-267, eff. 8-17-07.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/10-7) (from Ch. 46, par. 10-7)  

    Sec. 10-7. Any person whose name has been presented as a candidate, including nonpartisan and 
independent candidates, may cause his name to be withdrawn from any such nomination by his request in 

writing, signed by him and duly acknowledged before an officer qualified to take acknowledgment of 

deeds, and presented to the principal office or permanent branch office of the Board, the election authority, 
or the local election official, as the case may be, not later than the date for certification of candidates for 

the ballot. No name so withdrawn shall be printed upon the ballots under the party appellation or title from 

which the candidate has withdrawn his name. If such a request for withdrawal is received after the date 
for certification of the candidates for the ballot, then the votes cast for the withdrawn candidate are invalid 

and shall not be reported by the election authority. If the name of the same person has been presented as a 

candidate for 2 or more offices which are incompatible so that the same person could not serve in more 
than one of such offices if elected, that person must withdraw as a candidate for all but one of such offices 

within the 5 business days following the last day for petition filing. If he fails to withdraw as a candidate 

for all but one of such offices within such time, his name shall not be certified, nor printed on the ballot, 
for any office. However, nothing in this section shall be construed as precluding a judge who is seeking 

retention in office from also being a candidate for another judicial office. Except as otherwise herein 
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provided, in case the certificate of nomination or petition as provided for in this Article shall contain or 
exhibit the name of any candidate for any office upon more than one of said certificates or petitions (for 

the same office), then and in that case the Board or election authority or local election official, as the case 

may be, shall immediately notify said candidate of said fact and that his name appears unlawfully upon 
more than one of said certificates or petitions and that within 3 days from the receipt of said notification, 

said candidate must elect as to which of said political party appellations or groups he desires his name to 

appear and remain under upon said ballot, and if said candidate refuses, fails or neglects to make such 
election, then and in that case the Board or election authority or local election official, as the case may be, 

shall permit the name of said candidate to appear or be printed or placed upon said ballot only under the 

political party appellation or group appearing on the certificate of nomination or petition, as the case may 
be, first filed, and shall strike or cause to be stricken the name of said candidate from all certificates of 

nomination and petitions filed after the first such certificate of nomination or petition.  
    Whenever the name of a candidate for an office is withdrawn from a new political party petition, it shall 

constitute a vacancy in nomination for that office which may be filled in accordance with Section 10-11 

of this Article; provided, that if the names of all candidates for all offices on a new political party petition 
are withdrawn or such petition is declared invalid by an electoral board or upon judicial review, no 

vacancies in nomination for those offices shall exist and the filing of any notice or resolution purporting 

to fill vacancies in nomination shall have no legal effect.  

    Whenever the name of an independent candidate for an office is withdrawn or an independent candidate's 

petition is declared invalid by an electoral board or upon judicial review, no vacancy in nomination for 

that office shall exist and the filing of any notice or resolution purporting to fill a vacancy in nomination 
shall have no legal effect.  

    All certificates of nomination and nomination papers when presented or filed shall be open, under proper 

regulation, to public inspection, and the State Board of Elections and the several election authorities and 
local election officials having charge of nomination papers shall preserve the same in their respective 

offices not less than 6 months.  

(Source: P.A. 98-115, eff. 7-29-13.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/10-9) (from Ch. 46, par. 10-9)  

    Sec. 10-9. The following electoral boards are designated for the purpose of hearing and passing upon 

the objector's petition described in Section 10-8.  
        1. The State Board of Elections will hear and pass upon objections to the nominations of  

     

candidates for State offices, nominations of candidates for congressional or , legislative offices that are 

in more than one county or are wholly located within a single county with a population of less than 
3,000,000 and judicial offices of districts, subcircuits, or circuits situated in more than one county, 

nominations of candidates for the offices of State's attorney or regional superintendent of schools to be 

elected from more than one county, and petitions for proposed amendments to the Constitution of the 
State of Illinois as provided for in Section 3 of Article XIV of the Constitution. 

 

        2. The county officers electoral board of a county with a population of less than 3,000,000 to hear 

and pass upon objections to the  

     

nominations of candidates for county offices, for congressional, legislative and judicial offices of a 

district, subcircuit, or circuit coterminous with or less than a county, for any school district offices, for 

the office of multi-township assessor where candidates for such office are nominated in accordance with 
this Code, and for all special district offices, shall be composed of the county clerk, or an assistant 

designated by the county clerk, the State's attorney of the county or an Assistant State's Attorney 

designated by the State's Attorney, and the clerk of the circuit court, or an assistant designated by the 
clerk of the circuit court, of the county, of whom the county clerk or his designee shall be the chairman, 

except that in any county which has established a county board of election commissioners that board 

shall constitute the county officers electoral board ex-officio. If a school district is located in 2 or more 
counties, the county officers electoral board of the county in which the principal office of the school 

district is located shall hear and pass upon objections to nominations of candidates for school district 

office in that school district.  
 

        2.5. The county officers electoral board of a county with a population of 3,000,000 or more to hear 

and pass upon objections to the nominations of candidates for county offices, candidates for congressional 

and legislative offices if the district is wholly within a county with a population of 3,000,000 or more, 
unless the district is wholly or partially within the jurisdiction of a municipal board of election 

commissioners, and judicial offices of a district, subcircuit, or circuit coterminous with or less than a 

county, for any school district offices, for the office of multi-township assessor where candidates for such 
office are nominated in accordance with this Code, and for all special district offices, shall be composed 

of the county clerk, or an assistant designated by the county clerk, the State's attorney of the county or an 
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Assistant State's Attorney designated by the State's Attorney, and the clerk of the circuit court, or an 
assistant designated by the clerk of the circuit court, of the county, of whom the county clerk or his 

designee shall be the chairman, except that in any county which has established a county board of election 

commissioners that board shall constitute the county officers electoral board ex-officio. If a school district 
is located in 2 or more counties, the county officers electoral board of the county in which the principal 

office of the school district is located shall hear and pass upon objections to nominations of candidates for 

school district office in that school district.  
        3. The municipal officers electoral board to hear and pass upon objections to the  

     

nominations of candidates for officers of municipalities shall be composed of the mayor or president of 

the board of trustees of the city, village or incorporated town, and the city, village or incorporated town 
clerk, and one member of the city council or board of trustees, that member being designated who is 

eligible to serve on the electoral board and has served the greatest number of years as a member of the 
city council or board of trustees, of whom the mayor or president of the board of trustees shall be the 

chairman. 
 

        4. The township officers electoral board to pass upon objections to the nominations of  

     

township officers shall be composed of the township supervisor, the town clerk, and that eligible town 

trustee elected in the township who has had the longest term of continuous service as town trustee, of 

whom the township supervisor shall be the chairman. 
 

        5. The education officers electoral board to hear and pass upon objections to the  

     

nominations of candidates for offices in community college districts shall be composed of the presiding 

officer of the community college district board, who shall be the chairman, the secretary of the 
community college district board and the eligible elected community college board member who has 

the longest term of continuous service as a board member. 
 

        6. In all cases, however, where the Congressional, Legislative, or Representative  

     

district is wholly or partially within the jurisdiction of a single municipal board of election 

commissioners in Cook County and in all cases where the school district or special district is wholly 

within the jurisdiction of a municipal board of election commissioners and in all cases where the 
municipality or township is wholly or partially within the jurisdiction of a municipal board of election 

commissioners, the board of election commissioners shall ex-officio constitute the electoral board. 
 

    For special districts situated in more than one county, the county officers electoral board of the county 
in which the principal office of the district is located has jurisdiction to hear and pass upon objections. For 

purposes of this Section, "special districts" means all political subdivisions other than counties, 

municipalities, townships and school and community college districts.  
    In the event that any member of the appropriate board is a candidate for the office with relation to which 

the objector's petition is filed, he shall not be eligible to serve on that board and shall not act as a member 

of the board and his place shall be filled as follows:  
        a. In the county officers electoral board by the county treasurer, and if he or she is  

     ineligible to serve, by the sheriff of the county. 
 

        b. In the municipal officers electoral board by the eligible elected city council or  

     
board of trustees member who has served the second greatest number of years as a city council or board 

of trustees member. 
 

        c. In the township officers electoral board by the eligible elected town trustee who has  
     had the second longest term of continuous service as a town trustee. 

 

        d. In the education officers electoral board by the eligible elected community college  

     district board member who has had the second longest term of continuous service as a board member. 
 

    In the event that the chairman of the electoral board is ineligible to act because of the fact that he or she 

is a candidate for the office with relation to which the objector's petition is filed, then the substitute chosen 

under the provisions of this Section shall be the chairman; In this case, the officer or board with whom the 
objector's petition is filed, shall transmit the certificate of nomination or nomination papers as the case 

may be, and the objector's petition to the substitute chairman of the electoral board.  

    When 2 or more eligible individuals, by reason of their terms of service on a city council or board of 
trustees, township board of trustees, or community college district board, qualify to serve on an electoral 

board, the one to serve shall be chosen by lot.  

    Any vacancies on an electoral board not otherwise filled pursuant to this Section shall be filled by public 
members appointed by the Chief Judge of the Circuit Court for the county wherein the electoral board 

hearing is being held upon notification to the Chief Judge of such vacancies. The Chief Judge shall be so 

notified by a member of the electoral board or the officer or board with whom the objector's petition was 
filed. In the event that none of the individuals designated by this Section to serve on the electoral board 

are eligible, the chairman of an electoral board shall be designated by the Chief Judge.  
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(Source: P.A. 98-115, eff. 7-29-13.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/11-4.1) (from Ch. 46, par. 11-4.1)  

    Sec. 11-4.1. (a) In appointing polling places under this Article, the county board or board of election 

commissioners shall, insofar as they are convenient and available, use schools and other public buildings 
as polling places.  

    (b) Upon request of the county board or board of election commissioners, the proper agency of 

government (including school districts and units of local government) shall make a public building under 
its control available for use as a polling place on an election day and for a reasonably necessary time before 

and after election day, without charge. If the county board or board of election commissioners chooses a 

school to be a polling place, then the school district must make the school available for use as a polling 
place. However, for the day of the election, a school district is encouraged to (i) close the school or (ii) 

hold a teachers institute on that day with students not in attendance.  
    (c) A government agency which makes a public building under its control available for use as a polling 

place shall (i) ensure the portion of the building to be used as the polling place is accessible to handicapped 

and elderly voters and (ii) allow the election authority to administer the election as authorized under this 
Code.  

    (d) If a qualified elector's precinct polling place is a school and the elector will be unable to enter that 

polling place without violating Section 11-9.3 of the Criminal Code of 2012 because the elector is a child 

sex offender as defined in Section 11-9.3 of the Criminal Code of 2012, that elector may vote by a vote by 

mail absentee ballot in accordance with Article 19 of this Code or may vote early in accordance with 

Article 19A of this Code. 
(Source: P.A. 97-1150, eff. 1-25-13; 98-773, eff. 7-18-14.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/11-7) (from Ch. 46, par. 11-7)  

    Sec. 11-7. For the purpose of the conduct of any consolidated election, consolidated primary election, 
special municipal primary election or emergency referendum, an election authority may cluster up to four 

contiguous precincts as provided in this Section, which shall constitute a clustered voting zone. The 

common polling place for the clustered voting zone shall be located within the territory comprising the 
clustered precincts. Unless the election authority specifies a larger number, only one election judge shall 

be appointed for each of the precincts in each clustered voting zone.  

    The judges so appointed may not all be affiliated with the same political party.  
    The conduct of an election in a clustered voting zone shall be under the general supervision of all the 

judges of election designated to serve in the clustered voting zone. The designated judges may perform 

the duties of election judges for the entire clustered voting zone. However, the requirements of Section 
17-14 shall apply to voter assistance, the requirements of Section 24-10 shall apply to voter instruction, 

the requirement of Section 24A-10 shall apply to examination of vote by mail absentee ballots, and any 

disputes as to entitlement to vote, challenges, counting of ballots or other matters pertaining directly to 
voting shall be decided by those designated judges appointed for the precinct in which the affected voter 

resides or the disputed vote is to be counted.  

    This Section does not apply to any elections in municipalities with more than 1,000,000 inhabitants.  
(Source: P.A. 90-358, eff. 1-1-98.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/12-1) (from Ch. 46, par. 12-1)  

    Sec. 12-1. At least 60 days prior to each general and consolidated election, the election authority shall 
provide public notice, calculated to reach elderly and handicapped voters, of the availability of registration 

and voting aids under the Federal Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and Handicapped Act, of the 

availability of assistance in marking the ballot, procedures for voting by vote by mail absentee ballot, and 
procedures for voting early by personal appearance.  

    At least 30 days before any general election, and at least 20 days before any special congressional 

election, the county clerk shall publish a notice of the election in 2 or more newspapers published in the 
county, city, village, incorporated town or town, as the case may be, or if there is no such newspaper, then 

in any 2 or more newspapers published in the county and having a general circulation throughout the 

community. The notice may be substantially as follows:  
    Notice is hereby given that on (give date), at (give the place of holding the election and the name of the 

precinct or district) in the county of (name county), an election will be held for (give the title of the several 

offices to be filled), which election will be open at 6:00 a.m. and continued open until 7:00 p.m. of that 
day.  

    Dated at .... on (insert date).  

(Source: P.A. 94-645, eff. 8-22-05.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/13-1) (from Ch. 46, par. 13-1)  
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    Sec. 13-1. In counties not under township organization, the county board of commissioners shall at its 
meeting in July in each even-numbered year appoint in each election precinct 5 capable and discreet 

persons meeting the qualifications of Section 13-4 to be judges of election. Where neither voting machines 

nor electronic, mechanical or electric voting systems are used, the county board may, for any precinct with 
respect to which the board considers such action necessary or desirable in view of the number of voters, 

and shall for general elections for any precinct containing more than 600 registered voters, appoint in 

addition to the 5 judges of election a team of 5 tally judges. In such precincts the judges of election shall 
preside over the election during the hours the polls are open, and the tally judges, with the assistance of 

the holdover judges designated pursuant to Section 13-6.2, shall count the vote after the closing of the 

polls. However, the County Board of Commissioners may appoint 3 judges of election to serve in lieu of 
the 5 judges of election otherwise required by this Section to serve in any emergency referendum, or in 

any odd-year regular election or in any special primary or special election called for the purpose of filling 
a vacancy in the office of representative in the United States Congress or to nominate candidates for such 

purpose. The tally judges shall possess the same qualifications and shall be appointed in the same manner 

and with the same division between political parties as is provided for judges of election.  
    In addition to such precinct judges, the county board of commissioners shall appoint special panels of 

3 judges each, who shall possess the same qualifications and shall be appointed in the same manner and 

with the same division between political parties as is provided for other judges of election. The number of 

such panels of judges required shall be determined by regulations of the State Board of Elections which 

shall base the required numbers of special panels on the number of registered voters in the jurisdiction or 

the number of vote by mail absentee ballots voted at recent elections, or any combination of such factors.  
    Such appointment shall be confirmed by the court as provided in Section 13-3 of this Article. No more 

than 3 persons of the same political party shall be appointed judges of the same election precinct or election 

judge panel. The appointment shall be made in the following manner: The county board of commissioners 
shall select and approve 3 persons as judges of election in each election precinct from a certified list, 

furnished by the chairman of the County Central Committee of the first leading political party in such 

precinct; and the county board of commissioners shall also select and approve 2 persons as judges of 
election in each election precinct from a certified list, furnished by the chairman of the County Central 

Committee of the second leading political party. However, if only 3 judges of election serve in each 

election precinct, no more than 2 persons of the same political party shall be judges of election in the same 
election precinct; and which political party is entitled to 2 judges of election and which political party is 

entitled to one judge of election shall be determined in the same manner as set forth in the next two 

preceding sentences with regard to 5 election judges in each precinct. Such certified list shall be filed with 
the county clerk not less than 10 days before the annual meeting of the county board of commissioners. 

Such list shall be arranged according to precincts. The chairman of each county central committee shall, 

insofar as possible, list persons who reside within the precinct in which they are to serve as judges. 
However, he may, in his sole discretion, submit the names of persons who reside outside the precinct but 

within the county embracing the precinct in which they are to serve. He must, however, submit the names 

of at least 2 residents of the precinct for each precinct in which his party is to have 3 judges and must 
submit the name of at least one resident of the precinct for each precinct in which his party is to have 2 

judges. The county board of commissioners shall acknowledge in writing to each county chairman the 

names of all persons submitted on such certified list and the total number of persons listed thereon. If no 
such list is filed or such list is incomplete (that is, no names or an insufficient number of names are 

furnished for certain election precincts), the county board of commissioners shall make or complete such 

list from the names contained in the supplemental list provided for in Section 13-1.1. The election judges 
shall hold their office for 2 years from their appointment, and until their successors are duly appointed in 

the manner provided in this Act. The county board of commissioners shall fill all vacancies in the office 

of judge of election at any time in the manner provided in this Act.  
(Source: P.A. 94-1000, eff. 7-3-06.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/13-1.1) (from Ch. 46, par. 13-1.1)  

    Sec. 13-1.1. In addition to the list provided for in Section 13-1 or 13-2, the chairman of the county 
central committee, or each township committeeperson in a county with a population of more than 

3,000,000, of each of the two leading political parties shall submit to the county board a supplemental list, 

arranged according to precincts in which they are to serve, of persons available as judges of election, the 
names and number of all persons listed thereon to be acknowledged in writing to the county chairman or 

township committeeperson, as the case may be, submitting such list by the county board. Vacancies among 

the judges of election shall be filled by selection from this supplemental list of persons qualified under 
Section 13-4. If the list provided for in Section 13-1 or 13-2 for any precinct is exhausted, then selection 

shall be made from the supplemental list submitted by the chairman of the county central committee, or 
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each township committeeperson in a county with a population of more than 3,000,000, of the party. If such 
supplemental list is exhausted for any precinct, then selection shall be made from any of the persons on 

the supplemental list without regard to the precincts in which they are listed to serve. No selection or 

appointment from the supplemental list shall be made more than 21 days prior to the date of precinct 
registration for those judges needed as precinct registrars, and more than 60 45 days prior to the date of an 

election for those additional persons needed as election judges. In any case where selection cannot be made 

from the supplemental list without violating Section 13-4, selection shall be made from outside the 
supplemental list of some person qualified under Section 13-4.  

(Source: P.A. 93-574, eff. 8-21-03.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/13-2) (from Ch. 46, par. 13-2)  
    Sec. 13-2. In counties under the township organization the county board shall at its meeting in July in 

each even-numbered year except in counties containing a population of 3,000,000 inhabitants or over and 
except when such judges are appointed by election commissioners, select in each election precinct in the 

county, 5 capable and discreet persons to be judges of election who shall possess the qualifications required 

by this Act for such judges. Where neither voting machines nor electronic, mechanical or electric voting 
systems are used, the county board may, for any precinct with respect to which the board considers such 

action necessary or desirable in view of the number of voters, and shall for general elections for any 

precinct containing more than 600 registered voters, appoint in addition to the 5 judges of election a team 

of 5 tally judges. In such precincts the judges of election shall preside over the election during the hours 

the polls are open, and the tally judges, with the assistance of the holdover judges designated pursuant to 

Section 13-6.2, shall count the vote after the closing of the polls. The tally judges shall possess the same 
qualifications and shall be appointed in the same manner and with the same division between political 

parties as is provided for judges of election.  

    However, the county board may appoint 3 judges of election to serve in lieu of the 5 judges of election 
otherwise required by this Section to serve in any emergency referendum, or in any odd-year regular 

election or in any special primary or special election called for the purpose of filling a vacancy in the office 

of representative in the United States Congress or to nominate candidates for such purpose.  
    In addition to such precinct judges, the county board shall appoint special panels of 3 judges each, who 

shall possess the same qualifications and shall be appointed in the same manner and with the same division 

between political parties as is provided for other judges of election. The number of such panels of judges 
required shall be determined by regulations of the State Board of Elections, which shall base the required 

number of special panels on the number of registered voters in the jurisdiction or the number of absentee 

ballots voted at recent elections or any combination of such factors.  
    No more than 3 persons of the same political party shall be appointed judges in the same election district 

or undivided precinct. The election of the judges of election in the various election precincts shall be made 

in the following manner: The county board shall select and approve 3 of the election judges in each precinct 
from a certified list furnished by the chairman of the County Central Committee of the first leading 

political party in such election precinct and shall also select and approve 2 judges of election in each 

election precinct from a certified list furnished by the chairman of the County Central Committee of the 
second leading political party in such election precinct. However, if only 3 judges of election serve in each 

election precinct, no more than 2 persons of the same political party shall be judges of election in the same 

election precinct; and which political party is entitled to 2 judges of election and which political party is 
entitled to one judge of election shall be determined in the same manner as set forth in the next two 

preceding sentences with regard to 5 election judges in each precinct. The respective County Central 

Committee chairman shall notify the county board by June 1 of each odd-numbered year immediately 
preceding the annual meeting of the county board whether or not such certified list will be filed by such 

chairman. Such list shall be arranged according to precincts. The chairman of each county central 

committee shall, insofar as possible, list persons who reside within the precinct in which they are to serve 
as judges. However, he may, in his sole discretion, submit the names of persons who reside outside the 

precinct but within the county embracing the precinct in which they are to serve. He must, however, submit 

the names of at least 2 residents of the precinct for each precinct in which his party is to have 3 judges and 
must submit the name of at least one resident of the precinct for each precinct in which his party is to have 

2 judges. Such certified list, if filed, shall be filed with the county clerk not less than 20 days before the 

annual meeting of the county board. The county board shall acknowledge in writing to each county 
chairman the names of all persons submitted on such certified list and the total number of persons listed 

thereon. If no such list is filed or the list is incomplete (that is, no names or an insufficient number of 

names are furnished for certain election precincts), the county board shall make or complete such list from 
the names contained in the supplemental list provided for in Section 13-1.1. Provided, further, that in any 

case where a township has been or shall be redistricted, in whole or in part, subsequent to one general 
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election for Governor, and prior to the next, the judges of election to be selected for all new or altered 
precincts shall be selected in that one of the methods above detailed, which shall be applicable according 

to the facts and circumstances of the particular case, but the majority of such judges for each such precinct 

shall be selected from the first leading political party, and the minority judges from the second leading 
political party. Provided, further, that in counties having a population of 3,000,000 1,000,000 inhabitants 

or over the selection of judges of election shall be made in the same manner in all respects as in other 

counties, except that the provisions relating to tally judges are inapplicable to such counties and except 
that the county board shall meet during the month of January for the purpose of making such selection , 

each township committeeperson shall assume the responsibilities given to the chairman of the county 

central committee in this Section for the precincts within his or her township, and the township 
committeeperson chairman of each county central committee shall notify the county board by the 

preceding October 1 whether or not the certified list will be filed. Such judges of election shall hold their 
office for 2 years from their appointment and until their successors are duly appointed in the manner 

provided in this Act. The county board shall fill all vacancies in the office of judges of elections at any 

time in the manner herein provided.  
    Such selections under this Section shall be confirmed by the circuit court as provided in Section 13-3 

of this Article.  

(Source: P.A. 94-1000, eff. 7-3-06.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/13-10) (from Ch. 46, par. 13-10)  

    Sec. 13-10. The compensation of the judges of all primaries and all elections, except judges supervising 

vote by mail absentee ballots as provided in Section 19-12.2 of this Act, in counties of less than 600,000 
inhabitants shall be fixed by the respective county boards or boards of election commissioners in all 

counties and municipalities, but in no case shall such compensation be less than $35 per day. The 

compensation of judges of all primaries and all elections not under the jurisdiction of the county clerk, 
except judges supervising vote by mail absentee balloting as provided in Section 19-12.2 of this Act, in 

counties having a population of 2,000,000 or more shall be not less than $60 per day. The compensation 

of judges of all primaries and all elections under the jurisdiction of the county clerk, except judges 
supervising vote by mail absentee balloting as provided in Section 19-12.2 of this Act, in counties having 

a population of 2,000,000 or more shall be not less than $60 per day. The compensation of judges of all 

primaries and all elections, except judges supervising vote by mail absentee ballots as provided in Section 
19-12.2 of this Act, in counties having a population of at least 600,000 but less than 2,000,000 inhabitants 

shall be not less than $45 per day as fixed by the county board of election commissioners of each such 

county. In addition to their per day compensation and notwithstanding the limitations thereon stated herein, 
the judges of election, in all counties with a population of less than 600,000, shall be paid $3 each for each 

100 voters or portion thereof, in excess of 200 voters voting for candidates in the election district or 

precinct wherein the judge is serving, whether a primary or an election is being held. However, no such 
extra compensation shall be paid to the judges of election in any precinct in which no paper ballots are 

counted by such judges of election. The 2 judges of election in counties having a population of less than 

600,000 who deliver the returns to the county clerk shall each be allowed and paid a sum to be determined 
by the election authority for such services and an additional sum per mile to be determined by the election 

authority for every mile necessarily travelled in going to and returning from the office or place to which 

they deliver the returns. The compensation for mileage shall be consistent with current rates paid for 
mileage to employees of the county.  

    However, all judges who have been certified by the County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners 

as having satisfactorily completed, within the 2 years preceding the day of election, the training course for 
judges of election, as provided in Sections 13-2.1, 13-2.2 and 14-4.1 of this Act, shall receive additional 

compensation of not less than $10 per day in counties of less than 600,000 inhabitants, the additional 

compensation of not less than $10 per day in counties having a population of at least 600,000 but less than 
2,000,000 inhabitants as fixed by the county board of election commissioners of each such county, and 

additional compensation of not less than $20 per day in counties having a population of 2,000,000 or more 

for primaries and elections not under the jurisdiction of the county clerk, and additional compensation of 
not less than $20 per day in counties having a population of 2,000,000 or more for primaries and elections 

under the jurisdiction of the county clerk.  

    In precincts in which there are tally judges, the compensation of the tally judges shall be 2/3 of that of 
the judges of election and each holdover judge shall be paid the compensation of a judge of election plus 

that of a tally judge.  

    Beginning on the effective date of this amendatory Act of 1998, the portion of an election judge's daily 
compensation reimbursed by the State Board of Elections is increased by $15. The increase provided by 
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this amendatory Act of 1998 must be used to increase each judge's compensation and may not be used by 
the county to reduce its portion of a judge's compensation.  

    Beginning on the effective date of this amendatory Act of the 95th General Assembly, the portion of an 

election judge's daily compensation reimbursement by the State Board of Elections is increased by an 
additional $20. The increase provided by this amendatory Act of the 95th General Assembly must be used 

to increase each judge's compensation and may not be used by the election authority or election jurisdiction 

to reduce its portion of a judge's compensation.  
(Source: P.A. 95-699, eff. 11-9-07.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/14-3.1) (from Ch. 46, par. 14-3.1)  

    Sec. 14-3.1. The board of election commissioners shall, during the month of July of each even-numbered 
year, select for each election precinct within the jurisdiction of the board 5 persons to be judges of election 

who shall possess the qualifications required by this Act for such judges. The selection shall be made by 
a county board of election commissioners in the following manner: the county board of election 

commissioners shall select and approve 3 persons as judges of election in each election precinct from a 

certified list furnished by the chairman of the county central committee of the first leading political party 
in that precinct; the county board of election commissioners also shall select and approve 2 persons as 

judges of election in each election precinct from a certified list furnished by the chairman of the county 

central committee of the second leading political party in that precinct. The selection by a municipal board 

of election commissioners shall be made in the following manner: for each precinct, 3 judges shall be 

selected from one of the 2 leading political parties and the other 2 judges shall be selected from the other 

leading political party; the parties entitled to 3 and 2 judges, respectively, in the several precincts shall be 
determined as provided in Section 14-4. However, a Board of Election Commissioners may appoint three 

judges of election to serve in lieu of the 5 judges of election otherwise required by this Section to serve in 

any emergency referendum, or in any odd-year regular election or in any special primary or special election 
called for the purpose of filling a vacancy in the office of representative in the United States Congress or 

to nominate candidates for such purpose.  

    If only 3 judges of election serve in each election precinct, no more than 2 persons of the same political 
party shall be judges of election in the same election precinct, and which political party is entitled to 2 

judges of election and which political party is entitled to one judge of election shall be determined as set 

forth in this Section for a county board of election commissioners' selection of 5 election judges in each 
precinct or in Section 14-4 for a municipal board of election commissioners' selection of election judges 

in each precinct, whichever is appropriate. In addition to such precinct judges, the board of election 

commissioners shall appoint special panels of 3 judges each, who shall possess the same qualifications 
and shall be appointed in the same manner and with the same division between political parties as is 

provided for other judges of election. The number of such panels of judges required shall be determined 

by regulation of the State Board of Elections, which shall base the required number of special panels on 
the number of registered voters in the jurisdiction or the number of absentee ballots voted at recent 

elections or any combination of such factors. A municipal board of election commissioners shall make the 

selections of persons qualified under Section 14-1 from certified lists furnished by the chairman of the 
respective county central committees, or each ward committeeperson in a municipality of 500,000 or more 

inhabitants, of the 2 leading political parties. Lists furnished by chairmen of county central committees or 

ward committeepersons, as the case may be, under this Section shall be arranged according to precincts. 
The chairman of each county central committee or ward committeepersons, as the case may be, shall, 

insofar as possible, list persons who reside within the precinct in which they are to serve as judges. 

However, he may, in his sole discretion, submit the names of persons who reside outside the precinct but 
within the county embracing the precinct in which they are to serve. He must, however, submit the names 

of at least 2 residents of the precinct for each precinct in which his party is to have 3 judges and must 

submit the name of at least one resident of the precinct for each precinct in which his party is to have 2 
judges. The board of election commissioners shall no later than March 1 of each even-numbered year 

notify the chairmen of the respective county central committees or ward committeepersons, as the case 

may be, of their responsibility to furnish such lists, and each such chairman shall furnish the board of 
election commissioners with the list for his party on or before May 1 of each even-numbered year. The 

board of election commissioners shall acknowledge in writing to each county chairman or ward 

committeepersons, as the case may be, the names of all persons submitted on such certified list and the 
total number of persons listed thereon. If no such list is furnished or if no names or an insufficient number 

of names are furnished for certain precincts, the board of election commissioners shall make or complete 

such list from the names contained in the supplemental list provided for in Section 14-3.2. Judges of 
election shall hold their office for 2 years from their appointment and until their successors are duly 

appointed in the manner herein provided. The board of election commissioners shall, subject to the 
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provisions of Section 14-3.2, fill all vacancies in the office of judges of election at any time in the manner 
herein provided.  

    Such selections under this Section shall be confirmed by the court as provided in Section 14-5.  

(Source: P.A. 94-1000, eff. 7-3-06.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/14-3.2) (from Ch. 46, par. 14-3.2)  

    Sec. 14-3.2. In addition to the list provided for in Section 14-3.1, the chairman of the county central 

committee, or each ward committeeperson in a municipality of 500,000 or more inhabitants, of each of the 
2 leading political parties shall furnish to the board of election commissioners a supplemental list, arranged 

according to precinct in which they are to serve, of persons available as judges of election, the names and 

number of all persons listed thereon to be acknowledged in writing to the county chairman or ward 
committeepersons, as the case may be, submitting such list by the board of election commissioners. The 

board of election commissioners shall select from this supplemental list persons qualified under Section 
14-1, to fill vacancies among the judges of election. If the list provided for in Section 14-3.1 for any 

precinct is exhausted, then selection shall be made from the supplemental list furnished by the chairman 

of the county central committee or ward committeepersons, as the case may be, of the party. If such 
supplemental list is exhausted for any precinct, then selection shall be made from any of the persons on 

the supplemental list without regard to the precincts in which they are listed to serve. No selection or 

appointment from the supplemental list shall be made more than 21 days prior to the date of precinct 

registration for those judges needed as precinct registrars, and more than 60 45 days prior to the date of an 

election for those additional persons needed as election judges. In any case where selection cannot be made 

from the supplemental list without violating Section 14-1, selection shall be made from outside the 
supplemental list of some person qualified under Section 14-1.  

(Source: P.A. 93-574, eff. 8-21-03.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/16-5.01) (from Ch. 46, par. 16-5.01)  
    Sec. 16-5.01. (a) The election authority shall, at least 46 days prior to the date of any election at which 

federal officers are elected and 45 days prior to any other regular election, have a sufficient number of 

ballots printed so that such ballots will be available for mailing 45 days prior to the date of the election to 
persons who have filed application for a ballot under the provisions of Article 20 of this Act.  

    (b) If at any election at which federal offices are elected or nominated the election authority is unable 

to comply with the provisions of subsection (a), the election authority shall mail to each such person, in 
lieu of the ballot, a Special Write-in Vote by Mail Absentee Voter's Blank Ballot. The Special Write-in 

Vote by Mail Absentee Voter's Blank Ballot shall be used at all elections at which federal officers are 

elected or nominated and shall be prepared by the election authority in substantially the following form:  
Special Write-in Vote by Mail Absentee Voter's Blank Ballot 

    (To vote for a person, write the title of the office and his or her name on the lines provided. Place to the 

left of and opposite the title of office a square and place a cross (X) in the square.)  
        Title of Office                 Name of Candidate  

(    )                                                                                                                                          

(    )                                                                                                                                          
(    )                                                                                                                                          

(    )                                                                                                                                          

(    )                                                                                                                                          
(    )                                                                                                                                          

    The election authority shall send with the Special Write-in Vote by Mail Absentee Voter's Blank Ballot 

a list of all referenda for which the voter is qualified to vote and all candidates for whom nomination 
papers have been filed and for whom the voter is qualified to vote. The voter shall be entitled to write in 

the name of any candidate seeking election and any referenda for which he or she is entitled to vote.  

    On the back or outside of the ballot, so as to appear when folded, shall be printed the words "Official 
Ballot", the date of the election and a facsimile of the signature of the election authority who has caused 

the ballot to be printed.  

    The provisions of Article 20, insofar as they may be applicable to the Special Write-in Vote by Mail 
Absentee Voter's Blank Ballot, shall be applicable herein.  

    (c) Notwithstanding any provision of this Code or other law to the contrary, the governing body of a 

municipality may adopt, upon submission of a written statement by the municipality's election authority 
attesting to the administrative ability of the election authority to administer an election using a ranked 

ballot to the municipality's governing body, an ordinance requiring, and that municipality's election 

authority shall prepare, a ranked vote by mail absentee ballot for municipal and township office candidates 
to be voted on in the consolidated election. This ranked ballot shall be for use only by a qualified voter 

who either is a member of the United States military or will be outside of the United States on the 
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consolidated primary election day and the consolidated election day. The ranked ballot shall contain a list 
of the titles of all municipal and township offices potentially contested at both the consolidated primary 

election and the consolidated election and the candidates for each office and shall permit the elector to 

vote in the consolidated election by indicating his or her order of preference for each candidate for each 
office. To indicate his or her order of preference for each candidate for each office, the voter shall put the 

number one next to the name of the candidate who is the voter's first choice, the number 2 for his or her 

second choice, and so forth so that, in consecutive numerical order, a number indicating the voter's 
preference is written by the voter next to each candidate's name on the ranked ballot. The voter shall not 

be required to indicate his or her preference for more than one candidate on the ranked ballot. The voter 

may not cast a write-in vote using the ranked ballot for the consolidated election. The election authority 
shall, if using the ranked vote by mail absentee ballot authorized by this subsection, also prepare 

instructions for use of the ranked ballot. The ranked ballot for the consolidated election shall be mailed to 
the voter at the same time that the ballot for the consolidated primary election is mailed to the voter and 

the election authority shall accept the completed ranked ballot for the consolidated election when the 

authority accepts the completed ballot for the consolidated primary election.  
    The voter shall also be sent a vote by mail an absentee ballot for the consolidated election for those 

races that are not related to the results of the consolidated primary election as soon as the consolidated 

election ballot is certified.  

    The State Board of Elections shall adopt rules for election authorities for the implementation of this 

subsection, including but not limited to the application for and counting of ranked ballots.  

(Source: P.A. 96-1004, eff. 1-1-11; 97-81, eff. 7-5-11.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/17-8) (from Ch. 46, par. 17-8)  

    Sec. 17-8. The county clerk shall provide in each polling place, so designated or provided a sufficient 

number of booths, which shall be provided with such supplies and conveniences, including shelves, pens, 
penholders, ink, blotters and pencils, as will enable the voter to prepare his ballot for voting, and in which 

voters may prepare their ballots screened from all observation as to the manner in which they do so. They 

shall be within plain view of election officers, and both they and the ballot boxes shall be within plain 
view of those within the proximity of the voting booths. Each of said booths shall have 3 sides enclosed, 

one side in front, to be closed with a curtain. Each side of each booth shall be 6 feet 4 inches and the 

curtain shall extend within 2 feet of the floor, which shall be closed while the voter is preparing his ballot. 
Each booth shall be at least 32 inches square and shall contain a shelf at least one foot wide, at a convenient 

height for writing. No person other than the election officers and the challengers allowed by law, and those 

admitted for the purpose of voting as herein provided, shall be permitted within the proximity of the voting 
booths, (i) except by authority of the election officers to keep order and enforce the law and (ii) except 

that one or more children under the age of 18 may accompany their parent or guardian into the voting 

booth as long as a request to do so is made to the election officers and, in the sole discretion of the election 
officers, the child or children are not likely to disrupt or interfere with the voting process or influence the 

casting of a vote. The number of such voting booths shall not be less than one to every 75 voters or fraction 

thereof who voted at the last preceding election in the precinct. The expense of providing booths and other 
things required in this Act shall be paid in the same manner as other election expenses.  

    Where electronic voting systems are used, a booth with a self-contained electronic voting device may 

be used. Each such booth shall have 3 sides enclosed and shall be equipped with a curtain for closing the 
front of the booth. The curtain must extend to within 2 feet of the floor. Each side shall be of such a height, 

in no event less than 5 feet, one inch, as to insure the secrecy of the voter. Each booth shall be at least 32 

inches square, provided, however, that where a booth is no more than 23 inches wide and the sides of such 
booth extend from a point below the device to a height of 5 feet, one inch, at the front of the booth, and 

such booth insures that voters may prepare their ballots in secrecy, such booth may be used. If an election 

authority provides each polling place with stickers or emblems to be given to voters indicating that the 
person has voted, no person who has voted shall be denied such sticker or emblem.  

(Source: P.A. 94-288, eff. 1-1-06.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/17-9) (from Ch. 46, par. 17-9)  
    Sec. 17-9. Any person desiring to vote shall give his name and, if required to do so, his residence to the 

judges of election, one of whom shall thereupon announce the same in a loud and distinct tone of voice, 

clear, and audible; the judges of elections shall check each application for ballot against the list of voters 
registered in that precinct to whom grace period, vote by mail absentee, or early ballots have been issued 

for that election, which shall be provided by the election authority and which list shall be available for 

inspection by pollwatchers. A voter applying to vote in the precinct on election day whose name appears 
on the list as having been issued a grace period, vote by mail absentee, or early ballot shall not be permitted 

to vote in the precinct, except that a voter to whom a vote by mail an absentee ballot was issued may vote 
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in the precinct if the voter submits to the election judges that vote by mail absentee ballot for cancellation. 
If the voter is unable to submit the vote by mail absentee ballot, it shall be sufficient for the voter to submit 

to the election judges (i) a portion of the vote by mail absentee ballot if the vote by mail absentee ballot 

was torn or mutilated or (ii) an affidavit executed before the election judges specifying that (A) the voter 
never received a vote by mail an absentee ballot or (B) the voter completed and returned a vote by mail an 

absentee ballot and was informed that the election authority did not receive that vote by mail absentee 

ballot. All applicable provisions of Articles 4, 5 or 6 shall be complied with and if such name is found on 
the register of voters by the officer having charge thereof, he shall likewise repeat said name, and the voter 

shall be allowed to enter within the proximity of the voting booths, as above provided. One of the judges 

shall give the voter one, and only one of each ballot to be voted at the election, on the back of which ballots 
such judge shall indorse his initials in such manner that they may be seen when each such ballot is properly 

folded, and the voter's name shall be immediately checked on the register list. In those election jurisdictions 
where perforated ballot cards are utilized of the type on which write-in votes can be cast above the 

perforation, the election authority shall provide a space both above and below the perforation for the 

judge's initials, and the judge shall endorse his or her initials in both spaces. Whenever a proposal for a 
constitutional amendment or for the calling of a constitutional convention is to be voted upon at the 

election, the separate blue ballot or ballots pertaining thereto shall, when being handed to the voter, be 

placed on top of the other ballots to be voted at the election in such manner that the legend appearing on 

the back thereof, as prescribed in Section 16-6 of this Act, shall be plainly visible to the voter. At all 

elections, when a registry may be required, if the name of any person so desiring to vote at such election 

is not found on the register of voters, he or she shall not receive a ballot until he or she shall have complied 
with the law prescribing the manner and conditions of voting by unregistered voters. If any person desiring 

to vote at any election shall be challenged, he or she shall not receive a ballot until he or she shall have 

established his right to vote in the manner provided hereinafter; and if he or she shall be challenged after 
he has received his ballot, he shall not be permitted to vote until he or she has fully complied with such 

requirements of the law upon being challenged. Besides the election officer, not more than 2 voters in 

excess of the whole number of voting booths provided shall be allowed within the proximity of the voting 
booths at one time. The provisions of this Act, so far as they require the registration of voters as a condition 

to their being allowed to vote shall not apply to persons otherwise entitled to vote, who are, at the time of 

the election, or at any time within 60 days prior to such election have been engaged in the military or naval 
service of the United States, and who appear personally at the polling place on election day and produce 

to the judges of election satisfactory evidence thereof, but such persons, if otherwise qualified to vote, 

shall be permitted to vote at such election without previous registration.  
    All such persons shall also make an affidavit which shall be in substantially the following form:  

State of Illinois,) 

                  ) ss. 
County of ........) 

............... Precinct   .......... Ward  

    I, ...., do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I am a citizen of the United States, of the age of 18 years or 
over, and that within the past 60 days prior to the date of this election at which I am applying to vote, I 

have been engaged in the .... (military or naval) service of the United States; and I am qualified to vote 

under and by virtue of the Constitution and laws of the State of Illinois, and that I am a legally qualified 
voter of this precinct and ward except that I have, because of such service, been unable to register as a 

voter; that I now reside at .... (insert street and number, if any) in this precinct and ward; that I have 

maintained a legal residence in this precinct and ward for 30 days and in this State 30 days next preceding 
this election.  

......................... 

    Subscribed and sworn to before me on (insert date).  
......................... 

Judge of Election. 

  
    The affidavit of any such person shall be supported by the affidavit of a resident and qualified voter of 

any such precinct and ward, which affidavit shall be in substantially the following form:  

State of Illinois,) 
                  ) ss. 

County of ........) 

........... Precinct   ........... Ward  
    I, ...., do solemnly swear (or affirm), that I am a resident of this precinct and ward and entitled to vote 

at this election; that I am acquainted with .... (name of the applicant); that I verily believe him to be an 
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actual bona fide resident of this precinct and ward and that I verily believe that he or she has maintained a 
legal residence therein 30 days and in this State 30 days next preceding this election.  

......................... 

    Subscribed and sworn to before me on (insert date).  
......................... 

Judge of Election. 

  
    All affidavits made under the provisions of this Section shall be enclosed in a separate envelope securely 

sealed, and shall be transmitted with the returns of the elections to the county clerk or to the board of 

election commissioners, who shall preserve the said affidavits for the period of 6 months, during which 
period such affidavits shall be deemed public records and shall be freely open to examination as such.  

(Source: P.A. 94-645, eff. 8-22-05; 94-1000, eff. 7-3-06.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/17-18.1) (from Ch. 46, par. 17-18.1)  

    Sec. 17-18.1. Wherever the judicial retention ballot to be used in any general election contains the names 

of more than 15 judges on a separate paper ballot, the County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners 
as the case may be, shall designate special judges of election for the purpose of tallying and canvassing 

the votes cast for and against the propositions for the retention of judges in office in such places and at 

such times as the County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners determine. Special judges of election 

shall be designated from certified lists submitted by the respective chairmen of the county central 

committees of the two leading political parties. In the event that the County Clerk or Board of Election 

Commissioners as the case may be, decides that the counting of the retention ballots shall be performed in 
the precinct where such ballots are cast, 2 special judges of election shall be designated to tally and canvass 

the vote of each precinct with one being named from each of the 2 leading political parties.  

    In the event that the County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners decides that the judicial retention 
ballots from several precincts shall be tallied and canvassed in a central or common location, then each 

major political party shall be entitled to an equal number of special election judges in each such central or 

common location. The County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners, as the case may be, shall 
inform, no later than 75 days prior to such election, the respective chairmen of the county central 

committees of the location or locations where the counting of retention ballots will be done, the number 

of names to be included on the certified lists, and the number of special election judges to be selected from 
those lists. If the certified list for either party is not submitted within thirty days after the chairmen have 

been so informed, the County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners shall designate special judges of 

election for that party in whatever manner it determines.  
    The County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners shall apply to the Circuit Court for the 

confirmation of the special judges of election designated under this Section. The court shall confirm or 

refuse to confirm such designations as the interest of the public may require. Those confirmed shall be 
officers of the court and subject to its disciplinary powers.  

    The County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners shall, in the exercise of sound discretion, 

prescribe the forms, materials and supplies together with the procedures for completion and return thereof 
for use in such election by special judges of election. The special judges of election designated under this 

Section shall have full responsibility and authority for tallying and canvassing the votes pertaining to the 

retention of judges and the return of ballots and supplies.  
    If the County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners decides that the counting of the retention 

ballots shall be performed in the precinct where such ballots were cast, at least 2 ballot boxes shall be 

provided for paper retention ballots, one of which shall be used from the opening of the polls until 9:00 
a.m. and from 12:00 noon until 3:00 p.m. and the second of which shall be used from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 

noon and from 3:00 p.m. until the closing of the polls; provided that if additional ballot boxes are provided, 

the additional boxes shall be used instead of reusing boxes used earlier. At the close of each such period 
of use, a ballot box used for retention ballots shall be immediately unsealed and opened and the ballots 

therein counted and tallied by the special judges of election. After counting and tallying the retention 

ballots, the special judges of election shall place the counted ballots in a container provided for that purpose 
by the County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners and clearly marked with the appropriate printing 

and shall thereupon seal such container. One such container shall be provided for each of the four time 

periods and clearly designated as the container for the respective period. The tally shall be recorded on 
sheets provided by the County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners and designated as tally sheets 

for the respective time periods. Before a ballot box may be reused, it shall in the presence of all of the 

judges of election be verified to be empty, whereupon it shall be resealed. After the close of the polls, and 
after the tally of votes cast by vote by mail absentee voters, the special judges of election shall add together 

the tallies of all the ballot boxes used throughout the day, and complete the canvass of votes for retention 
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of judges in the manner established by this Act. All of these procedures shall be carried out within the 
clear view of the other judges of election. The sealed containers of used retention ballots shall be returned 

with other voted ballots to the County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners in the manner provided 

by this Act.  
    The compensation of a special judge of election may not exceed $30 per judge per precinct or district 

canvassed.  

    This Section does not affect any other office or the conduct of any other election held at the same time 
as the election for the retention of judges in office.  

(Source: P.A. 81-850; 81-1149.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/17-19.2) (from Ch. 46, par. 17-19.2)  
    Sec. 17-19.2. Where a vacancy in nomination is filled pursuant to Section 7-61 or Section 10-11, the 

vote by mail absentee votes cast for the original candidate on the first ballot shall not be counted. For this 
purpose, in those jurisdictions where electronic voting systems are used, the election authority shall 

determine a method by which the first ballots containing the name of the original candidate may be 

segregated from the revised ballots containing the name of the successor candidate and separately counted.  
    Where a vacancy in nomination is not filled pursuant to Section 7-61 or Section 10-11, all votes cast for 

the original candidate shall be counted for such candidate.  

(Source: P.A. 84-861.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/17-21) (from Ch. 46, par. 17-21)  

    Sec. 17-21. When the votes shall have been examined and counted, the judges shall set down on a sheet 

or return form to be supplied to them, the name of every person voted for, written or printed at full length, 
the office for which such person received such votes, and the number he did receive and such additional 

information as is necessary to complete, as nearly as circumstances will admit, the following form, to-wit:  

TALLY SHEET AND CERTIFICATE OF 
RESULTS 

    We do hereby certify that at the .... election held in the precinct hereinafter (general or special) specified 

on (insert date), a total of .... voters requested and received ballots and we do further certify:  
    Number of blank ballots delivered to us ....  

    Number of vote by mail absentee ballots delivered to us ....  

    Total number of ballots delivered to us ....  
    Number of blank and spoiled ballots returned.  

    (1) Total number of ballots cast (in box)....  

    .... Defective and Objected To ballots sealed in envelope  
    (2) .... Total number of ballots cast (in box)  

Line (2) equals line (1) 

    We further certify that each of the candidates for representative in the General Assembly received the 
number of votes ascribed to him on the separate tally sheet.  

    We further certify that each candidate received the number of votes set forth opposite his name or in the 

box containing his name on the tally sheet contained in the page or pages immediately following our 
signatures.  

    The undersigned actually served as judges and counted the ballots at the election on the .... day of .... in 

the .... precinct of the (1) *township of ...., or (2) *City of ...., or (3) *.... ward in the city of .... and the 
polls were opened at 6:00 A.M. and closed at 7:00 P.M. Certified by us.  

*Fill in either (1), (2) or (3) 

        A B, ....(Address)  
        C D, ....(Address)  

        E F, ....(Address)  

        G H, ....(Address)  
        I J, ....(Address)  

  

    Each tally sheet shall be in substantially one of the following forms:  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

    Candidate's     

Name of Candidates   Total     
office Names   Vote 5 10 15 20 

----- 

United John Smith   77   11  
States         

Senator         
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----- 
----- 

 Names of candidates     

Name of and total vote     
office  for each   5 10 15 20 

----- 

For United John Smith      
States 

Senator 

 Total Vote..................     
----- 

 

(Source: P.A. 98-463, eff. 8-16-13.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/17-23) (from Ch. 46, par. 17-23)  

    Sec. 17-23. Pollwatchers in a general election shall be authorized in the following manner:  

    (1) Each established political party shall be entitled to appoint two pollwatchers per precinct. Such 
pollwatchers must be affiliated with the political party for which they are pollwatching. For all elections, 

the pollwatchers must be registered to vote in Illinois.  

    (2) Each candidate shall be entitled to appoint two pollwatchers per precinct. For all elections, the 

pollwatchers must be registered to vote in Illinois.  

    (3) Each organization of citizens within the county or political subdivision, which has among its purposes 

or interests the investigation or prosecution of election frauds, and which shall have registered its name 
and address and the name and addresses of its principal officers with the proper election authority at least 

40 days before the election, shall be entitled to appoint one pollwatcher per precinct. For all elections, the 

pollwatcher must be registered to vote in Illinois.  
    (3.5) Each State nonpartisan civic organization within the county or political subdivision shall be entitled 

to appoint one pollwatcher per precinct, provided that no more than 2 pollwatchers appointed by State 

nonpartisan civic organizations shall be present in a precinct polling place at the same time. Each 
organization shall have registered the names and addresses of its principal officers with the proper election 

authority at least 40 days before the election. The pollwatchers must be registered to vote in Illinois. For 

the purpose of this paragraph, a "State nonpartisan civic organization" means any corporation, 
unincorporated association, or organization that: 

        (i) as part of its written articles of incorporation, bylaws, or charter or by separate  

     
written declaration, has among its stated purposes the provision of voter information and education, the 
protection of individual voters' rights, and the promotion of free and equal elections; 

 

        (ii) is organized or primarily conducts its activities within the State of Illinois; and 

        (iii) continuously maintains an office or business location within the State of  

     
Illinois, together with a current listed telephone number (a post office box number without a current 

listed telephone number is not sufficient).  
 

    (4) In any general election held to elect candidates for the offices of a municipality of less than 3,000,000 
population that is situated in 2 or more counties, a pollwatcher who is a resident of Illinois shall be eligible 

to serve as a pollwatcher in any poll located within such municipality, provided that such pollwatcher 

otherwise complies with the respective requirements of subsections (1) through (3) of this Section and is 
a registered voter in Illinois.  

    (5) Each organized group of proponents or opponents of a ballot proposition, which shall have registered 

the name and address of its organization or committee and the name and address of its chairman with the 
proper election authority at least 40 days before the election, shall be entitled to appoint one pollwatcher 

per precinct. The pollwatcher must be registered to vote in Illinois.  

    All pollwatchers shall be required to have proper credentials. Such credentials shall be printed in 
sufficient quantities, shall be issued by and under the facsimile signature(s) of the election authority or the 

State Board of Elections and shall be available for distribution by the election authority and State Board 

of Elections at least 2 weeks prior to the election. Such credentials shall be authorized by the real or 
facsimile signature of the State or local party official or the candidate or the presiding officer of the civic 

organization or the chairman of the proponent or opponent group, as the case may be. Neither the election 

authority nor the State Board of Elections may require any such party official or the candidate or the 
presiding officer of the civic organization or the chairman of the proponent or opponent group to submit 

the names or other information concerning pollwatchers before making credentials available to such 

persons or organizations.  
    Pollwatcher credentials shall be in substantially the following form:  
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POLLWATCHER CREDENTIALS 
TO THE JUDGES OF ELECTION:  

    In accordance with the provisions of the Election Code, the undersigned hereby appoints .......... (name 

of pollwatcher) who resides at ........... (address) in the county of ..........., .......... (township or municipality) 
of ........... (name), State of Illinois and who is duly registered to vote from this address, to act as a 

pollwatcher in the ........... precinct of the ........... ward (if applicable) of the ........... (township or 

municipality) of ........... at the ........... election to be held on (insert date).  
........................  (Signature of Appointing Authority)  

......................... TITLE  (party official,  candidate, 

                                civic organization president, 
                        proponent or opponent group chairman)  

  
    Under penalties provided by law pursuant to Section 29-10 of the Election Code, the undersigned 

pollwatcher certifies that he or she resides at ................ (address) in the county of ............, ......... (township 

or municipality) of ........... (name), State of Illinois, and is duly registered to vote in Illinois.  
..........................                                                                        .......................  

(Precinct and/or Ward in                                                                       (Signature of Pollwatcher)  

Which Pollwatcher Resides)  

  

    Pollwatchers must present their credentials to the Judges of Election upon entering the polling place. 

Pollwatcher credentials properly executed and signed shall be proof of the qualifications of the pollwatcher 
authorized thereby. Such credentials are retained by the Judges and returned to the Election Authority at 

the end of the day of election with the other election materials. Once a pollwatcher has surrendered a valid 

credential, he may leave and reenter the polling place provided that such continuing action does not disrupt 
the conduct of the election. Pollwatchers may be substituted during the course of the day, but established 

political parties, candidates and qualified civic organizations can have only as many pollwatchers at any 

given time as are authorized in this Article. A substitute must present his signed credential to the judges 
of election upon entering the polling place. Election authorities must provide a sufficient number of 

credentials to allow for substitution of pollwatchers. After the polls have closed pollwatchers shall be 

allowed to remain until the canvass of votes is completed; but may leave and reenter only in cases of 
necessity, provided that such action is not so continuous as to disrupt the canvass of votes.  

    Candidates seeking office in a district or municipality encompassing 2 or more counties shall be admitted 

to any and all polling places throughout such district or municipality without regard to the counties in 
which such candidates are registered to vote. Actions of such candidates shall be governed in each polling 

place by the same privileges and limitations that apply to pollwatchers as provided in this Section. Any 

such candidate who engages in an activity in a polling place which could reasonably be construed by a 
majority of the judges of election as campaign activity shall be removed forthwith from such polling place.  

    Candidates seeking office in a district or municipality encompassing 2 or more counties who desire to 

be admitted to polling places on election day in such district or municipality shall be required to have 
proper credentials. Such credentials shall be printed in sufficient quantities, shall be issued by and under 

the facsimile signature of the State Board of Elections or the election authority of the election jurisdiction 

where the polling place in which the candidate seeks admittance is located, and shall be available for 
distribution at least 2 weeks prior to the election. Such credentials shall be signed by the candidate.  

    Candidate credentials shall be in substantially the following form:  

   
CANDIDATE CREDENTIALS 

    TO THE JUDGES OF ELECTION:  

    In accordance with the provisions of the Election Code, I ...... (name of candidate) hereby certify that I 
am a candidate for ....... (name of office) and seek admittance to ....... precinct of the ....... ward (if 

applicable) of the ....... (township or municipality) of ....... at the ....... election to be held on (insert date).  

.........................             .......................  
(Signature of Candidate)              OFFICE FOR WHICH 

                                      CANDIDATE SEEKS 

                                      NOMINATION OR 
                                      ELECTION  

  

    Pollwatchers shall be permitted to observe all proceedings and view all reasonably requested records 
relating to the conduct of the election, provided the secrecy of the ballot is not impinged, and to station 

themselves in a position in the voting room as will enable them to observe the judges making the signature 
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comparison between the voter application and the voter registration record card; provided, however, that 
such pollwatchers shall not be permitted to station themselves in such close proximity to the judges of 

election so as to interfere with the orderly conduct of the election and shall not, in any event, be permitted 

to handle election materials. Pollwatchers may challenge for cause the voting qualifications of a person 
offering to vote and may call to the attention of the judges of election any incorrect procedure or apparent 

violations of this Code.  

    If a majority of the judges of election determine that the polling place has become too overcrowded with 
pollwatchers so as to interfere with the orderly conduct of the election, the judges shall, by lot, limit such 

pollwatchers to a reasonable number, except that each established or new political party shall be permitted 

to have at least one pollwatcher present.  
    Representatives of an election authority, with regard to an election under its jurisdiction, the State Board 

of Elections, and law enforcement agencies, including but not limited to a United States Attorney, a State's 
attorney, the Attorney General, and a State, county, or local police department, in the performance of their 

official election duties, shall be permitted at all times to enter and remain in the polling place. Upon 

entering the polling place, such representatives shall display their official credentials or other identification 
to the judges of election.  

    Uniformed police officers assigned to polling place duty shall follow all lawful instructions of the judges 

of election.  

    The provisions of this Section shall also apply to supervised casting of vote by mail absentee ballots as 

provided in Section 19-12.2 of this Act.  

(Source: P.A. 98-115, eff. 7-29-13.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/17-29) (from Ch. 46, par. 17-29)  

    Sec. 17-29. (a) No judge of election, pollwatcher, or other person shall, at any primary or election, do 

any electioneering or soliciting of votes or engage in any political discussion within any polling place, 
within 100 feet of any polling place, or, at the option of a church or private school, on any of the property 

of that church or private school that is a polling place; no person shall interrupt, hinder or oppose any voter 

while approaching within those areas for the purpose of voting. Judges of election shall enforce the 
provisions of this Section.  

    (b) Election officers shall place 2 or more cones, small United States national flags, or some other 

marker a distance of 100 horizontal feet from each entrance to the room used by voters to engage in voting, 
which shall be known as the polling room. If the polling room is located within a building that is a private 

business, a public or private school, or a church or other organization founded for the purpose of religious 

worship and the distance of 100 horizontal feet ends within the interior of the building, then the markers 
shall be placed outside of the building at each entrance used by voters to enter that building on the grounds 

adjacent to the thoroughfare or walkway. If the polling room is located within a public or private building 

with 2 or more floors and the polling room is located on the ground floor, then the markers shall be placed 
100 horizontal feet from each entrance to the polling room used by voters to engage in voting. If the polling 

room is located in a public or private building with 2 or more floors and the polling room is located on a 

floor above or below the ground floor, then the markers shall be placed a distance of 100 feet from the 
nearest elevator or staircase used by voters on the ground floor to access the floor where the polling room 

is located. The area within where the markers are placed shall be known as a campaign free zone, and 

electioneering is prohibited pursuant to this subsection. Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
Section, a church or private school may choose to apply the campaign free zone to its entire property, and, 

if so, the markers shall be placed near the boundaries on the grounds adjacent to the thoroughfares or 

walkways leading to the entrances used by the voters. If an election authority maintains a website, no later 
than 5 days before election day, each election authority shall post on its website the name and address of 

every polling place designated as a campaign free zone. This information shall be immediately provided 

to any person upon request, and a requester shall not be required to submit a request under the Freedom of 
Information Act.  

    The area on polling place property beyond the campaign free zone, whether publicly or privately owned, 

is a public forum for the time that the polls are open on an election day. At the request of election officers 
any publicly owned building must be made available for use as a polling place. A person shall have the 

right to congregate and engage in electioneering on any polling place property while the polls are open 

beyond the campaign free zone, including but not limited to, the placement of temporary signs. This 
subsection shall be construed liberally in favor of persons engaging in electioneering on all polling place 

property beyond the campaign free zone for the time that the polls are open on an election day. At or near 

the door of each polling place, the election judges shall place signage indicating the proper entrance to the 
polling place. In addition, the election judges shall ensure that a sign identifying the location of the polling 
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place is placed on a nearby public roadway. The State Board of Elections shall establish guidelines for the 
placement of polling place signage.  

    (c) The regulation of electioneering on polling place property on an election day, including but not 

limited to the placement of temporary signs, is an exclusive power and function of the State. A home rule 
unit may not regulate electioneering and any ordinance or local law contrary to subsection (c) is declared 

void. This is a denial and limitation of home rule powers and functions under subsection (h) of Section 6 

of Article VII of the Illinois Constitution.  
(Source: P.A. 95-699, eff. 11-9-07.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/18-5) (from Ch. 46, par. 18-5)  

    Sec. 18-5. Any person desiring to vote and whose name is found upon the register of voters by the 
person having charge thereof, shall then be questioned by one of the judges as to his nativity, his term of 

residence at present address, precinct, State and United States, his age, whether naturalized and if so the 
date of naturalization papers and court from which secured, and he shall be asked to state his residence 

when last previously registered and the date of the election for which he then registered. The judges of 

elections shall check each application for ballot against the list of voters registered in that precinct to whom 
grace period, vote by mail absentee, and early ballots have been issued for that election, which shall be 

provided by the election authority and which list shall be available for inspection by pollwatchers. A voter 

applying to vote in the precinct on election day whose name appears on the list as having been issued a 

grace period, vote by mail absentee, or early ballot shall not be permitted to vote in the precinct, except 

that a voter to whom a vote by mail an absentee ballot was issued may vote in the precinct if the voter 

submits to the election judges that vote by mail absentee ballot for cancellation. If the voter is unable to 
submit the vote by mail absentee ballot, it shall be sufficient for the voter to submit to the election judges 

(i) a portion of the vote by mail absentee ballot if the vote by mail absentee ballot was torn or mutilated or 

(ii) an affidavit executed before the election judges specifying that (A) the voter never received a vote by 
mail an absentee ballot or (B) the voter completed and returned a vote by mail an absentee ballot and was 

informed that the election authority did not receive that vote by mail absentee ballot. If such person so 

registered shall be challenged as disqualified, the party challenging shall assign his reasons therefor, and 
thereupon one of the judges shall administer to him an oath to answer questions, and if he shall take the 

oath he shall then be questioned by the judge or judges touching such cause of challenge, and touching 

any other cause of disqualification. And he may also be questioned by the person challenging him in regard 
to his qualifications and identity. But if a majority of the judges are of the opinion that he is the person so 

registered and a qualified voter, his vote shall then be received accordingly. But if his vote be rejected by 

such judges, such person may afterward produce and deliver an affidavit to such judges, subscribed and 
sworn to by him before one of the judges, in which it shall be stated how long he has resided in such 

precinct, and state; that he is a citizen of the United States, and is a duly qualified voter in such precinct, 

and that he is the identical person so registered. In addition to such an affidavit, the person so challenged 
shall provide to the judges of election proof of residence by producing 2 forms of identification showing 

the person's current residence address, provided that such identification may include a lease or contract for 

a residence and not more than one piece of mail addressed to the person at his current residence address 
and postmarked not earlier than 30 days prior to the date of the election, or the person shall procure a 

witness personally known to the judges of election, and resident in the precinct (or district), or who shall 

be proved by some legal voter of such precinct or district, known to the judges to be such, who shall take 
the oath following, viz:  

    I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I am a resident of this election precinct (or district), and entitled to 

vote at this election, and that I have been a resident of this State for 30 days last past, and am well 
acquainted with the person whose vote is now offered; that he is an actual and bona fide resident of this 

election precinct (or district), and has resided herein 30 days, and as I verily believe, in this State, 30 days 

next preceding this election.  
    The oath in each case may be administered by one of the judges of election, or by any officer, resident 

in the precinct or district, authorized by law to administer oaths. Also supported by an affidavit by a 

registered voter residing in such precinct, stating his own residence, and that he knows such person; and 
that he does reside at the place mentioned and has resided in such precinct and state for the length of time 

as stated by such person, which shall be subscribed and sworn to in the same way. For purposes of this 

Section, the submission of a photo identification issued by a college or university, accompanied by either 
(i) a copy of the applicant's contract or lease for a residence or (ii) one piece of mail addressed to the 

person at his or her current residence address and postmarked not earlier than 30 days prior to the date of 

the election, shall be sufficient to establish proof of residence. Whereupon the vote of such person shall 
be received, and entered as other votes. But such judges, having charge of such registers, shall state in 

their respective books the facts in such case, and the affidavits, so delivered to the judges, shall be 
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preserved and returned to the office of the commissioners of election. Blank affidavits of the character 
aforesaid shall be sent out to the judges of all the precincts, and the judges of election shall furnish the 

same on demand and administer the oaths without criticism. Such oaths, if administered by any other 

officer than such judge of election, shall not be received. Whenever a proposal for a constitutional 
amendment or for the calling of a constitutional convention is to be voted upon at the election, the separate 

blue ballot or ballots pertaining thereto shall be placed on top of the other ballots to be voted at the election 

in such manner that the legend appearing on the back thereof, as prescribed in Section 16-6 of this Act, 
shall be plainly visible to the voter, and in this fashion the ballots shall be handed to the voter by the judge.  

    Immediately after voting, the voter shall be instructed whether the voting equipment, if used, accepted 

or rejected the ballot or identified the ballot as under-voted. A voter whose ballot is identified as under-
voted for a statewide constitutional office may return to the voting booth and complete the voting of that 

ballot. A voter whose ballot is not accepted by the voting equipment may, upon surrendering the ballot, 
request and vote another ballot. The voter's surrendered ballot shall be initialed by the election judge and 

handled as provided in the appropriate Article governing that voting equipment. 

    The voter shall, upon quitting the voting booth, deliver to one of the judges of election all of the ballots, 
properly folded, which he received. The judge of election to whom the voter delivers his ballots shall not 

accept the same unless all of the ballots given to the voter are returned by him. If a voter delivers less than 

all of the ballots given to him, the judge to whom the same are offered shall advise him in a voice clearly 

audible to the other judges of election that the voter must return the remainder of the ballots. The statement 

of the judge to the voter shall clearly express the fact that the voter is not required to vote such remaining 

ballots but that whether or not he votes them he must fold and deliver them to the judge. In making such 
statement the judge of election shall not indicate by word, gesture or intonation of voice that the unreturned 

ballots shall be voted in any particular manner. No new voter shall be permitted to enter the voting booth 

of a voter who has failed to deliver the total number of ballots received by him until such voter has returned 
to the voting booth pursuant to the judge's request and again quit the booth with all of the ballots required 

to be returned by him. Upon receipt of all such ballots the judges of election shall enter the name of the 

voter, and his number, as above provided in this Section, and the judge to whom the ballots are delivered 
shall immediately put the ballots into the ballot box. If any voter who has failed to deliver all the ballots 

received by him refuses to return to the voting booth after being advised by the judge of election as herein 

provided, the judge shall inform the other judges of such refusal, and thereupon the ballot or ballots 
returned to the judge shall be deposited in the ballot box, the voter shall be permitted to depart from the 

polling place, and a new voter shall be permitted to enter the voting booth.  

    The judge of election who receives the ballot or ballots from the voter shall announce the residence and 
name of such voter in a loud voice. The judge shall put the ballot or ballots received from the voter into 

the ballot box in the presence of the voter and the judges of election, and in plain view of the public. The 

judges having charge of such registers shall then, in a column prepared thereon, in the same line of, the 
name of the voter, mark "Voted" or the letter "V".  

    No judge of election shall accept from any voter less than the full number of ballots received by such 

voter without first advising the voter in the manner above provided of the necessity of returning all of the 
ballots, nor shall any such judge advise such voter in a manner contrary to that which is herein permitted, 

or in any other manner violate the provisions of this Section; provided, that the acceptance by a judge of 

election of less than the full number of ballots delivered to a voter who refuses to return to the voting booth 
after being properly advised by such judge shall not be a violation of this Section.  

(Source: P.A. 95-699, eff. 11-9-07; 96-317, eff. 1-1-10.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/18-9.2) (from Ch. 46, par. 18-9.2)  
    Sec. 18-9.2. Where a vacancy in nomination is filled pursuant to Section 7-61 or Section 10-11, the vote 

by mail absentee votes cast for the original candidate on the first ballot shall not be counted. For this 

purpose, in those jurisdictions where electronic voting systems are used, the election authority shall 
determine a method by which the first ballots containing the name of the original candidate may be 

segregated from the revised ballots containing the name of the successor candidate and separately counted.  

    Where a vacancy in nomination is not filled pursuant to Section 7-61 or Section 10-11, all votes cast for 
the original candidate shall be counted for such candidate.  

(Source: P.A. 84-861.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/18A-5)  
    Sec. 18A-5. Provisional voting; general provisions.  

    (a) A person who claims to be a registered voter is entitled to cast a provisional ballot under the following 

circumstances:  
        (1) The person's name does not appear on the official list of eligible voters for the  
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precinct in which the person seeks to vote and the person has refused an opportunity to register at the 
polling location or another grace period registration site. The official list is the centralized statewide 

voter registration list established and maintained in accordance with Section 1A-25; 
 

        (2) The person's voting status has been challenged by an election judge, a pollwatcher,  
     or any legal voter and that challenge has been sustained by a majority of the election judges; 

 

        (3) A federal or State court order extends the time for closing the polls beyond the  

     time period established by State law and the person votes during the extended time period; 
 

        (4) The voter registered to vote by mail and is required by law to present  

     identification when voting either in person or by early voting absentee ballot, but fails to do so;  
 

        (5) The voter's name appears on the list of voters who voted during the early voting  
     period, but the voter claims not to have voted during the early voting period; or  

 

        (6) The voter received a vote by mail an absentee ballot but did not return the vote by mail absentee 
ballot to the election authority;  

     or  
 

        (7) The voter attempted to register to vote on election day, but failed to provide the necessary 
documentation registered to vote during the grace period on the day before election day or on election day 

during the 2014 general election.  

    (b) The procedure for obtaining and casting a provisional ballot at the polling place shall be as follows:  

        (1) After first verifying through an examination of the precinct register that the  

     

person's address is within the precinct boundaries, an election judge at the polling place shall notify a 

person who is entitled to cast a provisional ballot pursuant to subsection (a) that he or she may cast a 
provisional ballot in that election. An election judge must accept any information provided by a person 

who casts a provisional ballot that the person believes supports his or her claim that he or she is a duly 

registered voter and qualified to vote in the election. However, if the person's residence address is 
outside the precinct boundaries, the election judge shall inform the person of that fact, give the person 

the appropriate telephone number of the election authority in order to locate the polling place assigned 

to serve that address, and instruct the person to go to the proper polling place to vote.  
 

        (2) The person shall execute a written form provided by the election judge that shall  

     state or contain all of the following that is available: 
 

             (i) an affidavit stating the following:  
                State of Illinois, County of ................, Township ............., Precinct  

             

........, Ward ........, I, ......................., do solemnly swear (or affirm) that: I am a citizen of the United 

States; I am 18 years of age or older; I have resided in this State and in this precinct for 30 days 
preceding this election; I have not voted in this election; I am a duly registered voter in every 

respect; and I am eligible to vote in this election. Signature ...... Printed Name of Voter ....... Printed 

Residence Address of Voter ...... City ...... State .... Zip Code ..... Telephone Number ...... Date of 
Birth ....... and Illinois Driver's License Number ....... or Last 4 digits of Social Security Number 

...... or State Identification Card Number issued to you by the Illinois Secretary of State........ 
 

            (ii) A box for the election judge to check one of the 6 reasons why the person was  
         given a provisional ballot under subsection (a) of Section 18A-5. 

 

            (iii) An area for the election judge to affix his or her signature and to set forth  

         
any facts that support or oppose the allegation that the person is not qualified to vote in the precinct 
in which the person is seeking to vote. 

 

        The written affidavit form described in this subsection (b)(2) must be printed on a  

     multi-part form prescribed by the county clerk or board of election commissioners, as the case may be. 
 

        (3) After the person executes the portion of the written affidavit described in  

     
subsection (b)(2)(i) of this Section, the election judge shall complete the portion of the written affidavit 

described in subsection (b)(2)(iii) and (b)(2)(iv). 
 

        (4) The election judge shall give a copy of the completed written affidavit to the  

     

person. The election judge shall place the original written affidavit in a self-adhesive clear plastic 

packing list envelope that must be attached to a separate envelope marked as a "provisional ballot 
envelope". The election judge shall also place any information provided by the person who casts a 

provisional ballot in the clear plastic packing list envelope. Each county clerk or board of election 

commissioners, as the case may be, must design, obtain or procure self-adhesive clear plastic packing 
list envelopes and provisional ballot envelopes that are suitable for implementing this subsection (b)(4) 

of this Section. 
 

        (5) The election judge shall provide the person with a provisional ballot, written  

     
instructions for casting a provisional ballot, and the provisional ballot envelope with the clear plastic 

packing list envelope affixed to it, which contains the person's original written affidavit and, if any, 
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information provided by the provisional voter to support his or her claim that he or she is a duly 
registered voter. An election judge must also give the person written information that states that any 

person who casts a provisional ballot shall be able to ascertain, pursuant to guidelines established by the 

State Board of Elections, whether the provisional vote was counted in the official canvass of votes for 
that election and, if the provisional vote was not counted, the reason that the vote was not counted. 

 

        (6) After the person has completed marking his or her provisional ballot, he or she  

     

shall place the marked ballot inside of the provisional ballot envelope, close and seal the envelope, and 
return the envelope to an election judge, who shall then deposit the sealed provisional ballot envelope 

into a securable container separately identified and utilized for containing sealed provisional ballot 

envelopes. Ballots that are provisional because they are cast after 7:00 p.m. by court order shall be kept 
separate from other provisional ballots. Upon the closing of the polls, the securable container shall be 

sealed with filament tape provided for that purpose, which shall be wrapped around the box lengthwise 
and crosswise, at least twice each way, and each of the election judges shall sign the seal. 

 

    (c) Instead of the affidavit form described in subsection (b), the county clerk or board of election 

commissioners, as the case may be, may design and use a multi-part affidavit form that is imprinted upon 
or attached to the provisional ballot envelope described in subsection (b). If a county clerk or board of 

election commissioners elects to design and use its own multi-part affidavit form, then the county clerk or 

board of election commissioners shall establish a mechanism for accepting any information the provisional 

voter has supplied to the election judge to support his or her claim that he or she is a duly registered voter. 

In all other respects, a county clerk or board of election commissioners shall establish procedures 

consistent with subsection (b).  
    (d) The county clerk or board of election commissioners, as the case may be, shall use the completed 

affidavit form described in subsection (b) to update the person's voter registration information in the State 

voter registration database and voter registration database of the county clerk or board of election 
commissioners, as the case may be. If a person is later determined not to be a registered voter based on 

Section 18A-15 of this Code, then the affidavit shall be processed by the county clerk or board of election 

commissioners, as the case may be, as a voter registration application.  
(Source: P.A. 97-766, eff. 7-6-12; 98-691, eff. 7-1-14.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/18A-15)  

    Sec. 18A-15. Validating and counting provisional ballots.  
    (a) The county clerk or board of election commissioners shall complete the validation and counting of 

provisional ballots within 14 calendar days of the day of the election. The county clerk or board of election 

commissioners shall have 7 calendar days from the completion of the validation and counting of 
provisional ballots to conduct its final canvass. The State Board of Elections shall complete within 31 

calendar days of the election or sooner if all the returns are received, its final canvass of the vote for all 

public offices.  
    (b) If a county clerk or board of election commissioners determines that all of the following apply, then 

a provisional ballot is valid and shall be counted as a vote:  

        (1) the provisional voter cast the provisional ballot in the correct precinct based on  

     

the address provided by the provisional voter unless the provisional voter cast a ballot pursuant to 

paragraph (7) of subsection (a) of Section 18A-5, in which case the provisional ballot must have been 

cast in the correct election jurisdiction based on the address provided. The provisional voter's affidavit 
shall serve as a change of address request by that voter for registration purposes for the next ensuing 

election if it bears an address different from that in the records of the election authority. Votes for federal 

and statewide offices on a provisional ballot cast in the incorrect precinct that meet the other 
requirements of this subsection shall be valid and counted in accordance with this Article rules adopted 

by the State Board of Elections. As used in this item, "federal office" is defined as provided in Section 

20-1 and "statewide office" means the Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of State, Comptroller, 
and Treasurer. Votes for General Assembly, countywide, citywide, or township office on a provisional 

ballot cast in the incorrect precinct but in the correct legislative district, representative district, county, 

municipality, or township, as the case may be, shall be valid and counted in accordance with this Article 
rules adopted by the State Board of Elections. As used in this item, "citywide office" means an office 

elected by the electors of an entire municipality. As used in this item, "township office" means an office 

elected by the electors of an entire township; 
 

        (2) the affidavit executed by the provisional voter pursuant to subsection (b)(2) of  

     
Section 18A-5 contains, at a minimum, the provisional voter's first and last name, house number and 

street name, and signature or mark; 
 

        (3) except as permitted by item (5) of subsection (b) of this Section, the provisional voter is a registered 

voter based on information available to the  
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     county clerk or board of election commissioners provided by or obtained from any of the following: 
 

            i. the provisional voter;  

            ii. an election judge;  

            iii. the statewide voter registration database maintained by the State Board of  
         Elections; 

 

            iv. the records of the county clerk or board of election commissioners' database; or  

            v. the records of the Secretary of State; and 
        (4) for a provisional ballot cast under item (6) of subsection (a) of Section 18A-5, the  

     
voter did not vote by vote by mail absentee ballot in the election at which the provisional ballot was cast 

; or .  
 

        (5) for a provisional ballot cast under item (7) of subsection (a) of Section 18A-5, the voter provides 

the election authority with the necessary documentation within 7 days of election day.  
    (c) With respect to subsection (b)(3) of this Section, the county clerk or board of election commissioners 

shall investigate and record whether or not the specified information is available from each of the 5 

identified sources. If the information is available from one or more of the identified sources, then the 
county clerk or board of election commissioners shall seek to obtain the information from each of those 

sources until satisfied, with information from at least one of those sources, that the provisional voter is 

registered and entitled to vote. The county clerk or board of election commissioners shall use any 

information it obtains as the basis for determining the voter registration status of the provisional voter. If 

a conflict exists among the information available to the county clerk or board of election commissioners 

as to the registration status of the provisional voter, then the county clerk or board of election 
commissioners shall make a determination based on the totality of the circumstances. In a case where the 

above information equally supports or opposes the registration status of the voter, the county clerk or board 

of election commissioners shall decide in favor of the provisional voter as being duly registered to vote. If 
the statewide voter registration database maintained by the State Board of Elections indicates that the 

provisional voter is registered to vote, but the county clerk's or board of election commissioners' voter 

registration database indicates that the provisional voter is not registered to vote, then the information 
found in the statewide voter registration database shall control the matter and the provisional voter shall 

be deemed to be registered to vote. If the records of the county clerk or board of election commissioners 

indicates that the provisional voter is registered to vote, but the statewide voter registration database 
maintained by the State Board of Elections indicates that the provisional voter is not registered to vote, 

then the information found in the records of the county clerk or board of election commissioners shall 

control the matter and the provisional voter shall be deemed to be registered to vote. If the provisional 
voter's signature on his or her provisional ballot request varies from the signature on an otherwise valid 

registration application solely because of the substitution of initials for the first or middle name, the 

election authority may not reject the provisional ballot.  
    (d) In validating the registration status of a person casting a provisional ballot, the county clerk or board 

of election commissioners shall not require a provisional voter to complete any form other than the 

affidavit executed by the provisional voter under subsection (b)(2) of Section 18A-5. In addition, the 
county clerk or board of election commissioners shall not require all provisional voters or any particular 

class or group of provisional voters to appear personally before the county clerk or board of election 

commissioners or as a matter of policy require provisional voters to submit additional information to verify 
or otherwise support the information already submitted by the provisional voter. Within 2 calendar days 

after the election, the election authority shall transmit by electronic means pursuant to a process established 

by the State Board of Elections the name, street address, e-mail address, and precinct, ward, township, and 
district numbers, as the case may be, of each person casting a provisional ballot to the State Board of 

Elections, which shall maintain those names and that information in an electronic format on its website, 

arranged by county and accessible to State and local political committees. The provisional voter may, 
within 7 calendar days after the election, submit additional information to the county clerk or board of 

election commissioners. This information must be received by the county clerk or board of election 

commissioners within the 7-calendar-day period.  
    (e) If the county clerk or board of election commissioners determines that subsection (b)(1), (b)(2), or 

(b)(3) does not apply, then the provisional ballot is not valid and may not be counted. The provisional 

ballot envelope containing the ballot cast by the provisional voter may not be opened. The county clerk or 
board of election commissioners shall write on the provisional ballot envelope the following: "Provisional 

ballot determined invalid.".  

    (f) If the county clerk or board of election commissioners determines that a provisional ballot is valid 
under this Section, then the provisional ballot envelope shall be opened. The outside of each provisional 

ballot envelope shall also be marked to identify the precinct and the date of the election.  
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    (g) Provisional ballots determined to be valid shall be counted at the election authority's central ballot 
counting location and shall not be counted in precincts. The provisional ballots determined to be valid 

shall be added to the vote totals for the precincts from which they were cast in the order in which the 

ballots were opened. The validation and counting of provisional ballots shall be subject to the provisions 
of this Code that apply to pollwatchers. If the provisional ballots are a ballot of a punch card voting system, 

then the provisional ballot shall be counted in a manner consistent with Article 24A. If the provisional 

ballots are a ballot of optical scan or other type of approved electronic voting system, then the provisional 
ballots shall be counted in a manner consistent with Article 24B.  

    (h) As soon as the ballots have been counted, the election judges or election officials shall, in the 

presence of the county clerk or board of election commissioners, place each of the following items in a 
separate envelope or bag: (1) all provisional ballots, voted or spoiled; (2) all provisional ballot envelopes 

of provisional ballots voted or spoiled; and (3) all executed affidavits of the provisional ballots voted or 
spoiled. All provisional ballot envelopes for provisional voters who have been determined not to be 

registered to vote shall remain sealed. The county clerk or board of election commissioners shall treat the 

provisional ballot envelope containing the written affidavit as a voter registration application for that 
person for the next election and process that application. The election judges or election officials shall then 

securely seal each envelope or bag, initial the envelope or bag, and plainly mark on the outside of the 

envelope or bag in ink the precinct in which the provisional ballots were cast. The election judges or 

election officials shall then place each sealed envelope or bag into a box, secure and seal it in the same 

manner as described in item (6) of subsection (b) of Section 18A-5. Each election judge or election official 

shall take and subscribe an oath before the county clerk or board of election commissioners that the election 
judge or election official securely kept the ballots and papers in the box, did not permit any person to open 

the box or otherwise touch or tamper with the ballots and papers in the box, and has no knowledge of any 

other person opening the box. For purposes of this Section, the term "election official" means the county 
clerk, a member of the board of election commissioners, as the case may be, and their respective 

employees.  

(Source: P.A. 97-766, eff. 7-6-12; 98-115, eff. 7-29-13; 98-691, eff. 7-1-14.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/18A-218 new)  

    Sec. 18A-218. Interpretation of Article 18A. The Sections of this Article following this Section shall be 

supplemental to all other provisions of this Article and are intended to provide procedural requirements 
for the implementation of the provisions of this Article. In the case of a conflict between the Sections 

following this Section and the Sections preceding this Section, the Sections preceding this Section shall 

prevail. 
    (10 ILCS 5/18A-218.10 new)  

    Sec. 18A-218.10. Definitions relating to provisional ballots. 

    (a) As used in this Article: 
        "Citywide or villagewide office" means an office elected by the electors of an entire municipality. 

        "Correct precinct" means the precinct containing the addresses at which the provisional voter resides 

and at which he or she is registered to vote. 
        "Countywide office" means the offices of Clerk, Sheriff, State's Attorney, Circuit Court Clerk, 

Recorder, Auditor, County Board President, County Board Member or County Commissioner in those 

counties that elect those officers countywide, Coroner, Regional Superintendent of Schools, Sanitary 
District Commissioners or Trustees, Assessor, Board of Review Members in those counties that elect those 

officers countywide, and Treasurer. 

        "Election authority" means either the County Clerk, County Board of Election Commissioners, or 
Municipal Board of Election Commissioners, as the case may be. 

        "Election jurisdiction" means an entire county, in the case of a county in which no city board of 

election commissioners is located or that is under the jurisdiction of a county board of election 
commissioners; the territorial jurisdiction of a city board of election commissioners; and the territory in a 

county outside of the jurisdiction of a city board of election commissioners. Election jurisdictions shall be 

determined according to which election authority maintains the permanent registration records of qualified 
electors. 

        "Incorrect precinct" means the precinct in which the voter cast a provisional ballot, but is not the 

precinct containing the address at which he or she is registered to vote. In order for a provisional ballot to 
be eligible for counting when cast in an incorrect precinct, that precinct must be located within either the 

county or municipality in which the voter is registered. 

        "Leading established political party" means one of the two political parties whose candidates for 
Governor at the most recent 3 gubernatorial elections received either the highest or second highest average 

number of votes. The first leading political party is the party whose candidate for Governor received the 
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highest average number of votes in the 3 most recent gubernatorial elections and the second leading 
political party is the party whose candidate for Governor received the second highest average number of 

votes in the 3 most recent gubernatorial elections. 

        "Legislative district" means the district in which an Illinois State Senator is elected to serve the 
residents. 

        "Persons entitled to vote provisionally" or "provisional voter" means a person claiming to be a 

registered voter who is entitled by Section 18A-5 of this Code to vote a provisional ballot under the 
following circumstances:  

            (1) The person's name does not appear on the official list of eligible voters for the precinct in which 

the person seeks to vote and the person has refused an opportunity to register at the polling location or 
another grace period registration site. 

            (2) The person's voting status has been successfully challenged by an election judge, a pollwatcher 
or any legal voter. 

            (3) A federal or State court order extends the time for closing the polls beyond the time period 

established by State law and the person votes during the extended time period. 
            (4) The voter registered to vote by mail and is required by law to present identification when voting 

either in person or by vote by mail ballot, but fails to do so. 

            (5) The voter's name appears on the list of voters who voted during the early voting period, but the 

voter claims not to have voted during the early voting period. 

            (6) The voter received a vote by mail ballot but did not return the vote by mail ballot to the election 

authority, and failed to surrender it to the election judges.  
            (7) The voter attempted to register to vote on election day, but failed to provide the necessary 

documentation.  

        "Representative district" means the district from which an Illinois State Representative is elected to 
serve the residents.  

        "Statewide office" means the Constitutional offices of Governor and Lt. Governor running jointly, 

Secretary of State, Attorney General, Comptroller, and Treasurer. 
        "Township office" means an office elected by the electors of an entire township.  

    (b) Procedures for Voting Provisionally in the Polling Place. 

        (1) If any of the 7 reasons cited in the definition of provisional voter in subsection (a) for casting a 
provisional ballot exists, an election judge must accept any information provided by a person who casts a 

provisional ballot that the person believes supports his or her claim that he or she is a duly registered voter 

and qualified to vote in the election. However, if the person's residence address is outside the precinct 
boundaries, the election judge shall inform the person of that fact, give the person the appropriate telephone 

number of the election authority in order to locate the polling place assigned to serve that address (or 

consult any alternative tools provided by the election authority for determining a voter's correct precinct 
polling place) and instruct the person to go to the proper polling place to vote. 

        (2) Once it has been determined by the election judges that the person is entitled to receive a provisional 

ballot, and the voter has completed the provisional voter affidavit, the voter shall be given a provisional 
ballot and shall proceed to vote that ballot. Upon receipt of the ballot by the election judges, the ballot 

shall be transmitted to the election authority in accordance with subsection (a) of Section 18A-10 of this 

Code. 
        (3) In the event that a provisional ballot is mistakenly cast in a precinct other than the precinct that 

contains the voter's address of registration (if the voter believed he or she registered in the precinct in 

which he or she voted provisionally, and the election judges should have, but did not direct the voter to 
vote in the correct precinct), Section 218.20 shall apply.  

    (10 ILCS 5/18A-218.20 new)  

    Sec. 18A-218.20. Counting procedures for provisional ballots cast in an incorrect precinct within the 
same election authority's jurisdiction. 

    (a) The election authority shall: 

        (1) transmit to the State Board of Elections the provisional voter's identifying information and voting 
jurisdiction within 2 calendar days. Following that, and subject to paragraph (2) below, if the election 

authority having jurisdiction over the provisional voter determines that the voter has cast a provisional 

ballot in an incorrect precinct, the ballot shall still be counted using the procedures established in 
subsection (b) of this Section or Section 18A-218.30 if applicable. Jurisdictions that use election machines 

authorized pursuant to Article 24C of this Code for casting provisional ballots may vary procedures of this 

Section and Section 18A-218.30 as appropriate for the counting of provisional ballots cast on those 
machines. 
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        (2) determine whether the voter was entitled to cast a provisional ballot. The voter is entitled to cast 
a provisional ballot if: 

            (A) the affidavit executed by the voter contains, at a minimum, the provisional voter's first and last 

name, house number and street name, and signature or mark; 
            (B) the provisional voter is a registered voter based on information available to the county clerk or 

board of election commissioners provided by or obtained from the provisional voter, an election judge, the 

Statewide voter registration database maintained by the State Board of Elections, the records of the county 
clerk or board of election commissioners' database, or the records of the Secretary of State or the voter is 

attempting to register but lacks the necessary documentation; and 

            (C) the provisional voter did not vote using the vote by mail ballot and did not vote during the 
period for early voting. 

    (b) Once it has been determined by the election authority that the voter was entitled to vote a provisional 
ballot, even though it had been cast in an incorrect precinct, the election authority shall select a team or 

teams of 2 duly commissioned election judges, one from each of the two leading established political 

parties in Illinois to count the votes that are eligible to be cast on the provisional ballot. In those 
jurisdictions that use election officials as defined in subsection (h) of Section 18A-15 of this Code, these 

duties may be performed by those election officials. 

        (1) Votes cast for Statewide offices, the Office of President of the United States (including votes cast 

in the Presidential Preference Primary), and United States Senate shall be counted on all provisional ballots 

cast in the incorrect precinct. 

        (2) Votes cast for Representative in Congress, delegate or alternate delegate to a national nominating 
convention, State Senator, State Representative, or countywide, citywide, villagewide, or township office 

shall be counted if it is determined by the election judges or officials that the voter would have been entitled 

to vote for one or more of these offices had the voter voted in the precinct in which he or she is registered 
to vote (the correct precinct) and had the voter voted a ballot of the correct ballot style containing all the 

offices and candidates for which the voter was entitled to cast a ballot (the correct ballot style). This 

determination shall be made by comparing a sample ballot of the correct ballot style with the actual 
provisional ballot cast by the voter. If the same office (including the same district number for a 

Congressional, Legislative or Representative district) appears on both the correct ballot style sample ballot 

and the provisional ballot cast by the voter, votes for that office shall be counted. All votes cast for any 
remaining offices (offices for which the voter would not have been entitled to vote had he or she voted in 

the correct precinct) shall not be counted. 

        (3) No votes shall be counted for an office when the voter voted for more candidates than he or she 
was allowed. 

        (4) Once it has been determined which offices are to be counted and the provisional ballot contains 

no other votes, the provisional ballot shall be counted pursuant to the procedures set forth in this subsection 
(b). 

        (5) If a provisional ballot does not contain any valid votes, the provisional ballot shall be marked 

invalid and shall not be counted. 
        (6) Any provisional voting verification system established by an election authority shall inform the 

provisional voter that his or her provisional ballot was partially counted because it was cast in an incorrect 

precinct. 
        (7) If a provisional ballot only contains votes cast for eligible offices, and does not contain any votes 

cast for ineligible offices, the ballot may be tabulated without having to be remade. 

        (8) If a provisional ballot contains both valid votes that must be counted and invalid votes that cannot 
be counted: 

            (A) the election judges, consisting in each case of at least one of each of the 2 leading political 

parties, shall, if the provisional ballot was cast on a paper ballot sheet, proceed to remake the voted ballot 
onto a blank ballot that includes all of the offices for which valid votes were cast, transferring only valid 

votes. The original provisional ballot shall be marked "Original Provisional Ballot" with a serial number 

commencing at "1" and continuing consecutively for ballots of that kind in the precinct. The duplicate 
provisional ballot shall be marked "Duplicate Provisional Ballot" and be given the same serial number as 

the original ballot from which it was duplicated. The duplicate provisional ballot shall then be treated in 

the same manner as other provisional ballots. 
            (B) if the provisional ballot was cast on a direct recording electronic voting device, the election 

judges shall mark the original provisional ballot as a partially counted defective electronic provisional 

ballot because it was cast in the incorrect precinct (or bear some similar notation) and proceed to either: 
                (i) remake the voted ballot by transferring all valid votes to a duplicate paper ballot sheet of the 

correct ballot style, marking the duplicate ballot "Duplicate Electronic Provisional Ballot" and then 
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counting the duplicate provisional ballot in the same manner as the other provisional ballots marked on 
paper ballot sheets; or 

                (ii) transfer, or cause to be transferred, all valid votes electronically to the correct precinct, which 

shall be counted and added to the vote totals for the correct precinct, excluding any votes that cannot be 
counted. If this method is used, a permanent paper record must be generated for both the defective 

provisional ballot and the duplicate electronic provisional ballot. 

    (c) For provisional ballots cast at a partisan primary election, the judges shall use a duplicate ballot of 
the correct ballot style for the same political party as the ballot chosen by the voter. 

    (d) At least one qualified pollwatcher for each candidate, political party, and civic organization, as 

authorized by Section 17-23 of this Code, shall be permitted to observe the ballot remaking process.  
    (10 ILCS 5/18A-218.30 new)  

    Sec. 18A-218.30. Counting procedures for provisional ballots cast in an incorrect precinct within a 
different election authority's jurisdiction. 

    (a) The election authority having possession of the provisional ballot shall first notify the election 

authority having jurisdiction over the provisional voter that the voter cast a provisional ballot in its 
jurisdiction and provide whatever information is needed for the election authority to comply with the 

notification requirements set forth in subsection (d) of Section 18A-15 of this Code. For purpose of 

determining which election authority has jurisdiction over the provisional voter, the election authority 

having possession of the provisional ballot shall use the address listed on the provisional ballot affidavit 

that was provided by the voter. If that address is different from the address at which the voter is registered 

the ballot shall be rejected; however, the affidavit shall serve as a request to register at that address. If a 
voter cast a provisional ballot in an incorrect precinct located in the jurisdiction of an election authority 

other than the election authority having jurisdiction over the voter's correct precinct, but where the precinct 

is located within the same county as the 2 election authorities (e.g., a voter is registered in the City of 
Chicago, but casts a provisional ballot in suburban Cook County), the election authority in whose territory 

the provisional ballot was cast shall, after receipt of the provisional ballot, transmit it, along with the 

provisional voter's affidavit and any other documentation provided to the election judges, to the office of 
the election authority having jurisdiction over the voter's correct precinct. The ballot shall be sealed in a 

secure envelope or other suitable container and transmitted within 8 business days after the election at 

which it was cast. If the locations of the election authorities' offices are such that it is feasible to hand 
deliver the ballot, the ballot shall be sealed in a secure envelope and transmitted in that manner by 2 

election judges (or election officials), one from each of the 2 leading political parties. If the locations of 

the 2 election authorities are such that it is not feasible to hand deliver the ballot, the election authority 
having jurisdiction over the incorrect precinct shall cause the ballot to be sealed in a secure envelope and 

transmitted via express mail within 8 business days after the election at which the ballot was cast, with a 

delivery date no later than the second business day following the mailing date. Upon receipt of the ballot 
by the election authority having jurisdiction over the correct precinct, the election authority shall proceed 

to remake, and count the votes on, the provisional ballot in accordance with the procedures described in 

Section 18A-218.20, including the determination of eligibility to cast a provisional ballot. Any information 
provided to the election authority within the 7 day period provided for in Section 18A-15 of this Code 

shall be sealed in a secure envelope and transmitted to the office of the election authority having 

jurisdiction over the voter's correct precinct, along with the provisional ballot of that voter. 
    (b) Incorrect precinct is located in a different county from the county where the voter is registered, but 

is located in the same municipality or legislative district as the one in which the voter is registered: 

        (1) The election authority having possession of the provisional ballot shall first notify the election 
authority having jurisdiction over the provisional voter that the voter cast a provisional ballot in its 

jurisdiction and provide whatever information is needed for the election authority to comply with the 

notification requirements set forth in subsection (d) of Section 18A-15 of this Code. For purposes of 
determining which election authority has jurisdiction over the provisional voter, the election authority 

having possession of the provisional ballot shall use the address listed on the provisional ballot affidavit 

that was provided by the voter. If that address is different from the address at which the voter is registered, 
the ballot shall be rejected; however, the affidavit shall serve as a request to register at that address. The 

election authority shall then cause the ballot, along with the provisional voter's affidavit and any other 

documentation provided to the election judges, to be transmitted via express mail within 8 business days 
after the election at which the ballot was cast, with a delivery date no later than the second business day 

following the mailing date. Upon receipt of the ballot by the election authority having jurisdiction over the 

correct precinct, that election authority shall proceed to remake and count the votes on the provisional 
ballot in accordance with the procedures described in Section 18A-218.20, including the determination of 

eligibility to cast a provisional ballot. Any information provided to the election authority within the 7 day 
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period provided for in Section 18A-15 of this Code shall be transmitted to the office of the election 
authority having jurisdiction over the voter's correct precinct, along with the provisional ballot of that 

voter. 

        (2) If a voter casts a provisional ballot in a precinct outside of the county in which he or she is 
registered and outside of the municipality, representative district, or legislative district in which he or she 

is registered (if applicable), the ballot shall not be counted. It shall, however, be transmitted via the U.S. 

Postal Service to the election authority having jurisdiction over the voter's correct precinct within 14 days 
after the election and shall be kept for 2 months, the same length of time as is required for other voted 

ballots. 

    For purposes of determining which election authority has jurisdiction over the provisional voter, the 
election authority having possession of the provisional ballot shall use the address listed on the provisional 

ballot affidavit that was provided by the voter. If such address is different from the address at which the 
voter is registered, the ballot shall be rejected, however the affidavit shall serve as a request to register at 

such address.  

    (10 ILCS 5/18A-218.40 new)  
    Sec. 18A-218.40. Follow-up procedures for provisional ballots. The original provisional ballot cast by 

the voter shall be stored separately from other ballots voted in the election and shall be preserved in the 

same manner as original ballots that had to be remade for other reasons, such as a damaged ballot or as a 

result of a voter over-voting an office. 

  

    (10 ILCS 5/Art. 19 heading)  
ARTICLE 19. VOTING BY MAIL ABSENT ELECTORS 

    (10 ILCS 5/19-2) (from Ch. 46, par. 19-2) 

    Sec. 19-2. Any elector as defined in Section 19-1 may by mail or electronically on the website of the 
appropriate election authority, not more than 90 nor less than 5 days prior to the date of such election, or 

by personal delivery not more than 90 nor less than one day prior to the date of such election, make 

application to the county clerk or to the Board of Election Commissioners for an official ballot for the 
voter's precinct to be voted at such election. The URL address at which voters may electronically request 

a vote by mail an absentee ballot shall be fixed no later than 90 calendar days before an election and shall 

not be changed until after the election. Such a ballot shall be delivered to the elector only upon separate 
application by the elector for each election.  

(Source: P.A. 97-81, eff. 7-5-11; 98-115, eff. 7-29-13; 98-691, eff. 7-1-14.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/19-3) (from Ch. 46, par. 19-3) 
    Sec. 19-3. The application for vote by mail absentee ballot shall be substantially in the following form: 

APPLICATION FOR VOTE BY MAIL ABSENTEE BALLOT 

    To be voted at the .... election in the County of .... and State of Illinois, in the .... precinct of the (1) 
*township of .... (2) *City of .... or (3) *.... ward in the City of .... 

    I state that I am a resident of the .... precinct of the (1) *township of .... (2) *City of .... or (3) *.... ward 

in the city of .... residing at .... in such city or town in the county of .... and State of Illinois; that I have 
lived at such address for .... month(s) last past; that I am lawfully entitled to vote in such precinct at the .... 

election to be held therein on ....; and that I wish to vote by vote by mail absentee ballot. 

    I hereby make application for an official ballot or ballots to be voted by me at such election, and I agree 
that I shall return such ballot or ballots to the official issuing the same prior to the closing of the polls on 

the date of the election or, if returned by mail, postmarked no later than midnight preceding election day, 

for counting no later than during the period for counting provisional ballots, the last day of which is the 
14th day following election day. 

    I understand that this application is made for an official vote by mail absentee ballot or ballots to be 

voted by me at the election specified in this application and that I must submit a separate application for 
an official vote by mail absentee ballot or ballots to be voted by me at any subsequent election.  

    Under penalties as provided by law pursuant to Section 29-10 of The Election Code, the undersigned 

certifies that the statements set forth in this application are true and correct. 
.... 

*fill in either (1), (2) or (3). 

Post office address to which ballot is mailed: 
.................................................................................................................................................. 

    However, if application is made for a primary election ballot, such application shall require the applicant 

to designate the name of the political party with which the applicant is affiliated. 
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    If application is made electronically, the applicant shall mark the box associated with the above described 
statement included as part of the online application certifying that the statements set forth in this 

application are true and correct, and a signature is not required.  

    Any person may produce, reproduce, distribute, or return to an election authority the application for 
vote by mail absentee ballot. Upon receipt, the appropriate election authority shall accept and promptly 

process any application for vote by mail absentee ballot submitted in a form substantially similar to that 

required by this Section, including any substantially similar production or reproduction generated by the 
applicant.  

(Source: P.A. 97-766, eff. 7-6-12; 98-115, eff. 7-29-13.) 

    (10 ILCS 5/19-4) (from Ch. 46, par. 19-4)  
    Sec. 19-4. Mailing or delivery of ballots; time. Immediately upon the receipt of such application either 

by mail or electronic means, not more than 90 40 days nor less than 5 days prior to such election, or by 
personal delivery not more than 90 40 days nor less than one day prior to such election, at the office of 

such election authority, it shall be the duty of such election authority to examine the records to ascertain 

whether or not such applicant is lawfully entitled to vote as requested, including a verification of the 
applicant's signature by comparison with the signature on the official registration record card, and if found 

so to be entitled to vote, to post within one business day thereafter the name, street address, ward and 

precinct number or township and district number, as the case may be, of such applicant given on a list, the 

pages of which are to be numbered consecutively to be kept by such election authority for such purpose 

in a conspicuous, open and public place accessible to the public at the entrance of the office of such election 

authority, and in such a manner that such list may be viewed without necessity of requesting permission 
therefor. Within one day after posting the name and other information of an applicant for a vote by mail 

an absentee ballot, the election authority shall transmit by electronic means pursuant to a process 

established by the State Board of Elections that name and other posted information to the State Board of 
Elections, which shall maintain those names and other information in an electronic format on its website, 

arranged by county and accessible to State and local political committees. Within 2 business days after 

posting a name and other information on the list within its office, but no sooner than 40 days before an 
election, the election authority shall mail, postage prepaid, or deliver in person in such office an official 

ballot or ballots if more than one are to be voted at said election. Mail delivery of Temporarily Absent 

Student ballot applications pursuant to Section 19-12.3 shall be by nonforwardable mail. However, for the 
consolidated election, vote by mail absentee ballots for certain precincts may be delivered to applicants 

not less than 25 days before the election if so much time is required to have prepared and printed the ballots 

containing the names of persons nominated for offices at the consolidated primary. The election authority 
shall enclose with each vote by mail absentee ballot or application written instructions on how voting 

assistance shall be provided pursuant to Section 17-14 and a document, written and approved by the State 

Board of Elections, informing the vote by mail voter of the required postage for returning the application 
and ballot, and enumerating the circumstances under which a person is authorized to vote by vote by mail 

absentee ballot pursuant to this Article; such document shall also include a statement informing the 

applicant that if he or she falsifies or is solicited by another to falsify his or her eligibility to cast a vote by 
mail an absentee ballot, such applicant or other is subject to penalties pursuant to Section 29-10 and Section 

29-20 of the Election Code. Each election authority shall maintain a list of the name, street address, ward 

and precinct, or township and district number, as the case may be, of all applicants who have returned vote 
by mail absentee ballots to such authority, and the name of such vote by mail absent voter shall be added 

to such list within one business day from receipt of such ballot. If the vote by mail absentee ballot envelope 

indicates that the voter was assisted in casting the ballot, the name of the person so assisting shall be 
included on the list. The list, the pages of which are to be numbered consecutively, shall be kept by each 

election authority in a conspicuous, open, and public place accessible to the public at the entrance of the 

office of the election authority and in a manner that the list may be viewed without necessity of requesting 
permission for viewing.  

    Each election authority shall maintain a list for each election of the voters to whom it has issued vote 

by mail absentee ballots. The list shall be maintained for each precinct within the jurisdiction of the 
election authority. Prior to the opening of the polls on election day, the election authority shall deliver to 

the judges of election in each precinct the list of registered voters in that precinct to whom vote by mail 

absentee ballots have been issued by mail.  
    Each election authority shall maintain a list for each election of voters to whom it has issued temporarily 

absent student ballots. The list shall be maintained for each election jurisdiction within which such voters 

temporarily abide. Immediately after the close of the period during which application may be made by 
mail or electronic means for vote by mail absentee ballots, each election authority shall mail to each other 
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election authority within the State a certified list of all such voters temporarily abiding within the 
jurisdiction of the other election authority.  

    In the event that the return address of an application for ballot by a physically incapacitated elector is 

that of a facility licensed or certified under the Nursing Home Care Act, the Specialized Mental Health 
Rehabilitation Act of 2013, or the ID/DD Community Care Act, within the jurisdiction of the election 

authority, and the applicant is a registered voter in the precinct in which such facility is located, the ballots 

shall be prepared and transmitted to a responsible judge of election no later than 9 a.m. on the Saturday, 
Sunday or Monday immediately preceding the election as designated by the election authority under 

Section 19-12.2. Such judge shall deliver in person on the designated day the ballot to the applicant on the 

premises of the facility from which application was made. The election authority shall by mail notify the 
applicant in such facility that the ballot will be delivered by a judge of election on the designated day.  

    All applications for vote by mail absentee ballots shall be available at the office of the election authority 
for public inspection upon request from the time of receipt thereof by the election authority until 30 days 

after the election, except during the time such applications are kept in the office of the election authority 

pursuant to Section 19-7, and except during the time such applications are in the possession of the judges 
of election.  

(Source: P.A. 97-38, eff. 6-28-11; 97-227, eff. 1-1-12; 97-813, eff. 7-13-12; 98-104, eff. 7-22-13; 98-115, 

eff. 7-29-13; 98-756, eff. 7-16-14.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/19-5) (from Ch. 46, par. 19-5) 

    Sec. 19-5. It shall be the duty of the election authority to fold the ballot or ballots in the manner specified 

by the statute for folding ballots prior to their deposit in the ballot box, and to enclose such ballot or ballots 
in an envelope unsealed to be furnished by him, which envelope shall bear upon the face thereof the name, 

official title and post office address of the election authority, and upon the other side a printed certification 

in substantially the following form:  
    I state that I am a resident of the .... precinct of the (1) *township of .... (2) *City of .... or (3) *.... ward 

in the city of .... residing at .... in such city or town in the county of .... and State of Illinois, that I have 

lived at such address for .... months last past; and that I am lawfully entitled to vote in such precinct at the 
.... election to be held on .....  

*fill in either (1), (2) or (3).  

    I further state that I personally marked the enclosed ballot in secret.  
    Under penalties of perjury as provided by law pursuant to Section 29-10 of The Election Code, the 

undersigned certifies that the statements set forth in this certification are true and correct.  

....................... 
    If the ballot is to go to an elector who is physically incapacitated and needs assistance marking the 

ballot, the envelope shall bear upon the back thereof a certification in substantially the following form:  

    I state that I am a resident of the .... precinct of the (1) *township of .... (2) *City of .... or (3) *.... ward 
in the city of .... residing at .... in such city or town in the county of .... and State of Illinois, that I have 

lived at such address for .... months last past; that I am lawfully entitled to vote in such precinct at the .... 

election to be held on ....; that I am physically incapable of personally marking the ballot for such election.  
*fill in either (1), (2) or (3).  

    I further state that I marked the enclosed ballot in secret with the assistance of  

................................. 
(Individual rendering assistance) 

................................. 

(Residence Address) 
    Under penalties of perjury as provided by law pursuant to Section 29-10 of The Election Code, the 

undersigned certifies that the statements set forth in this certification are true and correct.  

....................... 
    In the case of a voter with a physical incapacity, marking a ballot in secret includes marking a ballot 

with the assistance of another individual, other than a candidate whose name appears on the ballot (unless 

the voter is the spouse or a parent, child, brother, or sister of the candidate), the voter's employer, an agent 
of that employer, or an officer or agent of the voter's union, when the voter's physical incapacity 

necessitates such assistance.  

    In the case of a physically incapacitated voter, marking a ballot in secret includes marking a ballot with 
the assistance of another individual, other than a candidate whose name appears on the ballot (unless the 

voter is the spouse or a parent, child, brother, or sister of the candidate), the voter's employer, an agent of 

that employer, or an officer or agent of the voter's union, when the voter's physical incapacity necessitates 
such assistance.  
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    Provided, that if the ballot enclosed is to be voted at a primary election, the certification shall designate 
the name of the political party with which the voter is affiliated.  

    In addition to the above, the election authority shall provide printed slips giving full instructions 

regarding the manner of marking and returning the ballot in order that the same may be counted, and shall 
furnish one of such printed slips to each of such applicants at the same time the ballot is delivered to him. 

Such instructions shall include the following statement: "In signing the certification on the vote by mail 

absentee ballot envelope, you are attesting that you personally marked this vote by mail absentee ballot in 
secret. If you are physically unable to mark the ballot, a friend or relative may assist you after completing 

the enclosed affidavit. Federal and State laws prohibit a candidate whose name appears on the ballot 

(unless you are the spouse or a parent, child, brother, or sister of the candidate), your employer, your 
employer's agent or an officer or agent of your union from assisting physically disabled voters."  

    In addition to the above, if a ballot to be provided to an elector pursuant to this Section contains a public 
question described in subsection (b) of Section 28-6 and the territory concerning which the question is to 

be submitted is not described on the ballot due to the space limitations of such ballot, the election authority 

shall provide a printed copy of a notice of the public question, which shall include a description of the 
territory in the manner required by Section 16-7. The notice shall be furnished to the elector at the same 

time the ballot is delivered to the elector.  

(Source: P.A. 95-440, eff. 8-27-07; 96-553, eff. 8-17-09.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/19-6) (from Ch. 46, par. 19-6)  

    Sec. 19-6. Such vote by mail absent voter shall make and subscribe to the certifications provided for in 

the application and on the return envelope for the ballot, and such ballot or ballots shall be folded by such 
voter in the manner required to be folded before depositing the same in the ballot box, and be deposited in 

such envelope and the envelope securely sealed. The voter shall then endorse his certificate upon the back 

of the envelope and the envelope shall be mailed in person by such voter, postage prepaid, to the election 
authority issuing the ballot or, if more convenient, it may be delivered in person, by either the voter or by 

any person authorized by the voter a spouse, parent, child, brother or sister of the voter, or by a company 

licensed as a motor carrier of property by the Illinois Commerce Commission under the Illinois 
Commercial Transportation Law, which is engaged in the business of making deliveries. It shall be 

unlawful for any person not the voter or a person authorized by the voter , his or her spouse, parent, child, 

brother, or sister, or a representative of a company engaged in the business of making deliveries to the 
election authority to take the ballot and ballot envelope of a voter for deposit into the mail unless the ballot 

has been issued pursuant to application by a physically incapacitated elector under Section 3-3 or a 

hospitalized voter under Section 19-13, in which case any employee or person under the direction of the 
facility in which the elector or voter is located may deposit the ballot and ballot envelope into the mail. If 

the voter authorized a person to deliver the ballot to the election authority, the voter and the person 

authorized to deliver the ballot shall complete the authorization printed on the exterior envelope supplied 
by an election authority for the return of the vote by mail ballot. The exterior of the envelope supplied by 

an election authority for the return of the vote by mail ballot shall include an authorization in substantially 

the following form:  
  

    I ............ (voter) authorize ............... to take the necessary steps to have this ballot delivered promptly 

to the office of the election authority.  
  

.......................              ........................ 

         Date                           Signature of voter  
  

............................................... 

Printed Name of Authorized Delivery Agent  
  

............................................... 

Signature of Authorized Delivery Agency  
  

............................................... 

Date Delivered to the Election Authority 
If an absentee voter gives his ballot and ballot envelope to a spouse, parent, child, brother or sister of the 

voter or to a company which is engaged in the business of making deliveries for delivery to the election 

authority, the voter shall give an authorization form to the person making the delivery. The person making 
the delivery shall present the authorization to the election authority. The authorization shall be in 

substantially the following form:  
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    I ............ (absentee voter) authorize ............... to take my ballot to the office of the election authority.  
.......................              ........................ 

         Date                           Signature of voter  

  
.......................              ........................ 

         Hour                                 Address  

  
.......................              ........................ 

         Date                        Signature of Authorized 

                                            Individual  
  

.......................              ........................ 
         Hour                          Relationship (if any)  

(Source: P.A. 89-653, eff. 8-14-96.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/19-7) (from Ch. 46, par. 19-7)  
    Sec. 19-7. (a) Upon receipt of such vote by mail absent voter's ballot, the election authority shall 

forthwith enclose the same unopened, together with the application made by said vote by mail absent voter 

in a large or carrier envelope which shall be securely sealed and endorsed with the name and official title 

of such officer and the words, "This envelope contains a vote by mail an absent voter's ballot and must be 

opened on election day," together with the number and description of the precinct in which said ballot is 

to be voted, and such officer shall thereafter safely keep the same in his office until counted by him as 
provided in the next section.  

    (b) Within one day after receipt of such vote by mail absent voter's ballot, the election authority shall 

transmit, by electronic means pursuant to a process established by the State Board of Elections, the voter's 
name, street address, e-mail address, and precinct, ward, township, and district numbers, as the case may 

be, to the State Board of Elections, which shall maintain those names and that information in an electronic 

format on its website, arranged by county and accessible to State and local political committees.  
(Source: P.A. 98-115, eff. 7-29-13.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/19-8) (from Ch. 46, par. 19-8)  

    Sec. 19-8. Time and place of counting ballots. 
    (a) (Blank.) 

    (b) Each vote by mail absent voter's ballot returned to an election authority, by any means authorized 

by this Article, and received by that election authority before the closing of the polls on election day shall 
be endorsed by the receiving election authority with the day and hour of receipt and may be processed by 

the election authority beginning on the 15th day before election day shall be counted in the central ballot 

counting location of the election authority , but the results of the processing may not be counted until on 
the day of the election after 7:00 p.m., except as provided in subsections (g) and (g-5).  

    (c) Each vote by mail absent voter's ballot that is mailed to an election authority and postmarked no 

later than by the midnight preceding the opening of the polls on election day, but that is received by the 
election authority after the polls close on election day and before the close of the period for counting 

provisional ballots cast at that election, shall be endorsed by the receiving authority with the day and hour 

of receipt and shall be counted at the central ballot counting location of the election authority during the 
period for counting provisional ballots. 

    Each vote by mail absent voter's ballot that is mailed to an election authority absent a postmark, but that 

is received by the election authority after the polls close on election day and before the close of the period 
for counting provisional ballots cast at that election, shall be endorsed by the receiving authority with the 

day and hour of receipt, opened to inspect the date inserted on the certification, and, if the certification 

date is a date preceding the election day and the ballot is otherwise found to be valid under the requirements 
of this Section, counted at the central ballot counting location of the election authority during the period 

for counting provisional ballots. Absent a date on the certification, the ballot shall not be counted.  

    (d) Special write-in vote by mail absentee voter's blank ballots returned to an election authority, by any 
means authorized by this Article, and received by the election authority at any time before the closing of 

the polls on election day shall be endorsed by the receiving election authority with the day and hour of 

receipt and shall be counted at the central ballot counting location of the election authority during the same 
period provided for counting vote by mail absent voters' ballots under subsections (b), (g), and (g-5). 

Special write-in vote by mail absentee voter's blank ballots that are mailed to an election authority and 

postmarked no later than by the midnight preceding the opening of the polls on election day, but that are 
received by the election authority after the polls close on election day and before the closing of the period 

for counting provisional ballots cast at that election, shall be endorsed by the receiving authority with the 
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day and hour of receipt and shall be counted at the central ballot counting location of the election authority 
during the same periods provided for counting vote by mail absent voters' ballots under subsection (c). 

    (e) Except as otherwise provided in this Section, vote by mail absent voters' ballots and special write-in 

vote by mail absentee voter's blank ballots received by the election authority after the closing of the polls 
on an election day shall be endorsed by the election authority receiving them with the day and hour of 

receipt and shall be safely kept unopened by the election authority for the period of time required for the 

preservation of ballots used at the election, and shall then, without being opened, be destroyed in like 
manner as the used ballots of that election.  

    (f) Counting required under this Section to begin on election day after the closing of the polls shall 

commence no later than 8:00 p.m. and shall be conducted by a panel or panels of election judges appointed 
in the manner provided by law. The counting shall continue until all vote by mail absent voters' ballots 

and special write-in vote by mail absentee voter's blank ballots required to be counted on election day have 
been counted.  

    (g) The procedures set forth in Articles 17 and 18 of this Code shall apply to all ballots counted under 

this Section. In addition, within 2 days after a vote by mail an absentee ballot, other than an in-person 
absentee ballot, is received, but in all cases before the close of the period for counting provisional ballots, 

the election judge or official shall compare the voter's signature on the certification envelope of that vote 

by mail absentee ballot with the signature of the voter on file in the office of the election authority. If the 

election judge or official determines that the 2 signatures match, and that the vote by mail absentee voter 

is otherwise qualified to cast a vote by mail an absentee ballot, the election authority shall cast and count 

the ballot on election day or the day the ballot is determined to be valid, whichever is later, adding the 
results to the precinct in which the voter is registered. If the election judge or official determines that the 

signatures do not match, or that the vote by mail absentee voter is not qualified to cast a vote by mail an 

absentee ballot, then without opening the certification envelope, the judge or official shall mark across the 
face of the certification envelope the word "Rejected" and shall not cast or count the ballot. 

    In addition to the voter's signatures not matching, a vote by mail an absentee ballot may be rejected by 

the election judge or official: 
        (1) if the ballot envelope is open or has been opened and resealed; 

        (2) if the voter has already cast an early or grace period ballot; 

        (3) if the voter voted in person on election day or the voter is not a duly registered  
     voter in the precinct; or 

 

        (4) on any other basis set forth in this Code. 

    If the election judge or official determines that any of these reasons apply, the judge or official shall 
mark across the face of the certification envelope the word "Rejected" and shall not cast or count the ballot.  

    (g-5) If a vote by mail an absentee ballot, other than an in-person absentee ballot, is rejected by the 

election judge or official for any reason, the election authority shall, within 2 days after the rejection but 
in all cases before the close of the period for counting provisional ballots, notify the vote by mail absentee 

voter that his or her ballot was rejected. The notice shall inform the voter of the reason or reasons the ballot 

was rejected and shall state that the voter may appear before the election authority, on or before the 14th 
day after the election, to show cause as to why the ballot should not be rejected. The voter may present 

evidence to the election authority supporting his or her contention that the ballot should be counted. The 

election authority shall appoint a panel of 3 election judges to review the contested ballot, application, and 
certification envelope, as well as any evidence submitted by the vote by mail absentee voter. No more than 

2 election judges on the reviewing panel shall be of the same political party. The reviewing panel of 

election judges shall make a final determination as to the validity of the contested vote by mail absentee 
ballot. The judges' determination shall not be reviewable either administratively or judicially. 

    A vote by mail An absentee ballot subject to this subsection that is determined to be valid shall be 

counted before the close of the period for counting provisional ballots.  
    (g-10) All vote by mail absentee ballots determined to be valid shall be added to the vote totals for the 

precincts for which they were cast in the order in which the ballots were opened.  

    (h) Each political party, candidate, and qualified civic organization shall be entitled to have present one 
pollwatcher for each panel of election judges therein assigned.  

(Source: P.A. 94-557, eff. 8-12-05; 94-1000, eff. 7-3-06; 95-699, eff. 11-9-07.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/19-10) (from Ch. 46, par. 19-10)  
    Sec. 19-10. Pollwatchers may be appointed to observe early in-person absentee voting procedures and 

view all reasonably requested records relating to the conduct of the election, provided the secrecy of the 

ballot is not impinged, at the office of the election authority as well as at municipal, township or road 
district clerks' offices where such early absentee voting is conducted. Such pollwatchers shall qualify and 

be appointed in the same manner as provided in Sections 7-34 and 17-23, except each candidate, political 
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party or organization of citizens may appoint only one pollwatcher for each location where early in-person 
absentee voting is conducted. Pollwatchers must be registered to vote in Illinois and possess valid 

pollwatcher credentials.  

    In the polling place on election day, pollwatchers shall be permitted to be present during the casting of 
the absent voters' ballots and the vote of any absent voter may be challenged for cause the same as if he 

were present and voted in person, and the judges of the election or a majority thereof shall have power and 

authority to hear and determine the legality of such ballot; Provided, however, that if a challenge to any 
absent voter's right to vote is sustained, notice of the same must be given by the judges of election by mail 

addressed to the voter's place of residence.  

    Where certain vote by mail absent voters' ballots are counted on the day of the election in the office of 
the election authority as provided in Section 19-8 of this Act, each political party, candidate and qualified 

civic organization shall be entitled to have present one pollwatcher for each panel of election judges therein 
assigned. Such pollwatchers shall be subject to the same provisions as are provided for pollwatchers in 

Sections 7-34 and 17-23 of this Code, and shall be permitted to observe the election judges making the 

signature comparison between that which is on the ballot envelope and that which is on the permanent 
voter registration record card taken from the master file.  

(Source: P.A. 93-574, eff. 8-21-03; 94-645, eff. 8-22-05.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/19-12.1) (from Ch. 46, par. 19-12.1)  

    Sec. 19-12.1. Any qualified elector who has secured an Illinois Person with a Disability Identification 

Card in accordance with the Illinois Identification Card Act, indicating that the person named thereon has 

a Class 1A or Class 2 disability or any qualified voter who has a permanent physical incapacity of such a 
nature as to make it improbable that he will be able to be present at the polls at any future election, or any 

voter who is a resident of (i) a federally operated veterans' home, hospital, or facility located in Illinois or 

(ii) a facility licensed or certified pursuant to the Nursing Home Care Act, the Specialized Mental Health 
Rehabilitation Act of 2013, or the ID/DD Community Care Act and has a condition or disability of such a 

nature as to make it improbable that he will be able to be present at the polls at any future election, may 

secure a disabled voter's or nursing home resident's identification card, which will enable him to vote under 
this Article as a physically incapacitated or nursing home voter. For the purposes of this Section, "federally 

operated veterans' home, hospital, or facility" means the long-term care facilities at the Jesse Brown VA 

Medical Center, Illiana Health Care System, Edward Hines, Jr. VA Hospital, Marion VA Medical Center, 
and Captain James A. Lovell Federal Health Care Center.  

    Application for a disabled voter's or nursing home resident's identification card shall be made either: (a) 

in writing, with voter's sworn affidavit, to the county clerk or board of election commissioners, as the case 
may be, and shall be accompanied by the affidavit of the attending physician specifically describing the 

nature of the physical incapacity or the fact that the voter is a nursing home resident and is physically 

unable to be present at the polls on election days; or (b) by presenting, in writing or otherwise, to the 
county clerk or board of election commissioners, as the case may be, proof that the applicant has secured 

an Illinois Person with a Disability Identification Card indicating that the person named thereon has a 

Class 1A or Class 2 disability. Upon the receipt of either the sworn-to application and the physician's 
affidavit or proof that the applicant has secured an Illinois Person with a Disability Identification Card 

indicating that the person named thereon has a Class 1A or Class 2 disability, the county clerk or board of 

election commissioners shall issue a disabled voter's or nursing home resident's identification card. Such 
identification cards shall be issued for a period of 5 years, upon the expiration of which time the voter may 

secure a new card by making application in the same manner as is prescribed for the issuance of an original 

card, accompanied by a new affidavit of the attending physician. The date of expiration of such five-year 
period shall be made known to any interested person by the election authority upon the request of such 

person. Applications for the renewal of the identification cards shall be mailed to the voters holding such 

cards not less than 3 months prior to the date of expiration of the cards.  
    Each disabled voter's or nursing home resident's identification card shall bear an identification number, 

which shall be clearly noted on the voter's original and duplicate registration record cards. In the event the 

holder becomes physically capable of resuming normal voting, he must surrender his disabled voter's or 
nursing home resident's identification card to the county clerk or board of election commissioners before 

the next election.  

    The holder of a disabled voter's or nursing home resident's identification card may make application by 
mail for an official ballot within the time prescribed by Section 19-2. Such application shall contain the 

same information as is included in the form of application for ballot by a physically incapacitated elector 

prescribed in Section 19-3 except that it shall also include the applicant's disabled voter's identification 
card number and except that it need not be sworn to. If an examination of the records discloses that the 

applicant is lawfully entitled to vote, he shall be mailed a ballot as provided in Section 19-4. The ballot 
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envelope shall be the same as that prescribed in Section 19-5 for physically disabled voters, and the manner 
of voting and returning the ballot shall be the same as that provided in this Article for other vote by mail 

absentee ballots, except that a statement to be subscribed to by the voter but which need not be sworn to 

shall be placed on the ballot envelope in lieu of the affidavit prescribed by Section 19-5.  
    Any person who knowingly subscribes to a false statement in connection with voting under this Section 

shall be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor.  

    For the purposes of this Section, "nursing home resident" includes a resident of (i) a federally operated 
veterans' home, hospital, or facility located in Illinois or (ii) a facility licensed under the ID/DD 

Community Care Act or the Specialized Mental Health Rehabilitation Act of 2013. For the purposes of 

this Section, "federally operated veterans' home, hospital, or facility" means the long-term care facilities 
at the Jesse Brown VA Medical Center, Illiana Health Care System, Edward Hines, Jr. VA Hospital, 

Marion VA Medical Center, and Captain James A. Lovell Federal Health Care Center.  
(Source: P.A. 97-38, eff. 6-28-11; 97-227, eff. 1-1-12; 97-275, eff. 1-1-12; 97-813, eff. 7-13-12; 97-1064, 

eff. 1-1-13; 98-104, eff. 7-22-13.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/19-12.2) (from Ch. 46, par. 19-12.2)  
    Sec. 19-12.2. Voting by physically incapacitated electors who have made proper application to the 

election authority not later than 5 days before the regular primary and general election of 1980 and before 

each election thereafter shall be conducted on the premises of (i) federally operated veterans' homes, 

hospitals, and facilities located in Illinois or (ii) facilities licensed or certified pursuant to the Nursing 

Home Care Act, the Specialized Mental Health Rehabilitation Act of 2013, or the ID/DD Community Care 

Act for the sole benefit of residents of such homes, hospitals, and facilities. For the purposes of this 
Section, "federally operated veterans' home, hospital, or facility" means the long-term care facilities at the 

Jesse Brown VA Medical Center, Illiana Health Care System, Edward Hines, Jr. VA Hospital, Marion VA 

Medical Center, and Captain James A. Lovell Federal Health Care Center. Such voting shall be conducted 
during any continuous period sufficient to allow all applicants to cast their ballots between the hours of 9 

a.m. and 7 p.m. either on the Friday, Saturday, Sunday or Monday immediately preceding the regular 

election. This vote by mail absentee voting on one of said days designated by the election authority shall 
be supervised by two election judges who must be selected by the election authority in the following order 

of priority: (1) from the panel of judges appointed for the precinct in which such home, hospital, or facility 

is located, or from a panel of judges appointed for any other precinct within the jurisdiction of the election 
authority in the same ward or township, as the case may be, in which the home, hospital, or facility is 

located or, only in the case where a judge or judges from the precinct, township or ward are unavailable 

to serve, (3) from a panel of judges appointed for any other precinct within the jurisdiction of the election 
authority. The two judges shall be from different political parties. Not less than 30 days before each regular 

election, the election authority shall have arranged with the chief administrative officer of each home, 

hospital, or facility in his or its election jurisdiction a mutually convenient time period on the Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday or Monday immediately preceding the election for such voting on the premises of the 

home, hospital, or facility and shall post in a prominent place in his or its office a notice of the agreed day 

and time period for conducting such voting at each home, hospital, or facility; provided that the election 
authority shall not later than noon on the Thursday before the election also post the names and addresses 

of those homes, hospitals, and facilities from which no applications were received and in which no 

supervised vote by mail absentee voting will be conducted. All provisions of this Code applicable to 
pollwatchers shall be applicable herein. To the maximum extent feasible, voting booths or screens shall 

be provided to insure the privacy of the voter. Voting procedures shall be as described in Article 17 of this 

Code, except that ballots shall be treated as vote by mail absentee ballots and shall not be counted until 
the close of the polls on the following day. After the last voter has concluded voting, the judges shall seal 

the ballots in an envelope and affix their signatures across the flap of the envelope. Immediately thereafter, 

the judges shall bring the sealed envelope to the office of the election authority who shall deliver such 
ballots to the election authority's central ballot counting location prior to the closing of the polls on the 

day of election. The judges of election shall also report to the election authority the name of any applicant 

in the home, hospital, or facility who, due to unforeseen circumstance or condition or because of a religious 
holiday, was unable to vote. In this event, the election authority may appoint a qualified person from his 

or its staff to deliver the ballot to such applicant on the day of election. This staff person shall follow the 

same procedures prescribed for judges conducting vote by mail absentee voting in such homes, hospitals, 
or facilities and shall return the ballot to the central ballot counting location before the polls close. 

However, if the home, hospital, or facility from which the application was made is also used as a regular 

precinct polling place for that voter, voting procedures heretofore prescribed may be implemented by 2 of 
the election judges of opposite party affiliation assigned to that polling place during the hours of voting 
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on the day of the election. Judges of election shall be compensated not less than $25.00 for conducting 
vote by mail absentee voting in such homes, hospitals, or facilities.  

    Not less than 120 days before each regular election, the Department of Public Health shall certify to the 

State Board of Elections a list of the facilities licensed or certified pursuant to the Nursing Home Care 
Act, the Specialized Mental Health Rehabilitation Act of 2013, or the ID/DD Community Care Act. The 

lists shall indicate the approved bed capacity and the name of the chief administrative officer of each such 

home, hospital, or facility, and the State Board of Elections shall certify the same to the appropriate 
election authority within 20 days thereafter.  

(Source: P.A. 97-38, eff. 6-28-11; 97-227, eff. 1-1-12; 97-275, eff. 1-1-12; 97-813, eff. 7-13-12; 98-104, 

eff. 7-22-13.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/19-13) (from Ch. 46, par. 19-13)  

    Sec. 19-13. Any qualified voter who has been admitted to a hospital, nursing home, or rehabilitation 
center due to an illness or physical injury not more than 14 days before an election shall be entitled to 

personal delivery of a vote by mail an absentee ballot in the hospital, nursing home, or rehabilitation center 

subject to the following conditions:  
    (1) The voter completes the Application for Physically Incapacitated Elector as provided in Section 19-

3, stating as reasons therein that he is a patient in ............... (name of hospital/home/center), ............... 

located at, ............... (address of hospital/home/center), ............... (county, city/village), was admitted for 

............... (nature of illness or physical injury), on ............... (date of admission), and does not expect to be 

released from the hospital/home/center on or before the day of election or, if released, is expected to be 

homebound on the day of the election and unable to travel to the polling place.  
    (2) The voter's physician completes a Certificate of Attending Physician in a form substantially as 

follows:  

CERTIFICATE OF ATTENDING PHYSICIAN 
    I state that I am a physician, duly licensed to practice in the State of .........; that .......... is a patient in 

.......... (name of hospital/home/center), located at ............. (address of hospital/home/center), ................. 

(county, city/village); that such individual was admitted for ............. (nature of illness or physical injury), 
on ............ (date of admission); and that I have examined such individual in the State in which I am licensed 

to practice medicine and do not expect such individual to be released from the hospital/home/center on or 

before the day of election or, if released, to be able to travel to the polling place on election day.  
    Under penalties as provided by law pursuant to Section 29-10 of The Election Code, the undersigned 

certifies that the statements set forth in this certification are true and correct.  

(Signature) ............... 
(Date licensed) ............ 

    (3) Any person who is registered to vote in the same precinct as the admitted voter or any legal relative 

of the admitted voter may present such voter's vote by mail absentee ballot application, completed as 
prescribed in paragraph 1, accompanied by the physician's certificate, completed as prescribed in 

paragraph 2, to the election authority. Such precinct voter or relative shall execute and sign an affidavit 

furnished by the election authority attesting that he is a registered voter in the same precinct as the admitted 
voter or that he is a legal relative of the admitted voter and stating the nature of the relationship. Such 

precinct voter or relative shall further attest that he has been authorized by the admitted voter to obtain his 

or her vote by mail absentee ballot from the election authority and deliver such ballot to him in the hospital, 
home, or center.  

    Upon receipt of the admitted voter's application, physician's certificate, and the affidavit of the precinct 

voter or the relative, the election authority shall examine the registration records to determine if the 
applicant is qualified to vote and, if found to be qualified, shall provide the precinct voter or the relative 

the vote by mail absentee ballot for delivery to the applicant.  

    Upon receipt of the vote by mail absentee ballot, the admitted voter shall mark the ballot in secret and 
subscribe to the certifications on the vote by mail absentee ballot return envelope. After depositing the 

ballot in the return envelope and securely sealing the envelope, such voter shall give the envelope to the 

precinct voter or the relative who shall deliver it to the election authority in sufficient time for the ballot 
to be delivered by the election authority to the election authority's central ballot counting location before 

7 p.m. on election day.  

    Upon receipt of the admitted voter's vote by mail absentee ballot, the ballot shall be counted in the 
manner prescribed in this Article.  

(Source: P.A. 94-18, eff. 6-14-05; 94-1000, eff. 7-3-06; 95-878, eff. 1-1-09.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/19-15)  
    Sec. 19-15. Precinct tabulation optical scan technology voting equipment. If the election authority has 

adopted the use of Precinct Tabulation Optical Scan Technology voting equipment pursuant to Article 24B 
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of this Code, and the provisions of the Article are in conflict with the provisions of this Article 19, the 
provisions of Article 24B shall govern the procedures followed by the election authority, its judges of 

elections, and all employees and agents, provided that vote by mail absentee ballots are counted at the 

election authority's central ballot counting location. In following the provisions of Article 24B, the election 
authority is authorized to develop and implement procedures to fully utilize Precinct Tabulation Optical 

Scan Technology voting equipment, at the central ballot counting location, authorized by the State Board 

of Elections as long as the procedure is not in conflict with either Article 24B or the administrative rules 
of the State Board of Elections.  

(Source: P.A. 94-1000, eff. 7-3-06.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/19-20)  
    Sec. 19-20. Report on vote by mail absentee ballots. This Section applies to vote by mail absentee ballots 

other than in-person absentee ballots. 
    On or before the 21st day after an election, each election authority shall transmit to the State Board of 

Elections the following information with respect to that election: 

        (1) The number, by precinct, of vote by mail absentee ballots requested, provided, and counted. 
        (2) The number of rejected vote by mail absentee ballots. 

        (3) The number of voters seeking review of rejected vote by mail absentee ballots pursuant to 

subsection  

     (g-5) of Section 19-8. 
 

        (4) The number of vote by mail absentee ballots counted following review pursuant to subsection (g-

5) of  
     Section 19-8. 

 

On or before the 28th day after an election, the State Board of Elections shall compile the information 

received under this Section with respect to that election and make that information available to the public.  
(Source: P.A. 94-1000, eff. 7-3-06.) 

    (10 ILCS 5/19A-10)  

    Sec. 19A-10. Permanent polling places for early voting.  
    (a) An election authority may establish permanent polling places for early voting by personal appearance 

at locations throughout the election authority's jurisdiction, including but not limited to a municipal clerk's 

office, a township clerk's office, a road district clerk's office, or a county or local public agency office. 
Any Except as otherwise provided in subsection (b), any person entitled to vote early by personal 

appearance may do so at any polling place established for early voting.  

    (b) (Blank). If it is impractical for the election authority to provide at each polling place for early voting 
a ballot in every form required in the election authority's jurisdiction, the election authority may:  

        (1) provide appropriate forms of ballots to the office of the municipal clerk in a municipality not 

having a board of election commissioners; the township clerk; or in counties not under township 
organization, the road district clerk; and  

        (2) limit voting at that polling place to registered voters in that municipality, ward or group of wards, 

township, or road district.  
    If the early voting polling place does not have the correct ballot form for a person seeking to vote early, 

the election judge or election official conducting early voting at that polling place shall inform the person 

of that fact, give the person the appropriate telephone number of the election authority in order to locate 
an early voting polling place with the correct ballot form for use in that person's assigned precinct, and 

instruct the person to go to the proper early voting polling place to vote early.  

    (c) During each general primary and general election, each election authority in a county with a 
population over 250,000 shall establish at least one permanent polling place for early voting by personal 

appearance at a location within each of the 3 largest municipalities within its jurisdiction. If any of the 3 

largest municipalities is over 80,000, the election authority shall establish at least 2 permanent polling 
places within the municipality. All population figures shall be determined by the federal census.  

    (d) During each general primary and general election, each board of election commissioners established 

under Article 6 of this Code in any city, village, or incorporated town with a population over 100,000 shall 
establish at least 2 permanent polling places for early voting by personal appearance. All population figures 

shall be determined by the federal census. 

    (e) During each general primary and general election, each election authority in a county with a 
population of over 100,000 but under 250,000 persons shall establish at least one permanent polling place 

for early voting by personal appearance. The location for early voting may be the election authority's main 

office or another location designated by the election authority. The election authority may designate 
additional sites for early voting by personal appearance. All population figures shall be determined by the 

federal census.  
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    (f) No permanent polling place required by this Section shall be located within 1.5 miles from another 
permanent polling place required by this Section, unless such permanent polling place is within a 

municipality with a population of 500,000 or more.  

(Source: P.A. 98-691, eff. 7-1-14.) 
    (10 ILCS 5/19A-15)  

    Sec. 19A-15. Period for early voting; hours.  

    (a) The period for early voting by personal appearance begins the 40th 15th day preceding a general 
primary, consolidated primary, consolidated, or general election and extends through the end of the 3rd 

day before election day, except that for the 2014 general election the period for early voting by personal 

appearance shall extend through the 2nd day before election day.  
    (b) Except as otherwise provided by this Section, a permanent polling place for early voting must remain 

open beginning the 15th day before an election through the end of the day before election day during the 
hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., or 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., on weekdays, except that beginning 8 days 

before election day, a permanent polling place for early voting must remain open during the hours of 8:30 

a.m. to 7:00 p.m., or 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., and 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Saturdays and holidays, and 
10:00 a.m. to 4 p.m. 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Sundays; except that, in addition to the hours required by 

this subsection, a permanent early voting polling place designated by an election authority under 

subsections subsection (c) , (d), and (e) of Section 19A-10 must remain open for a total of at least 8 hours 

on any holiday during the early voting period and a total of at least 14 hours on the final weekend during 

the early voting period. For the 2014 general election, a permanent polling place for early voting must 

remain open during the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. or 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on weekdays, except that 
beginning 8 days before election day, a permanent polling place for early voting must remain open during 

the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., or 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.. For the 2014 general election, a permanent 

polling place for early voting shall remain open during the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Saturdays 
and 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Sundays; except that, in addition to the hours required by this subsection 

(b), a permanent early voting place designated by an election authority under subsection (c) of Section 

19A-10 must remain open for a total of at least 14 hours on the final weekend during the early voting 
period.  

    (c) Notwithstanding subsection subsections (a) and (b), an election authority may close an early voting 

polling place if the building in which the polling place is located has been closed by the State or unit of 
local government in response to a severe weather emergency or other force majeure. In the event of a 

closure, the election authority shall conduct early voting on the 2nd day before election day from 8:30 a.m. 

to 4:30 p.m. or 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The election authority shall notify the State Board of Elections of 
any closure and shall make reasonable efforts to provide notice to the public of an alternative location for 

early voting the extended early voting period.  

    (d) (Blank). Notwithstanding subsections (a) and (b), in 2013 only, an election authority may close an 
early voting place on Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and Easter Sunday, provided that the early voting place 

remains open 2 hours later on April 3, 4, and 5 of 2013. The election authority shall notify the State Board 

of Elections of any closure and shall provide notice to the public of the closure and the extended hours 
during the final week.  

(Source: P.A. 97-81, eff. 7-5-11; 97-766, eff. 7-6-12; 98-4, eff. 3-12-13; 98-115, eff. 7-29-13; 98-691, eff. 

7-1-14.) 
    (10 ILCS 5/19A-25)  

    Sec. 19A-25. Schedule of locations and times for early voting.  

    (a) The election authority shall publish during the week before the period for early voting and at least 
once each week during the period for early voting in a newspaper of general circulation in the election 

authority's jurisdiction a schedule stating:  

        (1) the location of each permanent and temporary polling place for early voting and the  
     precincts served by each location; and 

 

        (2) the dates and hours that early voting will be conducted at each location.  

    (b) The election authority shall post a copy of the schedule at any office or other location that is to be 
used as a polling place for early voting. The schedule must be posted continuously for a period beginning 

not later than the 10th 5th day before the first day of the period for early voting by personal appearance 

and ending on the last day of that period.  
    (c) The election authority must make copies of the schedule available to the public in reasonable 

quantities without charge during the period of posting.  

    (d) If the election authority maintains a website, it shall make the schedule available on its website.  
    (e) No additional permanent polling places for early voting may be established after the schedule is 

published under this Section. Additional temporary locations may be established after the schedule is 
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published, provided that the location is open to all eligible voters. The location, dates, and hours shall be 
reported to the State Board of Elections and posted on the election authority's website.  

    (f) At least 10 days before the period for early voting begins, each election authority shall provide the 

State Board of Elections with a list of all early voting sites and the hours each site will be open.  
(Source: P.A. 94-645, eff. 8-22-05.) 

    (10 ILCS 5/19A-35)  

    Sec. 19A-35. Procedure for voting.  
    (a) Not more than 23 days before the start of the election, the county clerk shall make available to the 

election official conducting early voting by personal appearance a sufficient number of early ballots, 

envelopes, and printed voting instruction slips for the use of early voters. The election official shall receipt 
for all ballots received and shall return unused or spoiled ballots at the close of the early voting period to 

the county clerk and must strictly account for all ballots received. The ballots delivered to the election 
official must include early ballots for each precinct in the election authority's jurisdiction and must include 

separate ballots for each political subdivision conducting an election of officers or a referendum at that 

election.  
    (b) In conducting early voting under this Article, the election judge or official is required to verify the 

signature of the early voter by comparison with the signature on the official registration card, and the judge 

or official must verify (i) (i) the identity of the applicant, (ii) that the applicant is a registered voter, (ii) 

(iii) the precinct in which the applicant is registered, and (iii) (iv) the proper ballots of the political 

subdivision in which the applicant resides and is entitled to vote before providing an early ballot to the 

applicant. Except for during the 2014 general election, the applicant's identity must be verified by the 
applicant's presentation of an Illinois driver's license, a non-driver identification card issued by the Illinois 

Secretary of State, a photo identification card issued by a university or college, or another government-

issued identification document containing the applicant's photograph. The election judge or official must 
verify the applicant's registration from the most recent poll list provided by the election authority, and if 

the applicant is not listed on that poll list, by telephoning the office of the election authority.  

    (b-5) A person requesting an early voting ballot to whom a vote by mail an absentee ballot was issued 
may vote early if the person submits that vote by mail absentee ballot to the judges of election or official 

conducting early voting for cancellation. If the voter is unable to submit the vote by mail absentee ballot, 

it shall be sufficient for the voter to submit to the judges or official (i) a portion of the vote by mail absentee 
ballot if the vote by mail absentee ballot was torn or mutilated or (ii) an affidavit executed before the 

judges or official specifying that (A) the voter never received a vote by mail an absentee ballot or (B) the 

voter completed and returned a vote by mail an absentee ballot and was informed that the election authority 
did not receive that vote by mail absentee ballot. 

    (b-10) Within one day after a voter casts an early voting ballot, the election authority shall transmit the 

voter's name, street address, and precinct, ward, township, and district numbers, as the case may be, to the 
State Board of Elections, which shall maintain those names and that information in an electronic format 

on its website, arranged by county and accessible to State and local political committees. 

    (b-15) Immediately after voting an early ballot, the voter shall be instructed whether the voting 
equipment accepted or rejected the ballot or identified that ballot as under-voted for a statewide 

constitutional office. A voter whose ballot is identified as under-voted may return to the voting booth and 

complete the voting of that ballot. A voter whose early voting ballot is not accepted by the voting 
equipment may, upon surrendering the ballot, request and vote another early voting ballot. The voter's 

surrendered ballot shall be initialed by the election judge or official conducting the early voting and 

handled as provided in the appropriate Article governing the voting equipment used.  
    (c) The sealed early ballots in their carrier envelope shall be delivered by the election authority to the 

central ballot counting location before the close of the polls on the day of the election.  

(Source: P.A. 98-691, eff. 7-1-14.) 
    (10 ILCS 5/19A-75)  

    Sec. 19A-75. Early voting in jurisdictions using Direct Recording Electronic Voting Systems under 

Article 24C. Election authorities that have adopted for use Direct Recording Electronic Voting Systems 
under Article 24C may either use those voting systems to conduct early voting or, so long as at least one 

Direct Recording Electronic Voting System device is available at each early voting polling place, use 

whatever method the election authority uses for vote by mail absentee balloting conducted by mail; 
provided that no early ballots are counted before the polls close on election day.  

(Source: P.A. 94-645, eff. 8-22-05.) 

    (10 ILCS 5/20-1) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-1)  
    Sec. 20-1. The following words and phrases contained in this Article shall be construed as follows:  
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    1. "Territorial limits of the United States" means each of the several States of the United States and 
includes the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam and the Virgin Islands; but 

does not include American Samoa, the Canal Zone, the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands or any other 

territory or possession of the United States.  
    2. "Member of the United States Service" means (a) members of the Armed Forces while on active duty 

and their spouses and dependents of voting age when residing with or accompanying them, (b) members 

of the Merchant Marine of the United States and their spouses and dependents when residing with or 
accompanying them and (c) United States government employees serving outside the territorial limits of 

the United States.  

    3. "Citizens of the United States temporarily residing outside the territorial limits of the United States" 
means civilian citizens of the United States and their spouses and dependents of voting age when residing 

with or accompanying them, who maintain a precinct residence in a county in this State and whose intent 
to return may be ascertained.  

    4. "Non-Resident Civilian Citizens" means civilian citizens of the United States (a) who reside outside 

the territorial limits of the United States, (b) who had maintained a precinct residence in a county in this 
State immediately prior to their departure from the United States, (c) who do not maintain a residence and 

are not registered to vote in any other State, and (d) whose intent to return to this State may be uncertain.  

    5. "Official postcard" means the postcard application for registration to vote or for a vote by mail an 

absentee ballot in the form provided in Section 204(c) of the Federal Voting Rights Act of 1955, as 

amended (42 U.S.C. 1973cc-14(c)).  

    6. "Federal office" means the offices of President and Vice-President of the United States, United States 
Senator, Representative in Congress, delegates and alternate delegates to the national nominating 

conventions and candidates for the Presidential Preference Primary.  

    7. "Federal election" means any general, primary or special election at which candidates are nominated 
or elected to Federal office.  

    8. "Dependent", for purposes of this Article, shall mean a father, mother, brother, sister, son or daughter.  

    9. "Electronic transmission" includes, but is not limited to, transmission by electronic mail or the 
Internet.  

(Source: P.A. 96-1004, eff. 1-1-11.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/20-2) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-2)  
    Sec. 20-2. Any member of the United States Service, otherwise qualified to vote, who expects in the 

course of his duties to be absent from the county in which he resides on the day of holding any election 

may make application for a vote by mail an absentee ballot to the election authority having jurisdiction 
over his precinct of residence on the official postcard or on a form furnished by the election authority as 

prescribed by Section 20-3 of this Article not less than 10 days before the election. A request pursuant to 

this Section shall entitle the applicant to a vote by mail an absentee ballot for every election in one calendar 
year. The original application for ballot shall be kept in the office of the election authority for one year as 

authorization to send a ballot to the voter for each election to be held within that calendar year. A certified 

copy of such application for ballot shall be sent each election with the vote by mail absentee ballot to the 
election authority's central ballot counting location to be used in lieu of the original application for ballot. 

No registration shall be required in order to vote pursuant to this Section.  

    Ballots under this Section shall be mailed by the election authority in the manner prescribed by Section 
20-5 of this Article and not otherwise. Ballots voted under this Section must be returned postmarked no 

later than midnight preceding election day and received for counting at the central ballot counting location 

of the election authority during the period for counting provisional ballots, the last day of which is the 14th 
day following election day.  

(Source: P.A. 96-312, eff. 1-1-10.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/20-2.1) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-2.1)  
    Sec. 20-2.1. Citizens of the United States temporarily residing outside the territorial limits of the United 

States who are not registered but otherwise qualified to vote and who expect to be absent from their county 

of residence during the periods of voter registration provided for in Articles 4, 5 or 6 of this Code and on 
the day of holding any election, may make simultaneous application to the election authority having 

jurisdiction over their precinct of residence for an absentee registration by mail and vote by mail absentee 

ballot not less than 30 days before the election. Such application may be made on the official postcard or 
on a form furnished by the election authority as prescribed by Section 20-3 of this Article or by facsimile 

or electronic transmission. A request pursuant to this Section shall entitle the applicant to a vote by mail 

an absentee ballot for every election in one calendar year. The original application for ballot shall be kept 
in the office of the election authority for one year as authorization to send a ballot to the voter for each 

election to be held within that calendar year. A certified copy of such application for ballot shall be sent 
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each election with the vote by mail absentee ballot to the election authority's central ballot counting 
location to be used in lieu of the original application for ballot.  

    Registration shall be required in order to vote pursuant to this Section. However, if the election authority 

receives one of such applications after 30 days but not less than 10 days before a Federal election, said 
applicant shall be sent a ballot containing the Federal offices only and registration for that election shall 

be waived.  

    Ballots under this Section shall be delivered by the election authority in the manner prescribed by 
Section 20-5 of this Article in person, by mail, or, if requested by the applicant and the election authority 

has the capability, by facsimile transmission or by electronic transmission.  

    Ballots voted under this Section must be returned postmarked no later than midnight preceding election 
day and received for counting at the central ballot counting location of the election authority during the 

period for counting provisional ballots, the last day of which is the 14th day following election day.  
(Source: P.A. 96-312, eff. 1-1-10; 96-1004, eff. 1-1-11.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/20-2.2) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-2.2)  

    Sec. 20-2.2. Any non-resident civilian citizen, otherwise qualified to vote, may make application to the 
election authority having jurisdiction over his precinct of former residence for a vote by mail an absentee 

ballot containing the Federal offices only not less than 10 days before a Federal election. Such application 

may be made on the official postcard or by facsimile or electronic transmission. A request pursuant to this 

Section shall entitle the applicant to a vote by mail an absentee ballot for every election in one calendar 

year at which Federal offices are filled. The original application for ballot shall be kept in the office of the 

election authority for one year as authorization to send a ballot to the voter for each election to be held 
within that calendar year at which Federal offices are filled. A certified copy of such application for ballot 

shall be sent each election with the vote by mail absentee ballot to the election authority's central ballot 

counting location to be used in lieu of the original application for ballot. No registration shall be required 
in order to vote pursuant to this Section. Ballots under this Section shall be delivered by the election 

authority in the manner prescribed by Section 20-5 of this Article in person, by mail, or, if requested by 

the applicant and the election authority has the capability, by facsimile transmission or by electronic 
transmission. Ballots voted under this Section must be returned postmarked no later than midnight 

preceding election day and received for counting at the central ballot counting location of the election 

authority during the period for counting provisional ballots, the last day of which is the 14th day following 
election day.  

(Source: P.A. 96-312, eff. 1-1-10; 96-1004, eff. 1-1-11.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/20-2.3) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-2.3)  
    Sec. 20-2.3. Members of the Armed Forces and their spouses and dependents. Any member of the 

United States Armed Forces while on active duty, and his or her spouse and dependents, otherwise 

qualified to vote, who expects in the course of his or her duties to be absent from the county in which he 
or she resides on the day of holding any election, in addition to any other method of making application 

for vote by mail an absentee ballot under this Article, may make application for a vote by mail an absentee 

ballot to the election authority having jurisdiction over his or her precinct of residence by a facsimile 
machine or electronic transmission not less than 10 days before the election.  

    Ballots under this Section shall be delivered by the election authority in the manner prescribed by 

Section 20-5 of this Article in person, by mail, or, if requested by the applicant and the election authority 
has the capability, by facsimile transmission or by electronic transmission. Ballots voted under this Section 

must be returned postmarked no later than midnight preceding election day and received for counting at 

the central ballot counting location of the election authority during the period for counting provisional 
ballots, the last day of which is the 14th day following election day.  

(Source: P.A. 96-312, eff. 1-1-10; 96-512, eff. 1-1-10; 96-1000, eff. 7-2-10; 96-1004, eff. 1-1-11.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/20-3) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-3)  
    Sec. 20-3. The election authority shall furnish the following applications for absentee registration by 

mail or vote by mail absentee ballot which shall be considered a method of application in lieu of the official 

postcard.  
    1. Members of the United States Service, citizens of the United States temporarily residing outside the 

territorial limits of the United States, and certified program participants under the Address Confidentiality 

for Victims of Domestic Violence Act may make application within the periods prescribed in Sections 20-
2 or 20-2.1, as the case may be. Such application shall be substantially in the following form:  

"APPLICATION FOR BALLOT 

    To be voted at the............ election in the precinct in which is located my residence at..............., in the 
city/village/township of ............(insert home address) County of........... and State of Illinois.  



154 

 

[December 3, 2014] 

    I state that I am a citizen of the United States; that on (insert date of election) I shall have resided in the 
State of Illinois and in the election precinct for 30 days; that on the above date I shall be the age of 18 

years or above; that I am lawfully entitled to vote in such precinct at that election; that I am (check category 

1, 2, or 3 below):  
    1.  ( ) a member of the United States Service,  

    2.  ( ) a citizen of the United States temporarily residing outside the territorial limits of the United States 

and that I expect to be absent from the said county of my residence on the date of holding such election, 
and that I will have no opportunity to vote in person on that day.  

    3.  ( ) a certified program participant under the Address Confidentiality for Victims of Domestic Violence 

Act.  
    I hereby make application for an official ballot or ballots to be voted by me at such election if I am 

absent from the said county of my residence, and I agree that I shall return said ballot or ballots to the 
election authority postmarked no later than midnight preceding election day, for counting no later than 

during the period for counting provisional ballots, the last day of which is the 14th day following election 

day or shall destroy said ballot or ballots.  
    (Check below only if category 2 or 3 and not previously registered)  

    (  ) I hereby make application to become registered as a voter and agree to return the forms and affidavits 

for registration to the election authority not later than 30 days before the election.  

    Under penalties as provided by law pursuant to Article 29 of The Election Code, the undersigned certifies 

that the statements set forth in this application are true and correct.  

......................... 
    Post office address or service address to which registration materials or ballot should be mailed  

......................... 

......................... 

......................... 

........................" 

    If application is made for a primary election ballot, such application shall designate the name of the 
political party with which the applicant is affiliated.  

    Such applications may be obtained from the election authority having jurisdiction over the person's 

precinct of residence.  
    2. A spouse or dependent of a member of the United States Service, said spouse or dependent being a 

registered voter in the county, may make application on behalf of said person in the office of the election 

authority within the periods prescribed in Section 20-2 which shall be substantially in the following form:  
"APPLICATION FOR BALLOT to be voted at the........... election in the precinct in which is located the 

residence of the person for whom this application is made at.............(insert residence address) in the 

city/village/township of......... County of.......... and State of Illinois.  
    I certify that the following named person................ (insert name of person) is a member of the United 

States Service.  

    I state that said person is a citizen of the United States; that on (insert date of election) said person shall 
have resided in the State of Illinois and in the election precinct for which this application is made for 30 

days; that on the above date said person shall be the age of 18 years or above; that said person is lawfully 

entitled to vote in such precinct at that election; that said person is a member of the United States Service, 
and that in the course of his duties said person expects to be absent from his county of residence on the 

date of holding such election, and that said person will have no opportunity to vote in person on that day.  

    I hereby make application for an official ballot or ballots to be voted by said person at such election and 
said person agrees that he shall return said ballot or ballots to the election authority postmarked no later 

than midnight preceding election day, for counting no later than during the period for counting provisional 

ballots, the last day of which is the 14th day following election day, or shall destroy said ballot or ballots.  
    I hereby certify that I am the (mother, father, sister, brother, husband or wife) of the said elector, and 

that I am a registered voter in the election precinct for which this application is made. (Strike all but one 

that is applicable.)  
    Under penalties as provided by law pursuant to Article 29 of The Election Code, the undersigned certifies 

that the statements set forth in this application are true and correct.  

Name of applicant ...................... 
Residence address ........................ 

City/village/township........................ 

    Service address to which ballot should be mailed:  
......................... 

......................... 
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......................... 
........................" 

    If application is made for a primary election ballot, such application shall designate the name of the 

political party with which the person for whom application is made is affiliated.  
    Such applications may be obtained from the election authority having jurisdiction over the voting 

precinct in which the person for whom application is made is entitled to vote.  

(Source: P.A. 96-312, eff. 1-1-10.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/20-4) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-4)  

    Sec. 20-4. Immediately upon the receipt of the official postcard or an application as provided in Section 

20-3 within the times heretofore prescribed, the election authority shall ascertain whether or not such 
applicant is legally entitled to vote as requested, including verification of the applicant's signature by 

comparison with the signature on the official registration record card, if any. If the election authority 
ascertains that the applicant is lawfully entitled to vote, it shall enter the name, street address, ward and 

precinct number of such applicant on a list to be posted in his or its office in a place accessible to the 

public. Within one day after posting the name and other information of an applicant for a ballot, the 
election authority shall transmit that name and posted information to the State Board of Elections, which 

shall maintain the names and other information in an electronic format on its website, arranged by county 

and accessible to State and local political committees. As soon as the official ballot is prepared the election 

authority shall immediately deliver the same to the applicant in person, by mail, by facsimile transmission, 

or by electronic transmission as provided in this Article.  

    If any such election authority receives a second or additional application which it believes is from the 
same person, he or it shall submit it to the chief judge of the circuit court or any judge of that court 

designated by the chief judge. If the chief judge or his designate determines that the application submitted 

to him is a second or additional one, he shall so notify the election authority who shall disregard the second 
or additional application.  

    The election authority shall maintain a list for each election of the voters to whom it has issued vote by 

mail absentee ballots. The list shall be maintained for each precinct within the jurisdiction of the election 
authority. Prior to the opening of the polls on election day, the election authority shall deliver to the judges 

of election in each precinct the list of registered voters in that precinct to whom vote by mail absentee 

ballots have been issued.  
    Election authorities may transmit by facsimile or other electronic means a ballot simultaneously with 

transmitting an application for vote by mail absentee ballot; however, no such ballot shall be counted 

unless an application has been completed by the voter and the election authority ascertains that the 
applicant is lawfully entitled to vote as provided in this Section.  

(Source: P.A. 96-1004, eff. 1-1-11.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/20-5) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-5)  
    Sec. 20-5. The election authority shall fold the ballot or ballots in the manner specified by the statute 

for folding ballots prior to their deposit in the ballot box and shall enclose such ballot in an envelope 

unsealed to be furnished by it, which envelope shall bear upon the face thereof the name, official title and 
post office address of the election authority, and upon the other side of such envelope there shall be printed 

a certification in substantially the following form:  

"CERTIFICATION 
    I state that I am a resident/former resident of the ....... precinct of the city/village/township of ............, 

(Designation to be made by Election Authority) or of the .... ward in the city of ........... (Designation to be 

made by Election Authority) residing at ................ in said city/village/township in the county of ........... 
and State of Illinois; that I am a  

    1.  (  ) member of the United States Service  

    2.  (  ) citizen of the United States temporarily residing outside the territorial limits of the United States  
    3. ( ) nonresident civilian citizen  

and desire to cast the enclosed ballot pursuant to Article 20 of The Election Code; that I am lawfully 

entitled to vote in such precinct at the ........... election to be held on ............  
    I further state that I marked the enclosed ballot in secret.  

    Under penalties as provided by law pursuant to Article 29 of The Election Code, the undersigned certifies 

that the statements set forth in this certification are true and correct.  
...............(Name) 

..................... 

(Service Address)" 
..................... 

..................... 
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..................... 
    If the ballot enclosed is to be voted at a primary election, the certification shall designate the name of 

the political party with which the voter is affiliated.  

    In addition to the above, the election authority shall provide printed slips giving full instructions 
regarding the manner of completing the forms and affidavits for absentee registration by mail or the 

manner of marking and returning the ballot in order that the same may be counted, and shall furnish one 

of the printed slips to each of the applicants at the same time the registration materials or ballot is delivered 
to him.  

    In addition to the above, if a ballot to be provided to an elector pursuant to this Section contains a public 

question described in subsection (b) of Section 28-6 and the territory concerning which the question is to 
be submitted is not described on the ballot due to the space limitations of such ballot, the election authority 

shall provide a printed copy of a notice of the public question, which shall include a description of the 
territory in the manner required by Section 16-7. The notice shall be furnished to the elector at the same 

time the ballot is delivered to the elector.  

    The envelope in which such registration or such ballot is mailed to the voter as well as the envelope in 
which the registration materials or the ballot is returned by the voter shall have printed across the face 

thereof two parallel horizontal red bars, each one-quarter inch wide, extending from one side of the 

envelope to the other side, with an intervening space of one-quarter inch, the top bar to be one and one-

quarter inches from the top of the envelope, and with the words "Official Election Balloting Material-VIA 

AIR MAIL" between the bars. In the upper right corner of such envelope in a box, there shall be printed 

the words: "U.S. Postage Paid 42 USC 1973". All printing on the face of such envelopes shall be in red, 
including an appropriate inscription or blank in the upper left corner of return address of sender.  

    The envelope in which the ballot is returned to the election authority may be delivered (i) by mail, 

postage paid, (ii) in person, by the spouse, parent, child, brother, or sister of the voter, or (iii) by a company 
engaged in the business of making deliveries of property and licensed as a motor carrier of property by the 

Illinois Commerce Commission under the Illinois Commercial Transportation Law.  

    Election authorities transmitting ballots by facsimile or electronic transmission shall, to the extent 
possible, provide those applicants with the same instructions, certification, and other materials required 

when sending by mail.  

(Source: P.A. 96-512, eff. 1-1-10; 96-1004, eff. 1-1-11.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/20-6) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-6)  

    Sec. 20-6. Such vote by mail absent voter shall make and subscribe to the certifications provided for in 

the application and on the return envelope for the ballot, and such ballot or ballots shall then be folded by 
such voter in the manner required to be folded before depositing the same in the ballot box, and be 

deposited in such envelope and the envelope securely sealed. The envelope in which the ballot is returned 

to the election authority may be delivered (i) by mail, postage paid, (ii) in person, by the spouse, parent, 
child, brother, or sister of the voter, or (iii) by a company engaged in the business of making deliveries of 

property and licensed as a motor carrier of property by the Illinois Commerce Commission under the 

Illinois Commercial Transportation Law.  
(Source: P.A. 96-512, eff. 1-1-10.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/20-7) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-7)  

    Sec. 20-7. Upon receipt of such vote by mail absent voter's ballot, the officer or officers above described 
shall forthwith enclose the same unopened, together with the application made by said vote by mail absent 

voter in a large or carrier envelope which shall be securely sealed and endorsed with the name and official 

title of such officer and the words, "This envelope contains a vote by mail an absent voter's ballot and must 
be opened on election day," together with the number and description of the precinct in which said ballot 

is to be voted, and such officer shall thereafter safely keep the same in his office until counted by him as 

provided in the next section.  
(Source: P.A. 81-155.)  

     (10 ILCS 5/20-8) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-8)  

    Sec. 20-8. Time and place of counting ballots. 
    (a) (Blank.) 

    (b) Each vote by mail absent voter's ballot returned to an election authority, by any means authorized 

by this Article, and received by that election authority may be processed by the election authority 
beginning on the 15th day before election day before the closing of the polls on election day shall be 

endorsed by the receiving election authority with the day and hour of receipt and shall be counted in the 

central ballot counting location of the election authority , but the results of the processing may not be 
counted until on the day of the election after 7:00 p.m., except as provided in subsections (g) and (g-5).  
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    (c) Each vote by mail absent voter's ballot that is mailed to an election authority and postmarked no 
later than by the midnight preceding the opening of the polls on election day, but that is received by the 

election authority after the polls close on election day and before the close of the period for counting 

provisional ballots cast at that election, shall be endorsed by the receiving authority with the day and hour 
of receipt and shall be counted at the central ballot counting location of the election authority during the 

period for counting provisional ballots. 

    Each vote by mail absent voter's ballot that is mailed to an election authority absent a postmark, but that 
is received by the election authority after the polls close on election day and before the close of the period 

for counting provisional ballots cast at that election, shall be endorsed by the receiving authority with the 

day and hour of receipt, opened to inspect the date inserted on the certification, and, if the certification 
date is a date preceding the election day and the ballot is otherwise found to be valid under the requirements 

of this Section, counted at the central ballot counting location of the election authority during the period 
for counting provisional ballots. Absent a date on the certification, the ballot shall not be counted.  

    (d) Special write-in vote by mail absentee voter's blank ballots returned to an election authority, by any 

means authorized by this Article, and received by the election authority at any time before the closing of 
the polls on election day shall be endorsed by the receiving election authority with the day and hour of 

receipt and shall be counted at the central ballot counting location of the election authority during the same 

period provided for counting vote by mail absent voters' ballots under subsections (b), (g), and (g-5). 

Special write-in vote by mail absentee voter's blank ballot that are mailed to an election authority and 

postmarked by midnight preceding the opening of the polls on election day, but that are received by the 

election authority after the polls close on election day and before the closing of the period for counting 
provisional ballots cast at that election, shall be endorsed by the receiving authority with the day and hour 

of receipt and shall be counted at the central ballot counting location of the election authority during the 

same periods provided for counting vote by mail absent voters' ballots under subsection (c).  
    (e) Except as otherwise provided in this Section, vote by mail absent voters' ballots and special write-in 

vote by mail absentee voter's blank ballots received by the election authority after the closing of the polls 

on the day of election shall be endorsed by the person receiving the ballots with the day and hour of receipt 
and shall be safely kept unopened by the election authority for the period of time required for the 

preservation of ballots used at the election, and shall then, without being opened, be destroyed in like 

manner as the used ballots of that election.  
    (f) Counting required under this Section to begin on election day after the closing of the polls shall 

commence no later than 8:00 p.m. and shall be conducted by a panel or panels of election judges appointed 

in the manner provided by law. The counting shall continue until all vote by mail absent voters' ballots 
and special write-in vote by mail absentee voter's blank ballots required to be counted on election day have 

been counted.  

    (g) The procedures set forth in Articles 17 and 18 of this Code shall apply to all ballots counted under 
this Section. In addition, within 2 days after a ballot subject to this Article is received, but in all cases 

before the close of the period for counting provisional ballots, the election judge or official shall compare 

the voter's signature on the certification envelope of that ballot with the signature of the voter on file in 
the office of the election authority. If the election judge or official determines that the 2 signatures match, 

and that the voter is otherwise qualified to cast a ballot under this Article, the election authority shall cast 

and count the ballot on election day or the day the ballot is determined to be valid, whichever is later, 
adding the results to the precinct in which the voter is registered. If the election judge or official determines 

that the signatures do not match, or that the voter is not qualified to cast a ballot under this Article, then 

without opening the certification envelope, the judge or official shall mark across the face of the 
certification envelope the word "Rejected" and shall not cast or count the ballot. 

    In addition to the voter's signatures not matching, a ballot subject to this Article may be rejected by the 

election judge or official: 
        (1) if the ballot envelope is open or has been opened and resealed; 

        (2) if the voter has already cast an early or grace period ballot; 

        (3) if the voter voted in person on election day or the voter is not a duly registered  
     voter in the precinct; or 

 

        (4) on any other basis set forth in this Code. 

    If the election judge or official determines that any of these reasons apply, the judge or official shall 
mark across the face of the certification envelope the word "Rejected" and shall not cast or count the ballot. 

    (g-5) If a ballot subject to this Article is rejected by the election judge or official for any reason, the 

election authority shall, within 2 days after the rejection but in all cases before the close of the period for 
counting provisional ballots, notify the voter that his or her ballot was rejected. The notice shall inform 

the voter of the reason or reasons the ballot was rejected and shall state that the voter may appear before 
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the election authority, on or before the 14th day after the election, to show cause as to why the ballot 
should not be rejected. The voter may present evidence to the election authority supporting his or her 

contention that the ballot should be counted. The election authority shall appoint a panel of 3 election 

judges to review the contested ballot, application, and certification envelope, as well as any evidence 
submitted by the vote by mail absentee voter. No more than 2 election judges on the reviewing panel shall 

be of the same political party. The reviewing panel of election judges shall make a final determination as 

to the validity of the contested ballot. The judges' determination shall not be reviewable either 
administratively or judicially. 

    A ballot subject to this subsection that is determined to be valid shall be counted before the close of the 

period for counting provisional ballots. 
    (g-10) All ballots determined to be valid shall be added to the vote totals for the precincts for which 

they were cast in the order in which the ballots were opened.  
    (h) Each political party, candidate, and qualified civic organization shall be entitled to have present one 

pollwatcher for each panel of election judges therein assigned.  

(Source: P.A. 94-557, eff. 8-12-05; 94-1000, eff. 7-3-06; 95-699, eff. 11-9-07.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/20-10) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-10)  

    Sec. 20-10. Pollwatchers shall be permitted to be present during the casting of the vote by mail absent 

voters' ballots and the vote of any vote by mail absent voter may be challenged for cause the same as if he 

were present and voted in person, and the judges of the election or a majority thereof shall have power and 

authority to hear and determine the legality of such ballot; Provided, however, that if a challenge to any 

vote by mail absent voter's right to vote is sustained, notice of the same must be given by the judges of 
election by mail addressed to the voter's mailing address as stated in the certification and application for 

ballot.  

(Source: P.A. 80-1090.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/20-13) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-13)  

    Sec. 20-13. If otherwise qualified to vote, any person not covered by Sections 20-2, 20-2.1 or 20-2.2 of 

this Article who is not registered to vote and who is temporarily absent from his county of residence, may 
make special application to the election authority having jurisdiction over his precinct of permanent 

residence, not less than 5 days before a presidential election, for a vote by mail an absentee ballot to vote 

for the president and vice-president only. Such application shall be furnished by the election authority and 
shall be in substantially the following form:  

    SPECIAL VOTE BY MAIL ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLICATION (For use by non-registered Illinois 

residents temporarily absent from the county to vote for the president and vice-president only)  
AFFIDAVIT 

    1. I hereby request a vote by mail an absentee ballot to vote for the president and vice-president only 

......... (insert date of general election)  
    2. I am a citizen of the United States and a permanent resident of Illinois.  

    3. I have maintained, and still maintain, a permanent abode in Illinois for the past .......... years at: .......... 

(House) .......... (Number) .......... (Street) .......... (City) .......... (Village) .......... (Town)  
    4. I will not be able to regularly register in person as a voter because .................... (Give reason for 

temporary absence such as "Student", "Temporary job transfer", etc.)  

    5. I was born .......... (Month) .......... (Day) .......... (Year) in .................... (State or County);  
    6. To be filled in only by a person who is foreign-born (If answer is "yes" in either a. or b. below, fill in 

appropriate information in c.):  

    a. One or both of my parents were United States citizens at the time of my birth?  
( 

  ) YES ( ) NO) 

    b. My United States citizenship was derived through an act of the Congress of the United States?  
( 

  ) YES ( ) NO 

    c. The name of the court issuing papers and the date thereof upon which my United States citizenship 
was derived is .................... located in .......... (City) .......... (State) on .......... (Month) .......... (Day) .......... 

(Year)  

    (For persons who derived citizenship through papers issued through a parent or spouse, fill in the 
following)  

    (1) My parents or spouse's name is:  

    ......... (First) .......... (Middle) .......... (Last)  
    (2) ........ (Month) .......... (Day) .......... (Year)  

    is the date of my marriage or my age at which time I derived my citizenship.  
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    7. I am not registered as a voter in any other county in the State of Illinois or in any other State.  
    8. I am not requesting a ballot from any other place and am not voting in any other manner in this 

election and I have not voted and do not intend to vote in this election at any other address. I request that 

you mail my ballot to the following address:  
    (Print name and complete mailing address)  

    .........................................  

    .........................................  
    .........................................  

    9. Under penalties as provided by law pursuant to Article 29 of The Election Code, the undersigned 

certifies that the statements set forth in this application are true and correct.  
...................... 

Signature of Applicant 
    The procedures set forth in Sections 20-4 through 20-12 of this Article, insofar as they may be made 

applicable, shall be applicable to vote by mail absentee voting under this Section.  

(Source: P.A. 86-875.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/20-13.1) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-13.1)  

    Sec. 20-13.1. Any person not covered by Sections 20-2, 20-2.1 or 20-2.2 of this Article who is registered 

to vote but who is disqualified from voting because he moved outside his election precinct during the 30 

days preceding a presidential election may make special application to the election authority having 

jurisdiction over his precinct of former residence by mail, not more than 30 nor less than 5 days before a 

Federal election, or in person in the office of the election authority, not more than 30 nor less than 1 day 
before a Federal election, for a vote by mail an absentee ballot to vote for the president and vice-president 

only. Such application shall be furnished by the election authority and shall be in substantially the 

following form:  
SPECIAL VOTER APPLICATION 

    (For use by registered Illinois voters disqualified for having moved outside their precinct on or after the 

30th day preceding the election, to vote for president and vice-president only.)  
    1. I hereby request a ballot to vote for president and vice-president only on .......... (insert date of general 

election).  

    2. I am a citizen of the United States and my present address is: .................... (Residence Number) .......... 
(Street) .................... (City/Village/Township) .......... (County) .......... (State).  

    3. As of .......... (Month), .......... (Day), .......... (Year) I was a registered voter at .......... (Residence 

Number) .......... (Street) .................... (City/Village/Township).  
    4. I moved to my present address on .......... (Month) .......... (Day) .......... (Year).  

    5. I have not registered to vote from nor have I requested a ballot in any other election jurisdiction in 

this State or in another State.  
    6. (If vote by mail absentee request), I request that you mail the ballot to the following address:  

    Print name and complete mailing address.  

    ........................................  
    ........................................  

    ........................................  

    Under the penalties as provided by law pursuant to Article 29 of The Election Code, the undersigned 
certifies that the statements set forth in this application are true and correct.  

........................ 

(Signature of Applicant) 
    7. Subscribed and sworn to before me on .......... (Month) .......... (Day) .......... (Year)  

........................ 

(Signature of Official 
Administering Oath) 

    The procedures set forth in Sections 20-4 through 20-12 of this Article, insofar as they may be made 

applicable, shall be applicable to vote by mail absentee voting under this Section.  
(Source: P.A. 90-655, eff. 7-30-98.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/20-25)  

    Sec. 20-25. Extraordinary procedures. In the event of a deployment of the United States Armed Forces 
or the declaration of an emergency by the President of the United States or the Governor of Illinois, The 

Governor or the executive director of the State Board of Elections may modify the registration and voting 

procedures established by this Article or by rules adopted pursuant to this Article for the duration of the 
deployment or emergency in order to facilitate vote by mail absentee voting under this Article. The 

Governor or executive director, as the case may be, then promptly shall notify each election authority of 
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the changes in procedures. Each election authority shall publicize the modifications and shall provide 
notice of the modifications to each person under its jurisdiction subject to this Article for whom the 

election authority has contact information.  

(Source: P.A. 96-1004, eff. 1-1-11.) 
    (10 ILCS 5/24-15) (from Ch. 46, par. 24-15)  

    Sec. 24-15. As soon as the polls are closed, the voting machine or machines shall be locked in order to 

prevent further voting and each machine shall be sealed against voting and tampering, with a numbered 
metal seal, and the number of such metal seal shall be recorded at once on the certificate provided for that 

purpose, and the number on the protective counter of each voting machine shall also be recorded on the 

certificate in the space provided for that purpose, and the number on the public counter shall be recorded 
in the space provided for that purpose. The counting compartment shall then be opened in the presence of 

all the precinct election officials and all watchers and other persons who may be lawfully within the room, 
giving full view of the numbers announcing the votes cast for each candidate, and the vote for and against 

each of the questions or other propositions. Provided, however, when a machine is equipped with a device 

which will automatically record the number on the registering columns for each candidate, question or 
proposition on the back of the machine to a paper recording sheet then the recording sheet shall be removed 

and the vote cast shall be announced from the recording sheet for each candidate and the vote for and 

against each question or proposition. When voting machines are used in an election precinct, the watchers 

provided by law to be present in the polling place on election day shall be permitted to make a record of 

the number on the metal seal with which each voting machine is sealed, and to also record the number 

shown on the protective counter of each voting machine, and such watchers shall also be permitted to 
examine the counters of the voting machines as the totals are being announced for transcription to the 

return sheets or from the recording sheets and also to examine the return sheets or the recording sheets as 

the totals are being recorded or checked thereon. In voting machine precincts where the voting machine is 
not equipped with the automatic recording sheet the officer, officers board or boards charged by law to 

furnish the ballot labels for the voting machines shall also furnish for each election precinct in which a 

voting machine is to be used, at least two duplicate return sheets which shall be used by the precinct 
election board of such election precinct for recording the results of the election. Such return sheets shall 

be printed in the form of a diagram exactly corresponding, in arrangement, with the face of the voting 

machine, and such return sheets shall also correspond, in as far as arrangement is concerned, with the 
sample ballots, and each return sheet shall provide printed instructions for the exact procedure which the 

precinct election board shall follow when making the canvass of the results of the election, and such return 

sheets shall also provide the office titles, party names, candidates' names and code letters and number, 
arranged in the same manner as on the ballot labels, and there shall be provided a space for inserting the 

serial number of each voting machine, so that the totals recorded from each voting machine may be 

identified as being from a certain voting machine, and there shall be provided a space for recording such 
separate total for each candidate and constitutional amendment, or other question or proposition, from 

each separate voting machine, and a space for recording the total of the vote by mail and early mail and 

absentee vote in the same manner, so that the final total for each candidate, constitutional amendment, 
question or other proposition, may be totaled by adding all the figures in a column. Totals on the return 

sheets shall be recorded in figures only, in ink. The same authorities shall also furnish to each such election 

precinct suitable printed forms for use by the precinct election board, in making out the certificates 
provided for in this Article. Such certificates shall be made a part of the return sheets if practicable, or may 

be on separate sheets.  

(Source: Laws 1961, p. 2492.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/24-16) (from Ch. 46, par. 24-16)  

    Sec. 24-16. The precinct election officers shall then ascertain the number of votes which the candidates 

received both on the machine or machines, and by the voting of irregular ballots, if any. Except when the 
machine is equipped with a device which will automatically record the registering column on the back of 

the machine to sheets of paper giving the accurate vote cast for each candidate. Two precinct election 

officials, not members of the same political party, shall write the totals in figures, in ink, for such candidate 
on the duplicate return sheets provided for that purpose, while one election officer announces in a distinct 

voice the total vote cast for each candidate thus ascertained in the order of the offices as their titles are 

arranged on the ballot label, and the remaining precinct election official or officials, if any, shall be 
stationed at the counter compartment of the voting machine being canvassed and shall watch each total as 

it is being called out from the registering counters. Each precinct election official who is recording the 

totals on the return sheets shall distinctly repeat each total as it is announced from the counter of the voting 
machine. The totals of each machine for each candidate shall be recorded on the return sheets in such a 

manner that they may be identified by the serial number of the voting machine. The vote both for and 
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against each question or other proposition shall also be announced and recorded in the same manner as the 
vote for the candidates. When the machine is equipped with a device which will automatically record the 

registering column on the back of the machine to recording sheets of paper giving the accurate vote cast 

for each candidate then the totals cast for each candidate or each question or proposition shall be called 
out the same as if they were being read from the Counter Compartment of the voting machine, provided 

however the paper recording sheet shall constitute the return sheet for the precinct or consolidated area 

and no return sheets shall be required. When more than one voting machine is used in the same election 
precinct, the canvass of the first machine shall be completed before the second and so on. When the canvass 

of all totals shall have been completed, the precinct election board shall canvass all vote by mail absentee 

ballots in the same manner provided by law for canvassing paper ballots. The totals of the vote by mail 
absentee votes for each candidate and for each question or other proposition shall be recorded on the return 

sheets under the totals from the voting machines and the final total of the votes received by each candidate, 
and each constitutional amendment, question or other proposition, shall be ascertained and recorded in the 

space provided for that purpose on the return sheets. Upon the completion of the canvass as hereinbefore 

provided, one of the precinct election officials shall, in a loud and distinct voice announce the total votes 
received by each candidate, and the total votes cast both for and against each constitutional amendment, 

question or other proposition, and such proclamation shall be made slowly enough so as to enable anyone 

desiring to do so, to record each such result as it is announced. Except where a voting machine is equipped 

with an automatic recording sheet when the proclamation is completed, the election official who 

announced the totals from the counters of the machine or machines, shall take his place at one of the return 

sheets and one of the election officials of the opposite party who has completed the recording of the returns 
on the return sheets shall take his place at the counter compartment of the voting machine first canvassed, 

and he shall then proceed to announce each total on each registering counter in the same manner as it was 

done for the first canvass. Before the recheck of the voting machine is begun, the two precinct election 
officials who are to recheck the totals on the return sheets shall exchange return sheets and each election 

official shall then, as the canvass proceeds, check each total as it is announced from the registering counters 

of the voting machine or machines for the second time. As each total is announced each precinct election 
official who is checking the totals on the return sheets shall repeat in a loud and distinct voice each total 

as it is announced. If any errors in the original canvass are discovered they shall be corrected at once in 

the presence of all the precinct election officials and a certificate shall be prepared and signed by each 
such election official, setting forth which errors were discovered and what corrections were made, and 

such certificate shall be made in duplicate and one filed with each return sheet. During the process of 

rechecking each total on the machines, the precinct election official or officials, if any, who at the original 
canvass acted as watcher or watchers at the registering counters of the machines, shall in the same manner 

verify the accuracy of each total as it is announced from the machine or machines and is repeated by the 

two precinct election officials who are rechecking the totals as written on the return sheets. When this 
recheck is completed the entire precinct election board shall take one of the return sheets and fold it in 

accordion pleats approximately ten inches wide with the face of the return sheet out, in such a manner that 

each pleat can easily be turned as the final recheck proceeds. The entire precinct election board shall then 
begin at the voting machine first canvassed and each such election official shall, simultaneously with the 

other such election officials, and in the presence of each other, examine each registering counter on the 

voting machine, and immediately examine the corresponding record for that counter, as it is written on the 
return sheet, and shall satisfy himself that both numbers are the same. Each total on each voting machine 

shall be as examined and when such examination has been completed, the entire precinct election board 

shall then compare each total on such return sheet with the corresponding total on the duplicate return 
sheet and each precinct election official shall satisfy himself that all totals are the same on both return 

sheets. Each precinct election official shall sign a certificate stating that each step in the canvass of the 

voting machines, as provided herein, has been carefully and faithfully carried out in every detail. If any 
errors are discovered during the final recheck of the registering counters and comparison of the duplicate 

return sheets, such errors shall be corrected at once, and each precinct election official shall sign a 

certificate stating which errors were found and what corrections were made and such corrections shall be 
made in the presence of all the precinct election officials. The precinct election board shall then canvass 

the irregular ballot in substantially the same manner as the law provides for canvassing the returns for 

paper ballots, and shall record the results thereof on the return sheets in the space provided for that purpose. 
Before leaving the room and before closing and locking the counting compartment, each precinct election 

official shall make and sign the certificate and written statements and the return sheets of such election as 

provided by law. In precincts where the voting machines are equipped with the automatic recording sheet 
and two or more machines the total vote cast for each candidate, question or proposition from each machine 

shall be recorded separately on the statement of votes as provided for in Section 18-14, and the grand total 
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of all votes appearing on the recording sheets shall be recorded on the statement of votes and proclaimed 
by the judges in the same manner as is herein provided for proclamation of votes from the return sheets. 

All vote by mail absentee ballots and irregular ballots of each voting machine shall be returned to the 

proper officer together with the return sheets and certificates and supplies and such vote by mail absentee 
ballots and irregular machine ballots shall be preserved and finally destroyed as is now provided by law 

when paper ballots are used. The written statements or returns so made, after having been properly signed, 

shall be distinctly and clearly read in the hearing of all persons present in the polling place, and ample 
opportunity shall be given to compare the results so certified with the counter dials of the machine. After 

such comparison and correction, if any is made, the precinct election officials shall then close the counting 

compartment and lock the same. Thereafter the voting machine shall remain locked and sealed against 
voting for a period of at least 30 days, after the results of the election have been declared, unless otherwise 

ordered by the circuit court: provided, however, upon application to the circuit court, the circuit judge may 
order the said machines opened prior to the thirty day period herein required to be closed. The circuit court 

in its order shall specify the manner in which the count recorded on the machines shall be taken and 

preserved: provided, however, when the machines are equipped with any recording or photographic device 
on which votes registered on the mechanical counters will be separately recorded or photographed, as 

provided in Section 24-18 hereof, and it is necessary to use said machines at an election occurring within 

said 30 days, then after the machines have remained locked for a period of 48 hours they may be prepared 

for such subsequent election as herein provided. Whenever it is necessary to reset the machines for another 

election prior to the time limit for the filing of election contests, it shall be the duty of the proper officials 

to make a photographic record of the machines involved to be used in case of an election contest, 
whereupon the machines may be set back to zero and arranged for the next election.  

(Source: P.A. 80-704.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/24A-6) (from Ch. 46, par. 24A-6)  
    Sec. 24A-6. The ballot information, whether placed on the ballot or on the marking device, shall, as far 

as practicable, be in the order of arrangement provided for paper ballots, except that such information may 

be in vertical or horizontal rows, or in a number of separate pages. Ballots for all questions or propositions 
to be voted on must be provided in the same manner and must be arranged on or in the marking device or 

on the ballot sheet in the places provided for such purposes.  

    When an electronic voting system utilizes a ballot label booklet and ballot card, ballots for candidates, 
ballots calling for a constitutional convention, constitutional amendment ballots, judicial retention ballots, 

public measures, and all propositions to be voted upon may be placed on the electronic voting device by 

providing in the ballot booklet separate ballot label pages or series of pages distinguished by differing 
colors as provided below. When an electronic voting system utilizes a ballot sheet, ballots calling for a 

constitutional convention, constitutional amendment ballots and judicial retention ballots shall be placed 

on the ballot sheet by providing a separate portion of the ballot sheet for each such kind of ballot which 
shall be printed in ink of a color distinct from the color of ink used in printing any other portion of the 

ballot sheet. Ballots for candidates, public measures and all other propositions to be voted upon shall be 

placed on the ballot sheet by providing a separate portion of the ballot sheet for each such kind of ballot. 
Whenever a person has submitted a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate as required in Sections 

17-16.1 and 18-9.1, a line on which the name of a candidate may be written by the voter shall be printed 

below the name of the last candidate nominated for such office, and immediately to the left of such line 
an area shall be provided for marking a vote for such write-in candidate. The number of write-in lines for 

an office shall equal the number of persons who have filed declarations of intent to be write-in candidates 

plus an additional line or lines for write-in candidates who qualify to file declarations to be write-in 
candidates under Sections 17-16.1 and 18-9.1 when the certification of ballot contains the words 

"OBJECTION PENDING" next to the name of the candidate, up to the number of candidates for which a 

voter may vote. More than one amendment to the constitution may be placed on the same ballot page or 
series of pages or on the same portion of the ballot sheet, as the case may be. Ballot label pages for 

constitutional conventions or constitutional amendments shall be on paper of blue color and shall precede 

all other ballot label pages in the ballot label booklet. More than one public measure or proposition may 
be placed on the same ballot label page or series of pages or on the same portion of the ballot sheet, as the 

case may be. More than one proposition for retention of judges in office may be placed on the same ballot 

label page or series of pages or on the same portion of the ballot sheet, as the case may be. Ballot label 
pages for candidates shall be on paper of white color, except that in primary elections the ballot label page 

or pages for the candidates of each respective political party shall be of the color designated by the election 

official in charge of the election for that political party's candidates; provided that the ballot label pages or 
pages for candidates for use at the nonpartisan and consolidated elections may be on paper of different 

colors, except blue, whenever necessary or desirable to facilitate distinguishing between the pages for 
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different political subdivisions. On each page of the candidate booklet, where the election is made to list 
ballot information vertically, the party affiliation of each candidate or the word "independent" shall appear 

immediately to the left of the candidate's name, and the name of candidates for the same office shall be 

listed vertically under the title of that office. If no candidate or candidates file for an office and if no person 
or persons file a declaration as a write-in candidate for that office, then below the title of that office the 

election authority instead shall print "No Candidate". In the case of nonpartisan elections for officers of 

political subdivisions, unless the statute or an ordinance adopted pursuant to Article VII of the Constitution 
requires otherwise, the listing of such nonpartisan candidates shall not include any party or "independent" 

designation. Ballot label pages for judicial retention ballots shall be on paper of green color, and ballot 

label pages for all public measures and other propositions shall be on paper of some other distinct and 
different color. In primary elections, a separate ballot label booklet, marking device and voting booth shall 

be used for each political party holding a primary, with the ballot label booklet arranged to include ballot 
label pages of the candidates of the party and public measures and other propositions to be voted upon on 

the day of the primary election. One ballot card may be used for recording the voter's vote or choice on all 

such ballots, proposals, public measures or propositions, and such ballot card shall be arranged so as to 
record the voter's vote or choice in a separate column or columns for each such kind of ballot, proposal, 

public measure or proposition.  

    If the ballot label booklet includes both candidates for office and public measures or propositions to be 

voted on, the election official in charge of the election shall divide the pages by protruding tabs identifying 

the division of the pages, and printing on such tabs "Candidates" and "Propositions".  

    The ballot card and all of its columns and the ballot card envelope shall be of the color prescribed for 
candidate's ballots at the general or primary election, whichever is being held. At an election where no 

candidates are being nominated or elected, the ballot card, its columns, and the ballot card envelope shall 

be of a color designated by the election official in charge of the election.  
    The ballot cards, ballot card envelopes and ballot sheets may, at the discretion of the election authority, 

be printed on white paper and then striped with the appropriate colors.  

    When ballot sheets are used, the various portions thereof shall be arranged to conform to the foregoing 
format.  

    Vote by mail Absentee ballots may consist of ballot cards, envelopes, paper ballots , or ballot sheets 

voted in person in the office of the election official in charge of the election or voted by mail. Where a 
ballot card is used for voting by mail it must be accompanied by a punching tool or other appropriate 

marking device, voter instructions and a specimen ballot showing the proper positions to vote on the ballot 

card or ballot sheet for each party, candidate, proposal, public measure or proposition, and in the case of 
a ballot card must be mounted on a suitable material to receive the punched out chip.  

    Any voter who spoils his ballot or makes an error may return the ballot to the judges of election and 

secure another. However, the protruding identifying tab for proposals for a constitutional convention or 
constitutional amendments shall have printed thereon "Constitutional Ballot", and the ballot label page or 

pages for such proposals shall precede the ballot label pages for candidates in the ballot label booklet.  

(Source: P.A. 95-699, eff. 11-9-07; 95-862, eff. 8-19-08.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/24A-10) (from Ch. 46, par. 24A-10)  

    Sec. 24A-10. (1) In an election jurisdiction which has adopted an electronic voting system, the election 

official in charge of the election shall select one of the 3 following procedures for receiving, counting, 
tallying, and return of the ballots:  

    (a) Two ballot boxes shall be provided for each polling place. The first ballot box is for the depositing 

of votes cast on the electronic voting system; and the second ballot box is for all votes cast on paper ballots, 
including any paper ballots required to be voted other than on the electronic voting system. Ballots 

deposited in the second ballot box shall be counted, tallied, and returned as is elsewhere provided in "The 

Election Code," as amended, for the counting and handling of paper ballots. Immediately after the closing 
of the polls, the judges of election shall make out a slip indicating the number of persons who voted in the 

precinct at the election. Such slip shall be signed by all the judges of election and shall be inserted by them 

in the first ballot box. The judges of election shall thereupon immediately lock each ballot box; provided, 
that if such box is not of a type which may be securely locked, such box shall be sealed with filament tape 

provided for such purpose which shall be wrapped around the box lengthwise and crosswise, at least twice 

each way, and in such manner that the seal completely covers the slot in the ballot box, and each of the 
judges shall sign such seal. Thereupon two of the judges of election, of different political parties, shall 

forthwith and by the most direct route transport both ballot boxes to the counting location designated by 

the county clerk or board of election commissioners.  
    Before the ballots of a precinct are fed to the electronic tabulating equipment, the first ballot box shall 

be opened at the central counting station by the two precinct transport judges. Upon opening a ballot box, 
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such team shall first count the number of ballots in the box. If 2 or more are folded together so as to appear 
to have been cast by the same person, all of the ballots so folded together shall be marked and returned 

with the other ballots in the same condition, as near as may be, in which they were found when first opened, 

but shall not be counted. If the remaining ballots are found to exceed the number of persons voting in the 
precinct as shown by the slip signed by the judges of election, the ballots shall be replaced in the box, and 

the box closed and well shaken and again opened and one of the precinct transport judges shall publicly 

draw out so many ballots unopened as are equal to such excess.  
    Such excess ballots shall be marked "Excess-Not Counted" and signed by the two precinct transport 

judges and shall be placed in the "After 7:00 p.m. Defective Ballots Envelope". The number of excess 

ballots shall be noted in the remarks section of the Certificate of Results. "Excess" ballots shall not be 
counted in the total of "defective" ballots.  

    The precinct transport judges shall then examine the remaining ballots for write-in votes and shall count 
and tabulate the write-in vote; or  

    (b) A single ballot box, for the deposit of all votes cast, shall be used. All ballots which are not to be 

tabulated on the electronic voting system shall be counted, tallied, and returned as elsewhere provided in 
"The Election Code," as amended, for the counting and handling of paper ballots.  

    All ballots to be processed and tabulated with the electronic voting system shall be processed as follows:  

    Immediately after the closing of the polls, the precinct judges of election then shall open the ballot box 

and canvass the votes polled to determine that the number of ballots therein agree with the number of 

voters voting as shown by the applications for ballot or if the same do not agree the judges of election shall 

make such ballots agree with the applications for ballot in the manner provided by Section 17-18 of "The 
Election Code." The judges of election shall then examine all ballot cards and ballot card envelopes which 

are in the ballot box to determine whether the ballot cards and ballot card envelopes bear the initials of a 

precinct judge of election. If any ballot card or ballot card envelope is not initialed, it shall be marked on 
the back "Defective," initialed as to such label by all judges immediately under such word "Defective," 

and not counted, but placed in the envelope provided for that purpose labeled "Defective Ballots 

Envelope."  
    When an electronic voting system is used which utilizes a ballot card, before separating the ballot cards 

from their respective covering envelopes, the judges of election shall examine the ballot card envelopes 

for write-in votes. When the voter has voted a write-in vote, the judges of election shall compare the write-
in vote with the votes on the ballot card to determine whether such write-in results in an overvote for any 

office. In case of an overvote for any office, the judges of election, consisting in each case of at least one 

judge of election of each of the two major political parties, shall make a true duplicate ballot of all votes 
on such ballot card except for the office which is overvoted, by using the ballot label booklet of the precinct 

and one of the marking devices of the precinct so as to transfer all votes of the voter except for the office 

overvoted, to an official ballot card of that kind used in the precinct at that election. The original ballot 
card and envelope upon which there is an overvote shall be clearly labeled "Overvoted Ballot", and each 

shall bear the same serial number which shall be placed thereon by the judges of election, commencing 

with number 1 and continuing consecutively for the ballots of that kind in that precinct. The judges of 
election shall initial the "Duplicate Overvoted Ballot" ballot cards and shall place them in the box for 

return of the ballots. The "Overvoted Ballot" ballots and their envelopes shall be placed in the "Duplicate 

Ballots" envelope. Envelopes bearing write-in votes marked in the place designated therefor and bearing 
the initials of a precinct judge of election and not resulting in an overvote and otherwise complying with 

the election laws as to marking shall be counted, tallied, and their votes recorded on a tally sheet provided 

by the election official in charge of the election. The ballot cards and ballot card envelopes shall be 
separated and all except any defective or overvoted shall be placed separately in the box for return of the 

ballots. The judges of election shall examine the ballots and ballot cards to determine if any is damaged 

or defective so that it cannot be counted by the automatic tabulating equipment. If any ballot or ballot card 
is damaged or defective so that it cannot properly be counted by the automatic tabulating equipment, the 

judges of election, consisting in each case of at least one judge of election of each of the two major political 

parties, shall make a true duplicate ballot of all votes on such ballot card by using the ballot label booklet 
of the precinct and one of the marking devices of the precinct. The original ballot or ballot card and 

envelope shall be clearly labeled "Damaged Ballot" and the ballot or ballot card so produced "Duplicate 

Damaged Ballot," and each shall bear the same number which shall be placed thereon by the judges of 
election, commencing with number 1 and continuing consecutively for the ballots of that kind in the 

precinct. The judges of election shall initial the "Duplicate Damaged Ballot" ballot or ballot cards, and 

shall place them in the box for return of the ballots. The "Damaged Ballot" ballots or ballot cards and their 
envelopes shall be placed in the "Duplicated Ballots" envelope. A slip indicating the number of voters 

voting in person shall be made out, signed by all judges of election, and inserted in the box for return of 
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the ballots. The tally sheets recording the write-in votes shall be placed in this box. The judges of election 
thereupon immediately shall securely lock the ballot box or other suitable box furnished for return of the 

ballots by the election official in charge of the election; provided that if such box is not of a type which 

may be securely locked, such box shall be sealed with filament tape provided for such purpose which shall 
be wrapped around the box lengthwise and crosswise, at least twice each way. A separate adhesive seal 

label signed by each of the judges of election of the precinct shall be affixed to the box so as to cover any 

slot therein and to identify the box of the precinct; and if such box is sealed with filament tape as provided 
herein rather than locked, such tape shall be wrapped around the box as provided herein, but in such 

manner that the separate adhesive seal label affixed to the box and signed by the judges may not be 

removed without breaking the filament tape and disturbing the signature of the judges. Thereupon, 2 of 
the judges of election, of different major political parties, forthwith shall by the most direct route transport 

the box for return of the ballots and enclosed ballots and returns to the central counting location designated 
by the election official in charge of the election. If, however, because of the lack of adequate parking 

facilities at the central counting location or for any other reason, it is impossible or impracticable for the 

boxes from all the polling places to be delivered directly to the central counting location, the election 
official in charge of the election may designate some other location to which the boxes shall be delivered 

by the 2 precinct judges. While at such other location the boxes shall be in the care and custody of one or 

more teams, each consisting of 4 persons, 2 from each of the two major political parties, designated for 

such purpose by the election official in charge of elections from recommendations by the appropriate 

political party organizations. As soon as possible, the boxes shall be transported from such other location 

to the central counting location by one or more teams, each consisting of 4 persons, 2 from each of the 2 
major political parties, designated for such purpose by the election official in charge of elections from 

recommendations by the appropriate political party organizations.  

    The "Defective Ballots" envelope, and "Duplicated Ballots" envelope each shall be securely sealed and 
the flap or end thereof of each signed by the precinct judges of election and returned to the central counting 

location with the box for return of the ballots, enclosed ballots and returns.  

    At the central counting location, a team of tally judges designated by the election official in charge of 
the election shall check the box returned containing the ballots to determine that all seals are intact, and 

thereupon shall open the box, check the voters' slip and compare the number of ballots so delivered against 

the total number of voters of the precinct who voted, remove the ballots or ballot cards and deliver them 
to the technicians operating the automatic tabulating equipment. Any discrepancies between the number 

of ballots and total number of voters shall be noted on a sheet furnished for that purpose and signed by the 

tally judges; or  
    (c) A single ballot box, for the deposit of all votes cast, shall be used. Immediately after the closing of 

the polls, the precinct judges of election shall securely lock the ballot box; provided that if such box is not 

of a type which may be securely locked, such box shall be sealed with filament tape provided for such 
purpose which shall be wrapped around the box lengthwise and crosswise, at least twice each way. A 

separate adhesive seal label signed by each of the judges of election of the precinct shall be affixed to the 

box so as to cover any slot therein and to identify the box of the precinct; and if such box is sealed with 
filament tape as provided herein rather than locked, such tape shall be wrapped around the box as provided 

herein, but in such manner that the separate adhesive seal label affixed to the box and signed by the judges 

may not be removed without breaking the filament tape and disturbing the signature of the judges. 
Thereupon, 2 of the judges of election, of different major political parties, shall forthwith by the most 

direct route transport the box for return of the ballots and enclosed vote by mail absentee and early ballots 

and returns to the central counting location designated by the election official in charge of the election. If 
however, because of the lack of adequate parking facilities at the central counting location or for some 

other reason, it is impossible or impracticable for the boxes from all the polling places to be delivered 

directly to the central counting location, the election official in charge of the election may designate some 
other location to which the boxes shall be delivered by the 2 precinct judges. While at such other location 

the boxes shall be in the care and custody of one or more teams, each consisting of 4 persons, 2 from each 

of the two major political parties, designated for such purpose by the election official in charge of elections 
from recommendations by the appropriate political party organizations. As soon as possible, the boxes 

shall be transported from such other location to the central counting location by one or more teams, each 

consisting of 4 persons, 2 from each of the 2 major political parties, designated for such purpose by the 
election official in charge of the election from recommendations by the appropriate political party 

organizations.  

    At the central counting location there shall be one or more teams of tally judges who possess the same 
qualifications as tally judges in election jurisdictions using paper ballots. The number of such teams shall 

be determined by the election authority. Each team shall consist of 5 tally judges, 3 selected and approved 
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by the county board from a certified list furnished by the chairman of the county central committee of the 
party with the majority of members on the county board and 2 selected and approved by the county board 

from a certified list furnished by the chairman of the county central committee of the party with the second 

largest number of members on the county board. At the central counting location a team of tally judges 
shall open the ballot box and canvass the votes polled to determine that the number of ballot sheets therein 

agree with the number of voters voting as shown by the applications for ballot; and, if the same do not 

agree, the tally judges shall make such ballots agree with the number of applications for ballot in the 
manner provided by Section 17-18 of the Election Code. The tally judges shall then examine all ballot 

sheets which are in the ballot box to determine whether they bear the initials of the precinct judge of 

election. If any ballot is not initialed, it shall be marked on the back "Defective", initialed as to such label 
by all tally judges immediately under such word "Defective", and not counted, but placed in the envelope 

provided for that purpose labeled "Defective Ballots Envelope". An overvote for one office shall invalidate 
only the vote or count of that particular office.  

    At the central counting location, a team of tally judges designated by the election official in charge of 

the election shall deliver the ballot sheets to the technicians operating the automatic tabulating equipment. 
Any discrepancies between the number of ballots and total number of voters shall be noted on a sheet 

furnished for that purpose and signed by the tally judges.  

    (2) Regardless of which procedure described in subsection (1) of this Section is used, the judges of 

election designated to transport the ballots, properly signed and sealed as provided herein, shall ensure 

that the ballots are delivered to the central counting station no later than 12 hours after the polls close. At 

the central counting station a team of tally judges designated by the election official in charge of the 
election shall examine the ballots so transported and shall not accept ballots for tabulating which are not 

signed and sealed as provided in subsection (1) of this Section until the judges transporting the same make 

and sign the necessary corrections. Upon acceptance of the ballots by a team of tally judges at the central 
counting station, the election judges transporting the same shall take a receipt signed by the election 

official in charge of the election and stamped with the date and time of acceptance. The election judges 

whose duty it is to transport any ballots shall, in the event such ballots cannot be found when needed, on 
proper request, produce the receipt which they are to take as above provided.  

(Source: P.A. 94-645, eff. 8-22-05; 94-1000, eff. 7-3-06.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/24A-15.1) (from Ch. 46, par. 24A-15.1)  
    Sec. 24A-15.1. Except as herein provided, discovery recounts and election contests shall be conducted 

as otherwise provided for in "The Election Code", as amended. The automatic tabulating equipment shall 

be tested prior to the discovery recount or election contest as provided in Section 24A-9, and then the 
official ballots or ballot cards shall be recounted on the automatic tabulating equipment. In addition, (1) 

the ballot or ballot cards shall be checked for the presence or absence of judges' initials and other 

distinguishing marks, and (2) the ballots marked "Rejected", "Defective", Objected to", "Vote by Mail 
Absentee Ballot", and "Early Ballot" shall be examined to determine the propriety of the labels, and (3) 

the "Duplicate Vote by Mail Absentee Ballots", "Duplicate Early Ballots", "Duplicate Overvoted Ballots" 

and "Duplicate Damaged Ballots" shall be compared with their respective originals to determine the 
correctness of the duplicates.  

    Any person who has filed a petition for discovery recount may request that a redundant count be 

conducted in those precincts in which the discovery recount is being conducted. The additional costs of 
such a redundant count shall be borne by the requesting party.  

    The log of the computer operator and all materials retained by the election authority in relation to vote 

tabulation and canvass shall be made available for any discovery recount or election contest.  
(Source: P.A. 98-756, eff. 7-16-14.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/24B-6)  

    Sec. 24B-6. Ballot Information; Arrangement; Electronic Precinct Tabulation Optical Scan Technology 
Voting System; Vote by Mail Absentee Ballots; Spoiled Ballots. The ballot information, shall, as far as 

practicable, be in the order of arrangement provided for paper ballots, except that the information may be 

in vertical or horizontal rows, or on a number of separate pages or displays on the marking device. Ballots 
for all questions or propositions to be voted on should be provided in a similar manner and must be 

arranged on the ballot sheet or marking device in the places provided for such purposes. Ballots shall be 

of white paper unless provided otherwise by administrative rule of the State Board of Elections or 
otherwise specified. 

    All propositions, including but not limited to propositions calling for a constitutional convention, 

constitutional amendment, judicial retention, and public measures to be voted upon shall be placed on 
separate portions of the ballot sheet or marking device by utilizing borders or grey screens. Candidates 

shall be listed on a separate portion of the ballot sheet or marking device by utilizing borders or grey 
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screens. Whenever a person has submitted a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate as required in 
Sections 17-16.1 and 18-9.1, a line or lines on which the voter may select a write-in candidate shall be 

printed below the name of the last candidate nominated for such office. Such line or lines shall be 

proximate to an area provided for marking votes for the write-in candidate or candidates. The number of 
write-in lines for an office shall equal the number of persons who have filed declarations of intent to be 

write-in candidates plus an additional line or lines for write-in candidates who qualify to file declarations 

to be write-in candidates under Sections 17-16.1 and 18-9.1 when the certification of ballot contains the 
words "OBJECTION PENDING" next to the name of that candidate, up to the number of candidates for 

which a voter may vote. In the case of write-in lines for the offices of Governor and Lieutenant Governor, 

2 lines shall be printed within a bracket and a single square shall be printed in front of the bracket. More 
than one amendment to the constitution may be placed on the same portion of the ballot sheet or marking 

device. Constitutional convention or constitutional amendment propositions shall be printed or displayed 
on a separate portion of the ballot sheet or marking device and designated by borders or grey screens, 

unless otherwise provided by administrative rule of the State Board of Elections. More than one public 

measure or proposition may be placed on the same portion of the ballot sheet or marking device. More 
than one proposition for retention of judges in office may be placed on the same portion of the ballot sheet 

or marking device. Names of candidates shall be printed in black. The party affiliation of each candidate 

or the word "independent" shall appear near or under the candidate's name, and the names of candidates 

for the same office shall be listed vertically under the title of that office, on separate pages of the marking 

device, or as otherwise approved by the State Board of Elections. If no candidate or candidates file for an 

office and if no person or persons file a declaration as a write-in candidate for that office, then below the 
title of that office the election authority instead shall print "No Candidate". In the case of nonpartisan 

elections for officers of political subdivisions, unless the statute or an ordinance adopted pursuant to 

Article VII of the Constitution requires otherwise, the listing of nonpartisan candidates shall not include 
any party or "independent" designation. Judicial retention questions and ballot questions for all public 

measures and other propositions shall be designated by borders or grey screens on the ballot or marking 

device. In primary elections, a separate ballot, or displays on the marking device, shall be used for each 
political party holding a primary, with the ballot or marking device arranged to include names of the 

candidates of the party and public measures and other propositions to be voted upon on the day of the 

primary election. 
    If the ballot includes both candidates for office and public measures or propositions to be voted on, the 

election official in charge of the election shall divide the ballot or displays on the marking device in 

sections for "Candidates" and "Propositions", or separate ballots may be used. 
    Vote by Mail Absentee ballots may consist of envelopes, paper ballots , or ballot sheets voted in person 

in the office of the election official in charge of the election or voted by mail. Where a Precinct Tabulation 

Optical Scan Technology ballot is used for voting by mail it must be accompanied by voter instructions. 
    Any voter who spoils his or her ballot, makes an error, or has a ballot returned by the automatic tabulating 

equipment may return the ballot to the judges of election and get another ballot. 

(Source: P.A. 95-699, eff. 11-9-07; 95-862, eff. 8-19-08; 96-1018, eff. 1-1-11.) 
    (10 ILCS 5/24B-10)  

    Sec. 24B-10. Receiving, Counting, Tallying and Return of Ballots; Acceptance of Ballots by Election 

Authority.  
    (a) In an election jurisdiction which has adopted an electronic Precinct Tabulation Optical Scan 

Technology voting system, the election official in charge of the election shall select one of the 3 following 

procedures for receiving, counting, tallying, and return of the ballots:  
        (1) Two ballot boxes shall be provided for each polling place. The first ballot box is  

     

for the depositing of votes cast on the electronic voting system; and the second ballot box is for all votes 

cast on other ballots, including any paper ballots required to be voted other than on the Precinct 
Tabulation Optical Scan Technology electronic voting system. Ballots deposited in the second ballot 

box shall be counted, tallied, and returned as is elsewhere provided in this Code for the counting and 

handling of paper ballots. Immediately after the closing of the polls, the judges of election shall make 
out a slip indicating the number of persons who voted in the precinct at the election. The slip shall be 

signed by all the judges of election and shall be inserted by them in the first ballot box. The judges of 

election shall thereupon immediately lock each ballot box; provided, that if the box is not of a type 
which may be securely locked, the box shall be sealed with filament tape provided for the purpose that 

shall be wrapped around the box lengthwise and crosswise, at least twice each way, and in a manner 

that the seal completely covers the slot in the ballot box, and each of the judges shall sign the seal. Two 
of the judges of election, of different political parties, shall by the most direct route transport both ballot 

boxes to the counting location designated by the county clerk or board of election commissioners. 
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        Before the ballots of a precinct are fed to the electronic Precinct Tabulation Optical  

     

Scan Technology tabulating equipment, the first ballot box shall be opened at the central counting 

station by the 2 precinct transport judges. Upon opening a ballot box, the team shall first count the 

number of ballots in the box. If 2 or more are folded together to appear to have been cast by the same 
person, all of the ballots folded together shall be marked and returned with the other ballots in the same 

condition, as near as may be, in which they were found when first opened, but shall not be counted. If 

the remaining ballots are found to exceed the number of persons voting in the precinct as shown by the 
slip signed by the judges of election, the ballots shall be replaced in the box, and the box closed and 

well shaken and again opened and one of the precinct transport judges shall publicly draw out so many 

ballots unopened as are equal to the excess. 
 

        The excess ballots shall be marked "Excess-Not Counted" and signed by the 2 precinct  

     
transport judges and shall be placed in the "After 7:00 p.m. Defective Ballots Envelope". The number 
of excess ballots shall be noted in the remarks section of the Certificate of Results. "Excess" ballots 

shall not be counted in the total of "defective" ballots. 
 

        The precinct transport judges shall then examine the remaining ballots for write-in  
     votes and shall count and tabulate the write-in vote. 

 

        (2) A single ballot box, for the deposit of all votes cast, shall be used. All ballots  

     
which are not to be tabulated on the electronic voting system shall be counted, tallied, and returned as 

elsewhere provided in this Code for the counting and handling of paper ballots. 
 

        All ballots to be processed and tabulated with the electronic Precinct Tabulation  

     Optical Scan Technology voting system shall be processed as follows: 
 

        Immediately after the closing of the polls, the precinct judges of election shall open  

     

the ballot box and canvass the votes polled to determine that the number of ballots agree with the number 

of voters voting as shown by the applications for ballot, or if the same do not agree the judges of election 
shall make such ballots agree with the applications for ballot in the manner provided by Section 17-18 

of this Code. 
 

        In case of an overvote for any office, the judges of election, consisting in each case  

     

of at least one judge of election of each of the 2 major political parties, shall make a true duplicate ballot 

of all votes on the ballot except for the office which is overvoted, by using the ballot of the precinct and 

one of the marking devices, or equivalent ballot, of the precinct to transfer all votes of the voter except 
for the office overvoted, to an official ballot of that kind used in the precinct at that election. The original 

ballot upon which there is an overvote shall be clearly labeled "Overvoted Ballot", and each shall bear 

the same serial number which shall be placed thereon by the judges of election, beginning with number 
1 and continuing consecutively for the ballots of that kind in that precinct. The judges of election shall 

initial the "Duplicate Overvoted Ballot" ballots and shall place them in the box for return of the ballots. 

The "Overvoted Ballot" ballots shall be placed in the "Duplicate Ballots" envelope. The ballots except 
any defective or overvoted ballot shall be placed separately in the box for return of the ballots. The 

judges of election shall examine the ballots to determine if any is damaged or defective so that it cannot 

be counted by the automatic tabulating equipment. If any ballot is damaged or defective so that it cannot 
properly be counted by the automatic tabulating equipment, the judges of election, consisting in each 

case of at least one judge of election of each of the 2 major political parties, shall make a true duplicate 

ballot of all votes on such ballot by using the ballot of the precinct and one of the marking devices, or 
equivalent ballot, of the precinct. The original ballot and ballot envelope shall be clearly labeled 

"Damaged Ballot" and the ballot so produced "Duplicate Damaged Ballot", and each shall bear the same 

number which shall be placed thereon by the judges of election, commencing with number 1 and 
continuing consecutively for the ballots of that kind in the precinct. The judges of election shall initial 

the "Duplicate Damaged Ballot" ballot and shall place them in the box for return of the ballots. The 

"Damaged Ballot" ballots shall be placed in the "Duplicated Ballots" envelope. A slip indicating the 
number of voters voting in person and the total number of voters of the precinct who voted at the election 

shall be made out, signed by all judges of election, and inserted in the box for return of the ballots. The 

tally sheets recording the write-in votes shall be placed in this box. The judges of election immediately 
shall securely lock the ballot box or other suitable box furnished for return of the ballots by the election 

official in charge of the election; provided that if the box is not of a type which may be securely locked, 

the box shall be sealed with filament tape provided for the purpose which shall be wrapped around the 
box lengthwise and crosswise, at least twice each way. A separate adhesive seal label signed by each of 

the judges of election of the precinct shall be affixed to the box to cover any slot therein and to identify 

the box of the precinct; and if the box is sealed with filament tape as provided rather than locked, such 
tape shall be wrapped around the box as provided, but in such manner that the separate adhesive seal 

label affixed to the box and signed by the judges may not be removed without breaking the filament 
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tape and disturbing the signature of the judges. Two of the judges of election, of different major political 
parties, shall by the most direct route transport the box for return of the ballots and enclosed ballots and 

returns to the central counting location designated by the election official in charge of the election. If, 

however, because of the lack of adequate parking facilities at the central counting location or for any 
other reason, it is impossible or impracticable for the boxes from all the polling places to be delivered 

directly to the central counting location, the election official in charge of the election may designate 

some other location to which the boxes shall be delivered by the 2 precinct judges. While at the other 
location the boxes shall be in the care and custody of one or more teams, each consisting of 4 persons, 

2 from each of the 2 major political parties, designated for such purpose by the election official in charge 

of elections from recommendations by the appropriate political party organizations. As soon as possible, 
the boxes shall be transported from the other location to the central counting location by one or more 

teams, each consisting of 4 persons, 2 from each of the 2 major political parties, designated for the 
purpose by the election official in charge of elections from recommendations by the appropriate political 

party organizations. 
 

        The "Defective Ballots" envelope, and "Duplicated Ballots" envelope each shall be  

     

securely sealed and the flap or end of each envelope signed by the precinct judges of election and 

returned to the central counting location with the box for return of the ballots, enclosed ballots and 

returns. 
 

        At the central counting location, a team of tally judges designated by the election  

     

official in charge of the election shall check the box returned containing the ballots to determine that all 

seals are intact, and shall open the box, check the voters' slip and compare the number of ballots so 
delivered against the total number of voters of the precinct who voted, remove the ballots and deliver 

them to the technicians operating the automatic tabulating equipment. Any discrepancies between the 

number of ballots and total number of voters shall be noted on a sheet furnished for that purpose and 
signed by the tally judges. 

 

        (3) A single ballot box, for the deposit of all votes cast, shall be used. Immediately  

     

after the closing of the polls, the precinct judges of election shall securely lock the ballot box; provided 
that if such box is not of a type which may be securely locked, the box shall be sealed with filament 

tape provided for the purpose which shall be wrapped around the box lengthwise and crosswise, at least 

twice each way. A separate adhesive seal label signed by each of the judges of election of the precinct 
shall be affixed to the box to cover any slot therein and to identify the box of the precinct; and if the box 

is sealed with filament tape as provided rather than locked, such tape shall be wrapped around the box 

as provided, but in a manner that the separate adhesive seal label affixed to the box and signed by the 
judges may not be removed without breaking the filament tape and disturbing the signature of the 

judges. Two of the judges of election, of different major political parties, shall by the most direct route 

transport the box for return of the ballots and enclosed vote by mail absentee and early ballots and 
returns to the central counting location designated by the election official in charge of the election. If 

however, because of the lack of adequate parking facilities at the central counting location or for some 

other reason, it is impossible or impracticable for the boxes from all the polling places to be delivered 
directly to the central counting location, the election official in charge of the election may designate 

some other location to which the boxes shall be delivered by the 2 precinct judges. While at the other 

location the boxes shall be in the care and custody of one or more teams, each consisting of 4 persons, 
2 from each of the 2 major political parties, designated for the purpose by the election official in charge 

of elections from recommendations by the appropriate political party organizations. As soon as possible, 

the boxes shall be transported from the other location to the central counting location by one or more 
teams, each consisting of 4 persons, 2 from each of the 2 major political parties, designated for the 

purpose by the election official in charge of the election from recommendations by the appropriate 

political party organizations. 
 

        At the central counting location there shall be one or more teams of tally judges who  

     

possess the same qualifications as tally judges in election jurisdictions using paper ballots. The number 

of the teams shall be determined by the election authority. Each team shall consist of 5 tally judges, 3 
selected and approved by the county board from a certified list furnished by the chairman of the county 

central committee of the party with the majority of members on the county board and 2 selected and 

approved by the county board from a certified list furnished by the chairman of the county central 
committee of the party with the second largest number of members on the county board. At the central 

counting location a team of tally judges shall open the ballot box and canvass the votes polled to 

determine that the number of ballot sheets therein agree with the number of voters voting as shown by 
the applications for ballot and, if the same do not agree, the tally judges shall make such ballots agree 

with the number of applications for ballot in the manner provided by Section 17-18 of this Code. The 



170 

 

[December 3, 2014] 

tally judges shall then examine all ballot sheets that are in the ballot box to determine whether they bear 
the initials of the precinct judge of election. If any ballot is not initialed, it shall be marked on the back 

"Defective", initialed as to that label by all tally judges immediately under the word "Defective", and 

not counted, but placed in the envelope provided for that purpose labeled "Defective Ballots Envelope". 
An overvote for one office shall invalidate only the vote or count for that particular office. 

 

        At the central counting location, a team of tally judges designated by the election  

     

official in charge of the election shall deliver the ballot sheets to the technicians operating the automatic 
Precinct Tabulation Optical Scan Technology tabulating equipment. Any discrepancies between the 

number of ballots and total number of voters shall be noted on a sheet furnished for that purpose and 

signed by the tally judges. 
 

    (b) Regardless of which procedure described in subsection (a) of this Section is used, the judges of 

election designated to transport the ballots properly signed and sealed, shall ensure that the ballots are 
delivered to the central counting station no later than 12 hours after the polls close. At the central counting 

station, a team of tally judges designated by the election official in charge of the election shall examine 

the ballots so transported and shall not accept ballots for tabulating which are not signed and sealed as 
provided in subsection (a) of this Section until the judges transporting the ballots make and sign the 

necessary corrections. Upon acceptance of the ballots by a team of tally judges at the central counting 

station, the election judges transporting the ballots shall take a receipt signed by the election official in 

charge of the election and stamped with the date and time of acceptance. The election judges whose duty 

it is to transport any ballots shall, in the event the ballots cannot be found when needed, on proper request, 

produce the receipt which they are to take as above provided.  
(Source: P.A. 93-574, eff. 8-21-03; 94-645, eff. 8-22-05; 94-1000, eff. 7-3-06.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/24B-15.1)  

    Sec. 24B-15.1. Discovery recounts and election contests. Except as provided, discovery recounts and 
election contests shall be conducted as otherwise provided for in this Code. The automatic Precinct 

Tabulation Optical Scan Technology tabulating equipment shall be tested prior to the discovery recount 

or election contest as provided in Section 24B-9, and then the official ballots shall be recounted on the 
automatic tabulating equipment. In addition, (a) the ballots shall be checked for the presence or absence 

of judges' initials and other distinguishing marks, and (b) the ballots marked "Rejected", "Defective", 

"Objected To", "Early Ballot", and "Vote by Mail Absentee Ballot" shall be examined to determine the 
propriety of the labels, and (c) the "Duplicate Vote by Mail Absentee Ballots", "Duplicate Overvoted 

Ballots", "Duplicate Early Ballot", and "Duplicate Damaged Ballots" shall be compared with their 

respective originals to determine the correctness of the duplicates.  
    Any person who has filed a petition for discovery recount may request that a redundant count be 

conducted in those precincts in which the discovery recount is being conducted. The additional costs of a 

redundant count shall be borne by the requesting party.  
    The log of the computer operator and all materials retained by the election authority in relation to vote 

tabulation and canvass shall be made available for any discovery recount or election contest.  

(Source: P.A. 94-645, eff. 8-22-05.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/24C-1)  

    Sec. 24C-1. Purpose. The purpose of this Article is to authorize the use of Direct Recording Electronic 

Voting Systems approved by the State Board of Elections. In a Direct Recording Electronic Voting 
System, voters cast votes by means of a ballot display provided with mechanical or electro-optical devices 

that can be activated by the voters to mark their choices for the candidates of their preference and for or 

against public questions. Such voting devices shall be capable of instantaneously recording such votes, 
storing such votes, producing a permanent paper record and tabulating such votes at the precinct or at one 

or more counting stations. This Article authorizes the use of Direct Recording Electronic Voting Systems 

for in-precinct counting applications and for early in-person absentee voting in the office of the election 
authority and in the offices of local officials authorized by the election authority to conduct such early 

absentee voting. All other early absentee ballots must be counted at the office of the election authority.  

(Source: P.A. 93-574, eff. 8-21-03.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/24C-6)  

    Sec. 24C-6. Ballot Information; Arrangement; Direct Recording Electronic Voting System; Vote by 

Mail Absentee Ballots; Spoiled Ballots. The ballot information, shall, as far as practicable, be in the order 
of arrangement provided for paper ballots, except that the information may be in vertical or horizontal 

rows, or on a number of separate pages or display screens.  

    Ballots for all public questions to be voted on should be provided in a similar manner and must be 
arranged on the ballot in the places provided for such purposes. All public questions, including but not 

limited to public questions calling for a constitutional convention, constitutional amendment, or judicial 
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retention, shall be placed on the ballot separate and apart from candidates. Ballots for all public questions 
shall be clearly designated by borders or different color screens. More than one amendment to the 

constitution may be placed on the same portion of the ballot sheet. Constitutional convention or 

constitutional amendment propositions shall be placed on a separate portion of the ballot and designated 
by borders or unique color screens, unless otherwise provided by administrative rule of the State Board of 

Elections. More than one public question may be placed on the same portion of the ballot. More than one 

proposition for retention of judges in office may be placed on the same portion of the ballot.  
    The party affiliation, if any, of each candidate or the word "independent", where applicable, shall appear 

near or under the candidate's name, and the names of candidates for the same office shall be listed vertically 

under the title of that office. In the case of nonpartisan elections for officers of political subdivisions, 
unless the statute or an ordinance adopted pursuant to Article VII of the Constitution requires otherwise, 

the listing of nonpartisan candidates shall not include any party or "independent" designation. If no 
candidate or candidates file for an office and if no person or persons file a declaration as a write-in 

candidate for that office, then below the title of that office the election authority shall print "No Candidate". 

In primary elections, a separate ballot shall be used for each political party holding a primary, with the 
ballot arranged to include names of the candidates of the party and public questions and other propositions 

to be voted upon on the day of the primary election.  

    If the ballot includes both candidates for office and public questions or propositions to be voted on, the 

election official in charge of the election shall divide the ballot in sections for "Candidates" and "Public 

Questions", or separate ballots may be used.  

    Any voter who spoils his or her ballot, makes an error, or has a ballot rejected by the automatic tabulating 
equipment shall be provided a means of correcting the ballot or obtaining a new ballot prior to casting his 

or her ballot.  

    Any election authority using a Direct Recording Electronic Voting System may use voting systems 
approved for use under Articles 24A or 24B of this Code in conducting vote by mail or early absentee 

voting in the office of the election authority or voted by mail.  

(Source: P.A. 95-862, eff. 8-19-08.)  
    (10 ILCS 5/24C-11)  

    Sec. 24C-11. Functional requirements. A Direct Recording Electronic Voting System shall, in addition 

to satisfying the other requirements of this Article, fulfill the following functional requirements:  
    (a) Provide a voter in a primary election with the means of casting a ballot containing votes for any and 

all candidates of the party or parties of his or her choice, and for any and all non-partisan candidates and 

public questions and preclude the voter from voting for any candidate of any other political party except 
when legally permitted. In a general election, the system shall provide the voter with means of selecting 

the appropriate number of candidates for any office, and of voting on any public question on the ballot to 

which he or she is entitled to vote.  
    (b) If a voter is not entitled to vote for particular candidates or public questions appearing on the ballot, 

the system shall prevent the selection of the prohibited votes.  

    (c) Once the proper ballot has been selected, the system devices shall provide a means of enabling the 
recording of votes and the casting of said ballot.  

    (d) System voting devices shall provide voting choices that are clear to the voter and labels indicating 

the names of every candidate and the text of every public question on the voter's ballot. Each label shall 
identify the selection button or switch, or the active area of the ballot associated with it. The system shall 

be able to incorporate minimal, easy-to-follow on-screen instruction for the voter on how to cast a ballot.  

    (e) Voting devices shall (i) enable the voter to vote for any and all candidates and public questions 
appearing on the ballot for which the voter is lawfully entitled to vote, in any legal number and 

combination; (ii) detect and reject all votes for an office or upon a public question when the voter has cast 

more votes for the office or upon the public question than the voter is entitled to cast; (iii) notify the voter 
if the voter's choices as recorded on the ballot for an office or public question are fewer than or exceed the 

number that the voter is entitled to vote for on that office or public question and the effect of casting more 

or fewer votes than legally permitted; (iv) notify the voter if the voter has failed to completely cast a vote 
for an office or public question appearing on the ballot; and (v) permit the voter, in a private and 

independent manner, to verify the votes selected by the voter, to change the ballot or to correct any error 

on the ballot before the ballot is completely cast and counted. A means shall be provided to indicate each 
selection after it has been made or canceled.  

    (f) System voting devices shall provide a means for the voter to signify that the selection of candidates 

and public questions has been completed. Upon activation, the system shall record an image of the 
completed ballot, increment the proper ballot position registers, and shall signify to the voter that the ballot 
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has been cast. The system shall then prevent any further attempt to vote until it has been reset or re-enabled 
by a judge of election.  

    (g) Each system voting device shall be equipped with a public counter that can be set to zero prior to 

the opening of the polling place, and that records the number of ballots cast at a particular election. The 
counter shall be incremented only by the casting of a ballot. The counter shall be designed to prevent 

disabling or resetting by other than authorized persons after the polls close. The counter shall be visible to 

all judges of election so long as the device is installed at the polling place.  
    (h) Each system voting device shall be equipped with a protective counter that records all of the testing 

and election ballots cast since the unit was built. This counter shall be designed so that its reading cannot 

be changed by any cause other than the casting of a ballot. The protective counter shall be incapable of 
ever being reset and it shall be visible at all times when the device is configured for testing, maintenance, 

or election use.  
    (i) All system devices shall provide a means of preventing further voting once the polling place has 

closed and after all eligible voters have voted. Such means of control shall incorporate a visible indication 

of system status. Each device shall prevent any unauthorized use, prevent tampering with ballot labels and 
preclude its re-opening once the poll closing has been completed for that election.  

    (j) The system shall produce a printed summary report of the votes cast upon each voting device. Until 

the proper sequence of events associated with closing the polling place has been completed, the system 

shall not allow the printing of a report or the extraction of data. The printed report shall also contain all 

system audit information to be required by the election authority. Data shall not be altered or otherwise 

destroyed by report generation and the system shall ensure the integrity and security of data for a period 
of at least 6 months after the polls close.  

    (k) If more than one voting device is used in a polling place, the system shall provide a means to 

manually or electronically consolidate the data from all such units into a single report even if different 
voting systems are used to record absentee ballots. The system shall also be capable of merging the vote 

tabulation results produced by other vote tabulation systems, if necessary.  

    (l) System functions shall be implemented such that unauthorized access to them is prevented and the 
execution of authorized functions in an improper sequence is precluded. System functions shall be 

executable only in the intended manner and order, and only under the intended conditions. If the 

preconditions to a system function have not been met, the function shall be precluded from executing by 
the system's control logic.  

    (m) All system voting devices shall incorporate at least 3 memories in the machine itself and in its 

programmable memory devices.  
    (n) The system shall include capabilities of recording and reporting the date and time of normal and 

abnormal events and of maintaining a permanent record of audit information that cannot be turned off. 

Provisions shall be made to detect and record significant events (e.g., casting a ballot, error conditions that 
cannot be disposed of by the system itself, time-dependent or programmed events that occur without the 

intervention of the voter or a judge of election).  

    (o) The system and each system voting device must be capable of creating, printing and maintaining a 
permanent paper record and an electronic image of each ballot that is cast such that records of individual 

ballots are maintained by a subsystem independent and distinct from the main vote detection, 

interpretation, processing and reporting path. The electronic images of each ballot must protect the 
integrity of the data and the anonymity of each voter, for example, by means of storage location 

scrambling. The ballot image records may be either machine-readable or manually transcribed, or both, at 

the discretion of the election authority.  
    (p) The system shall include built-in test, measurement and diagnostic software and hardware for 

detecting and reporting the system's status and degree of operability.  

    (q) The system shall contain provisions for maintaining the integrity of memory voting and audit data 
during an election and for a period of at least 6 months thereafter and shall provide the means for creating 

an audit trail.  

    (r) The system shall be fully accessible so as to permit blind or visually impaired voters as well as 
physically disabled voters to exercise their right to vote in private and without assistance.  

    (s) The system shall provide alternative language accessibility if required pursuant to Section 203 of the 

Voting Rights Act of 1965.  
    (t) Each voting device shall enable a voter to vote for a person whose name does not appear on the 

ballot.  

    (u) The system shall record and count accurately each vote properly cast for or against any candidate 
and for or against any public question, including the names of all candidates whose names are written in 

by the voters.  
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    (v) The system shall allow for accepting provisional ballots and for separating such provisional ballots 
from precinct totals until authorized by the election authority.  

    (w) The system shall provide an effective audit trail as defined in Section 24C-2 in this Code.  

    (x) The system shall be suitably designed for the purpose used, be durably constructed, and be designed 
for safety, accuracy and efficiency.  

    (y) The system shall comply with all provisions of federal, State and local election laws and regulations 

and any future modifications to those laws and regulations.  
(Source: P.A. 95-699, eff. 11-9-07.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/24C-13)  

    Sec. 24C-13. Vote by Mail Absentee ballots; Early voting ballots; Proceedings at Location for Central 
Counting; Employees; Approval of List.  

    (a) All jurisdictions using Direct Recording Electronic Voting Systems shall use paper ballots or paper 
ballot sheets approved for use under Articles 16, 24A or 24B of this Code when conducting vote by mail 

absentee voting except that Direct Recording Electronic Voting Systems may be used for in-person 

absentee voting conducted pursuant to Section 19-2.1 of this Code. All vote by mail absentee ballots shall 
be counted at the central ballot counting location of the election authority. The provisions of Section 24A-

9, 24B-9 and 24C-9 of this Code shall apply to the testing and notice requirements for central count 

tabulation equipment, including comparing the signature on the ballot envelope with the signature of the 

voter on the permanent voter registration record card taken from the master file. Vote results shall be 

recorded by precinct and shall be added to the vote results for the precinct in which the vote by mail absent 

voter was eligible to vote prior to completion of the official canvass.  
    (b) All proceedings at the location for central counting shall be under the direction of the county clerk 

or board of election commissioners. Except for any specially trained technicians required for the operation 

of the Direct Recording Electronic Voting System, the employees at the counting station shall be equally 
divided between members of the 2 leading political parties and all duties performed by the employees shall 

be by teams consisting of an equal number of members of each political party. Thirty days before an 

election the county clerk or board of election commissioners shall submit to the chairman of each political 
party, for his or her approval or disapproval, a list of persons of his or her party proposed to be employed. 

If a chairman fails to notify the election authority of his or her disapproval of any proposed employee 

within a period of 10 days thereafter the list shall be deemed approved.  
(Source: P.A. 93-574, eff. 8-21-03; 94-645, eff. 8-22-05; 94-1000, eff. 7-3-06.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/24C-15)  

    Sec. 24C-15. Official Return of Precinct; Check of Totals; Audit. The precinct return printed by the 
Direct Recording Electronic Voting System tabulating equipment shall include the number of ballots cast 

and votes cast for each candidate and public question and shall constitute the official return of each 

precinct. In addition to the precinct return, the election authority shall provide the number of applications 
for ballots in each precinct, the total number of ballots and vote by mail absentee ballots counted in each 

precinct for each political subdivision and district and the number of registered voters in each precinct. 

However, the election authority shall check the totals shown by the precinct return and, if there is an 
obvious discrepancy regarding the total number of votes cast in any precinct, shall have the ballots for that 

precinct audited to correct the return. The procedures for this audit shall apply prior to and after the 

proclamation is completed; however, after the proclamation of results, the election authority must obtain 
a court order to unseal voted ballots or voting devices except for election contests and discovery recounts. 

The certificate of results, which has been prepared and signed by the judges of election after the ballots 

have been tabulated, shall be the document used for the canvass of votes for such precinct. Whenever a 
discrepancy exists during the canvass of votes between the unofficial results and the certificate of results, 

or whenever a discrepancy exists during the canvass of votes between the certificate of results and the set 

of totals reflected on the certificate of results, the ballots for that precinct shall be audited to correct the 
return.  

    Prior to the proclamation, the election authority shall test the voting devices and equipment in 5% of 

the precincts within the election jurisdiction, as well as 5% of the voting devices used in early voting. The 
precincts and the voting devices to be tested shall be selected after election day on a random basis by the 

State Board of Elections, so that every precinct and every device used in early voting in the election 

jurisdiction has an equal mathematical chance of being selected. The State Board of Elections shall design 
a standard and scientific random method of selecting the precincts and voting devices that are to be tested. 

The State central committee chairman of each established political party shall be given prior written notice 

of the time and place of the random selection procedure and may be represented at the procedure.  
    The test shall be conducted by counting the votes marked on the permanent paper record of each ballot 

cast in the tested precinct printed by the voting system at the time that each ballot was cast and comparing 
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the results of this count with the results shown by the certificate of results prepared by the Direct Recording 
Electronic Voting System in the test precinct. The election authority shall test count these votes either by 

hand or by using an automatic tabulating device other than a Direct Recording Electronic voting device 

that has been approved by the State Board of Elections for that purpose and tested before use to ensure 
accuracy. The election authority shall print the results of each test count. If any error is detected, the cause 

shall be determined and corrected, and an errorless count shall be made prior to the official canvass and 

proclamation of election results. If an errorless count cannot be conducted and there continues to be 
difference in vote results between the certificate of results produced by the Direct Recording Electronic 

Voting System and the count of the permanent paper records or if an error was detected and corrected, the 

election authority shall immediately prepare and forward to the appropriate canvassing board a written 
report explaining the results of the test and any errors encountered and the report shall be made available 

for public inspection.  
    The State Board of Elections, the State's Attorney and other appropriate law enforcement agencies, the 

county chairman of each established political party and qualified civic organizations shall be given prior 

written notice of the time and place of the test and may be represented at the test.  
    The results of this post-election test shall be treated in the same manner and have the same effect as the 

results of the discovery procedures set forth in Section 22-9.1 of this Code.  

(Source: P.A. 97-81, eff. 7-5-11.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/25-7) (from Ch. 46, par. 25-7)  

    Sec. 25-7. (a) When any vacancy shall occur in the office of representative in congress from this state 

more than 180 days before the next general election, the Governor shall issue a writ of election within 5 
days after the occurrence of that vacancy to the county clerks of the several counties in the district where 

the vacancy exists, appointing a day within 115 days of issuance of the writ to hold a special election to 

fill such vacancy.  
    (b) Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this Section or any other law to the contrary, a special election to 

fill a vacancy in the office of representative in congress occurring less than 60 days following the 2012 

general election shall be held as provided in this subsection (b). A special primary election shall be held 
on February 26, 2013, and a special election shall be held on April 9, 2013.  

    Except as provided in this subsection (b), the provisions of Article 7 of this Code are applicable to 

petitions for the special primary election and special election. Petitions for nomination in accordance with 
Article 7 shall be filed in the principal office of the State Board of Elections not more than 54 and not less 

than 50 days prior to the date of the special primary election, excluding Saturday and Sunday. Petitions 

for the nomination of independent candidates and candidates of new political parties shall be filed in the 
principal office of the State Board of Elections not more than 68 and not less than 64 days prior to the date 

of the special election, excluding Saturday and Sunday.  

    Except as provided in this subsection, the State Board of Elections shall have authority to establish, in 
conjunction with the impacted election authorities, an election calendar for the special election and special 

primary.  

    If an election authority is unable to have a sufficient number of ballots printed so that ballots will be 
available for mailing at least 46 days prior to the special primary election or special election to persons 

who have filed an application for a ballot under the provisions of Article 20 of this Code, the election 

authority shall, no later than 45 days prior to each election, mail to each of those persons a Special Write-
in Vote by Mail Absentee Voter's Blank Ballot in accordance with Section 16-5.01 of this Code. The 

election authority shall advise those persons that the names of candidates to be nominated or elected shall 

be available on the election authority's website and shall provide a phone number the person may call to 
request the names of the candidates for nomination or election.  

(Source: P.A. 97-1134, eff. 12-3-12.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/28-9) (from Ch. 46, par. 28-9)  
    Sec. 28-9. Petitions for proposed amendments to Article IV of the Constitution pursuant to Section 3, 

Article XIV of the Constitution shall be signed by a number of electors equal in number to at least 8% of 

the total votes cast for candidates for Governor in the preceding gubernatorial election. Such petition shall 
have been signed by the petitioning electors not more than 24 months preceding the general election at 

which the proposed amendment is to be submitted and shall be filed with the Secretary of State at least 6 

months before that general election.  
    Upon receipt of a petition for a proposed Constitutional amendment, the Secretary of State shall, as soon 

as is practicable, but no later than the close of the next business day, deliver such petition to the State 

Board of Elections.  
    Petitions for advisory questions of public policy to be submitted to the voters of the entire State shall be 

signed by a number of voters equal in number to 8% of the total votes cast for candidates for Governor in 
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the preceding gubernatorial election. Such petition shall have been signed by said petitioners not more 
than 24 months preceding the date of the general election at which the question is to be submitted and shall 

be filed with the State Board of Elections at least 6 months before that general election.  

    The proponents of the proposed statewide advisory public question shall file the original petition in 
bound election jurisdiction sections. Each section shall be composed of consecutively numbered petition 

sheets containing only the signatures of registered voters of a single election jurisdiction and, at the top of 

each petition sheet, the name of the election jurisdiction shall be typed or printed in block letters; provided 
that, if the name of the election jurisdiction is not so printed, the election jurisdiction of the circulator of 

that petition sheet shall be controlling with respect to the signatures on that sheet. Any petition sheets not 

consecutively numbered or which contain duplicate page numbers already used on other sheets, or are 
photocopies or duplicates of the original sheets, shall not be considered part of the petition for the purpose 

of the random sampling verification and shall not be counted toward the minimum number of signatures 
required to qualify the proposed statewide advisory public question for the ballot.  

    Within 7 business days following the last day for filing the original petition, the proponents shall also 

file copies of the sectioned election jurisdiction petition sheets with each proper election authority and 
obtain a receipt therefor.  

    For purposes of this Act, the following terms shall be defined and construed as follows:  

    1. "Board" means the State Board of Elections.  

    2. "Election Authority" means a county clerk or city or county board of election commissioners.  

    3. (Blank). "Election Jurisdiction" means (a) an entire county, in the case of a county in which no city 

board of election commissioners is located or which is under the jurisdiction of a county board of election 
commissioners; (b) the territorial jurisdiction of a city board of election commissioners; and (c) the 

territory in a county outside of the jurisdiction of a city board of election commissioners. In each instance 

election jurisdiction shall be determined according to which election authority maintains the permanent 
registration records of qualified electors.  

    4. "Proponents" means any person, association, committee, organization or other group, or their 

designated representatives, who advocate and cause the circulation and filing of petitions for a statewide 
advisory question of public policy or a proposed constitutional amendment for submission at a general 

election and who has registered with the Board as provided in this Act.  

    5. "Opponents" means any person, association, committee, organization or other group, or their 
designated representatives, who oppose a statewide advisory question of public policy or a proposed 

constitutional amendment for submission at a general election and who have registered with the Board as 

provided in this Act.  
(Source: P.A. 97-81, eff. 7-5-11.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/29-5) (from Ch. 46, par. 29-5)  

    Sec. 29-5. Voting more than once. Any person who, having voted once, knowingly on the same election 
day where the ballot or machine lists any of the same candidates and issues listed on the ballot or machine 

previously used for voting by that person, (a) files an application to vote in the same or another polling 

place, or (b) accepts a ballot or enters a voting machine (except to legally give assistance pursuant to the 
provisions of this Code), shall be guilty of a Class 3 felony; however, if a person has delivered a ballot or 

ballots to an election authority as a vote by mail an absentee voter and due to a change of circumstances 

is able to and does vote in the precinct of his residence on election day, shall not be deemed to be in 
violation of this Code.  

(Source: P.A. 83-755.)  

    (10 ILCS 5/29-20) (from Ch. 46, par. 29-20)  
    Sec. 29-20. Vote by Mail Absentee ballots - violations. A person is guilty of a Class 3 felony who 

knowingly:  

        (1) Solicits another person, knowing that the person is not legally qualified to vote as a vote by mail 
an absent voter, to apply for a vote by mail an absentee ballot;  

        (2) Solicits another person, knowing that the person is not legally qualified to vote as a vote by mail 

an absent voter, to cast a ballot as a vote by mail an absent voter;  
        (3) Intimidates or unduly influences another person to cast a vote by mail an absentee ballot in a 

manner  

     inconsistent with the voter's intent; or 
 

        (4) Marks or tampers with a vote by mail an absentee ballot of another person or takes a vote by mail 

an absentee ballot of another person  

     in violation of Section 19-6 so that an opportunity for fraudulent marking or tampering is created. 
 

(Source: P.A. 89-653, eff. 8-14-96.)  

     (10 ILCS 5/19-2.1 rep.)     (10 ILCS 5/19-2.2 rep.)     (10 ILCS 5/28-10 rep.)  
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    Section 10. The Election Code is amended by repealing Sections 19-2.1, 19-2.2, and 28-10. 
  

    Section 15. The Illinois Identification Card Act is amended by changing Section 11 as follows: 

    (15 ILCS 335/11) (from Ch. 124, par. 31)  
    Sec. 11. The Secretary may make a search of his records and furnish information as to whether a person 

has a current Standard Illinois Identification Card or an Illinois Person with a Disability Identification 

Card then on file, upon receipt of a written application therefor accompanied with the prescribed fee. 
However, the Secretary may not disclose medical information concerning an individual to any person, 

public agency, private agency, corporation or governmental body unless the individual has submitted a 

written request for the information or unless the individual has given prior written consent for the release 
of the information to a specific person or entity. This exception shall not apply to: (1) offices and 

employees of the Secretary who have a need to know the medical information in performance of their 
official duties, or (2) orders of a court of competent jurisdiction. When medical information is disclosed 

by the Secretary in accordance with the provisions of this Section, no liability shall rest with the Office of 

the Secretary of State as the information is released for informational purposes only. 
    The Secretary may release personally identifying information or highly restricted personal information 

only to: 

        (1) officers and employees of the Secretary who have a need to know that information; 

        (2) other governmental agencies for use in their official governmental functions; 

        (3) law enforcement agencies that need the information for a criminal or civil  

     investigation; 
 

        (3-5) the State Board of Elections for the sole purpose of providing the signatures required  

     

by a local election authority to register a voter through an online voter registration system or as may be 

required by an agreement the State Board of Elections has entered into with a multi-state voter 
registration list maintenance system; or  

 

        (4) any entity that the Secretary has authorized, by rule, to receive this information. 

    The Secretary may not disclose an individual's social security number or any associated information 
obtained from the Social Security Administration without the written request or consent of the individual 

except: (i) to officers and employees of the Secretary who have a need to know the social security number 

in the performance of their official duties; (ii) to law enforcement officials for a lawful civil or criminal 
law enforcement investigation if the head of the law enforcement agency has made a written request to the 

Secretary specifying the law enforcement investigation for which the social security number is being 

sought; (iii) under a lawful court order signed by a judge; or (iv) to the Illinois Department of Veterans' 
Affairs for the purpose of confirming veteran status.  

(Source: P.A. 97-739, eff. 1-1-13; 97-1064, eff. 1-1-13; 98-115, eff. 7-29-13; 98-463, eff. 8-16-13.)  

  
    Section 20. The Illinois Act on the Aging is amended by changing Section 4.02 as follows: 

    (20 ILCS 105/4.02) (from Ch. 23, par. 6104.02)  

    Sec. 4.02. Community Care Program. The Department shall establish a program of services to prevent 
unnecessary institutionalization of persons age 60 and older in need of long term care or who are 

established as persons who suffer from Alzheimer's disease or a related disorder under the Alzheimer's 

Disease Assistance Act, thereby enabling them to remain in their own homes or in other living 
arrangements. Such preventive services, which may be coordinated with other programs for the aged and 

monitored by area agencies on aging in cooperation with the Department, may include, but are not limited 

to, any or all of the following:  
        (a) (blank);  

        (b) (blank);  

        (c) home care aide services;  
        (d) personal assistant services;  

        (e) adult day services;  

        (f) home-delivered meals;  
        (g) education in self-care;  

        (h) personal care services;  

        (i) adult day health services;  
        (j) habilitation services;  

        (k) respite care;  

        (k-5) community reintegration services;  
        (k-6) flexible senior services; 

        (k-7) medication management; 
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        (k-8) emergency home response;  
        (l) other nonmedical social services that may enable the person to become  

     self-supporting; or 
 

        (m) clearinghouse for information provided by senior citizen home owners who want to  
     rent rooms to or share living space with other senior citizens. 

 

    The Department shall establish eligibility standards for such services. In determining the amount and 

nature of services for which a person may qualify, consideration shall not be given to the value of cash, 
property or other assets held in the name of the person's spouse pursuant to a written agreement dividing 

marital property into equal but separate shares or pursuant to a transfer of the person's interest in a home 

to his spouse, provided that the spouse's share of the marital property is not made available to the person 
seeking such services.  

    Beginning January 1, 2008, the Department shall require as a condition of eligibility that all new 
financially eligible applicants apply for and enroll in medical assistance under Article V of the Illinois 

Public Aid Code in accordance with rules promulgated by the Department.  

    The Department shall, in conjunction with the Department of Public Aid (now Department of Healthcare 
and Family Services), seek appropriate amendments under Sections 1915 and 1924 of the Social Security 

Act. The purpose of the amendments shall be to extend eligibility for home and community based services 

under Sections 1915 and 1924 of the Social Security Act to persons who transfer to or for the benefit of a 

spouse those amounts of income and resources allowed under Section 1924 of the Social Security Act. 

Subject to the approval of such amendments, the Department shall extend the provisions of Section 5-4 of 

the Illinois Public Aid Code to persons who, but for the provision of home or community-based services, 
would require the level of care provided in an institution, as is provided for in federal law. Those persons 

no longer found to be eligible for receiving noninstitutional services due to changes in the eligibility 

criteria shall be given 45 days notice prior to actual termination. Those persons receiving notice of 
termination may contact the Department and request the determination be appealed at any time during the 

45 day notice period. The target population identified for the purposes of this Section are persons age 60 

and older with an identified service need. Priority shall be given to those who are at imminent risk of 
institutionalization. The services shall be provided to eligible persons age 60 and older to the extent that 

the cost of the services together with the other personal maintenance expenses of the persons are 

reasonably related to the standards established for care in a group facility appropriate to the person's 
condition. These non-institutional services, pilot projects or experimental facilities may be provided as 

part of or in addition to those authorized by federal law or those funded and administered by the 

Department of Human Services. The Departments of Human Services, Healthcare and Family Services, 
Public Health, Veterans' Affairs, and Commerce and Economic Opportunity and other appropriate 

agencies of State, federal and local governments shall cooperate with the Department on Aging in the 

establishment and development of the non-institutional services. The Department shall require an annual 
audit from all personal assistant and home care aide vendors contracting with the Department under this 

Section. The annual audit shall assure that each audited vendor's procedures are in compliance with 

Department's financial reporting guidelines requiring an administrative and employee wage and benefits 
cost split as defined in administrative rules. The audit is a public record under the Freedom of Information 

Act. The Department shall execute, relative to the nursing home prescreening project, written inter-agency 

agreements with the Department of Human Services and the Department of Healthcare and Family 
Services, to effect the following: (1) intake procedures and common eligibility criteria for those persons 

who are receiving non-institutional services; and (2) the establishment and development of non-

institutional services in areas of the State where they are not currently available or are undeveloped. On 
and after July 1, 1996, all nursing home prescreenings for individuals 60 years of age or older shall be 

conducted by the Department.  

    As part of the Department on Aging's routine training of case managers and case manager supervisors, 
the Department may include information on family futures planning for persons who are age 60 or older 

and who are caregivers of their adult children with developmental disabilities. The content of the training 

shall be at the Department's discretion. 
    The Department is authorized to establish a system of recipient copayment for services provided under 

this Section, such copayment to be based upon the recipient's ability to pay but in no case to exceed the 

actual cost of the services provided. Additionally, any portion of a person's income which is equal to or 
less than the federal poverty standard shall not be considered by the Department in determining the 

copayment. The level of such copayment shall be adjusted whenever necessary to reflect any change in 

the officially designated federal poverty standard.  
    The Department, or the Department's authorized representative, may recover the amount of moneys 

expended for services provided to or in behalf of a person under this Section by a claim against the person's 
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estate or against the estate of the person's surviving spouse, but no recovery may be had until after the 
death of the surviving spouse, if any, and then only at such time when there is no surviving child who is 

under age 21, blind, or permanently and totally disabled. This paragraph, however, shall not bar recovery, 

at the death of the person, of moneys for services provided to the person or in behalf of the person under 
this Section to which the person was not entitled; provided that such recovery shall not be enforced against 

any real estate while it is occupied as a homestead by the surviving spouse or other dependent, if no claims 

by other creditors have been filed against the estate, or, if such claims have been filed, they remain dormant 
for failure of prosecution or failure of the claimant to compel administration of the estate for the purpose 

of payment. This paragraph shall not bar recovery from the estate of a spouse, under Sections 1915 and 

1924 of the Social Security Act and Section 5-4 of the Illinois Public Aid Code, who precedes a person 
receiving services under this Section in death. All moneys for services paid to or in behalf of the person 

under this Section shall be claimed for recovery from the deceased spouse's estate. "Homestead", as used 
in this paragraph, means the dwelling house and contiguous real estate occupied by a surviving spouse or 

relative, as defined by the rules and regulations of the Department of Healthcare and Family Services, 

regardless of the value of the property.  
    The Department shall increase the effectiveness of the existing Community Care Program by: 

        (1) ensuring that in-home services included in the care plan are available on evenings  

     and weekends; 
 

        (2) ensuring that care plans contain the services that eligible participants need  

     

based on the number of days in a month, not limited to specific blocks of time, as identified by the 

comprehensive assessment tool selected by the Department for use statewide, not to exceed the total 
monthly service cost maximum allowed for each service; the Department shall develop administrative 

rules to implement this item (2); 
 

        (3) ensuring that the participants have the right to choose the services contained in  

     
their care plan and to direct how those services are provided, based on administrative rules established 

by the Department; 
 

        (4) ensuring that the determination of need tool is accurate in determining the  

     

participants' level of need; to achieve this, the Department, in conjunction with the Older Adult Services 

Advisory Committee, shall institute a study of the relationship between the Determination of Need 

scores, level of need, service cost maximums, and the development and utilization of service plans no 
later than May 1, 2008; findings and recommendations shall be presented to the Governor and the 

General Assembly no later than January 1, 2009; recommendations shall include all needed changes to 

the service cost maximums schedule and additional covered services; 
 

        (5) ensuring that homemakers can provide personal care services that may or may not  

     involve contact with clients, including but not limited to: 
 

            (A) bathing; 
            (B) grooming; 

            (C) toileting; 

            (D) nail care; 
            (E) transferring; 

            (F) respiratory services; 

            (G) exercise; or 
            (H) positioning; 

        (6) ensuring that homemaker program vendors are not restricted from hiring homemakers  

     
who are family members of clients or recommended by clients; the Department may not, by rule or 
policy, require homemakers who are family members of clients or recommended by clients to accept 

assignments in homes other than the client; 
 

        (7) ensuring that the State may access maximum federal matching funds by seeking  

     

approval for the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services for modifications to the State's home and 

community based services waiver and additional waiver opportunities, including applying for 

enrollment in the Balance Incentive Payment Program by May 1, 2013, in order to maximize federal 
matching funds; this shall include, but not be limited to, modification that reflects all changes in the 

Community Care Program services and all increases in the services cost maximum; 
 

        (8) ensuring that the determination of need tool accurately reflects the service needs  
     of individuals with Alzheimer's disease and related dementia disorders;  

 

        (9) ensuring that services are authorized accurately and consistently for the Community  

     
Care Program (CCP); the Department shall implement a Service Authorization policy directive; the 
purpose shall be to ensure that eligibility and services are authorized accurately and consistently in the 
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CCP program; the policy directive shall clarify service authorization guidelines to Care Coordination 
Units and Community Care Program providers no later than May 1, 2013; 

 

        (10) working in conjunction with Care Coordination Units, the Department of Healthcare  

     

and Family Services, the Department of Human Services, Community Care Program providers, and 
other stakeholders to make improvements to the Medicaid claiming processes and the Medicaid 

enrollment procedures or requirements as needed, including, but not limited to, specific policy changes 

or rules to improve the up-front enrollment of participants in the Medicaid program and specific policy 
changes or rules to insure more prompt submission of bills to the federal government to secure 

maximum federal matching dollars as promptly as possible; the Department on Aging shall have at least 

3 meetings with stakeholders by January 1, 2014 in order to address these improvements; 
 

        (11) requiring home care service providers to comply with the rounding of hours worked  

     
provisions under the federal Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) and as set forth in 29 CFR 785.48(b) by 
May 1, 2013; 

 

        (12) implementing any necessary policy changes or promulgating any rules, no later than  

     
January 1, 2014, to assist the Department of Healthcare and Family Services in moving as many 
participants as possible, consistent with federal regulations, into coordinated care plans if a care 

coordination plan that covers long term care is available in the recipient's area; and  
 

        (13) maintaining fiscal year 2014 rates at the same level established on January 1,  

     2013.  
 

    By January 1, 2009 or as soon after the end of the Cash and Counseling Demonstration Project as is 

practicable, the Department may, based on its evaluation of the demonstration project, promulgate rules 
concerning personal assistant services, to include, but need not be limited to, qualifications, employment 

screening, rights under fair labor standards, training, fiduciary agent, and supervision requirements. All 

applicants shall be subject to the provisions of the Health Care Worker Background Check Act.  
    The Department shall develop procedures to enhance availability of services on evenings, weekends, 

and on an emergency basis to meet the respite needs of caregivers. Procedures shall be developed to permit 

the utilization of services in successive blocks of 24 hours up to the monthly maximum established by the 
Department. Workers providing these services shall be appropriately trained.  

    Beginning on the effective date of this Amendatory Act of 1991, no person may perform 

chore/housekeeping and home care aide services under a program authorized by this Section unless that 
person has been issued a certificate of pre-service to do so by his or her employing agency. Information 

gathered to effect such certification shall include (i) the person's name, (ii) the date the person was hired 

by his or her current employer, and (iii) the training, including dates and levels. Persons engaged in the 
program authorized by this Section before the effective date of this amendatory Act of 1991 shall be issued 

a certificate of all pre- and in-service training from his or her employer upon submitting the necessary 

information. The employing agency shall be required to retain records of all staff pre- and in-service 
training, and shall provide such records to the Department upon request and upon termination of the 

employer's contract with the Department. In addition, the employing agency is responsible for the issuance 

of certifications of in-service training completed to their employees.  
    The Department is required to develop a system to ensure that persons working as home care aides and 

personal assistants receive increases in their wages when the federal minimum wage is increased by 

requiring vendors to certify that they are meeting the federal minimum wage statute for home care aides 
and personal assistants. An employer that cannot ensure that the minimum wage increase is being given 

to home care aides and personal assistants shall be denied any increase in reimbursement costs.  

    The Community Care Program Advisory Committee is created in the Department on Aging. The Director 
shall appoint individuals to serve in the Committee, who shall serve at their own expense. Members of the 

Committee must abide by all applicable ethics laws. The Committee shall advise the Department on issues 

related to the Department's program of services to prevent unnecessary institutionalization. The Committee 
shall meet on a bi-monthly basis and shall serve to identify and advise the Department on present and 

potential issues affecting the service delivery network, the program's clients, and the Department and to 

recommend solution strategies. Persons appointed to the Committee shall be appointed on, but not limited 
to, their own and their agency's experience with the program, geographic representation, and willingness 

to serve. The Director shall appoint members to the Committee to represent provider, advocacy, policy 

research, and other constituencies committed to the delivery of high quality home and community-based 
services to older adults. Representatives shall be appointed to ensure representation from community care 

providers including, but not limited to, adult day service providers, homemaker providers, case 

coordination and case management units, emergency home response providers, statewide trade or labor 
unions that represent home care aides and direct care staff, area agencies on aging, adults over age 60, 

membership organizations representing older adults, and other organizational entities, providers of care, 
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or individuals with demonstrated interest and expertise in the field of home and community care as 
determined by the Director. 

    Nominations may be presented from any agency or State association with interest in the program. The 

Director, or his or her designee, shall serve as the permanent co-chair of the advisory committee. One 
other co-chair shall be nominated and approved by the members of the committee on an annual basis. 

Committee members' terms of appointment shall be for 4 years with one-quarter of the appointees' terms 

expiring each year. A member shall continue to serve until his or her replacement is named. The 
Department shall fill vacancies that have a remaining term of over one year, and this replacement shall 

occur through the annual replacement of expiring terms. The Director shall designate Department staff to 

provide technical assistance and staff support to the committee. Department representation shall not 
constitute membership of the committee. All Committee papers, issues, recommendations, reports, and 

meeting memoranda are advisory only. The Director, or his or her designee, shall make a written report, 
as requested by the Committee, regarding issues before the Committee.  

    The Department on Aging and the Department of Human Services shall cooperate in the development 

and submission of an annual report on programs and services provided under this Section. Such joint report 
shall be filed with the Governor and the General Assembly on or before September 30 each year.  

    The requirement for reporting to the General Assembly shall be satisfied by filing copies of the report 

with the Speaker, the Minority Leader and the Clerk of the House of Representatives and the President, 

the Minority Leader and the Secretary of the Senate and the Legislative Research Unit, as required by 

Section 3.1 of the General Assembly Organization Act and filing such additional copies with the State 

Government Report Distribution Center for the General Assembly as is required under paragraph (t) of 
Section 7 of the State Library Act.  

    Those persons previously found eligible for receiving non-institutional services whose services were 

discontinued under the Emergency Budget Act of Fiscal Year 1992, and who do not meet the eligibility 
standards in effect on or after July 1, 1992, shall remain ineligible on and after July 1, 1992. Those persons 

previously not required to cost-share and who were required to cost-share effective March 1, 1992, shall 

continue to meet cost-share requirements on and after July 1, 1992. Beginning July 1, 1992, all clients will 
be required to meet eligibility, cost-share, and other requirements and will have services discontinued or 

altered when they fail to meet these requirements. 

    For the purposes of this Section, "flexible senior services" refers to services that require one-time or 
periodic expenditures including, but not limited to, respite care, home modification, assistive technology, 

housing assistance, and transportation.  

    The Department shall implement an electronic service verification based on global positioning systems 
or other cost-effective technology for the Community Care Program no later than January 1, 2014.  

    The Department shall require, as a condition of eligibility, enrollment in the medical assistance program 

under Article V of the Illinois Public Aid Code (i) beginning August 1, 2013, if the Auditor General has 
reported that the Department has failed to comply with the reporting requirements of Section 2-27 of the 

Illinois State Auditing Act; or (ii) beginning June 1, 2014, if the Auditor General has reported that the 

Department has not undertaken the required actions listed in the report required by subsection (a) of 
Section 2-27 of the Illinois State Auditing Act.  

    The Department shall delay Community Care Program services until an applicant is determined eligible 

for medical assistance under Article V of the Illinois Public Aid Code (i) beginning August 1, 2013, if the 
Auditor General has reported that the Department has failed to comply with the reporting requirements of 

Section 2-27 of the Illinois State Auditing Act; or (ii) beginning June 1, 2014, if the Auditor General has 

reported that the Department has not undertaken the required actions listed in the report required by 
subsection (a) of Section 2-27 of the Illinois State Auditing Act.  

    The Department shall implement co-payments for the Community Care Program at the federally 

allowable maximum level (i) beginning August 1, 2013, if the Auditor General has reported that the 
Department has failed to comply with the reporting requirements of Section 2-27 of the Illinois State 

Auditing Act; or (ii) beginning June 1, 2014, if the Auditor General has reported that the Department has 

not undertaken the required actions listed in the report required by subsection (a) of Section 2-27 of the 
Illinois State Auditing Act.  

    The Department shall provide a bi-monthly report on the progress of the Community Care Program 

reforms set forth in this amendatory Act of the 98th General Assembly to the Governor, the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, the Minority Leader of the House of Representatives, the President of the 

Senate, and the Minority Leader of the Senate.  

    The Department shall conduct a quarterly review of Care Coordination Unit performance and adherence 
to service guidelines. The quarterly review shall be reported to the Speaker of the House of 

Representatives, the Minority Leader of the House of Representatives, the President of the Senate, and the 
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Minority Leader of the Senate. The Department shall collect and report longitudinal data on the 
performance of each care coordination unit. Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to require the 

Department to identify specific care coordination units.  

    In regard to community care providers, failure to comply with Department on Aging policies shall be 
cause for disciplinary action, including, but not limited to, disqualification from serving Community Care 

Program clients. Each provider, upon submission of any bill or invoice to the Department for payment for 

services rendered, shall include a notarized statement, under penalty of perjury pursuant to Section 1-109 
of the Code of Civil Procedure, that the provider has complied with all Department policies.  

    The Director of the Department on Aging shall make information available to the State Board of 

Elections as may be required by an agreement the State Board of Elections has entered into with a multi-
state voter registration list maintenance system.  

(Source: P.A. 97-333, eff. 8-12-11; 98-8, eff. 5-3-13.) 
  

    Section 25. The Revised Cities and Villages Act of 1941 is amended by changing Section 21-28 as 

follows: 
    (65 ILCS 20/21-28) (from Ch. 24, par. 21-28)  

    Sec. 21-28. Nomination by petition.  

    (a) All nominations for alderman of any ward in the city shall be by petition. Each petition for nomination 

of a candidate shall be signed by at least 473 legal voters of the ward. All petitions for nominations of 

candidates shall be signed by such a number of legal voters of the ward as will aggregate not less than 4% 

of all the votes cast for alderman in such ward at the last preceding general election. For the election 
following the redistricting of wards petitions for nominations of candidates shall be signed by the number 

of legal voters of the ward as will aggregate not less than 4% of the total number of votes cast for mayor 

at the last preceding municipal election divided by the number of wards.  
    (b) All nominations for mayor, city clerk, and city treasurer in the city shall be by petition. Each petition 

for nomination of a candidate must be signed by at least 12,500 legal voters of the city.  

    (c) All such petitions, and procedure with respect thereto, shall conform in other respects to the 
provisions of the election and ballot laws then in force in the city of Chicago concerning the nomination 

of independent candidates for public office by petition. The method of nomination herein provided is 

exclusive of and replaces all other methods heretofore provided by law.  
(Source: P.A. 98-115, eff. 7-29-13.)  

  

    Section 30. The Illinois Public Aid Code is amended by adding Section 1-12 as follows: 
    (305 ILCS 5/1-12 new)  

    Sec. 1-12. Providing information to the State Board of Elections. The Secretary of the Department of 

Human Service and the Director of the Department of Healthcare and Family Services shall make 
information available, except where prohibited by federal law or regulation, to the State Board of Elections 

as may be required by an agreement the State Board of Elections has entered into with a multi-state voter 

registration list maintenance system. 
  

    Section 35. The Senior Citizens and Disabled Persons Property Tax Relief Act is amended by changing 

Section 8a as follows: 
    (320 ILCS 25/8a) (from Ch. 67 1/2, par. 408.1)  

    Sec. 8a. Confidentiality.  

    (a) Except as otherwise provided in this Act, all information received by the Department of Revenue or 
its successors, the Department on Aging and the Department of Healthcare and Family Services, from 

claims filed under this Act, or from any investigation conducted under the provisions of this Act, shall be 

confidential, except for official purposes within those Departments or pursuant to official procedures for 
collection of any State tax or enforcement of any civil or criminal penalty or sanction imposed by this Act 

or by any statute imposing a State tax, and any person who divulges any such information in any manner, 

except for such purposes and pursuant to order of the Director of one of those Departments or in 
accordance with a proper judicial order, shall be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor.  

    (b) Nothing contained in this Act shall prevent the Director of Aging from publishing or making 

available reasonable statistics concerning the operation of the grant programs contained in this Act wherein 
the contents of claims are grouped into aggregates in such a way that information contained in any 

individual claim shall not be disclosed.  

    (c) The Department on Aging shall furnish to the Secretary of State such information as is reasonably 
necessary for the administration of reduced vehicle registration fees pursuant to Section 3-806.3 of "The 

Illinois Vehicle Code".  
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    (d) The Director of the Department on Aging shall make information available to the State Board of 
Elections as may be required by an agreement the State Board of Elections has entered into with a multi-

state voter registration list maintenance system.  

(Source: P.A. 96-804, eff. 1-1-10.)  
  

    Section 40. The Unemployment Insurance Act is amended by changing Section 1900 as follows: 

    (820 ILCS 405/1900) (from Ch. 48, par. 640)  
    Sec. 1900. Disclosure of information.  

    A. Except as provided in this Section, information obtained from any individual or employing unit 

during the administration of this Act shall:  
        1. be confidential,  

        2. not be published or open to public inspection,  
        3. not be used in any court in any pending action or proceeding,  

        4. not be admissible in evidence in any action or proceeding other than one arising out  

     of this Act. 
 

    B. No finding, determination, decision, ruling or order (including any finding of fact, statement or 

conclusion made therein) issued pursuant to this Act shall be admissible or used in evidence in any action 

other than one arising out of this Act, nor shall it be binding or conclusive except as provided in this Act, 

nor shall it constitute res judicata, regardless of whether the actions were between the same or related 

parties or involved the same facts.  

    C. Any officer or employee of this State, any officer or employee of any entity authorized to obtain 
information pursuant to this Section, and any agent of this State or of such entity who, except with authority 

of the Director under this Section, shall disclose information shall be guilty of a Class B misdemeanor and 

shall be disqualified from holding any appointment or employment by the State.  
    D. An individual or his duly authorized agent may be supplied with information from records only to 

the extent necessary for the proper presentation of his claim for benefits or with his existing or prospective 

rights to benefits. Discretion to disclose this information belongs solely to the Director and is not subject 
to a release or waiver by the individual. Notwithstanding any other provision to the contrary, an individual 

or his or her duly authorized agent may be supplied with a statement of the amount of benefits paid to the 

individual during the 18 months preceding the date of his or her request.  
    E. An employing unit may be furnished with information, only if deemed by the Director as necessary 

to enable it to fully discharge its obligations or safeguard its rights under the Act. Discretion to disclose 

this information belongs solely to the Director and is not subject to a release or waiver by the employing 
unit.  

    F. The Director may furnish any information that he may deem proper to any public officer or public 

agency of this or any other State or of the federal government dealing with:  
        1. the administration of relief,  

        2. public assistance,  

        3. unemployment compensation,  
        4. a system of public employment offices,  

        5. wages and hours of employment, or  

        6. a public works program.  
    The Director may make available to the Illinois Workers' Compensation Commission information 

regarding employers for the purpose of verifying the insurance coverage required under the Workers' 

Compensation Act and Workers' Occupational Diseases Act.  
    G. The Director may disclose information submitted by the State or any of its political subdivisions, 

municipal corporations, instrumentalities, or school or community college districts, except for information 

which specifically identifies an individual claimant.  
    H. The Director shall disclose only that information required to be disclosed under Section 303 of the 

Social Security Act, as amended, including:  

        1. any information required to be given the United States Department of Labor under  
     Section 303(a)(6); and 

 

        2. the making available upon request to any agency of the United States charged with the  

     
administration of public works or assistance through public employment, the name, address, ordinary 
occupation and employment status of each recipient of unemployment compensation, and a statement 

of such recipient's right to further compensation under such law as required by Section 303(a)(7); and 
 

        3. records to make available to the Railroad Retirement Board as required by Section  
     303(c)(1); and 

 

        4. information that will assure reasonable cooperation with every agency of the United  
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States charged with the administration of any unemployment compensation law as required by Section 
303(c)(2); and 

 

        5. information upon request and on a reimbursable basis to the United States Department  

     
of Agriculture and to any State food stamp agency concerning any information required to be furnished 
by Section 303(d); and 

 

        6. any wage information upon request and on a reimbursable basis to any State or local  

     child support enforcement agency required by Section 303(e); and 
 

        7. any information required under the income eligibility and verification system as  

     required by Section 303(f); and 
 

        8. information that might be useful in locating an absent parent or that parent's  

     

employer, establishing paternity or establishing, modifying, or enforcing child support orders for the 

purpose of a child support enforcement program under Title IV of the Social Security Act upon the 
request of and on a reimbursable basis to the public agency administering the Federal Parent Locator 

Service as required by Section 303(h); and 
 

        9. information, upon request, to representatives of any federal, State or local  

     

governmental public housing agency with respect to individuals who have signed the appropriate 

consent form approved by the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development and who are applying for 

or participating in any housing assistance program administered by the United States Department of 

Housing and Urban Development as required by Section 303(i). 
 

    I. The Director, upon the request of a public agency of Illinois, of the federal government or of any other 

state charged with the investigation or enforcement of Section 10-5 of the Criminal Code of 2012 (or a 
similar federal law or similar law of another State), may furnish the public agency information regarding 

the individual specified in the request as to:  

        1. the current or most recent home address of the individual, and  
        2. the names and addresses of the individual's employers.  

    J. Nothing in this Section shall be deemed to interfere with the disclosure of certain records as provided 

for in Section 1706 or with the right to make available to the Internal Revenue Service of the United States 
Department of the Treasury, or the Department of Revenue of the State of Illinois, information obtained 

under this Act.  

    K. The Department shall make available to the Illinois Student Assistance Commission, upon request, 
information in the possession of the Department that may be necessary or useful to the Commission in the 

collection of defaulted or delinquent student loans which the Commission administers.  

    L. The Department shall make available to the State Employees' Retirement System, the State 
Universities Retirement System, the Teachers' Retirement System of the State of Illinois, and the 

Department of Central Management Services, Risk Management Division, upon request, information in 

the possession of the Department that may be necessary or useful to the System or the Risk Management 
Division for the purpose of determining whether any recipient of a disability benefit from the System or a 

workers' compensation benefit from the Risk Management Division is gainfully employed.  

    M. This Section shall be applicable to the information obtained in the administration of the State 
employment service, except that the Director may publish or release general labor market information and 

may furnish information that he may deem proper to an individual, public officer or public agency of this 

or any other State or the federal government (in addition to those public officers or public agencies 
specified in this Section) as he prescribes by Rule.  

    N. The Director may require such safeguards as he deems proper to insure that information disclosed 

pursuant to this Section is used only for the purposes set forth in this Section.  
    O. Nothing in this Section prohibits communication with an individual or entity through unencrypted e-

mail or other unencrypted electronic means as long as the communication does not contain the individual's 

or entity's name in combination with any one or more of the individual's or entity's social security number; 
driver's license or State identification number; account number or credit or debit card number; or any 

required security code, access code, or password that would permit access to further information pertaining 

to the individual or entity.  
    P. Within 30 days after the effective date of this amendatory Act of 1993 and annually thereafter, the 

Department shall provide to the Department of Financial Institutions a list of individuals or entities that, 

for the most recently completed calendar year, report to the Department as paying wages to workers. The 
lists shall be deemed confidential and may not be disclosed to any other person.  

    Q. The Director shall make available to an elected federal official the name and address of an individual 

or entity that is located within the jurisdiction from which the official was elected and that, for the most 
recently completed calendar year, has reported to the Department as paying wages to workers, where the 

information will be used in connection with the official duties of the official and the official requests the 
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 Under the rules, the foregoing Senate Bill No. 172, with House Amendments numbered 1 and 2, 

was referred to the Secretary’s Desk. 

 
A message from the House by 

Mr. Mapes, Clerk: 

Mr. President  --  I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has 
concurred with the Senate in the passage of a bill of the following title, to-wit:  

SENATE BILL NO. 2774 

A bill for AN ACT concerning regulation. 
Together with the following amendment which is attached, in the adoption of which I am 

instructed to ask the concurrence of the Senate, to-wit:  

House Amendment No. 1 to SENATE BILL NO. 2774 
Passed the House, as amended, December 3, 2014. 

   

TIMOTHY D. MAPES, Clerk of the House 

information in writing, specifying the purposes for which it will be used. For purposes of this subsection, 
the use of information in connection with the official duties of an official does not include use of the 

information in connection with the solicitation of contributions or expenditures, in money or in kind, to or 

on behalf of a candidate for public or political office or a political party or with respect to a public question, 
as defined in Section 1-3 of the Election Code, or in connection with any commercial solicitation. Any 

elected federal official who, in submitting a request for information covered by this subsection, knowingly 

makes a false statement or fails to disclose a material fact, with the intent to obtain the information for a 
purpose not authorized by this subsection, shall be guilty of a Class B misdemeanor.  

    R. The Director may provide to any State or local child support agency, upon request and on a 

reimbursable basis, information that might be useful in locating an absent parent or that parent's employer, 
establishing paternity, or establishing, modifying, or enforcing child support orders.  

    S. The Department shall make available to a State's Attorney of this State or a State's Attorney's 
investigator, upon request, the current address or, if the current address is unavailable, current employer 

information, if available, of a victim of a felony or a witness to a felony or a person against whom an arrest 

warrant is outstanding.  
    T. The Director shall make available to the Department of State Police, a county sheriff's office, or a 

municipal police department, upon request, any information concerning the current address and place of 

employment or former places of employment of a person who is required to register as a sex offender 

under the Sex Offender Registration Act that may be useful in enforcing the registration provisions of that 

Act.  

    U. The Director shall make information available to the Department of Healthcare and Family Services 
and the Department of Human Services for the purpose of determining eligibility for public benefit 

programs authorized under the Illinois Public Aid Code and related statutes administered by those 

departments, for verifying sources and amounts of income, and for other purposes directly connected with 
the administration of those programs.  

    V. The Director shall make information available to the State Board of Elections as may be required by 

an agreement the State Board of Elections has entered into with a multi-state voter registration list 
maintenance system.  

(Source: P.A. 96-420, eff. 8-13-09; 97-621, eff. 11-18-11; 97-689, eff. 6-14-12; 97-1150, eff. 1-25-13.)  

  
    Section 97. Severability. The provisions of this Act are severable under Section 1.31 of the Statute on 

Statutes.".  

AMENDMENT NO. 1 TO SENATE BILL 2774 

      AMENDMENT NO.   1   . Amend Senate Bill 2774 by replacing everything after the enacting clause 

with the following:  
  

    "Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the Transportation Network Providers Act. 

  
    Section 5. Definitions.  

    "Transportation network company" or "TNC" means an entity operating in this State that uses a digital 

network or software application service to connect passengers to transportation network company services 
provided by transportation network company drivers. A TNC is not deemed to own, control, operate, or 

manage the vehicles used by TNC drivers, and is not a taxicab association or a for-hire vehicle owner. 
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    "Transportation network company driver" or "TNC driver" means an individual who operates a motor 
vehicle that is: 

        (1) owned, leased, or otherwise authorized for use by the individual; 

        (2) not a taxicab or for-hire public passenger vehicle; and 
        (3) used to provide transportation network company services. 

    "Transportation network company services" or "TNC services" means transportation of a passenger 

between points chosen by the passenger and prearranged with a TNC driver through the use of a TNC 
digital network or software application. TNC services shall begin when a TNC driver accepts a request for 

transportation received through the TNC's digital network or software application service, continue while 

the TNC driver transports the passenger in the TNC driver's vehicle, and end when the passenger exits the 
TNC driver's vehicle. TNC service is not a taxicab, for-hire vehicle, or street hail service. 

  
    Section 10. Insurance.  

    (a) Transportation network companies and participating TNC drivers shall comply with the automobile 

liability insurance requirements of this Section as required. 
    (b) The following automobile liability insurance requirements shall apply from the moment a 

participating TNC driver logs on to the transportation network company's digital network or software 

application until the TNC driver accepts a request to transport a passenger, and from the moment the TNC 

driver completes the transaction on the digital network or software application or the ride is complete, 

whichever is later, until the TNC driver either accepts another ride request on the digital network or 

software application or logs off the digital network or software application: 
        (1) Automobile liability insurance shall be in the amount of at least $50,000 for  

     
death and personal injury per person, $100,000 for death and personal injury per incident, and $25,000 

for property damage. 
 

        (2) Contingent automobile liability insurance in the amounts required in paragraph  

     

(1) of this subsection (b) shall be maintained by a transportation network company and provide coverage 

in the event a participating TNC driver's own automobile liability policy excludes coverage according 
to its policy terms or does not provide at least the limits of coverage required in paragraph (1) of this 

subsection (b). 
 

    (c) The following automobile liability insurance requirements shall apply from the moment a TNC 
driver accepts a ride request on the transportation network company's digital network or software 

application until the TNC driver completes the transaction on the digital network or software application 

or until the ride is complete, whichever is later:  
        (1) Automobile liability insurance shall be primary and in the amount of $1,000,000  

     
for death, personal injury, and property damage. The requirements for the coverage required by this 

paragraph (1) may be satisfied by any of the following:  
 

            (A) automobile liability insurance maintained by a participating TNC driver;  

            (B) automobile liability company insurance maintained by a transportation network  

         company; or  
 

            (C) any combination of subparagraphs (A) and (B).  

        (2) Insurance coverage provided under this subsection (c) shall also provide for  

     
uninsured motorist coverage and underinsured motorist coverage in the amount of $50,000 from the 
moment a passenger enters the vehicle of a participating TNC driver until the passenger exits the 

vehicle.  
 

        (3) The insurer, in the case of insurance coverage provided under this subsection (c),  
     shall have the duty to defend and indemnify the insured.  

 

        (4) Coverage under an automobile liability insurance policy required under this  

     
subsection (c) shall not be dependent on a personal automobile insurance policy first denying a claim 
nor shall a personal automobile insurance policy be required to first deny a claim. 

 

    (d) In every instance when automobile liability insurance maintained by a participating TNC driver to 

fulfill the insurance obligations of this Section has lapsed or ceased to exist, the transportation network 
company shall provide the coverage required by this Section beginning with the first dollar of a claim. 

    (e) This Section shall not limit the liability of a transportation network company arising out of an 

automobile accident involving a participating TNC driver in any action for damages against a 
transportation network company for an amount above the required insurance coverage. 

    (f) The transportation network company shall disclose in writing to TNC drivers, as part of its agreement 

with those TNC drivers, the following:  
        (1) the insurance coverage and limits of liability that the transportation network  
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company provides while the TNC driver uses a vehicle in connection with a transportation network 
company's digital network or software application; and  

 

        (2) that the TNC driver's own insurance policy may not provide coverage while the TNC  

     
driver uses a vehicle in connection with a transportation network company digital network depending 
on its terms. 

 

    (g) An insurance policy required by this Section may be placed with an admitted Illinois insurer, or with 

an authorized surplus line insurer under Section 445 of the Illinois Insurance Code; and is not subject to 
any restriction or limitation on the issuance of a policy contained in Section 445a of the Illinois Insurance 

Code. 

    (h) Any insurance policy required by this Section shall satisfy the financial responsibility requirement 
for a motor vehicle under Sections 7-203 and 7-601 of the Illinois Vehicle Code. 

  
    Section 15. Driver requirements.  

    (a) Prior to permitting an individual to act as a TNC driver on its digital platform, the TNC shall: 

        (1) require the individual to submit an application to the TNC, which includes  

     
information regarding his or her address, age, driver's license, driving history, motor vehicle 

registration, automobile liability insurance, and other information required by the TNC; 
 

        (2) conduct or have a third party conduct, a local and national criminal history  

     background check for each individual applicant that shall include: 
 

            (A) Multi-State or Multi-Jurisdictional Criminal Records Locator or other similar  

         commercial nationwide database with validation (primary source search); and  
 

            (B) National Sex Offenders Registry database; and 

        (3) obtain and review a driving history research report for the individual. 

    (b) The TNC shall not permit an individual to act as a TNC driver on its digital platform who: 
        (1) has had more than 3 moving violations in the prior three-year period, or one major  

     
violation in the prior three-year period including, but not limited to, attempting to evade the police, 

reckless driving, or driving on a suspended or revoked license; 
 

        (2) has been convicted, within the past 7 years, of driving under the influence of drugs  

     
or alcohol, fraud, sexual offenses, use of a motor vehicle to commit a felony, a crime involving property 

damage, or theft, acts of violence, or acts of terror; 
 

        (3) is a match in the National Sex Offenders Registry database; 

        (4) does not possess a valid driver's license; 

        (5) does not possess proof of registration for the motor vehicle used to provide TNC  
     services; 

 

        (6) does not possess proof of automobile liability insurance for the motor vehicle used  

     to provide TNC services; or 
 

        (7) is under 19 years of age. 

  

    Section 20. Non-discrimination.  
    (a) The TNC shall adopt and notify TNC drivers of a policy of non-discrimination on the basis of 

destination, race, color, national origin, religious belief or affiliation, sex, disability, age, sexual 

orientation, or gender identity with respect to passengers and potential passengers. 
    (b) TNC drivers shall comply with all applicable laws regarding non-discrimination against passengers 

or potential passengers on the basis of destination, race, color, national origin, religious belief or affiliation, 

sex, disability, age, sexual orientation, or gender identity. 
    (c) TNC drivers shall comply with all applicable laws relating to accommodation of service animals. 

    (d) A TNC shall not impose additional charges for providing services to persons with physical disabilities 

because of those disabilities. 
    (e) A TNC shall provide passengers an opportunity to indicate whether they require a wheelchair 

accessible vehicle. If a TNC cannot arrange wheelchair-accessible TNC service in any instance, it shall 

direct the passenger to an alternate provider of wheelchair-accessible service, if available. 
    (f) If a unit of local government has requirements for licensed chauffeurs not to discriminate in providing 

service in under-served areas, TNC drivers participating in TNC services within that unit of local 

government shall be subject to the same non-discrimination requirements for providing service in under-
served areas.  

  

    Section 25. Safety.  
    (a) The TNC shall implement a zero tolerance policy on the use of drugs or alcohol while a TNC driver 

is providing TNC services or is logged into the TNC's digital network but is not providing TNC services. 
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 Under the rules, the foregoing Senate Bill No. 2774, with House Amendment No. 1, was referred 

to the Secretary’s Desk. 
 

A message from the House by 

Mr. Mapes, Clerk: 
     Mr. President  --  I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has adopted the 

following joint resolution, in the adoption of which I am instructed to ask the concurrence of the Senate, 

to-wit: 
  

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 115 

    (b) The TNC and shall provide notice of the zero tolerance policy on its website, as well as procedures 
to report a complaint about a driver with whom a passenger was matched and whom the passenger 

reasonably suspects was under the influence of drugs or alcohol during the course of the trip. 

    (c) Upon receipt of a passenger's complaint alleging a violation of the zero tolerance policy, the TNC 
shall immediately suspend the TNC driver's access to the TNC's digital platform, and shall conduct an 

investigation into the reported incident. The suspension shall last the duration of the investigation. 

    (d) The TNC shall require that any motor vehicle that a TNC driver will use to provide TNC Services 
meets vehicle safety and emissions requirements for a private motor vehicle in this State. 

    (e) TNCs or TNC drivers are not common carriers, contract carriers or motor carriers, as defined by 

applicable state law, nor do they provide taxicab or for-hire vehicle service. 
  

    Section 30. Operational.  
    (a) A TNC may charge a fare for the services provided to passengers; provided that, if a fare is charged, 

the TNC shall disclose to passengers the fare calculation method on its website or within the software 

application service. 
    (b) The TNC shall provide passengers with the applicable rates being charged and the option to receive 

an estimated fare before the passenger enters the TNC driver's vehicle. 

    (c) The TNC's software application or website shall display a picture of the TNC driver, and the license 

plate number of the motor vehicle utilized for providing the TNC service before the passenger enters the 

TNC driver's vehicle. 

    (d) Within a reasonable period of time following the completion of a trip, a TNC shall transmit an 
electronic receipt to the passenger that lists: 

        (1) the origin and destination of the trip; 

        (2) the total time and distance of the trip; and 
        (3) an itemization of the total fare paid, if any. 

    (e) Dispatches for TNC services shall be made only to eligible TNC drivers under Section 15 of this 

Act who are properly licensed under State law and local ordinances addressing these drivers if applicable. 
    (f) A taxicab may accept a request for transportation received through a TNC's digital network or 

software application service, and may charge a fare for those services that is similar to those charged by a 

TNC. 
  

    Section 35. The Ridesharing Arrangements Act is amended by changing Section 2 as follows: 

    (625 ILCS 30/2) (from Ch. 95 1/2, par. 902)  
    Sec. 2. (a) "Ridesharing arrangement" means the transportation by motor vehicle of not more than 16 

persons (including the driver):  

    (1) for purposes incidental to another purpose of the driver, for which no fee is charged or paid except 
to reimburse the driver or owner of the vehicle for his operating expenses on a nonprofit basis; or  

    (2) when such persons are travelling between their homes and their places of employment, or places 

reasonably convenient thereto, for which (i) no fee is charged or paid except to reimburse the driver or 
owner of the vehicle for his operating expenses on a nonprofit basis, or (ii) a fee is charged in accordance 

with the provisions of Section 6 of this Act.  

    (b) "For-profit ridesharing arrangement" means a ridesharing arrangement for which a fee is charged in 
accordance with Section 6 of this Act, and does not include transportation network company services under 

the Transportation Network Providers Act.  

(Source: P.A. 83-1091.)".  
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    WHEREAS, Long before Lewis and Clark, our region was home to the ancient societies of Mississippian 
Culture and the beginnings of urbanism in the eastern woodlands; it was from these societies that today's 

great Indian Nations sprang, with cultural connections from the Great Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico and 

along the mighty Mississippi; the beginnings of this urban civilization was spread over 6 counties of 
eastern Missouri and southwestern Illinois; and  

  

    WHEREAS, At the sea of verdure, the fertile American Bottom stretches bluff to bluff at the confluence 
of America's greatest rivers, the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers, cradling the birth of millennia of 

agriculture and the rise of the Mississippian Culture; Cahokia Mounds and its mound complexes thrived 

on the cultivation and trading of corn, with their surplus allowing them to rise and become the "Center of 
the Universe" of the Mississippian Culture, trading to the north, south, east, and west; and  

  
    WHEREAS, Dating from the Mississippian period (800-1350 AD), Cahokia Mounds, covering 3,950 

acres, is the earliest and largest pre-Columbian archaeological site north of Mexico and the pre-eminent 

example of a cultural, religious, and economic center of the pre-historic Mississippian cultural tradition, 
which extended throughout the Mississippi Valley and the southeastern United States; and  

  

    WHEREAS, With a population of 10,000-30,000 at its peak between 1050 and 1150AD, Cahokia 

Mounds is an early and exceptional example of pre-urban/urban structuring, graphically demonstrating the 

existence of a society in which a powerful political and economic hierarchy was responsible for the 

organization of labor, agriculture, and trade; this is reflected in the size and layout of the settlement and 
the nature and structure of the public and private buildings; and  

  

    WHEREAS, Cahokia Mounds' unique role in the nation's history was recognized by the National Park 
Service through its designation as a National Historic Landmark in 1964 and its placement on the National 

Register of Historic Places in 1966; and 

  
    WHEREAS, Cahokia Mounds' global significance was recognized by the United Nations Education 

Scientific and Cultural Organization through its designation as a World Heritage Site in 1982; and  

  
    WHEREAS, Since 1925, State, local, and private funds have been invested in the Cahokia Mounds 

Historic Site for acquisition and protection; a formal national park service designation would capitalize on 

this investment; and  
  

    WHEREAS, Cahokia Mounds and its ancient non-contiguous satellite settlements are today in need of 

additional protection to secure the most significant remnants of the largest Native American civilization 
on the North American continent north of Mexico from active and passive threats; and  

  

    WHEREAS, Over the last 24 months, with guidance from the Indian Nations, federal agencies, Illinois 
and Missouri state agencies, and local units of government, HeartLands Conservancy developed a 

thorough, compelling, and rigorous study that met National Park Service standards and criteria 

demonstrating the feasibility of elevating the status and national designation of Cahokia Mounds; the 
surrounding mound complexes in the region and their significance, suitability, and feasibility as a potential 

formal unit of the National Park Service would ensure that these precious ancient archaeological resources 

are protected and accessible for all people to experience; and 
  

    WHEREAS, Conducting 13 public meetings, media interviews, stakeholder meetings, outreach to 13 

tribes/nations, and over 890 surveys, HeartLands Conservancy received support for the study's 
recommendations and showed that local communities would benefit from revitalized and protected sites 

with enhanced interpretive and educational programs to teach about the Mississippian Culture, its ancestral 

significance, and the numerous associated historic traces and cultural themes; and  
  

    WHEREAS, The study captured the significance of the region and its ancient history by demonstrating 

that, through cooperative protection and partnerships, it can remain connected and intact in order to 
properly interpret remaining sites as well as offering opportunities to protect, enhance, and interpret the 

natural environment along the Mounds Heritage Trail corridor; and  

  
    WHEREAS, National parks generate $31 billion for local economies each year and are shown to 

invigorate neighborhood historic renovation and spur business growth; they also provide opportunities for 
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Adopted by the House, December 2, 2014. 

   
TIMOTHY D. MAPES, Clerk of the House 

 

 The foregoing message from the House of Representatives reporting House Joint Resolution No. 
115 was referred to the Committee on Assignments. 

 

A message from the House by 
Mr. Mapes, Clerk: 

Mr. President  --  I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has 

concurred with the Senate in the adoption of their amendment to a bill of the following title, to-wit:  
HOUSE BILL 1022 

A bill for AN ACT concerning State government.  

tourism and economic development, natural resource conservation, and improvements of the quality of 
life for residents of nearby communities; and  

  

    WHEREAS, There are no other mounds within the National Park Service that represent the 
Mississippian Culture as holistically and uniquely as the Cahokia Mounds; combined with the surrounding 

satellite mound centers, Cahokia emerges as the most significant and unsurpassed example of its time 

period; and 
  

    WHEREAS, The great region of southwestern Illinois and eastern Missouri will, with the assistance of 

the Indian Nations, become a center of cultural outreach and enrichment by embracing our nation's earliest 
heritage and re-engaging our ancient past as a foundation for the 21st century; and  

  
    WHEREAS, Legislation will be introduced in Congress to create the Mississippian Culture National 

Historical Park in Southwestern Illinois, which, with thematically-connected non-contiguous mound 

complexes in the St. Louis Metropolitan Region, will recognize the significance of the Mississippian 
Culture and its unique national significance in agriculture, ancestral ties, and its status as one of America's 

first cities; and  

  

    WHEREAS, There is a strong consensus that now is the time for immediate action to further develop 

the Cahokia Mounds and thematically-connected mound complexes to realize their full potential; with 

new transportation access across the Mississippi River completed and the rebound of the economy, there 
is even greater pressure to develop this; therefore, be it  

  

    RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NINETY-EIGHTH GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, THE SENATE CONCURRING HEREIN, that we show 

our support for the recommendations in "The Mounds - America's First Cities - A Feasibility Study" by 

HeartLands Conservancy and iterate that not only should the State of Illinois continue to own and operate 
the Cahokia Mounds State Historic Site and have a collaborative partnership with the National Park 

Service, but other communities, agencies, and entities should play a role in redeveloping and re-energizing 

these sites and establish strong and lasting partnerships; and be it further  
  

    RESOLVED, That we urge the citizens of this State to actively join HeartLands Conservancy, the 

Governor of Illinois, and the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency in the Mississippian Culture Initiative; 
and be it further 

  

    RESOLVED, That we urge Congress to elevate the national status of the Cahokia Mounds and 
thematically-connected Mound Complexes that are deemed suitable and nationally-significant as a non-

contiguous National Historical Park; and be it further 

  
    RESOLVED, That we alternatively call upon the President to exercise his authority by Executive Order 

to designate the Cahokia Mounds as a National Monument; and be it further 

  
    RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be delivered to the Governor, the members of the 

Illinois congressional delegation, National Park Service Director Jonathan Jarvis, and President Barack 

Obama.  
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Which amendment is as follows:  
Senate Amendment No. 3 to HOUSE BILL NO. 1022 

Concurred in by the House, December 3, 2014. 

   
TIMOTHY D. MAPES, Clerk of the House 

 

A message from the House by 
Mr. Mapes, Clerk: 

Mr. President  --  I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has 

concurred with the Senate in the adoption of their amendment to a bill of the following title, to-wit:  
HOUSE BILL 4204 

A bill for AN ACT concerning condominium property.  
Which amendment is as follows:  

Senate Amendment No. 2 to HOUSE BILL NO. 4204 

Concurred in by the House, December 3, 2014. 
   

TIMOTHY D. MAPES, Clerk of the House 

 

A message from the House by 

Mr. Mapes, Clerk: 

Mr. President  --  I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has 
concurred with the Senate in the adoption of their amendment to a bill of the following title, to-wit:  

HOUSE BILL 4530 

A bill for AN ACT concerning local government.  
Which amendment is as follows:  

Senate Amendment No. 3 to HOUSE BILL NO. 4530 

Concurred in by the House, December 3, 2014. 
   

TIMOTHY D. MAPES, Clerk of the House 

 

A message from the House by 

Mr. Mapes, Clerk: 

Mr. President  --  I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has 
concurred with the Senate in the adoption of the following joint resolution, to-wit: 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 67 

Concurred in by the House, December 3, 2014. 
   

TIMOTHY D. MAPES, Clerk of the House 

 

 

JOINT ACTION MOTIONS FILED 

 

 The following Joint Action Motions to the Senate Bills listed below have been filed with the 

Secretary and referred to the Committee on Assignments: 

 
 Motion to Concur in House Amendments 1 and 2 to Senate Bill 172 

 Motion to Concur in House Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 2774 

 

 

INTRODUCTION OF BILL 

 
 SENATE BILL NO. 3677.  Introduced by Senator Radogno, a bill for AN ACT concerning State 

government. 

 The bill was taken up, read by title a first time, ordered printed and referred to the Committee on 
Assignments. 

 

 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE ON ASSIGNMENTS 
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 Senator Clayborne, Chairperson of the Committee on Assignments, during its December 3, 2014 
meeting, reported the following Joint Action Motions have been assigned to the indicated Standing 

Committees of the Senate: 

 
Executive: Motion to Concur in House Amendments 1 and 2 to Senate Bill 172 

  Motion to Concur in House Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 2774 

 

State Government and Veterans Affairs:   

  Motion to Concur in House Amendments 1 and 3 to Senate Bill 2729 

 

 

 Senator Clayborne, Chairperson of the Committee on Assignments, during its December 3, 2014 
meeting, reported that the Committee recommends that Senate Floor Amendment No. 4 to House Bill 

No. 4733 be re-referred to the Committee on Assignments. 

 

 

 Senator Clayborne, Chairperson of the Committee on Assignments, during its December 3, 2014 

meeting, reported that the following Legislative Measure has been approved for consideration: 

 

 Senate Resolution 1694 

 

 The foregoing resolution was placed on the Secretary’s Desk. 

 

 
 Senator Clayborne, Chairperson of the Committee on Assignments, during its December 3, 2014 

meeting, reported the following Legislative Measure has been assigned to the indicated Standing 

Committee of the Senate: 
 

 Executive:  Senate Floor Amendment No. 4 to House Bill 4733. 

 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

 The Chair announced the following committee to meet at 2:27 o'clock p.m.: 

 

  Executive in Room 212 
 

 

 At the hour of 1:28 o'clock p.m., the Chair announced that the Senate stand at recess subject to the 
call of the Chair. 

 

AFTER RECESS 

 

 At the hour of 3:52 o'clock p.m., the Senate resumed consideration of business. 

 Senator Sullivan, presiding. 
 

 

PRESENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS 

 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 1701 

 Offered by Senator Brady and all Senators:  
 Mourns the death of Roger Joslin of Bonita Springs, Florida. 

 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 1702 

 Offered by Senator Link and all Senators:  

 Mourns the death of Julius “Jerry” Cullen of Waukegan. 

 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 1703 

 Offered by Senator Link and all Senators:  
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 Mourns the death of Marilyn Jean Shineflug. 
 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 1704 

 Offered by Senator Link and all Senators:  
 Mourns the death of Edward Allen Pearce. 

 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 1705 

 Offered by Senator Link and all Senators:  

 Mourns the death of John F. Schoknecht of Waukegan. 

 
 By unanimous consent, the foregoing resolutions were referred to the Resolutions Consent 

Calendar.  
  

 

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES 
 

 Senator Landek, Chairperson of the Committee on State Government and Veterans Affairs, to 

which was referred the Motions to Concur with House Amendments to the following Senate Bills, reported 

that the Committee recommends do adopt: 

 

 Motion to Concur in House Amendment 2 to Senate Bill 1431; Motion to Concur in House 
Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 3028 

 

 Under the rules, the foregoing motions are eligible for consideration by the Senate. 

 

 

 Senator Harmon, Chairperson of the Committee on Executive, to which was referred the Motions 
to Concur with House Amendments to the following Senate Bills, reported that the Committee 

recommends do adopt: 

 
 Motion to Concur in House Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 172; Motion to Concur in House 

Amendment 2 to Senate Bill 172; Motion to Concur in House Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 1009; Motion 

to Concur in House Amendment 2 to Senate Bill 1009; Motion to Concur in House Amendment 1 to Senate 
Bill 2221; Motion to Concur in House Amendment 2 to Senate Bill 2221; Motion to Concur in House 

Amendment 3 to Senate Bill 2221; Motion to Concur in House Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 2758; Motion 

to Concur in House Amendment 2 to Senate Bill 2758; Motion to Concur in House Amendment 3 to Senate 
Bill 2758; Motion to Concur in House Amendment 4 to Senate Bill 2758; Motion to Concur in House 

Amendment 5 to Senate Bill 2758; Motion to Concur in House Amendment 6 to Senate Bill 2758; Motion 

to Concur in House Amendment 7 to Senate Bill 2758; Motion to Concur in House Amendment 8 to Senate 
Bill 2758; Motion to Concur in House Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 2774; Motion to Concur in House 

Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 2992; Motion to Concur in House Amendment 2 to Senate Bill 2992; Motion 

to Concur in House Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 3075; Motion to Concur in House Amendment 2 to Senate 
Bill 3075; Motion to Concur in House Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 3366; Motion to Concur in House 

Amendment 2 to Senate Bill 3366 

 
 Under the rules, the foregoing motions are eligible for consideration by the Senate. 

 

 Senator Harmon, Chairperson of the Committee on Executive, to which was referred the following 
Senate floor amendment, reported that the Committee recommends do adopt: 

 

 Senate Amendment No. 4 to House Bill 4733 
 

 Under the rules, the foregoing floor amendment is eligible for consideration on second reading. 

 

 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

 
A message from the House by 

Mr. Mapes, Clerk: 
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Mr. President  --  I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has 
concurred with the Senate in the passage of a bill of the following title, to-wit:  

SENATE BILL NO. 1342 

A bill for AN ACT concerning criminal law. 
Together with the following amendments which are attached, in the adoption of which I am 

instructed to ask the concurrence of the Senate, to-wit:  

House Amendment No. 3 to SENATE BILL NO. 1342 
House Amendment No. 6 to SENATE BILL NO. 1342 

Passed the House, as amended, December 3, 2014. 

   
TIMOTHY D. MAPES, Clerk of the House 

 

AMENDMENT NO. 3 TO SENATE BILL 1342 

      AMENDMENT NO.   3   . Amend Senate Bill 1342 by replacing everything after the enacting clause 

with the following:  
  

    "Section 5. The Criminal Code of 2012 is amended by changing Sections 24-1.1, 24-1.6, and 24-1.8 as 

follows: 

    (720 ILCS 5/24-1.1) (from Ch. 38, par. 24-1.1)  

    Sec. 24-1.1. Unlawful Use or Possession of Weapons by Felons or Persons in the Custody of the 

Department of Corrections Facilities. 
    (a) It is unlawful for a person to knowingly possess on or about his person or on his land or in his own 

abode or fixed place of business any weapon prohibited under Section 24-1 of this Act or any firearm or 

any firearm ammunition if the person has been convicted of a felony under the laws of this State or any 
other jurisdiction. This Section shall not apply if the person has been granted relief by the Director of the 

Department of State Police under Section 10 of the Firearm Owners Identification Card Act.  

    (b) It is unlawful for any person confined in a penal institution, which is a facility of the Illinois 
Department of Corrections, to possess any weapon prohibited under Section 24-1 of this Code or any 

firearm or firearm ammunition, regardless of the intent with which he possesses it.  

    (c) It shall be an affirmative defense to a violation of subsection (b), that such possession was specifically 
authorized by rule, regulation, or directive of the Illinois Department of Corrections or order issued 

pursuant thereto.  

    (d) The defense of necessity is not available to a person who is charged with a violation of subsection 
(b) of this Section.  

    (e) Sentence. Violation of this Section by a person not confined in a penal institution shall be a Class 3 

felony for which the person shall be sentenced to no less than 3 2 years and no more than 10 years and any 
second or subsequent violation shall be a Class 2 felony for which the person shall be sentenced to a term 

of imprisonment of not less than 4 3 years and not more than 14 years. Violation of this Section by a person 

not confined in a penal institution who has been convicted of a forcible felony, a felony violation of Article 
24 of this Code or of the Firearm Owners Identification Card Act, stalking or aggravated stalking, or a 

Class 2 or greater felony under the Illinois Controlled Substances Act, the Cannabis Control Act, or the 

Methamphetamine Control and Community Protection Act is a Class 2 felony for which the person shall 
be sentenced to not less than 4 3 years and not more than 14 years. Violation of this Section by a person 

who is on parole or mandatory supervised release is a Class 2 felony for which the person shall be 

sentenced to not less than 4 3 years and not more than 14 years. Violation of this Section by a person not 
confined in a penal institution is a Class X felony when the firearm possessed is a machine gun. Any 

person who violates this Section while confined in a penal institution, which is a facility of the Illinois 

Department of Corrections, is guilty of a Class 1 felony, if he possesses any weapon prohibited under 
Section 24-1 of this Code regardless of the intent with which he possesses it, a Class X felony if he 

possesses any firearm, firearm ammunition or explosive, and a Class X felony for which the offender shall 

be sentenced to not less than 12 years and not more than 50 years when the firearm possessed is a machine 
gun. A violation of this Section while wearing or in possession of body armor as defined in Section 33F-

1 is a Class X felony punishable by a term of imprisonment of not less than 10 years and not more than 40 

years. The possession of each firearm or firearm ammunition in violation of this Section constitutes a 
single and separate violation. A sentence of county impact incarceration under Section 5-8-1.2 of the 

Unified Code of Corrections is not authorized for a violation of this Section.  

(Source: P.A. 97-237, eff. 1-1-12.)  
    (720 ILCS 5/24-1.6)  

    Sec. 24-1.6. Aggravated unlawful use of a weapon.  



194 

 

[December 3, 2014] 

    (a) A person commits the offense of aggravated unlawful use of a weapon when he or she knowingly: 
        (1) Carries on or about his or her person or in any vehicle or concealed on or about his  

     

or her person except when on his or her land or in his or her abode, legal dwelling, or fixed place of 

business, or on the land or in the legal dwelling of another person as an invitee with that person's 
permission, any pistol, revolver, stun gun or taser or other firearm; or 

 

        (2) Carries or possesses on or about his or her person, upon any public street, alley,  

     

or other public lands within the corporate limits of a city, village or incorporated town, except when an 
invitee thereon or therein, for the purpose of the display of such weapon or the lawful commerce in 

weapons, or except when on his or her own land or in his or her own abode, legal dwelling, or fixed 

place of business, or on the land or in the legal dwelling of another person as an invitee with that person's 
permission, any pistol, revolver, stun gun or taser or other firearm; and 

 

        (3) One of the following factors is present: 
            (A) the firearm, other than a pistol, revolver, or handgun, possessed was uncased,  

         loaded, and immediately accessible at the time of the offense; or 
 

            (A-5) the pistol, revolver, or handgun possessed was uncased, loaded, and  

         
immediately accessible at the time of the offense and the person possessing the pistol, revolver, or 

handgun has not been issued a currently valid license under the Firearm Concealed Carry Act; or  
 

            (B) the firearm, other than a pistol, revolver, or handgun, possessed was uncased,  

         
unloaded, and the ammunition for the weapon was immediately accessible at the time of the offense; 

or 
 

            (B-5) the pistol, revolver, or handgun possessed was uncased, unloaded, and the  

         

ammunition for the weapon was immediately accessible at the time of the offense and the person 

possessing the pistol, revolver, or handgun has not been issued a currently valid license under the 

Firearm Concealed Carry Act; or  
 

            (C) the person possessing the firearm has not been issued a currently valid Firearm  

         Owner's Identification Card; or 
 

            (D) the person possessing the weapon was previously adjudicated a delinquent minor  
         under the Juvenile Court Act of 1987 for an act that if committed by an adult would be a felony; or 

 

            (E) the person possessing the weapon was engaged in a misdemeanor violation of the  

         
Cannabis Control Act, in a misdemeanor violation of the Illinois Controlled Substances Act, or in a 
misdemeanor violation of the Methamphetamine Control and Community Protection Act; or 

 

            (F) (blank); or 

            (G) the person possessing the weapon had a order of protection issued against him or  
         her within the previous 2 years; or 

 

            (H) the person possessing the weapon was engaged in the commission or attempted  

         
commission of a misdemeanor involving the use or threat of violence against the person or property 
of another; or 

 

            (I) the person possessing the weapon was under 21 years of age and in possession of  

         
a handgun, unless the person under 21 is engaged in lawful activities under the Wildlife Code or 
described in subsection 24-2(b)(1), (b)(3), or 24-2(f). 

 

    (a-5) "Handgun" as used in this Section has the meaning given to it in Section 5 of the Firearm Concealed 

Carry Act.  
    (b) "Stun gun or taser" as used in this Section has the same definition given to it in Section 24-1 of this 

Code. 

    (c) This Section does not apply to or affect the transportation or possession of weapons that: 
        (i) are broken down in a non-functioning state; or 

        (ii) are not immediately accessible; or 

        (iii) are unloaded and enclosed in a case, firearm carrying box, shipping box, or other  
     container by a person who has been issued a currently valid Firearm Owner's Identification Card. 

 

    (d) Sentence. 

         (1) Aggravated unlawful use of a weapon is a Class 4 felony; a second or subsequent  

     
offense is a Class 2 felony for which the person shall be sentenced to a term of imprisonment of not less 

than 4 3 years and not more than 10 7 years.  
 

        (2) Except as otherwise provided in paragraphs (3) and (4) of this subsection (d), a  

     

first offense of aggravated unlawful use of a weapon committed with a firearm by a person 18 years of 

age or older where the factors listed in both items (A) and (C) or both items (A-5) and (C) or both items 

(B) and (C) or both items (B-5) and (C) of paragraph (3) of subsection (a) are present is a Class 4 felony, 
for which the person shall be sentenced to a term of imprisonment of not less than one year and not 

more than 3 years. 
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        (3) Aggravated unlawful use of a weapon by a person who has been previously convicted of  

     
a felony in this State or another jurisdiction is a Class 2 felony for which the person shall be sentenced 

to a term of imprisonment of not less than 4 3 years and not more than 10 7 years.  
 

        (4) Aggravated unlawful use of a weapon while wearing or in possession of body armor as  

     
defined in Section 33F-1 by a person who has not been issued a valid Firearms Owner's Identification 

Card in accordance with Section 5 of the Firearm Owners Identification Card Act is a Class X felony.  
 

    (e) The possession of each firearm in violation of this Section constitutes a single and separate violation. 
(Source: P.A. 98-63, eff. 7-9-13.) 

    (720 ILCS 5/24-1.8)  

    Sec. 24-1.8. Unlawful possession of a firearm by a street gang member. 
    (a) A person commits unlawful possession of a firearm by a street gang member when he or she 

knowingly: 
        (1) possesses, carries, or conceals on or about his or her person a firearm and  

     

firearm ammunition while on any street, road, alley, gangway, sidewalk, or any other lands, except when 

inside his or her own abode or inside his or her fixed place of business, and has not been issued a 
currently valid Firearm Owner's Identification Card and is a member of a street gang; or 

 

        (2) possesses or carries in any vehicle a firearm and firearm ammunition which are both  

     

immediately accessible at the time of the offense while on any street, road, alley, or any other lands, 

except when inside his or her own abode or garage, and has not been issued a currently valid Firearm 

Owner's Identification Card and is a member of a street gang. 
 

    (b) Unlawful possession of a firearm by a street gang member is a Class 2 felony for which the person, 
if sentenced to a term of imprisonment, shall be sentenced to no less than 4 3 years and no more than 10 

years. A period of probation, a term of periodic imprisonment or conditional discharge shall not be 

imposed for the offense of unlawful possession of a firearm by a street gang member when the firearm 
was loaded or contained firearm ammunition and the court shall sentence the offender to not less than the 

minimum term of imprisonment authorized for the Class 2 felony. A sentence of county impact 

incarceration under Section 5-8-1.2 of the Unified Code of Corrections is not authorized for a violation of 
this Section.  

    (c) For purposes of this Section: 

        "Street gang" or "gang" has the meaning ascribed to it in Section 10 of the Illinois  
     Streetgang Terrorism Omnibus Prevention Act. 

 

        "Street gang member" or "gang member" has the meaning ascribed to it in Section 10 of  

     the Illinois Streetgang Terrorism Omnibus Prevention Act. 
 

(Source: P.A. 96-829, eff. 12-3-09.) 

  

    Section 10. The Unified Code of Corrections is amended by changing Sections 3-6-3, 5-5-3, and 5-8-
1.2 as follows: 

    (730 ILCS 5/3-6-3) (from Ch. 38, par. 1003-6-3)  

    Sec. 3-6-3. Rules and Regulations for Sentence Credit.  
        (a) (1) The Department of Corrections shall prescribe rules and regulations for awarding  

     
and revoking sentence credit for persons committed to the Department which shall be subject to review 

by the Prisoner Review Board. 
 

        (1.5) As otherwise provided by law, sentence credit may be awarded for the following:  

            (A) successful completion of programming while in custody of the Department or while  

         in custody prior to sentencing;  
 

            (B) compliance with the rules and regulations of the Department; or  

            (C) service to the institution, service to a community, or service to the State.  

        (2) The rules and regulations on sentence credit shall provide, with respect to offenses  

     

listed in clause (i), (ii), or (iii) of this paragraph (2) committed on or after June 19, 1998 or with respect 

to the offense listed in clause (iv) of this paragraph (2) committed on or after June 23, 2005 (the effective 

date of Public Act 94-71) or with respect to offense listed in clause (vi) committed on or after June 1, 
2008 (the effective date of Public Act 95-625) or with respect to the offense of being an armed habitual 

criminal committed on or after August 2, 2005 (the effective date of Public Act 94-398) or with respect 

to the offenses listed in clause (v) of this paragraph (2) committed on or after August 13, 2007 (the 
effective date of Public Act 95-134) or with respect to the offense of aggravated domestic battery 

committed on or after July 23, 2010 (the effective date of Public Act 96-1224) or with respect to the 

offense of attempt to commit terrorism committed on or after January 1, 2013 (the effective date of 
Public Act 97-990) or with respect to offenses listed in clause (viii) committed on or after the effective 

date of this amendatory Act of the 98th General Assembly, the following: 
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            (i) that a prisoner who is serving a term of imprisonment for first degree murder or  

         
for the offense of terrorism shall receive no sentence credit and shall serve the entire sentence imposed 

by the court; 
 

            (ii) that a prisoner serving a sentence for attempt to commit terrorism, attempt to  

         

commit first degree murder, solicitation of murder, solicitation of murder for hire, intentional 

homicide of an unborn child, predatory criminal sexual assault of a child, aggravated criminal sexual 

assault, criminal sexual assault, aggravated kidnapping, aggravated battery with a firearm as 
described in Section 12-4.2 or subdivision (e)(1), (e)(2), (e)(3), or (e)(4) of Section 12-3.05, heinous 

battery as described in Section 12-4.1 or subdivision (a)(2) of Section 12-3.05, being an armed 

habitual criminal, aggravated battery of a senior citizen as described in Section 12-4.6 or subdivision 
(a)(4) of Section 12-3.05, or aggravated battery of a child as described in Section 12-4.3 or 

subdivision (b)(1) of Section 12-3.05 shall receive no more than 4.5 days of sentence credit for each 
month of his or her sentence of imprisonment; 

 

            (iii) that a prisoner serving a sentence for home invasion, armed robbery,  

         

aggravated vehicular hijacking, aggravated discharge of a firearm, or armed violence with a category 
I weapon or category II weapon, when the court has made and entered a finding, pursuant to 

subsection (c-1) of Section 5-4-1 of this Code, that the conduct leading to conviction for the 

enumerated offense resulted in great bodily harm to a victim, shall receive no more than 4.5 days of 

sentence credit for each month of his or her sentence of imprisonment; 
 

            (iv) that a prisoner serving a sentence for aggravated discharge of a firearm,  

         
whether or not the conduct leading to conviction for the offense resulted in great bodily harm to the 
victim, shall receive no more than 4.5 days of sentence credit for each month of his or her sentence 

of imprisonment;  
 

            (v) that a person serving a sentence for gunrunning, narcotics racketeering,  

         

controlled substance trafficking, methamphetamine trafficking, drug-induced homicide, aggravated 

methamphetamine-related child endangerment, money laundering pursuant to clause (c) (4) or (5) of 

Section 29B-1 of the Criminal Code of 1961 or the Criminal Code of 2012, or a Class X felony 
conviction for delivery of a controlled substance, possession of a controlled substance with intent to 

manufacture or deliver, calculated criminal drug conspiracy, criminal drug conspiracy, street gang 

criminal drug conspiracy, participation in methamphetamine manufacturing, aggravated participation 
in methamphetamine manufacturing, delivery of methamphetamine, possession with intent to deliver 

methamphetamine, aggravated delivery of methamphetamine, aggravated possession with intent to 

deliver methamphetamine, methamphetamine conspiracy when the substance containing the 
controlled substance or methamphetamine is 100 grams or more shall receive no more than 7.5 days 

sentence credit for each month of his or her sentence of imprisonment;  
 

            (vi) that a prisoner serving a sentence for a second or subsequent offense of  

         
luring a minor shall receive no more than 4.5 days of sentence credit for each month of his or her 

sentence of imprisonment; and  
 

            (vii) that a prisoner serving a sentence for aggravated domestic battery shall  

         
receive no more than 4.5 days of sentence credit for each month of his or her sentence of 

imprisonment; and 
 

            (viii) that a prisoner serving a sentence for a violation of Section 24-1.1, 24-1.6, or 24-1.8 of the 
Criminal Code of 2012 shall receive no more than 4.5 days of sentence credit for each month of his or her 

sentence of imprisonment.  

        (2.1) For all offenses, other than those enumerated in subdivision (a)(2)(i), (ii), or  

     

(iii) committed on or after June 19, 1998 or subdivision (a)(2)(iv) committed on or after June 23, 2005 

(the effective date of Public Act 94-71) or subdivision (a)(2)(v) committed on or after August 13, 2007 

(the effective date of Public Act 95-134) or subdivision (a)(2)(vi) committed on or after June 1, 2008 
(the effective date of Public Act 95-625) or subdivision (a)(2)(vii) committed on or after July 23, 2010 

(the effective date of Public Act 96-1224), and other than the offense of aggravated driving under the 

influence of alcohol, other drug or drugs, or intoxicating compound or compounds, or any combination 
thereof as defined in subparagraph (F) of paragraph (1) of subsection (d) of Section 11-501 of the Illinois 

Vehicle Code, and other than the offense of aggravated driving under the influence of alcohol, other 

drug or drugs, or intoxicating compound or compounds, or any combination thereof as defined in 
subparagraph (C) of paragraph (1) of subsection (d) of Section 11-501 of the Illinois Vehicle Code 

committed on or after January 1, 2011 (the effective date of Public Act 96-1230), the rules and 

regulations shall provide that a prisoner who is serving a term of imprisonment shall receive one day of 
sentence credit for each day of his or her sentence of imprisonment or recommitment under Section 3-
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3-9. Each day of sentence credit shall reduce by one day the prisoner's period of imprisonment or 
recommitment under Section 3-3-9. 

 

        (2.2) A prisoner serving a term of natural life imprisonment or a prisoner who has been  

     sentenced to death shall receive no sentence credit. 
 

        (2.3) The rules and regulations on sentence credit shall provide that a prisoner who is  

     

serving a sentence for aggravated driving under the influence of alcohol, other drug or drugs, or 

intoxicating compound or compounds, or any combination thereof as defined in subparagraph (F) of 
paragraph (1) of subsection (d) of Section 11-501 of the Illinois Vehicle Code, shall receive no more 

than 4.5 days of sentence credit for each month of his or her sentence of imprisonment. 
 

        (2.4) The rules and regulations on sentence credit shall provide with respect to the  

     

offenses of aggravated battery with a machine gun or a firearm equipped with any device or attachment 

designed or used for silencing the report of a firearm or aggravated discharge of a machine gun or a 
firearm equipped with any device or attachment designed or used for silencing the report of a firearm, 

committed on or after July 15, 1999 (the effective date of Public Act 91-121), that a prisoner serving a 

sentence for any of these offenses shall receive no more than 4.5 days of sentence credit for each month 
of his or her sentence of imprisonment. 

 

        (2.5) The rules and regulations on sentence credit shall provide that a prisoner who is  

     

serving a sentence for aggravated arson committed on or after July 27, 2001 (the effective date of Public 

Act 92-176) shall receive no more than 4.5 days of sentence credit for each month of his or her sentence 

of imprisonment. 
 

        (2.6) The rules and regulations on sentence credit shall provide that a prisoner who is  

     

serving a sentence for aggravated driving under the influence of alcohol, other drug or drugs, or 

intoxicating compound or compounds or any combination thereof as defined in subparagraph (C) of 

paragraph (1) of subsection (d) of Section 11-501 of the Illinois Vehicle Code committed on or after 
January 1, 2011 (the effective date of Public Act 96-1230) shall receive no more than 4.5 days of 

sentence credit for each month of his or her sentence of imprisonment. 
 

        (3) The rules and regulations shall also provide that the Director may award up to 180  

     

days additional sentence credit for good conduct in specific instances as the Director deems proper. The 

good conduct may include, but is not limited to, compliance with the rules and regulations of the 

Department, service to the Department, service to a community, or service to the State. However, the 
Director shall not award more than 90 days of sentence credit for good conduct to any prisoner who is 

serving a sentence for conviction of first degree murder, reckless homicide while under the influence of 

alcohol or any other drug, or aggravated driving under the influence of alcohol, other drug or drugs, or 
intoxicating compound or compounds, or any combination thereof as defined in subparagraph (F) of 

paragraph (1) of subsection (d) of Section 11-501 of the Illinois Vehicle Code, aggravated kidnapping, 

kidnapping, predatory criminal sexual assault of a child, aggravated criminal sexual assault, criminal 
sexual assault, deviate sexual assault, aggravated criminal sexual abuse, aggravated indecent liberties 

with a child, indecent liberties with a child, child pornography, heinous battery as described in Section 

12-4.1 or subdivision (a)(2) of Section 12-3.05, aggravated battery of a spouse, aggravated battery of a 
spouse with a firearm, stalking, aggravated stalking, aggravated battery of a child as described in Section 

12-4.3 or subdivision (b)(1) of Section 12-3.05, endangering the life or health of a child, or cruelty to a 

child. Notwithstanding the foregoing, sentence credit for good conduct shall not be awarded on a 
sentence of imprisonment imposed for conviction of: (i) one of the offenses enumerated in subdivision 

(a)(2)(i), (ii), or (iii) when the offense is committed on or after June 19, 1998 or subdivision (a)(2)(iv) 

when the offense is committed on or after June 23, 2005 (the effective date of Public Act 94-71) or 
subdivision (a)(2)(v) when the offense is committed on or after August 13, 2007 (the effective date of 

Public Act 95-134) or subdivision (a)(2)(vi) when the offense is committed on or after June 1, 2008 (the 

effective date of Public Act 95-625) or subdivision (a)(2)(vii) when the offense is committed on or after 
July 23, 2010 (the effective date of Public Act 96-1224), (ii) aggravated driving under the influence of 

alcohol, other drug or drugs, or intoxicating compound or compounds, or any combination thereof as 

defined in subparagraph (F) of paragraph (1) of subsection (d) of Section 11-501 of the Illinois Vehicle 
Code, (iii) one of the offenses enumerated in subdivision (a)(2.4) when the offense is committed on or 

after July 15, 1999 (the effective date of Public Act 91-121), (iv) aggravated arson when the offense is 

committed on or after July 27, 2001 (the effective date of Public Act 92-176), (v) offenses that may 
subject the offender to commitment under the Sexually Violent Persons Commitment Act, or (vi) 

aggravated driving under the influence of alcohol, other drug or drugs, or intoxicating compound or 

compounds or any combination thereof as defined in subparagraph (C) of paragraph (1) of subsection 
(d) of Section 11-501 of the Illinois Vehicle Code committed on or after January 1, 2011 (the effective 

date of Public Act 96-1230). 
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    Eligible inmates for an award of sentence credit under this paragraph (3) may be selected to receive the 
credit at the Director's or his or her designee's sole discretion. Consideration may be based on, but not 

limited to, any available risk assessment analysis on the inmate, any history of conviction for violent 

crimes as defined by the Rights of Crime Victims and Witnesses Act, facts and circumstances of the 
inmate's holding offense or offenses, and the potential for rehabilitation.  

    The Director shall not award sentence credit under this paragraph (3) to an inmate unless the inmate has 

served a minimum of 60 days of the sentence; except nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to permit 
the Director to extend an inmate's sentence beyond that which was imposed by the court. Prior to awarding 

credit under this paragraph (3), the Director shall make a written determination that the inmate: 

            (A) is eligible for the sentence credit; 
            (B) has served a minimum of 60 days, or as close to 60 days as the sentence will  

         allow; and 
 

            (C) has met the eligibility criteria established by rule. 

        The Director shall determine the form and content of the written determination required  

     in this subsection. 
 

        (3.5) The Department shall provide annual written reports to the Governor and the  

     

General Assembly on the award of sentence credit for good conduct, with the first report due January 

1, 2014. The Department must publish both reports on its website within 48 hours of transmitting the 

reports to the Governor and the General Assembly. The reports must include: 
 

            (A) the number of inmates awarded sentence credit for good conduct; 

            (B) the average amount of sentence credit for good conduct awarded; 
            (C) the holding offenses of inmates awarded sentence credit for good conduct; and 

            (D) the number of sentence credit for good conduct revocations.  

        (4) The rules and regulations shall also provide that the sentence credit accumulated  

     

and retained under paragraph (2.1) of subsection (a) of this Section by any inmate during specific 

periods of time in which such inmate is engaged full-time in substance abuse programs, correctional 

industry assignments, educational programs, behavior modification programs, life skills courses, or re-
entry planning provided by the Department under this paragraph (4) and satisfactorily completes the 

assigned program as determined by the standards of the Department, shall be multiplied by a factor of 

1.25 for program participation before August 11, 1993 and 1.50 for program participation on or after 
that date. The rules and regulations shall also provide that sentence credit, subject to the same offense 

limits and multiplier provided in this paragraph, may be provided to an inmate who was held in pre-trial 

detention prior to his or her current commitment to the Department of Corrections and successfully 
completed a full-time, 60-day or longer substance abuse program, educational program, behavior 

modification program, life skills course, or re-entry planning provided by the county department of 

corrections or county jail. Calculation of this county program credit shall be done at sentencing as 
provided in Section 5-4.5-100 of this Code and shall be included in the sentencing order. However, no 

inmate shall be eligible for the additional sentence credit under this paragraph (4) or (4.1) of this 

subsection (a) while assigned to a boot camp or electronic detention, or if convicted of an offense 
enumerated in subdivision (a)(2)(i), (ii), or (iii) of this Section that is committed on or after June 19, 

1998 or subdivision (a)(2)(iv) of this Section that is committed on or after June 23, 2005 (the effective 

date of Public Act 94-71) or subdivision (a)(2)(v) of this Section that is committed on or after August 
13, 2007 (the effective date of Public Act 95-134) or subdivision (a)(2)(vi) when the offense is 

committed on or after June 1, 2008 (the effective date of Public Act 95-625) or subdivision (a)(2)(vii) 

when the offense is committed on or after July 23, 2010 (the effective date of Public Act 96-1224), or 
if convicted of aggravated driving under the influence of alcohol, other drug or drugs, or intoxicating 

compound or compounds or any combination thereof as defined in subparagraph (F) of paragraph (1) 

of subsection (d) of Section 11-501 of the Illinois Vehicle Code, or if convicted of aggravated driving 
under the influence of alcohol, other drug or drugs, or intoxicating compound or compounds or any 

combination thereof as defined in subparagraph (C) of paragraph (1) of subsection (d) of Section 11-

501 of the Illinois Vehicle Code committed on or after January 1, 2011 (the effective date of Public Act 
96-1230), or if convicted of an offense enumerated in paragraph (a)(2.4) of this Section that is 

committed on or after July 15, 1999 (the effective date of Public Act 91-121), or first degree murder, a 

Class X felony, criminal sexual assault, felony criminal sexual abuse, aggravated criminal sexual abuse, 
aggravated battery with a firearm as described in Section 12-4.2 or subdivision (e)(1), (e)(2), (e)(3), or 

(e)(4) of Section 12-3.05, or any predecessor or successor offenses with the same or substantially the 

same elements, or any inchoate offenses relating to the foregoing offenses. No inmate shall be eligible 
for the additional good conduct credit under this paragraph (4) who (i) has previously received increased 

good conduct credit under this paragraph (4) and has subsequently been convicted of a felony, or (ii) 
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has previously served more than one prior sentence of imprisonment for a felony in an adult correctional 
facility. 

 

        Educational, vocational, substance abuse, behavior modification programs, life skills  

     

courses, re-entry planning, and correctional industry programs under which sentence credit may be 
increased under this paragraph (4) and paragraph (4.1) of this subsection (a) shall be evaluated by the 

Department on the basis of documented standards. The Department shall report the results of these 

evaluations to the Governor and the General Assembly by September 30th of each year. The reports 
shall include data relating to the recidivism rate among program participants. 

 

        Availability of these programs shall be subject to the limits of fiscal resources  

     

appropriated by the General Assembly for these purposes. Eligible inmates who are denied immediate 
admission shall be placed on a waiting list under criteria established by the Department. The inability 

of any inmate to become engaged in any such programs by reason of insufficient program resources or 
for any other reason established under the rules and regulations of the Department shall not be deemed 

a cause of action under which the Department or any employee or agent of the Department shall be 

liable for damages to the inmate. 
 

        (4.1) The rules and regulations shall also provide that an additional 60 days of  

     

sentence credit shall be awarded to any prisoner who passes the high school level Test of General 

Educational Development (GED) while the prisoner is committed to the Department of Corrections. 

The sentence credit awarded under this paragraph (4.1) shall be in addition to, and shall not affect, the 

award of sentence credit under any other paragraph of this Section, but shall also be pursuant to the 

guidelines and restrictions set forth in paragraph (4) of subsection (a) of this Section. The sentence credit 
provided for in this paragraph shall be available only to those prisoners who have not previously earned 

a high school diploma or a GED. If, after an award of the GED sentence credit has been made and the 

Department determines that the prisoner was not eligible, then the award shall be revoked. The 
Department may also award 60 days of sentence credit to any committed person who passed the high 

school level Test of General Educational Development (GED) while he or she was held in pre-trial 

detention prior to the current commitment to the Department of Corrections.  
 

        (4.5) The rules and regulations on sentence credit shall also provide that when the  

     

court's sentencing order recommends a prisoner for substance abuse treatment and the crime was 

committed on or after September 1, 2003 (the effective date of Public Act 93-354), the prisoner shall 
receive no sentence credit awarded under clause (3) of this subsection (a) unless he or she participates 

in and completes a substance abuse treatment program. The Director may waive the requirement to 

participate in or complete a substance abuse treatment program and award the sentence credit in specific 
instances if the prisoner is not a good candidate for a substance abuse treatment program for medical, 

programming, or operational reasons. Availability of substance abuse treatment shall be subject to the 

limits of fiscal resources appropriated by the General Assembly for these purposes. If treatment is not 
available and the requirement to participate and complete the treatment has not been waived by the 

Director, the prisoner shall be placed on a waiting list under criteria established by the Department. The 

Director may allow a prisoner placed on a waiting list to participate in and complete a substance abuse 
education class or attend substance abuse self-help meetings in lieu of a substance abuse treatment 

program. A prisoner on a waiting list who is not placed in a substance abuse program prior to release 

may be eligible for a waiver and receive sentence credit under clause (3) of this subsection (a) at the 
discretion of the Director. 

 

        (4.6) The rules and regulations on sentence credit shall also provide that a prisoner  

     

who has been convicted of a sex offense as defined in Section 2 of the Sex Offender Registration Act 
shall receive no sentence credit unless he or she either has successfully completed or is participating in 

sex offender treatment as defined by the Sex Offender Management Board. However, prisoners who are 

waiting to receive treatment, but who are unable to do so due solely to the lack of resources on the part 
of the Department, may, at the Director's sole discretion, be awarded sentence credit at a rate as the 

Director shall determine. 
 

        (5) Whenever the Department is to release any inmate earlier than it otherwise would  

     

because of a grant of sentence credit for good conduct under paragraph (3) of subsection (a) of this 

Section given at any time during the term, the Department shall give reasonable notice of the impending 

release not less than 14 days prior to the date of the release to the State's Attorney of the county where 
the prosecution of the inmate took place, and if applicable, the State's Attorney of the county into which 

the inmate will be released. The Department must also make identification information and a recent 

photo of the inmate being released accessible on the Internet by means of a hyperlink labeled 
"Community Notification of Inmate Early Release" on the Department's World Wide Web homepage. 

The identification information shall include the inmate's: name, any known alias, date of birth, physical 
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characteristics, residence address, commitment offense and county where conviction was imposed. The 
identification information shall be placed on the website within 3 days of the inmate's release and the 

information may not be removed until either: completion of the first year of mandatory supervised 

release or return of the inmate to custody of the Department. 
 

    (b) Whenever a person is or has been committed under several convictions, with separate sentences, the 

sentences shall be construed under Section 5-8-4 in granting and forfeiting of sentence credit.  

    (c) The Department shall prescribe rules and regulations for revoking sentence credit, including revoking 
sentence credit awarded for good conduct under paragraph (3) of subsection (a) of this Section. The 

Department shall prescribe rules and regulations for suspending or reducing the rate of accumulation of 

sentence credit for specific rule violations, during imprisonment. These rules and regulations shall provide 
that no inmate may be penalized more than one year of sentence credit for any one infraction.  

    When the Department seeks to revoke, suspend or reduce the rate of accumulation of any sentence 
credits for an alleged infraction of its rules, it shall bring charges therefor against the prisoner sought to be 

so deprived of sentence credits before the Prisoner Review Board as provided in subparagraph (a)(4) of 

Section 3-3-2 of this Code, if the amount of credit at issue exceeds 30 days or when during any 12 month 
period, the cumulative amount of credit revoked exceeds 30 days except where the infraction is committed 

or discovered within 60 days of scheduled release. In those cases, the Department of Corrections may 

revoke up to 30 days of sentence credit. The Board may subsequently approve the revocation of additional 

sentence credit, if the Department seeks to revoke sentence credit in excess of 30 days. However, the Board 

shall not be empowered to review the Department's decision with respect to the loss of 30 days of sentence 

credit within any calendar year for any prisoner or to increase any penalty beyond the length requested by 
the Department.  

    The Director of the Department of Corrections, in appropriate cases, may restore up to 30 days of 

sentence credits which have been revoked, suspended or reduced. Any restoration of sentence credits in 
excess of 30 days shall be subject to review by the Prisoner Review Board. However, the Board may not 

restore sentence credit in excess of the amount requested by the Director.  

    Nothing contained in this Section shall prohibit the Prisoner Review Board from ordering, pursuant to 
Section 3-3-9(a)(3)(i)(B), that a prisoner serve up to one year of the sentence imposed by the court that 

was not served due to the accumulation of sentence credit.  

    (d) If a lawsuit is filed by a prisoner in an Illinois or federal court against the State, the Department of 
Corrections, or the Prisoner Review Board, or against any of their officers or employees, and the court 

makes a specific finding that a pleading, motion, or other paper filed by the prisoner is frivolous, the 

Department of Corrections shall conduct a hearing to revoke up to 180 days of sentence credit by bringing 
charges against the prisoner sought to be deprived of the sentence credits before the Prisoner Review Board 

as provided in subparagraph (a)(8) of Section 3-3-2 of this Code. If the prisoner has not accumulated 180 

days of sentence credit at the time of the finding, then the Prisoner Review Board may revoke all sentence 
credit accumulated by the prisoner.  

    For purposes of this subsection (d):  

        (1) "Frivolous" means that a pleading, motion, or other filing which purports to be a  
     legal document filed by a prisoner in his or her lawsuit meets any or all of the following criteria: 

 

            (A) it lacks an arguable basis either in law or in fact;  

            (B) it is being presented for any improper purpose, such as to harass or to cause  
         unnecessary delay or needless increase in the cost of litigation; 

 

            (C) the claims, defenses, and other legal contentions therein are not warranted by  

         
existing law or by a nonfrivolous argument for the extension, modification, or reversal of existing 
law or the establishment of new law; 

 

            (D) the allegations and other factual contentions do not have evidentiary support  

         
or, if specifically so identified, are not likely to have evidentiary support after a reasonable 
opportunity for further investigation or discovery; or 

 

            (E) the denials of factual contentions are not warranted on the evidence, or if  

         specifically so identified, are not reasonably based on a lack of information or belief. 
 

        (2) "Lawsuit" means a motion pursuant to Section 116-3 of the Code of Criminal Procedure  

     

of 1963, a habeas corpus action under Article X of the Code of Civil Procedure or under federal law (28 

U.S.C. 2254), a petition for claim under the Court of Claims Act, an action under the federal Civil Rights 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1983), or a second or subsequent petition for post-conviction relief under Article 122 of 

the Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963 whether filed with or without leave of court or a second or 

subsequent petition for relief from judgment under Section 2-1401 of the Code of Civil Procedure. 
 

    (e) Nothing in Public Act 90-592 or 90-593 affects the validity of Public Act 89-404.  
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    (f) Whenever the Department is to release any inmate who has been convicted of a violation of an order 
of protection under Section 12-3.4 or 12-30 of the Criminal Code of 1961 or the Criminal Code of 2012, 

earlier than it otherwise would because of a grant of sentence credit, the Department, as a condition of 

release, shall require that the person, upon release, be placed under electronic surveillance as provided in 
Section 5-8A-7 of this Code.  

(Source: P.A. 96-860, eff. 1-15-10; 96-1110, eff. 7-19-10; 96-1128, eff. 1-1-11; 96-1200, eff. 7-22-10; 96-

1224, eff. 7-23-10; 96-1230, eff. 1-1-11; 96-1551, eff. 7-1-11; 97-333, eff. 8-12-11; 97-697, eff. 6-22-12; 
97-990, eff. 1-1-13; 97-1150, eff. 1-25-13.)  

    (730 ILCS 5/5-5-3) (from Ch. 38, par. 1005-5-3)  

    Sec. 5-5-3. Disposition.  
    (a) (Blank).  

    (b) (Blank).  
    (c) (1) (Blank).  

        (2) A period of probation, a term of periodic imprisonment or conditional discharge  

     
shall not be imposed for the following offenses. The court shall sentence the offender to not less than 
the minimum term of imprisonment set forth in this Code for the following offenses, and may order a 

fine or restitution or both in conjunction with such term of imprisonment: 
 

            (A) First degree murder where the death penalty is not imposed.  

            (B) Attempted first degree murder.  

            (C) A Class X felony.  

            (D) A violation of Section 401.1 or 407 of the Illinois Controlled Substances Act,  

         
or a violation of subdivision (c)(1.5) or (c)(2) of Section 401 of that Act which relates to more than 5 

grams of a substance containing cocaine, fentanyl, or an analog thereof. 
 

            (D-5) A violation of subdivision (c)(1) of Section 401 of the Illinois Controlled  

         
Substances Act which relates to 3 or more grams of a substance containing heroin or an analog 

thereof.  
 

            (E) A violation of Section 5.1 or 9 of the Cannabis Control Act.  
            (F) A Class 2 or greater felony if the offender had been convicted of a Class 2 or  

         

greater felony, including any state or federal conviction for an offense that contained, at the time it 

was committed, the same elements as an offense now (the date of the offense committed after the 
prior Class 2 or greater felony) classified as a Class 2 or greater felony, within 10 years of the date 

on which the offender committed the offense for which he or she is being sentenced, except as 

otherwise provided in Section 40-10 of the Alcoholism and Other Drug Abuse and Dependency Act. 
 

            (F-5) A violation of Section 24-1, 24-1.1, or 24-1.6 , or 24-1.8 of the Criminal Code of 1961 or  

         the Criminal Code of 2012 for which imprisonment is prescribed in those Sections. 
 

            (G) Residential burglary, except as otherwise provided in Section 40-10 of the  
         Alcoholism and Other Drug Abuse and Dependency Act. 

 

            (H) Criminal sexual assault.  

            (I) Aggravated battery of a senior citizen as described in Section 12-4.6 or  
         subdivision (a)(4) of Section 12-3.05 of the Criminal Code of 1961 or the Criminal Code of 2012. 

 

            (J) A forcible felony if the offense was related to the activities of an organized  

         gang. 
 

            Before July 1, 1994, for the purposes of this paragraph, "organized gang" means an  

         

association of 5 or more persons, with an established hierarchy, that encourages members of the 

association to perpetrate crimes or provides support to the members of the association who do commit 
crimes. 

 

            Beginning July 1, 1994, for the purposes of this paragraph, "organized gang" has the  

         meaning ascribed to it in Section 10 of the Illinois Streetgang Terrorism Omnibus Prevention Act. 
 

            (K) Vehicular hijacking.  

            (L) A second or subsequent conviction for the offense of hate crime when the  

         
underlying offense upon which the hate crime is based is felony aggravated assault or felony mob 
action. 

 

            (M) A second or subsequent conviction for the offense of institutional vandalism if  

         the damage to the property exceeds $300. 
 

            (N) A Class 3 felony violation of paragraph (1) of subsection (a) of Section 2 of  

         the Firearm Owners Identification Card Act. 
 

            (O) A violation of Section 12-6.1 or 12-6.5 of the Criminal Code of 1961 or the  
         Criminal Code of 2012. 

 

            (P) A violation of paragraph (1), (2), (3), (4), (5), or (7) of subsection (a) of  
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         Section 11-20.1 of the Criminal Code of 1961 or the Criminal Code of 2012. 
 

            (Q) A violation of subsection (b) or (b-5) of Section 20-1, Section 20-1.2, or  

         Section 20-1.3 of the Criminal Code of 1961 or the Criminal Code of 2012. 
 

            (R) A violation of Section 24-3A of the Criminal Code of 1961 or the Criminal Code  
         of 2012. 

 

            (S) (Blank).  

            (T) A second or subsequent violation of the Methamphetamine Control and Community  
         Protection Act. 

 

            (U) A second or subsequent violation of Section 6-303 of the Illinois Vehicle Code  

         
committed while his or her driver's license, permit, or privilege was revoked because of a violation 
of Section 9-3 of the Criminal Code of 1961 or the Criminal Code of 2012, relating to the offense of 

reckless homicide, or a similar provision of a law of another state.  
 

            (V) A violation of paragraph (4) of subsection (c) of Section 11-20.1B or  

         

paragraph (4) of subsection (c) of Section 11-20.3 of the Criminal Code of 1961, or paragraph (6) of 

subsection (a) of Section 11-20.1 of the Criminal Code of 2012 when the victim is under 13 years of 
age and the defendant has previously been convicted under the laws of this State or any other state of 

the offense of child pornography, aggravated child pornography, aggravated criminal sexual abuse, 

aggravated criminal sexual assault, predatory criminal sexual assault of a child, or any of the offenses 

formerly known as rape, deviate sexual assault, indecent liberties with a child, or aggravated indecent 

liberties with a child where the victim was under the age of 18 years or an offense that is substantially 

equivalent to those offenses. 
 

            (W) A violation of Section 24-3.5 of the Criminal Code of 1961 or the Criminal Code  

         of 2012.  
 

            (X) A violation of subsection (a) of Section 31-1a of the Criminal Code of 1961 or  
         the Criminal Code of 2012. 

 

            (Y) A conviction for unlawful possession of a firearm by a street gang member when  

         the firearm was loaded or contained firearm ammunition.  
 

            (Z) A Class 1 felony committed while he or she was serving a term of probation or  

         conditional discharge for a felony. 
 

            (AA) Theft of property exceeding $500,000 and not exceeding $1,000,000 in value. 
            (BB) Laundering of criminally derived property of a value exceeding $500,000. 

            (CC) Knowingly selling, offering for sale, holding for sale, or using 2,000 or more  

         counterfeit items or counterfeit items having a retail value in the aggregate of $500,000 or more.  
 

            (DD) A conviction for aggravated assault under paragraph (6) of subsection (c) of  

         
Section 12-2 of the Criminal Code of 1961 or the Criminal Code of 2012 if the firearm is aimed 

toward the person against whom the firearm is being used.  
 

        (3) (Blank).  

        (4) A minimum term of imprisonment of not less than 10 consecutive days or 30 days of  

     
community service shall be imposed for a violation of paragraph (c) of Section 6-303 of the Illinois 
Vehicle Code. 

 

        (4.1) (Blank).  

        (4.2) Except as provided in paragraphs (4.3) and (4.8) of this subsection (c), a minimum  

     
of 100 hours of community service shall be imposed for a second violation of Section 6-303 of the 

Illinois Vehicle Code. 
 

        (4.3) A minimum term of imprisonment of 30 days or 300 hours of community service, as  

     
determined by the court, shall be imposed for a second violation of subsection (c) of Section 6-303 of 

the Illinois Vehicle Code. 
 

        (4.4) Except as provided in paragraphs (4.5), (4.6), and (4.9) of this subsection (c),  

     
a minimum term of imprisonment of 30 days or 300 hours of community service, as determined by the 

court, shall be imposed for a third or subsequent violation of Section 6-303 of the Illinois Vehicle Code. 
 

        (4.5) A minimum term of imprisonment of 30 days shall be imposed for a third violation  
     of subsection (c) of Section 6-303 of the Illinois Vehicle Code. 

 

        (4.6) Except as provided in paragraph (4.10) of this subsection (c), a minimum term of  

     
imprisonment of 180 days shall be imposed for a fourth or subsequent violation of subsection (c) of 
Section 6-303 of the Illinois Vehicle Code. 

 

        (4.7) A minimum term of imprisonment of not less than 30 consecutive days, or 300 hours  

     
of community service, shall be imposed for a violation of subsection (a-5) of Section 6-303 of the Illinois 
Vehicle Code, as provided in subsection (b-5) of that Section.  

 

        (4.8) A mandatory prison sentence shall be imposed for a second violation of subsection  
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(a-5) of Section 6-303 of the Illinois Vehicle Code, as provided in subsection (c-5) of that Section. The 
person's driving privileges shall be revoked for a period of not less than 5 years from the date of his or 

her release from prison.  
 

        (4.9) A mandatory prison sentence of not less than 4 and not more than 15 years shall be  

     

imposed for a third violation of subsection (a-5) of Section 6-303 of the Illinois Vehicle Code, as 

provided in subsection (d-2.5) of that Section. The person's driving privileges shall be revoked for the 

remainder of his or her life.  
 

        (4.10) A mandatory prison sentence for a Class 1 felony shall be imposed, and the person  

     

shall be eligible for an extended term sentence, for a fourth or subsequent violation of subsection (a-5) 

of Section 6-303 of the Illinois Vehicle Code, as provided in subsection (d-3.5) of that Section. The 
person's driving privileges shall be revoked for the remainder of his or her life.  

 

        (5) The court may sentence a corporation or unincorporated association convicted of any  
     offense to: 

 

            (A) a period of conditional discharge;  

            (B) a fine;  
            (C) make restitution to the victim under Section 5-5-6 of this Code.  

        (5.1) In addition to any other penalties imposed, and except as provided in paragraph  

     

(5.2) or (5.3), a person convicted of violating subsection (c) of Section 11-907 of the Illinois Vehicle 

Code shall have his or her driver's license, permit, or privileges suspended for at least 90 days but not 

more than one year, if the violation resulted in damage to the property of another person. 
 

        (5.2) In addition to any other penalties imposed, and except as provided in paragraph  

     

(5.3), a person convicted of violating subsection (c) of Section 11-907 of the Illinois Vehicle Code shall 

have his or her driver's license, permit, or privileges suspended for at least 180 days but not more than 

2 years, if the violation resulted in injury to another person. 
 

        (5.3) In addition to any other penalties imposed, a person convicted of violating  

     
subsection (c) of Section 11-907 of the Illinois Vehicle Code shall have his or her driver's license, 

permit, or privileges suspended for 2 years, if the violation resulted in the death of another person. 
 

        (5.4) In addition to any other penalties imposed, a person convicted of violating  

     
Section 3-707 of the Illinois Vehicle Code shall have his or her driver's license, permit, or privileges 

suspended for 3 months and until he or she has paid a reinstatement fee of $100. 
 

        (5.5) In addition to any other penalties imposed, a person convicted of violating  

     

Section 3-707 of the Illinois Vehicle Code during a period in which his or her driver's license, permit, 

or privileges were suspended for a previous violation of that Section shall have his or her driver's license, 
permit, or privileges suspended for an additional 6 months after the expiration of the original 3-month 

suspension and until he or she has paid a reinstatement fee of $100.  
 

        (6) (Blank).  
        (7) (Blank).  

        (8) (Blank).  

        (9) A defendant convicted of a second or subsequent offense of ritualized abuse of a  
     child may be sentenced to a term of natural life imprisonment. 

 

        (10) (Blank).  

        (11) The court shall impose a minimum fine of $1,000 for a first offense and $2,000 for  

     

a second or subsequent offense upon a person convicted of or placed on supervision for battery when 

the individual harmed was a sports official or coach at any level of competition and the act causing harm 

to the sports official or coach occurred within an athletic facility or within the immediate vicinity of the 
athletic facility at which the sports official or coach was an active participant of the athletic contest held 

at the athletic facility. For the purposes of this paragraph (11), "sports official" means a person at an 

athletic contest who enforces the rules of the contest, such as an umpire or referee; "athletic facility" 
means an indoor or outdoor playing field or recreational area where sports activities are conducted; and 

"coach" means a person recognized as a coach by the sanctioning authority that conducted the sporting 

event. 
 

        (12) A person may not receive a disposition of court supervision for a violation of  

     
Section 5-16 of the Boat Registration and Safety Act if that person has previously received a disposition 

of court supervision for a violation of that Section.  
 

        (13) A person convicted of or placed on court supervision for an assault or aggravated  

     

assault when the victim and the offender are family or household members as defined in Section 103 of 

the Illinois Domestic Violence Act of 1986 or convicted of domestic battery or aggravated domestic 
battery may be required to attend a Partner Abuse Intervention Program under protocols set forth by the 
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Illinois Department of Human Services under such terms and conditions imposed by the court. The costs 
of such classes shall be paid by the offender.  

 

    (d) In any case in which a sentence originally imposed is vacated, the case shall be remanded to the trial 

court. The trial court shall hold a hearing under Section 5-4-1 of the Unified Code of Corrections which 
may include evidence of the defendant's life, moral character and occupation during the time since the 

original sentence was passed. The trial court shall then impose sentence upon the defendant. The trial court 

may impose any sentence which could have been imposed at the original trial subject to Section 5-5-4 of 
the Unified Code of Corrections. If a sentence is vacated on appeal or on collateral attack due to the failure 

of the trier of fact at trial to determine beyond a reasonable doubt the existence of a fact (other than a prior 

conviction) necessary to increase the punishment for the offense beyond the statutory maximum otherwise 
applicable, either the defendant may be re-sentenced to a term within the range otherwise provided or, if 

the State files notice of its intention to again seek the extended sentence, the defendant shall be afforded a 
new trial.  

    (e) In cases where prosecution for aggravated criminal sexual abuse under Section 11-1.60 or 12-16 of 

the Criminal Code of 1961 or the Criminal Code of 2012 results in conviction of a defendant who was a 
family member of the victim at the time of the commission of the offense, the court shall consider the 

safety and welfare of the victim and may impose a sentence of probation only where:  

        (1) the court finds (A) or (B) or both are appropriate:  

            (A) the defendant is willing to undergo a court approved counseling program for a  

         minimum duration of 2 years; or 
 

            (B) the defendant is willing to participate in a court approved plan including but  
         not limited to the defendant's: 

 

                (i) removal from the household;  

                (ii) restricted contact with the victim;  
                (iii) continued financial support of the family;  

                (iv) restitution for harm done to the victim; and  

                (v) compliance with any other measures that the court may deem appropriate; and  
        (2) the court orders the defendant to pay for the victim's counseling services, to the  

     

extent that the court finds, after considering the defendant's income and assets, that the defendant is 

financially capable of paying for such services, if the victim was under 18 years of age at the time the 
offense was committed and requires counseling as a result of the offense. 

 

    Probation may be revoked or modified pursuant to Section 5-6-4; except where the court determines at 

the hearing that the defendant violated a condition of his or her probation restricting contact with the victim 
or other family members or commits another offense with the victim or other family members, the court 

shall revoke the defendant's probation and impose a term of imprisonment.  

    For the purposes of this Section, "family member" and "victim" shall have the meanings ascribed to 
them in Section 11-0.1 of the Criminal Code of 2012.  

    (f) (Blank).  

    (g) Whenever a defendant is convicted of an offense under Sections 11-1.20, 11-1.30, 11-1.40, 11-1.50, 
11-1.60, 11-14, 11-14.3, 11-14.4 except for an offense that involves keeping a place of juvenile 

prostitution, 11-15, 11-15.1, 11-16, 11-17, 11-18, 11-18.1, 11-19, 11-19.1, 11-19.2, 12-13, 12-14, 12-14.1, 

12-15 or 12-16 of the Criminal Code of 1961 or the Criminal Code of 2012, the defendant shall undergo 
medical testing to determine whether the defendant has any sexually transmissible disease, including a test 

for infection with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) or any other identified causative agent of acquired 

immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS). Any such medical test shall be performed only by appropriately 
licensed medical practitioners and may include an analysis of any bodily fluids as well as an examination 

of the defendant's person. Except as otherwise provided by law, the results of such test shall be kept strictly 

confidential by all medical personnel involved in the testing and must be personally delivered in a sealed 
envelope to the judge of the court in which the conviction was entered for the judge's inspection in camera. 

Acting in accordance with the best interests of the victim and the public, the judge shall have the discretion 

to determine to whom, if anyone, the results of the testing may be revealed. The court shall notify the 
defendant of the test results. The court shall also notify the victim if requested by the victim, and if the 

victim is under the age of 15 and if requested by the victim's parents or legal guardian, the court shall 

notify the victim's parents or legal guardian of the test results. The court shall provide information on the 
availability of HIV testing and counseling at Department of Public Health facilities to all parties to whom 

the results of the testing are revealed and shall direct the State's Attorney to provide the information to the 

victim when possible. A State's Attorney may petition the court to obtain the results of any HIV test 
administered under this Section, and the court shall grant the disclosure if the State's Attorney shows it is 

relevant in order to prosecute a charge of criminal transmission of HIV under Section 12-5.01 or 12-16.2 
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of the Criminal Code of 1961 or the Criminal Code of 2012 against the defendant. The court shall order 
that the cost of any such test shall be paid by the county and may be taxed as costs against the convicted 

defendant.  

    (g-5) When an inmate is tested for an airborne communicable disease, as determined by the Illinois 
Department of Public Health including but not limited to tuberculosis, the results of the test shall be 

personally delivered by the warden or his or her designee in a sealed envelope to the judge of the court in 

which the inmate must appear for the judge's inspection in camera if requested by the judge. Acting in 
accordance with the best interests of those in the courtroom, the judge shall have the discretion to 

determine what if any precautions need to be taken to prevent transmission of the disease in the courtroom.  

    (h) Whenever a defendant is convicted of an offense under Section 1 or 2 of the Hypodermic Syringes 
and Needles Act, the defendant shall undergo medical testing to determine whether the defendant has been 

exposed to human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) or any other identified causative agent of acquired 
immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS). Except as otherwise provided by law, the results of such test shall 

be kept strictly confidential by all medical personnel involved in the testing and must be personally 

delivered in a sealed envelope to the judge of the court in which the conviction was entered for the judge's 
inspection in camera. Acting in accordance with the best interests of the public, the judge shall have the 

discretion to determine to whom, if anyone, the results of the testing may be revealed. The court shall 

notify the defendant of a positive test showing an infection with the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). 

The court shall provide information on the availability of HIV testing and counseling at Department of 

Public Health facilities to all parties to whom the results of the testing are revealed and shall direct the 

State's Attorney to provide the information to the victim when possible. A State's Attorney may petition 
the court to obtain the results of any HIV test administered under this Section, and the court shall grant the 

disclosure if the State's Attorney shows it is relevant in order to prosecute a charge of criminal transmission 

of HIV under Section 12-5.01 or 12-16.2 of the Criminal Code of 1961 or the Criminal Code of 2012 
against the defendant. The court shall order that the cost of any such test shall be paid by the county and 

may be taxed as costs against the convicted defendant.  

    (i) All fines and penalties imposed under this Section for any violation of Chapters 3, 4, 6, and 11 of the 
Illinois Vehicle Code, or a similar provision of a local ordinance, and any violation of the Child Passenger 

Protection Act, or a similar provision of a local ordinance, shall be collected and disbursed by the circuit 

clerk as provided under Section 27.5 of the Clerks of Courts Act.  
    (j) In cases when prosecution for any violation of Section 11-1.20, 11-1.30, 11-1.40, 11-1.50, 11-1.60, 

11-6, 11-8, 11-9, 11-11, 11-14, 11-14.3, 11-14.4, 11-15, 11-15.1, 11-16, 11-17, 11-17.1, 11-18, 11-18.1, 

11-19, 11-19.1, 11-19.2, 11-20.1, 11-20.1B, 11-20.3, 11-21, 11-30, 11-40, 12-13, 12-14, 12-14.1, 12-15, 
or 12-16 of the Criminal Code of 1961 or the Criminal Code of 2012, any violation of the Illinois 

Controlled Substances Act, any violation of the Cannabis Control Act, or any violation of the 

Methamphetamine Control and Community Protection Act results in conviction, a disposition of court 
supervision, or an order of probation granted under Section 10 of the Cannabis Control Act, Section 410 

of the Illinois Controlled Substance Act, or Section 70 of the Methamphetamine Control and Community 

Protection Act of a defendant, the court shall determine whether the defendant is employed by a facility 
or center as defined under the Child Care Act of 1969, a public or private elementary or secondary school, 

or otherwise works with children under 18 years of age on a daily basis. When a defendant is so employed, 

the court shall order the Clerk of the Court to send a copy of the judgment of conviction or order of 
supervision or probation to the defendant's employer by certified mail. If the employer of the defendant is 

a school, the Clerk of the Court shall direct the mailing of a copy of the judgment of conviction or order 

of supervision or probation to the appropriate regional superintendent of schools. The regional 
superintendent of schools shall notify the State Board of Education of any notification under this 

subsection.  

    (j-5) A defendant at least 17 years of age who is convicted of a felony and who has not been previously 
convicted of a misdemeanor or felony and who is sentenced to a term of imprisonment in the Illinois 

Department of Corrections shall as a condition of his or her sentence be required by the court to attend 

educational courses designed to prepare the defendant for a high school diploma and to work toward a 
high school diploma or to work toward passing the high school level Test of General Educational 

Development (GED) or to work toward completing a vocational training program offered by the 

Department of Corrections. If a defendant fails to complete the educational training required by his or her 
sentence during the term of incarceration, the Prisoner Review Board shall, as a condition of mandatory 

supervised release, require the defendant, at his or her own expense, to pursue a course of study toward a 

high school diploma or passage of the GED test. The Prisoner Review Board shall revoke the mandatory 
supervised release of a defendant who wilfully fails to comply with this subsection (j-5) upon his or her 

release from confinement in a penal institution while serving a mandatory supervised release term; 
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however, the inability of the defendant after making a good faith effort to obtain financial aid or pay for 
the educational training shall not be deemed a wilful failure to comply. The Prisoner Review Board shall 

recommit the defendant whose mandatory supervised release term has been revoked under this subsection 

(j-5) as provided in Section 3-3-9. This subsection (j-5) does not apply to a defendant who has a high 
school diploma or has successfully passed the GED test. This subsection (j-5) does not apply to a defendant 

who is determined by the court to be developmentally disabled or otherwise mentally incapable of 

completing the educational or vocational program.  
    (k) (Blank).  

    (l) (A) Except as provided in paragraph (C) of subsection (l), whenever a defendant, who is  

     

an alien as defined by the Immigration and Nationality Act, is convicted of any felony or misdemeanor 
offense, the court after sentencing the defendant may, upon motion of the State's Attorney, hold sentence 

in abeyance and remand the defendant to the custody of the Attorney General of the United States or 
his or her designated agent to be deported when: 

 

            (1) a final order of deportation has been issued against the defendant pursuant to  

         proceedings under the Immigration and Nationality Act, and 
 

            (2) the deportation of the defendant would not deprecate the seriousness of the  

         defendant's conduct and would not be inconsistent with the ends of justice. 
 

        Otherwise, the defendant shall be sentenced as provided in this Chapter V.  

        (B) If the defendant has already been sentenced for a felony or misdemeanor offense, or  

     

has been placed on probation under Section 10 of the Cannabis Control Act, Section 410 of the Illinois 

Controlled Substances Act, or Section 70 of the Methamphetamine Control and Community Protection 
Act, the court may, upon motion of the State's Attorney to suspend the sentence imposed, commit the 

defendant to the custody of the Attorney General of the United States or his or her designated agent 

when: 
 

            (1) a final order of deportation has been issued against the defendant pursuant to  

         proceedings under the Immigration and Nationality Act, and 
 

            (2) the deportation of the defendant would not deprecate the seriousness of the  
         defendant's conduct and would not be inconsistent with the ends of justice. 

 

        (C) This subsection (l) does not apply to offenders who are subject to the provisions of  

     paragraph (2) of subsection (a) of Section 3-6-3. 
 

        (D) Upon motion of the State's Attorney, if a defendant sentenced under this Section  

     

returns to the jurisdiction of the United States, the defendant shall be recommitted to the custody of the 

county from which he or she was sentenced. Thereafter, the defendant shall be brought before the 
sentencing court, which may impose any sentence that was available under Section 5-5-3 at the time of 

initial sentencing. In addition, the defendant shall not be eligible for additional sentence credit for good 

conduct as provided under Section 3-6-3. 
 

    (m) A person convicted of criminal defacement of property under Section 21-1.3 of the Criminal Code 

of 1961 or the Criminal Code of 2012, in which the property damage exceeds $300 and the property 

damaged is a school building, shall be ordered to perform community service that may include cleanup, 
removal, or painting over the defacement.  

    (n) The court may sentence a person convicted of a violation of Section 12-19, 12-21, 16-1.3, or 17-56, 

or subsection (a) or (b) of Section 12-4.4a, of the Criminal Code of 1961 or the Criminal Code of 2012 (i) 
to an impact incarceration program if the person is otherwise eligible for that program under Section 5-8-

1.1, (ii) to community service, or (iii) if the person is an addict or alcoholic, as defined in the Alcoholism 

and Other Drug Abuse and Dependency Act, to a substance or alcohol abuse program licensed under that 
Act. 

    (o) Whenever a person is convicted of a sex offense as defined in Section 2 of the Sex Offender 

Registration Act, the defendant's driver's license or permit shall be subject to renewal on an annual basis 
in accordance with the provisions of license renewal established by the Secretary of State.  

(Source: P.A. 96-348, eff. 8-12-09; 96-400, eff. 8-13-09; 96-829, eff. 12-3-09; 96-1200, eff. 7-22-10; 96-

1551, Article 1, Section 970, eff. 7-1-11; 96-1551, Article 2, Section 1065, eff. 7-1-11; 96-1551, Article 
10, Section 10-150, eff. 7-1-11; 97-159, eff. 7-21-11; 97-697, eff. 6-22-12; 97-917, eff. 8-9-12; 97-1108, 

eff. 1-1-13; 97-1109, eff. 1-1-13; 97-1150, eff. 1-25-13.)  

    (730 ILCS 5/5-8-1.2)  
    Sec. 5-8-1.2. County impact incarceration.  

    (a) Legislative intent. It is the finding of the General Assembly that certain non-violent offenders eligible 

for sentences of incarceration may benefit from the rehabilitative aspects of a county impact incarceration 
program. It is the intent of the General Assembly that such programs be implemented as provided by this 
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Section. This Section shall not be construed to allow violent offenders to participate in a county impact 
incarceration program.  

    (b) Under the direction of the Sheriff and with the approval of the County Board of Commissioners, the 

Sheriff, in any county with more than 3,000,000 inhabitants, may establish and operate a county impact 
incarceration program for eligible offenders. If the court finds under Section 5-4-1 that an offender 

convicted of a felony meets the eligibility requirements of the Sheriff's county impact incarceration 

program, the court may sentence the offender to the county impact incarceration program. The Sheriff 
shall be responsible for monitoring all offenders who are sentenced to the county impact incarceration 

program, including the mandatory period of monitored release following the 120 to 180 days of impact 

incarceration. Offenders assigned to the county impact incarceration program under an intergovernmental 
agreement between the county and the Illinois Department of Corrections are exempt from the provisions 

of this mandatory period of monitored release. In the event the offender is not accepted for placement in 
the county impact incarceration program, the court shall proceed to sentence the offender to any other 

disposition authorized by this Code. If the offender does not successfully complete the program, the 

offender's failure to do so shall constitute a violation of the sentence to the county impact incarceration 
program.  

    (c) In order to be eligible to be sentenced to a county impact incarceration program by the court, the 

person shall meet all of the following requirements:  

        (1) the person must be not less than 17 years of age nor more than 35 years of age;  

        (2) The person has not previously participated in the impact incarceration program and  

     
has not previously served more than one prior sentence of imprisonment for a felony in an adult 
correctional facility; 

 

        (3) The person has not been convicted of a Class X felony, first or second degree  

     

murder, armed violence, aggravated kidnapping, criminal sexual assault, aggravated criminal sexual 
abuse or a subsequent conviction for criminal sexual abuse, forcible detention, or arson , unlawful use 

or possession of weapons by felons or persons in the custody of the Department of Corrections facilities, 

or unlawful possession of a firearm by a street gang member and has not been convicted previously of 
any of those offenses. 

 

        (4) The person has been found in violation of probation for an offense that is a Class  

     

2, 3, or 4 felony that is not a forcible felony as defined in Section 2-8 of the Criminal Code of 2012 or 
a violent crime as defined in subsection (c) of Section 3 of the Rights of Crime Victims and Witnesses 

Act who otherwise could be sentenced to a term of incarceration; or the person is convicted of an offense 

that is a Class 2, 3, or 4 felony that is not a forcible felony as defined in Section 2-8 of the Criminal 
Code of 2012 or a violent crime as defined in subsection (c) of Section 3 of the Rights of Crime Victims 

and Witnesses Act who has previously served a sentence of probation for any felony offense and who 

otherwise could be sentenced to a term of incarceration. 
 

        (5) The person must be physically able to participate in strenuous physical activities  

     or labor. 
 

        (6) The person must not have any mental disorder or disability that would prevent  
     participation in a county impact incarceration program. 

 

        (7) The person was recommended and approved for placement in the county impact  

     

incarceration program by the Sheriff and consented in writing to participation in the county impact 
incarceration program and to the terms and conditions of the program. The Sheriff may consider, among 

other matters, whether the person has any outstanding detainers or warrants, whether the person has a 

history of escaping or absconding, whether participation in the county impact incarceration program 
may pose a risk to the safety or security of any person and whether space is available. 

 

    (c) The county impact incarceration program shall include, among other matters, mandatory physical 

training and labor, military formation and drills, regimented activities, uniformity of dress and appearance, 
education and counseling, including drug counseling where appropriate.  

    (d) Privileges including visitation, commissary, receipt and retention of property and publications and 

access to television, radio, and a library may be suspended or restricted, notwithstanding provisions to the 
contrary in this Code.  

    (e) The Sheriff shall issue written rules and requirements for the program. Persons shall be informed of 

rules of behavior and conduct. Persons participating in the county impact incarceration program shall 
adhere to all rules and all requirements of the program.  

    (f) Participation in the county impact incarceration program shall be for a period of 120 to 180 days 

followed by a mandatory term of monitored release for at least 8 months and no more than 12 months 
supervised by the Sheriff. The period of time a person shall serve in the impact incarceration program shall 
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not be reduced by the accumulation of good time. The court may also sentence the person to a period of 
probation to commence at the successful completion of the county impact incarceration program.  

    (g) If the person successfully completes the county impact incarceration program, the Sheriff shall 

certify the person's successful completion of the program to the court and to the county's State's Attorney. 
Upon successful completion of the county impact incarceration program and mandatory term of monitored 

release and if there is an additional period of probation given, the person shall at that time begin his or her 

probationary sentence under the supervision of the Adult Probation Department.  
    (h) A person may be removed from the county impact incarceration program for a violation of the terms 

or conditions of the program or in the event he or she is for any reason unable to participate. The failure 

to complete the program for any reason, including the 8 to 12 month monitored release period, shall be 
deemed a violation of the county impact incarceration sentence. The Sheriff shall give notice to the State's 

Attorney of the person's failure to complete the program. The Sheriff shall file a petition for violation of 
the county impact incarceration sentence with the court and the State's Attorney may proceed on the 

petition under Section 5-6-4 of this Code. The Sheriff shall promulgate rules and regulations governing 

conduct which could result in removal from the program or in a determination that the person has not 
successfully completed the program.  

    The mandatory conditions of every county impact incarceration sentence shall include that the person 

either while in the program or during the period of monitored release:  

        (1) not violate any criminal statute of any jurisdiction;  

        (2) report or appear in person before any such person or agency as directed by the court  

     or the Sheriff; 
 

        (3) refrain from possessing a firearm or other dangerous weapon;  

        (4) not leave the State without the consent of the court or, in circumstances in which  

     
the reason for the absence is of such an emergency nature that prior consent by the court is not possible, 
without the prior notification and approval of the Sheriff; and 

 

        (5) permit representatives of the Sheriff to visit at the person's home or elsewhere to  

     
the extent necessary for the Sheriff to monitor compliance with the program. Persons shall have access 
to such rules, which shall provide that a person shall receive notice of any such violation. 

 

    (i) The Sheriff may terminate the county impact incarceration program at any time.  

    (j) The Sheriff shall report to the county board on or before September 30th of each year on the county 
impact incarceration program, including the composition of the program by the offenders, by county of 

commitment, sentence, age, offense, and race.  

(Source: P.A. 97-1150, eff. 1-25-13.)".  

AMENDMENT NO. 6 TO SENATE BILL 1342 

      AMENDMENT NO.   6   . Amend Senate Bill 1342, AS AMENDED, by replacing everything after 
the enacting clause with the following:  

  

    "Section 5. The Criminal Code of 2012 is amended by changing Sections 14-1, 14-2, 14-3, 14-4, and 
14-5 as follows: 

    (720 ILCS 5/14-1) (from Ch. 38, par. 14-1)  

    Sec. 14-1. Definitions Definition.  
    (a) Eavesdropping device.  

    An eavesdropping device is any device capable of being used to hear or record oral conversation or 

intercept, retain, or transcribe electronic communications whether such conversation or electronic 
communication is conducted in person, by telephone, or by any other means; Provided, however, that this 

definition shall not include devices used for the restoration of the deaf or hard-of-hearing to normal or 

partial hearing.  
    (b) Eavesdropper.  

    An eavesdropper is any person, including any law enforcement officer and any party to a private 

conversation officers, who is a principal, as defined in this Article, or who operates or participates in the 
operation of any eavesdropping device contrary to the provisions of this Article or who acts as a principal, 

as defined in this Article.  

    (c) Principal.  
    A principal is any person who:  

        (1) Knowingly employs another who illegally uses an eavesdropping device in the course  

     of such employment; or 
 

        (2) Knowingly derives any benefit or information from the illegal use of an  

     eavesdropping device by another; or 
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        (3) Directs another to use an eavesdropping device illegally on his or her behalf.  
    (d) Private conversation Conversation.  

    For the purposes of this Article, "private the term conversation " means any oral communication between 

2 or more persons, whether in person or transmitted between the parties by wire or other means, when 
regardless of whether one or more of the parties intended the their communication to be of a private nature 

under circumstances reasonably justifying that expectation. A reasonable expectation shall include any 

expectation recognized by law, including, but not limited to, an expectation derived from a privilege, 
immunity, or right established by common law, Supreme Court rule, or the Illinois or United States 

Constitution.  

    (e) Private electronic Electronic communication.  
    For purposes of this Article, the term "private electronic communication" means any transfer of signs, 

signals, writing, images, sounds, data, or intelligence of any nature transmitted in whole or part by a wire, 
radio, pager, computer, electromagnetic, photo electronic or photo optical system, when where the sending 

or and receiving party intends parties intend the electronic communication to be private under 

circumstances reasonably justifying that expectation. A reasonable expectation shall include any 
expectation recognized by law, including, but not limited to, an expectation derived from a privilege, 

immunity, or right established by common law, Supreme Court rule, or the Illinois or United States 

Constitution and the interception, recording, or transcription of the electronic communication is 

accomplished by a device in a surreptitious manner contrary to the provisions of this Article. Electronic 

communication does not include any communication from a tracking device. 

    (f) Bait car. 
    For purposes of this Article, "bait car" the term bait car means any motor vehicle that is not occupied 

by a law enforcement officer and is used by a law enforcement agency to deter, detect, identify, and assist 

in the apprehension of an auto theft suspect in the act of stealing a motor vehicle.  
    (g) Surreptitious. 

    For purposes of this Article, "surreptitious" means obtained or made by stealth or deception, or executed 

through secrecy or concealment.  
(Source: P.A. 95-258, eff. 1-1-08.)  

    (720 ILCS 5/14-2) (from Ch. 38, par. 14-2)  

    Sec. 14-2. Elements of the offense; affirmative defense.  
    (a) A person commits eavesdropping when he or she knowingly and intentionally:  

        (1) Uses Knowingly and intentionally uses an eavesdropping device , in a surreptitious manner, for 

the purpose of overhearing, transmitting, hearing or recording all or any part of any private  

     

conversation to which he or she is not a party or intercepts, retains, or transcribes electronic 

communication unless he or she does so (A) with the consent of all of the parties to the private such 

conversation or electronic communication or (B) in accordance with Article 108A or Article 108B of 
the "Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963", approved August 14, 1963, as amended; or 

 

        (2) Uses an eavesdropping device, in a surreptitious manner, for the purpose of transmitting or 

recording all or any part of any private conversation to which he or she is a party unless he or she does so 
with the consent of all other parties to the private conversation; 

        (3) Intercepts, records, or transcribes, in a surreptitious manner, any private electronic communication 

to which he or she is not a party unless he or she does so with the consent of all parties to the private 
electronic communication;  

        (4) (2) Manufactures, assembles, distributes, or possesses any electronic, mechanical,  

     

eavesdropping, or other device knowing that or having reason to know that the design of the device 
renders it primarily useful for the purpose of the surreptitious overhearing, transmitting, hearing or 

recording of private oral conversations or the interception, retention, or transcription of private 

electronic communications and the intended or actual use of the device is contrary to the provisions of 
this Article; or 

 

        (5) (3) Uses or discloses divulges, except as authorized by this Article or by Article 108A or 108B of 

the "Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963", approved August 14, 1963, as amended, any information which 
he or she knows or reasonably should know was obtained from a private conversation or private electronic 

communication in violation of this Article, unless he or she does so with the consent of all of the parties. 

    (a-5) It does not constitute a violation of this Article to surreptitiously use an eavesdropping device to 
overhear, transmit, or record a private conversation, or to surreptitiously intercept, record, or transcribe a 

private electronic communication, if the overhearing, transmitting, recording, interception, or transcription 

is done in accordance with Article 108A or Article 108B of the Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963. 
through the use of an eavesdropping device.  
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    (b) It is an affirmative defense to a charge brought under this Article relating to the interception of a 
privileged communication that the person charged:  

        1. was a law enforcement officer acting pursuant to an order of interception, entered  

     pursuant to Section 108A-1 or 108B-5 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963; and 
 

        2. at the time the communication was intercepted, the officer was unaware that the  

     communication was privileged; and 
 

        3. stopped the interception within a reasonable time after discovering that the  
     communication was privileged; and 

 

        4. did not disclose the contents of the communication.  

    (c) It is not unlawful for a manufacturer or a supplier of eavesdropping devices, or a provider of wire or 
electronic communication services, their agents, employees, contractors, or venders to manufacture, 

assemble, sell, or possess an eavesdropping device within the normal course of their business for purposes 
not contrary to this Article or for law enforcement officers and employees of the Illinois Department of 

Corrections to manufacture, assemble, purchase, or possess an eavesdropping device in preparation for or 

within the course of their official duties.  
    (d) The interception, recording, or transcription of an electronic communication by an employee of a 

penal institution is not prohibited under this Act, provided that the interception, recording, or transcription 

is:  

        (1) otherwise legally permissible under Illinois law;  

        (2) conducted with the approval of the penal institution for the purpose of  

     
investigating or enforcing a State criminal law or a penal institution rule or regulation with respect to 
inmates in the institution; and 

 

        (3) within the scope of the employee's official duties. 

    For the purposes of this subsection (d), "penal institution" has the meaning ascribed to it in clause (c)(1) 
of Section 31A-1.1.  

(Source: P.A. 94-183, eff. 1-1-06.)  

    (720 ILCS 5/14-3)  
    Sec. 14-3. Exemptions. The following activities shall be exempt from the provisions of this Article: 

    (a) Listening to radio, wireless electronic communications, and television communications of any sort 

where the same are publicly made; 
    (b) Hearing conversation when heard by employees of any common carrier by wire incidental to the 

normal course of their employment in the operation, maintenance or repair of the equipment of such 

common carrier by wire so long as no information obtained thereby is used or divulged by the hearer; 
    (c) Any broadcast by radio, television or otherwise whether it be a broadcast or recorded for the purpose 

of later broadcasts of any function where the public is in attendance and the conversations are overheard 

incidental to the main purpose for which such broadcasts are then being made; 
    (d) Recording or listening with the aid of any device to any emergency communication made in the 

normal course of operations by any federal, state or local law enforcement agency or institutions dealing 

in emergency services, including, but not limited to, hospitals, clinics, ambulance services, fire fighting 
agencies, any public utility, emergency repair facility, civilian defense establishment or military 

installation; 

    (e) Recording the proceedings of any meeting required to be open by the Open Meetings Act, as 
amended; 

    (f) Recording or listening with the aid of any device to incoming telephone calls of phone lines publicly 

listed or advertised as consumer "hotlines" by manufacturers or retailers of food and drug products. Such 
recordings must be destroyed, erased or turned over to local law enforcement authorities within 24 hours 

from the time of such recording and shall not be otherwise disseminated. Failure on the part of the 

individual or business operating any such recording or listening device to comply with the requirements 
of this subsection shall eliminate any civil or criminal immunity conferred upon that individual or business 

by the operation of this Section; 

    (g) With prior notification to the State's Attorney of the county in which it is to occur, recording or 
listening with the aid of any device to any conversation where a law enforcement officer, or any person 

acting at the direction of law enforcement, is a party to the conversation and has consented to it being 

intercepted or recorded under circumstances where the use of the device is necessary for the protection of 
the law enforcement officer or any person acting at the direction of law enforcement, in the course of an 

investigation of a forcible felony, a felony offense of involuntary servitude, involuntary sexual servitude 

of a minor, or trafficking in persons under Section 10-9 of this Code, an offense involving prostitution, 
solicitation of a sexual act, or pandering, a felony violation of the Illinois Controlled Substances Act, a 

felony violation of the Cannabis Control Act, a felony violation of the Methamphetamine Control and 
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Community Protection Act, any "streetgang related" or "gang-related" felony as those terms are defined 
in the Illinois Streetgang Terrorism Omnibus Prevention Act, or any felony offense involving any weapon 

listed in paragraphs (1) through (11) of subsection (a) of Section 24-1 of this Code. Any recording or 

evidence derived as the result of this exemption shall be inadmissible in any proceeding, criminal, civil or 
administrative, except (i) where a party to the conversation suffers great bodily injury or is killed during 

such conversation, or (ii) when used as direct impeachment of a witness concerning matters contained in 

the interception or recording. The Director of the Department of State Police shall issue regulations as are 
necessary concerning the use of devices, retention of tape recordings, and reports regarding their use; 

    (g-5) (Blank); With approval of the State's Attorney of the county in which it is to occur, recording or 

listening with the aid of any device to any conversation where a law enforcement officer, or any person 
acting at the direction of law enforcement, is a party to the conversation and has consented to it being 

intercepted or recorded in the course of an investigation of any offense defined in Article 29D of this Code. 
In all such cases, an application for an order approving the previous or continuing use of an eavesdropping 

device must be made within 48 hours of the commencement of such use. In the absence of such an order, 

or upon its denial, any continuing use shall immediately terminate. The Director of State Police shall issue 
rules as are necessary concerning the use of devices, retention of tape recordings, and reports regarding 

their use. 

    Any recording or evidence obtained or derived in the course of an investigation of any offense defined 

in Article 29D of this Code shall, upon motion of the State's Attorney or Attorney General prosecuting 

any violation of Article 29D, be reviewed in camera with notice to all parties present by the court presiding 

over the criminal case, and, if ruled by the court to be relevant and otherwise admissible, it shall be 
admissible at the trial of the criminal case. 

    This subsection (g-5) is inoperative on and after January 1, 2005. No conversations recorded or 

monitored pursuant to this subsection (g-5) shall be inadmissible in a court of law by virtue of the repeal 
of this subsection (g-5) on January 1, 2005; 

    (g-6) With approval of the State's Attorney of the county in which it is to occur, recording or listening 

with the aid of any device to any conversation where a law enforcement officer, or any person acting at 
the direction of law enforcement, is a party to the conversation and has consented to it being intercepted 

or recorded in the course of an investigation of involuntary servitude, involuntary sexual servitude of a 

minor, trafficking in persons, child pornography, aggravated child pornography, indecent solicitation of a 
child, child abduction, luring of a minor, sexual exploitation of a child, predatory criminal sexual assault 

of a child, aggravated criminal sexual abuse in which the victim of the offense was at the time of the 

commission of the offense under 18 years of age, or criminal sexual abuse by force or threat of force in 
which the victim of the offense was at the time of the commission of the offense under 18 years of age , 

or aggravated criminal sexual assault in which the victim of the offense was at the time of the commission 

of the offense under 18 years of age. In all such cases, an application for an order approving the previous 
or continuing use of an eavesdropping device must be made within 48 hours of the commencement of such 

use. In the absence of such an order, or upon its denial, any continuing use shall immediately terminate. 

The Director of State Police shall issue rules as are necessary concerning the use of devices, retention of 
recordings, and reports regarding their use. Any recording or evidence obtained or derived in the course 

of an investigation of involuntary servitude, involuntary sexual servitude of a minor, trafficking in persons, 

child pornography, aggravated child pornography, indecent solicitation of a child, child abduction, luring 
of a minor, sexual exploitation of a child, predatory criminal sexual assault of a child, aggravated criminal 

sexual abuse in which the victim of the offense was at the time of the commission of the offense under 18 

years of age, or criminal sexual abuse by force or threat of force in which the victim of the offense was at 
the time of the commission of the offense under 18 years of age , or aggravated criminal sexual assault in 

which the victim of the offense was at the time of the commission of the offense under 18 years of age 

shall, upon motion of the State's Attorney or Attorney General prosecuting any case involving involuntary 
servitude, involuntary sexual servitude of a minor, trafficking in persons, child pornography, aggravated 

child pornography, indecent solicitation of a child, child abduction, luring of a minor, sexual exploitation 

of a child, predatory criminal sexual assault of a child, aggravated criminal sexual abuse in which the 
victim of the offense was at the time of the commission of the offense under 18 years of age, or criminal 

sexual abuse by force or threat of force in which the victim of the offense was at the time of the commission 

of the offense under 18 years of age , or aggravated criminal sexual assault in which the victim of the 
offense was at the time of the commission of the offense under 18 years of age, be reviewed in camera 

with notice to all parties present by the court presiding over the criminal case, and, if ruled by the court to 

be relevant and otherwise admissible, it shall be admissible at the trial of the criminal case. Absent such a 
ruling, any such recording or evidence shall not be admissible at the trial of the criminal case; 
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    (h) Recordings made simultaneously with the use of an in-car video camera recording of an oral 
conversation between a uniformed peace officer, who has identified his or her office, and a person in the 

presence of the peace officer whenever (i) an officer assigned a patrol vehicle is conducting an enforcement 

stop; or (ii) patrol vehicle emergency lights are activated or would otherwise be activated if not for the 
need to conceal the presence of law enforcement. 

    For the purposes of this subsection (h), "enforcement stop" means an action by a law enforcement officer 

in relation to enforcement and investigation duties, including but not limited to, traffic stops, pedestrian 
stops, abandoned vehicle contacts, motorist assists, commercial motor vehicle stops, roadside safety 

checks, requests for identification, or responses to requests for emergency assistance; 

    (h-5) Recordings of utterances made by a person while in the presence of a uniformed peace officer and 
while an occupant of a police vehicle including, but not limited to, (i) recordings made simultaneously 

with the use of an in-car video camera and (ii) recordings made in the presence of the peace officer utilizing 
video or audio systems, or both, authorized by the law enforcement agency; 

    (h-10) Recordings made simultaneously with a video camera recording during the use of a taser or 

similar weapon or device by a peace officer if the weapon or device is equipped with such camera; 
    (h-15) Recordings made under subsection (h), (h-5), or (h-10) shall be retained by the law enforcement 

agency that employs the peace officer who made the recordings for a storage period of 90 days, unless the 

recordings are made as a part of an arrest or the recordings are deemed evidence in any criminal, civil, or 

administrative proceeding and then the recordings must only be destroyed upon a final disposition and an 

order from the court. Under no circumstances shall any recording be altered or erased prior to the 

expiration of the designated storage period. Upon completion of the storage period, the recording medium 
may be erased and reissued for operational use; 

    (i) Recording of a conversation made by or at the request of a person, not a law enforcement officer or 

agent of a law enforcement officer, who is a party to the conversation, under reasonable suspicion that 
another party to the conversation is committing, is about to commit, or has committed a criminal offense 

against the person or a member of his or her immediate household, and there is reason to believe that 

evidence of the criminal offense may be obtained by the recording; 
    (j) The use of a telephone monitoring device by either (1) a corporation or other business entity engaged 

in marketing or opinion research or (2) a corporation or other business entity engaged in telephone 

solicitation, as defined in this subsection, to record or listen to oral telephone solicitation conversations or 
marketing or opinion research conversations by an employee of the corporation or other business entity 

when: 

        (i) the monitoring is used for the purpose of service quality control of marketing or  

     

opinion research or telephone solicitation, the education or training of employees or contractors engaged 

in marketing or opinion research or telephone solicitation, or internal research related to marketing or 

opinion research or telephone solicitation; and 
 

        (ii) the monitoring is used with the consent of at least one person who is an active  

     
party to the marketing or opinion research conversation or telephone solicitation conversation being 

monitored. 
 

    No communication or conversation or any part, portion, or aspect of the communication or conversation 

made, acquired, or obtained, directly or indirectly, under this exemption (j), may be, directly or indirectly, 

furnished to any law enforcement officer, agency, or official for any purpose or used in any inquiry or 
investigation, or used, directly or indirectly, in any administrative, judicial, or other proceeding, or 

divulged to any third party. 

    When recording or listening authorized by this subsection (j) on telephone lines used for marketing or 
opinion research or telephone solicitation purposes results in recording or listening to a conversation that 

does not relate to marketing or opinion research or telephone solicitation; the person recording or listening 

shall, immediately upon determining that the conversation does not relate to marketing or opinion research 
or telephone solicitation, terminate the recording or listening and destroy any such recording as soon as is 

practicable. 

    Business entities that use a telephone monitoring or telephone recording system pursuant to this 
exemption (j) shall provide current and prospective employees with notice that the monitoring or 

recordings may occur during the course of their employment. The notice shall include prominent signage 

notification within the workplace. 
    Business entities that use a telephone monitoring or telephone recording system pursuant to this 

exemption (j) shall provide their employees or agents with access to personal-only telephone lines which 

may be pay telephones, that are not subject to telephone monitoring or telephone recording. 
    For the purposes of this subsection (j), "telephone solicitation" means a communication through the use 

of a telephone by live operators: 
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        (i) soliciting the sale of goods or services; 
        (ii) receiving orders for the sale of goods or services; 

        (iii) assisting in the use of goods or services; or 

        (iv) engaging in the solicitation, administration, or collection of bank or retail  
     credit accounts. 

 

    For the purposes of this subsection (j), "marketing or opinion research" means a marketing or opinion 

research interview conducted by a live telephone interviewer engaged by a corporation or other business 
entity whose principal business is the design, conduct, and analysis of polls and surveys measuring the 

opinions, attitudes, and responses of respondents toward products and services, or social or political issues, 

or both; 
    (k) Electronic recordings, including but not limited to, a motion picture, videotape, digital, or other 

visual or audio recording, made of a custodial interrogation of an individual at a police station or other 
place of detention by a law enforcement officer under Section 5-401.5 of the Juvenile Court Act of 1987 

or Section 103-2.1 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963; 

    (l) Recording the interview or statement of any person when the person knows that the interview is 
being conducted by a law enforcement officer or prosecutor and the interview takes place at a police station 

that is currently participating in the Custodial Interview Pilot Program established under the Illinois 

Criminal Justice Information Act; 

    (m) An electronic recording, including but not limited to, a motion picture, videotape, digital, or other 

visual or audio recording, made of the interior of a school bus while the school bus is being used in the 

transportation of students to and from school and school-sponsored activities, when the school board has 
adopted a policy authorizing such recording, notice of such recording policy is included in student 

handbooks and other documents including the policies of the school, notice of the policy regarding 

recording is provided to parents of students, and notice of such recording is clearly posted on the door of 
and inside the school bus.  

    Recordings made pursuant to this subsection (m) shall be confidential records and may only be used by 

school officials (or their designees) and law enforcement personnel for investigations, school disciplinary 
actions and hearings, proceedings under the Juvenile Court Act of 1987, and criminal prosecutions, related 

to incidents occurring in or around the school bus;  

    (n) Recording or listening to an audio transmission from a microphone placed by a person under the 
authority of a law enforcement agency inside a bait car surveillance vehicle while simultaneously capturing 

a photographic or video image;  

    (o) The use of an eavesdropping camera or audio device during an ongoing hostage or barricade situation 
by a law enforcement officer or individual acting on behalf of a law enforcement officer when the use of 

such device is necessary to protect the safety of the general public, hostages, or law enforcement officers 

or anyone acting on their behalf;  
    (p) Recording or listening with the aid of any device to incoming telephone calls of phone lines publicly 

listed or advertised as the "CPS Violence Prevention Hotline", but only where the notice of recording is 

given at the beginning of each call as required by Section 34-21.8 of the School Code. The recordings may 
be retained only by the Chicago Police Department or other law enforcement authorities, and shall not be 

otherwise retained or disseminated;  

    (q)(1) With prior request to and written or verbal approval of the State's Attorney of the county in which 
the conversation is anticipated to occur, recording or listening with the aid of an eavesdropping device to 

a conversation in which a law enforcement officer, or any person acting at the direction of a law 

enforcement officer, is a party to the conversation and has consented to the conversation being intercepted 
or recorded in the course of an investigation of a qualified drug offense. The State's Attorney may grant 

this verbal approval only after determining that reasonable cause exists to believe that inculpatory 

conversations concerning a qualified drug offense will occur with be committed by a specified individual 
or individuals within a designated period of time. 

    (2) Request for approval. To invoke the exception contained in this subsection (q), a law enforcement 

officer shall make a written or verbal request for approval to the appropriate State's Attorney. The request 
may be written or verbal; however, a written memorialization of the request must be made by the State's 

Attorney. This request for approval shall include whatever information is deemed necessary by the State's 

Attorney but shall include, at a minimum, the following information about each specified individual whom 
the law enforcement officer believes will commit a qualified drug offense: 

        (A) his or her full or partial name, nickname or alias; 

        (B) a physical description; or 
        (C) failing either (A) or (B) of this paragraph (2), any other supporting information  
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known to the law enforcement officer at the time of the request that gives rise to reasonable cause to 
believe that the specified individual will participate in an inculpatory conversation concerning a 

qualified commit a drug offense. 
 

    (3) Limitations on verbal approval. Each written verbal approval by the State's Attorney under this 
subsection (q) shall be limited to: 

        (A) a recording or interception conducted by a specified law enforcement officer or  

     person acting at the direction of a law enforcement officer; 
 

        (B) recording or intercepting conversations with the individuals specified in the  

     

request for approval, provided that the verbal approval shall be deemed to include the recording or 

intercepting of conversations with other individuals, unknown to the law enforcement officer at the time 
of the request for approval, who are acting in conjunction with or as co-conspirators with the individuals 

specified in the request for approval in the commission of a qualified drug offense; 
 

        (C) a reasonable period of time but in no event longer than 24 consecutive hours; . 

        (D) the written request for approval, if applicable, or the written memorialization must be filed, along 

with the written approval, with the circuit clerk of the jurisdiction on the next business day following the 
expiration of the authorized period of time, and shall be subject to review by the Chief Judge or his or her 

designee as deemed appropriate by the court. 

    (3.5) The written memorialization of the request for approval and the written approval by the State's 

Attorney may be in any format, including via facsimile, email, or otherwise, so long as it is capable of 

being filed with the circuit clerk.  

    (3.10) Beginning March 1, 2015, each State's Attorney shall annually submit a report to the General 
Assembly disclosing: 

        (A) the number of requests for each qualified offense for approval under this subsection; and 

        (B) the number of approvals for each qualified offense given by the State's Attorney.  
    (4) Admissibility of evidence. No part of the contents of any wire, electronic, or oral communication 

that has been recorded or intercepted as a result of this exception may be received in evidence in any trial, 

hearing, or other proceeding in or before any court, grand jury, department, officer, agency, regulatory 
body, legislative committee, or other authority of this State, or a political subdivision of the State, other 

than in a prosecution of: 

        (A) the qualified a drug offense for which approval was given to record or intercept a conversation 
under this subsection (q); 

        (B) a forcible felony committed directly in the course of the investigation of the qualified a drug 

offense  
     for which verbal approval was given to record or intercept a conversation under this subsection (q); or 

 

        (C) any other forcible felony committed while the recording or interception was approved  

     

in accordance with this subsection Section (q), but for this specific category of prosecutions, only if the 
law enforcement officer or person acting at the direction of a law enforcement officer who has consented 

to the conversation being intercepted or recorded suffers great bodily injury or is killed during the 

commission of the charged forcible felony. 
 

    (5) Compliance with the provisions of this subsection is a prerequisite to the admissibility in evidence 

of any part of the contents of any wire, electronic or oral communication that has been intercepted as a 

result of this exception, but nothing in this subsection shall be deemed to prevent a court from otherwise 
excluding the evidence on any other ground recognized by State or federal law, nor shall anything in this 

subsection be deemed to prevent a court from independently reviewing the admissibility of the evidence 

for compliance with the Fourth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution or with Article I, Section 6 of the 
Illinois Constitution. 

    (6) Use of recordings or intercepts unrelated to qualified drug offenses. Whenever any private 

conversation or private electronic wire, electronic, or oral communication has been recorded or intercepted 
as a result of this exception that is not related to an offense for which the recording or intercept is 

admissible under paragraph (4) of this subsection (q) a drug offense or a forcible felony committed in the 

course of a drug offense, no part of the contents of the communication and evidence derived from the 
communication may be received in evidence in any trial, hearing, or other proceeding in or before any 

court, grand jury, department, officer, agency, regulatory body, legislative committee, or other authority 

of this State, or a political subdivision of the State, nor may it be publicly disclosed in any way. 
    (6.5) The Department of State Police shall adopt rules as are necessary concerning the use of devices, 

retention of recordings, and reports regarding their use under this subsection (q).  

    (7) Definitions. For the purposes of this subsection (q) only: 
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        "Drug offense" includes and is limited to a felony violation of one of the following: (A) the Illinois 
Controlled Substances Act, (B) the Cannabis Control Act, and (C) the Methamphetamine Control and 

Community Protection Act. 

        "Forcible felony" includes and is limited to those offenses contained in Section 2-8 of  

     
the Criminal Code of 1961 as of the effective date of this amendatory Act of the 97th General Assembly, 

and only as those offenses have been defined by law or judicial interpretation as of that date. 
 

        "Qualified offense" means and is limited to: 
            (A) a felony violation of the Cannabis Control Act, the Illinois Controlled Substances Act, or the 

Methamphetamine Control and Community Protection Act, except for violations of: 

                (i) Section 4 of the Cannabis Control Act; 
                (ii) Section 402 of the Illinois Controlled Substances Act; and 

                (iii) Section 60 of the Methamphetamine Control and Community Protection Act; and 
            (B) first degree murder, solicitation of murder for hire, predatory criminal sexual assault of a child, 

criminal sexual assault, aggravated criminal sexual assault, aggravated arson, kidnapping, aggravated 

kidnapping, child abduction, trafficking in persons, involuntary servitude, involuntary sexual servitude of 
a minor, or gunrunning.  

        "State's Attorney" includes and is limited to the State's Attorney or an assistant  

     
State's Attorney designated by the State's Attorney to provide verbal approval to record or intercept 

conversations under this subsection (q). 
 

    (8) Sunset. This subsection (q) is inoperative on and after January 1, 2018 2015. No conversations 

intercepted pursuant to this subsection (q), while operative, shall be inadmissible in a court of law by virtue 
of the inoperability of this subsection (q) on January 1, 2018 2015 .  

    (9) Recordings, records, and custody. Any private conversation or private electronic communication 

intercepted by a law enforcement officer or a person acting at the direction of law enforcement shall, if 
practicable, be recorded in such a way as will protect the recording from editing or other alteration. Any 

and all original recordings made under this subsection (q) shall be inventoried without unnecessary delay 

pursuant to the law enforcement agency's policies for inventorying evidence. The original recordings shall 
not be destroyed except upon an order of a court of competent jurisdiction; and  

    (r) Electronic recordings, including but not limited to, motion picture, videotape, digital, or other visual 

or audio recording, made of a lineup under Section 107A-2 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963.  
(Source: P.A. 97-333, eff. 8-12-11; 97-846, eff. 1-1-13; 97-897, eff. 1-1-13; 98-463, eff. 8-16-13; 98-1014, 

eff. 1-1-15.) 

    (720 ILCS 5/14-4) (from Ch. 38, par. 14-4)  
    Sec. 14-4. Sentence.  

    (a) Eavesdropping, for a first offense, is a Class 4 felony and, for a second or subsequent offense, is a 

Class 3 felony.  
    (b) The eavesdropping of an oral conversation or an electronic communication of between any law 

enforcement officer, State's Attorney, Assistant State's Attorney, the Attorney General, Assistant Attorney 

General, or a judge, while in the performance of his or her official duties, if not authorized by this Article 
or proper court order, is a Class 3 felony, and for a second or subsequent offenses, is a Class 2 felony 1 

felony.  

(Source: P.A. 91-357, eff. 7-29-99; 91-657, eff. 1-1-00.)  
    (720 ILCS 5/14-5) (from Ch. 38, par. 14-5)  

    Sec. 14-5. Evidence inadmissible.  

    Any evidence obtained in violation of this Article is not admissible in any civil or criminal trial, or any 
administrative or legislative inquiry or proceeding, nor in any grand jury proceedings; provided, however, 

that so much of the contents of an alleged unlawfully intercepted, overheard or recorded conversation as 

is clearly relevant, as determined as a matter of law by the court in chambers, to the proof of such allegation 
may be admitted into evidence in any criminal trial or grand jury proceeding brought against any person 

charged with violating any provision of this Article. Nothing in this Section bars admission of evidence if 

all parties to the private conversation or private electronic communication consent to admission of the 
evidence.  

(Source: Laws 1965, p. 3198.)  

  
    Section 97. Severability. The provisions of this Act are severable under Section 1.31 of the Statute on 

Statutes. 

   
    Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon becoming law.".  
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 Under the rules, the foregoing Senate Bill No. 1342, with House Amendments numbered 3 and 6, 
was referred to the Secretary’s Desk. 

 

A message from the House by 
Mr. Mapes, Clerk: 

Mr. President  --  I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has 

concurred with the Senate in the passage of bills of the following titles, to-wit: 
SENATE BILL NO. 2677 

A bill for AN ACT concerning revenue. 

SENATE BILL NO. 3341 
A bill for AN ACT concerning local government. 

Passed the House, December 3, 2014. 
   

TIMOTHY D. MAPES, Clerk of the House 

 

A message from the House by 

Mr. Mapes, Clerk: 

Mr. President  --  I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has 

concurred with the Senate in the adoption of the following joint resolution, to-wit: 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 42 

Concurred in by the House, December 3, 2014. 
   

TIMOTHY D. MAPES, Clerk of the House 

 
A message from the House by 

Mr. Mapes, Clerk: 

Mr. President  --  I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has 
concurred with the Senate in the adoption of the following joint resolution, to-wit: 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 76 

Concurred in by the House, December 3, 2014. 
   

TIMOTHY D. MAPES, Clerk of the House 

 

A message from the House by 

Mr. Mapes, Clerk: 

Mr. President  --  I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has 
concurred with the Senate in the adoption of the following joint resolution, to-wit: 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 79 

Concurred in by the House, December 3, 2014. 
   

TIMOTHY D. MAPES, Clerk of the House 

 

A message from the House by 

Mr. Mapes, Clerk: 

Mr. President  --  I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has 
passed a bill of the following title, in the passage of which I am instructed to ask the concurrence of the 

Senate, to-wit:  

HOUSE BILL NO. 162 
A bill for AN ACT concerning civil law. 

Passed the House, December 3, 2014. 

   
TIMOTHY D. MAPES, Clerk of the House 

 

 The foregoing House Bill No. 162 was taken up, ordered printed and placed on first reading. 

 

A message from the House by 

Mr. Mapes, Clerk: 
Mr. President  --  I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives has 

concurred with the Senate in the adoption of their amendments to a bill of the following title, to-wit:  
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HOUSE BILL 3834 
A bill for AN ACT concerning State government.  

Which amendments are as follows:  

Senate Amendment No. 1 to HOUSE BILL NO. 3834 
Senate Amendment No. 2 to HOUSE BILL NO. 3834 

Concurred in by the House, December 3, 2014. 

   
TIMOTHY D. MAPES, Clerk of the House 

 

 

READING BILL FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES A FIRST TIME 

 

  House Bill No. 162, sponsored by Senator Steans, was taken up, read by title a first time and 

referred to the Committee on Assignments. 

 

 

JOINT ACTION MOTION FILED 

 

 The following Joint Action Motion to the Senate Bill listed below has been filed with the Secretary 

and referred to the Committee on Assignments: 

 
 Motion to Concur in House Amendments 3 and 6 to Senate Bill 1342 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILLS ON  

SECRETARY’S DESK 

 

 On motion of Senator Biss, Senate Bill No. 2758, with House Amendments numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 

6, 7 and 8 on the Secretary’s Desk, was taken up for immediate consideration. 

 Senator Biss moved that the Senate concur with the House in the adoption of their amendments to 
said bill. 

 And on that motion, a call of the roll was had resulting as follows: 

 
  YEAS 30; NAYS 25; Present 2. 

 

 The following voted in the affirmative: 
 

Bertino-Tarrant Frerichs Kotowski Raoul 

Biss Harmon Lightford Sandoval 
Bush Harris Manar Silverstein 

Clayborne Holmes Martinez Steans 

Collins Hunter McGuire Van Pelt 
Cullerton, T. Hutchinson Morrison Mr. President 

Cunningham Jones, E. Mulroe  

Delgado Koehler Noland  
 

 The following voted in the negative: 

 
Althoff Haine McCann Righter 

Barickman Hastings McCarter Rose 

Bivins Jacobs McConnaughay Syverson 
Brady LaHood Murphy Trotter 

Connelly Landek Nybo  

Duffy Link Radogno  
Forby Luechtefeld Rezin  

 

 The following voted present: 
 

Stadelman 
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Sullivan 
 

 The motion prevailed. 

 And the Senate concurred with the House in the adoption of their Amendments numbered 1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 to Senate Bill No. 2758. 

 Ordered that the Secretary inform the House of Representatives thereof. 

 

 On motion of Senator Raoul, Senate Bill No. 2221, with House Amendments numbered 1, 2 and 3 

on the Secretary’s Desk, was taken up for immediate consideration. 

 Senator Raoul moved that the Senate concur with the House in the adoption of their amendments 
to said bill. 

 
 At the hour of 4:20 o’clock p.m., Senator Link, presiding. 

 

 And on that motion, a call of the roll was had resulting as follows: 
 

  YEAS 38; NAYS 16; Present 2. 

 

 The following voted in the affirmative: 

 

Bertino-Tarrant Haine Lightford Sandoval 
Biss Harris Link Silverstein 

Bush Hastings Manar Stadelman 

Clayborne Holmes Martinez Steans 
Collins Hunter McGuire Sullivan 

Cullerton, T. Hutchinson Morrison Trotter 

Cunningham Jones, E. Mulroe Van Pelt 
Delgado Koehler Muñoz Mr. President 

Forby Kotowski Noland  

Frerichs Landek Raoul  
 

 The following voted in the negative: 

 
Althoff LaHood Nybo Syverson 

Barickman Luechtefeld Radogno  

Bivins McCarter Rezin  
Connelly McConnaughay Righter  

Duffy Murphy Rose  

 
 The following voted present: 

 

Brady 
McCann 

 

 The motion prevailed. 
 And the Senate concurred with the House in the adoption of their Amendments numbered 1, 2 and 

3 to Senate Bill No. 2221. 

 Ordered that the Secretary inform the House of Representatives thereof. 
 

 

 At the hour of 4:22 o’clock p.m., Senator Sullivan, presiding. 

 

 

 On motion of Senator Mulroe, Senate Bill No. 3075, with House Amendments numbered 1 and 2 
on the Secretary’s Desk, was taken up for immediate consideration. 

 Senator Mulroe moved that the Senate concur with the House in the adoption of their amendments 

to said bill. 
 And on that motion, a call of the roll was had resulting as follows: 

 



219 

 

[December 3, 2014] 

  YEAS 33; NAYS 24; Present 1. 
 

 The following voted in the affirmative: 

 
Bertino-Tarrant Harmon Lightford Raoul 

Biss Harris Link Sandoval 

Bush Hastings Manar Silverstein 
Clayborne Holmes Martinez Trotter 

Collins Hunter McGuire Van Pelt 

Cullerton, T. Hutchinson Morrison Mr. President 
Cunningham Jones, E. Mulroe  

Delgado Kotowski Muñoz  
Frerichs Landek Noland  

 

 The following voted in the negative: 
 

Althoff Haine McConnaughay Steans 

Barickman Jacobs Murphy Sullivan 

Bivins Koehler Nybo Syverson 

Brady LaHood Radogno  

Connelly Luechtefeld Rezin  
Duffy McCann Righter  

Forby McCarter Rose  

 
 The following voted present: 

 

Stadelman 
 

 The motion prevailed. 

 And the Senate concurred with the House in the adoption of their Amendments numbered 1 and 2 
to Senate Bill No. 3075. 

 Ordered that the Secretary inform the House of Representatives thereof. 

 
 

HOUSE BILL RECALLED 

 

 On motion of Senator Lightford, House Bill No. 4733 was recalled from the order of third reading 

to the order of second reading. 

 Senator Lightford offered the following amendment and moved its adoption: 
 

AMENDMENT NO. 4 TO HOUSE BILL 4733 

      AMENDMENT NO.   4   . Amend House Bill 4733, AS AMENDED, by replacing everything after 
the enacting clause with the following:  

  

    "Section 5. The Illinois Income Tax Act is amended by changing Section 704A as follows: 
    (35 ILCS 5/704A)  

    Sec. 704A. Employer's return and payment of tax withheld. 

    (a) In general, every employer who deducts and withholds or is required to deduct and withhold tax 
under this Act on or after January 1, 2008 shall make those payments and returns as provided in this 

Section. 

    (b) Returns. Every employer shall, in the form and manner required by the Department, make returns 
with respect to taxes withheld or required to be withheld under this Article 7 for each quarter beginning 

on or after January 1, 2008, on or before the last day of the first month following the close of that quarter. 

    (c) Payments. With respect to amounts withheld or required to be withheld on or after January 1, 2008: 
        (1) Semi-weekly payments. For each calendar year, each employer who withheld or was  

     
required to withhold more than $12,000 during the one-year period ending on June 30 of the 

immediately preceding calendar year, payment must be made: 
 

            (A) on or before each Friday of the calendar year, for taxes withheld or required to  

         be withheld on the immediately preceding Saturday, Sunday, Monday, or Tuesday; 
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            (B) on or before each Wednesday of the calendar year, for taxes withheld or required  
         to be withheld on the immediately preceding Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday. 

 

        Beginning with calendar year 2011, payments made under this paragraph (1) of subsection  

     (c) must be made by electronic funds transfer.  
 

        (2) Semi-weekly payments. Any employer who withholds or is required to withhold more  

     

than $12,000 in any quarter of a calendar year is required to make payments on the dates set forth under 

item (1) of this subsection (c) for each remaining quarter of that calendar year and for the subsequent 
calendar year.  

 

        (3) Monthly payments. Each employer, other than an employer described in items (1) or  

     
(2) of this subsection, shall pay to the Department, on or before the 15th day of each month the taxes 
withheld or required to be withheld during the immediately preceding month. 

 

        (4) Payments with returns. Each employer shall pay to the Department, on or before the  

     
due date for each return required to be filed under this Section, any tax withheld or required to be 

withheld during the period for which the return is due and not previously paid to the Department. 
 

    (d) Regulatory authority. The Department may, by rule: 
        (1) Permit employers, in lieu of the requirements of subsections (b) and (c), to file  

     

annual returns due on or before January 31 of the year for taxes withheld or required to be withheld 

during the previous calendar year and, if the aggregate amounts required to be withheld by the employer 

under this Article 7 (other than amounts required to be withheld under Section 709.5) do not exceed 

$1,000 for the previous calendar year, to pay the taxes required to be shown on each such return no later 

than the due date for such return. 
 

        (2) Provide that any payment required to be made under subsection (c)(1) or (c)(2) is  

     

deemed to be timely to the extent paid by electronic funds transfer on or before the due date for deposit 

of federal income taxes withheld from, or federal employment taxes due with respect to, the wages from 
which the Illinois taxes were withheld. 

 

        (3) Designate one or more depositories to which payment of taxes required to be withheld  

     under this Article 7 must be paid by some or all employers. 
 

        (4) Increase the threshold dollar amounts at which employers are required to make  

     semi-weekly payments under subsection (c)(1) or (c)(2). 
 

    (e) Annual return and payment. Every employer who deducts and withholds or is required to deduct and 
withhold tax from a person engaged in domestic service employment, as that term is defined in Section 

3510 of the Internal Revenue Code, may comply with the requirements of this Section with respect to such 

employees by filing an annual return and paying the taxes required to be deducted and withheld on or 
before the 15th day of the fourth month following the close of the employer's taxable year. The Department 

may allow the employer's return to be submitted with the employer's individual income tax return or to be 

submitted with a return due from the employer under Section 1400.2 of the Unemployment Insurance Act. 
    (f) Magnetic media and electronic filing. Any W-2 Form that, under the Internal Revenue Code and 

regulations promulgated thereunder, is required to be submitted to the Internal Revenue Service on 

magnetic media or electronically must also be submitted to the Department on magnetic media or 
electronically for Illinois purposes, if required by the Department. 

    (g) For amounts deducted or withheld after December 31, 2009, a taxpayer who makes an election under 

subsection (f) of Section 5-15 of the Economic Development for a Growing Economy Tax Credit Act for 
a taxable year shall be allowed a credit against payments due under this Section for amounts withheld 

during the first calendar year beginning after the end of that taxable year equal to the amount of the credit 

for the incremental income tax attributable to full-time employees of the taxpayer awarded to the taxpayer 
by the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity under the Economic Development for a 

Growing Economy Tax Credit Act for the taxable year and credits not previously claimed and allowed to 

be carried forward under Section 211(4) of this Act as provided in subsection (f) of Section 5-15 of the 
Economic Development for a Growing Economy Tax Credit Act. The credit or credits may not reduce the 

taxpayer's obligation for any payment due under this Section to less than zero. If the amount of the credit 

or credits exceeds the total payments due under this Section with respect to amounts withheld during the 
calendar year, the excess may be carried forward and applied against the taxpayer's liability under this 

Section in the succeeding calendar years as allowed to be carried forward under paragraph (4) of Section 

211 of this Act. The credit or credits shall be applied to the earliest year for which there is a tax liability. 
If there are credits from more than one taxable year that are available to offset a liability, the earlier credit 

shall be applied first. Each employer who deducts and withholds or is required to deduct and withhold tax 

under this Act and who retains income tax withholdings under subsection (f) of Section 5-15 of the 
Economic Development for a Growing Economy Tax Credit Act must make a return with respect to such 

taxes and retained amounts in the form and manner that the Department, by rule, requires and pay to the 
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Department or to a depositary designated by the Department those withheld taxes not retained by the 
taxpayer. For purposes of this subsection (g), the term taxpayer shall include taxpayer and members of the 

taxpayer's unitary business group as defined under paragraph (27) of subsection (a) of Section 1501 of this 

Act. This Section is exempt from the provisions of Section 250 of this Act.  
    (h) An employer may claim a credit against payments due under this Section for amounts withheld 

during the first calendar year ending after the date on which a tax credit certificate was issued under Section 

35 of the Small Business Job Creation Tax Credit Act. The credit shall be equal to the amount shown on 
the certificate, but may not reduce the taxpayer's obligation for any payment due under this Section to less 

than zero. If the amount of the credit exceeds the total payments due under this Section with respect to 

amounts withheld during the calendar year, the excess may be carried forward and applied against the 
taxpayer's liability under this Section in the 5 succeeding calendar years. The credit shall be applied to the 

earliest year for which there is a tax liability. If there are credits from more than one calendar year that are 
available to offset a liability, the earlier credit shall be applied first. This Section is exempt from the 

provisions of Section 250 of this Act.  

    (i) Each employer that (i) does not employ more than 50 employees at any time during the applicable 
payment period and (ii) is subject to the Minimum Wage Law may claim a credit against payments due 

under this Section on and after July 1, 2015 and on or before June 30, 2018 in an amount equal to the 

difference between: (1) the wages paid by the employer to employees in Illinois whose wages do not 

exceed the minimum wage, calculated as if those employees were entitled to the minimum wage set forth 

under Section 4 of the Minimum Wage Law and not a higher minimum wage adopted by a unit of local 

government; and (2) the wages that would have been paid by the employer to those employees if the 
minimum wage had been $8.25 per hour during that period.  

(Source: P.A. 96-834, eff. 12-14-09; 96-888, eff. 4-13-10; 96-905, eff. 6-4-10; 96-1027, eff. 7-12-10; 97-

333, eff. 8-12-11; 97-507, eff. 8-23-11.) 
  

    Section 10. The Minimum Wage Law is amended by changing Section 4 as follows: 

    (820 ILCS 105/4) (from Ch. 48, par. 1004)  
    Sec. 4. (a)(1) Every employer shall pay to each of his employees in every occupation wages of not less 

than $2.30 per hour or in the case of employees under 18 years of age wages of not less than $1.95 per 

hour, except as provided in Sections 5 and 6 of this Act, and on and after January 1, 1984, every employer 
shall pay to each of his employees in every occupation wages of not less than $2.65 per hour or in the case 

of employees under 18 years of age wages of not less than $2.25 per hour, and on and after October 1, 

1984 every employer shall pay to each of his employees in every occupation wages of not less than $3.00 
per hour or in the case of employees under 18 years of age wages of not less than $2.55 per hour, and on 

or after July 1, 1985 every employer shall pay to each of his employees in every occupation wages of not 

less than $3.35 per hour or in the case of employees under 18 years of age wages of not less than $2.85 
per hour, and from January 1, 2004 through December 31, 2004 every employer shall pay to each of his 

or her employees who is 18 years of age or older in every occupation wages of not less than $5.50 per 

hour, and from January 1, 2005 through June 30, 2007 every employer shall pay to each of his or her 
employees who is 18 years of age or older in every occupation wages of not less than $6.50 per hour, and 

from July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2008 every employer shall pay to each of his or her employees who is 

18 years of age or older in every occupation wages of not less than $7.50 per hour, and from July 1, 2008 
through June 30, 2009 every employer shall pay to each of his or her employees who is 18 years of age or 

older in every occupation wages of not less than $7.75 per hour, and from July 1, 2009 through June 30, 

2010 every employer shall pay to each of his or her employees who is 18 years of age or older in every 
occupation wages of not less than $8.00 per hour, and from on and after July 1, 2010 through June 30, 

2015 every employer shall pay to each of his or her employees who is 18 years of age or older in every 

occupation wages of not less than $8.25 per hour, and from July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016 every employer 
shall pay to each of his or her employees who is 18 years of age or older in every occupation wages of not 

less than $9.00 per hour, and from July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017 every employer shall pay to each of his 

or her employees who is 18 years of age or older in every occupation wages of not less than $9.50 per 
hour, and from July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018 every employer shall pay to each of his or her employees 

who is 18 years of age or older in every occupation wages of not less than $10.00 per hour, and from July 

1, 2018 to June 30, 2019 every employer shall pay to each of his or her employees who is 18 years of age 
or older in every occupation wages of not less than $10.50 per hour, and on and after July 1, 2019 every 

employer shall pay to each of his or her employees who is 18 years of age or older in every occupation 

wages of not less than $11.00 per hour.  
    (2) Unless an employee's wages are reduced under Section 6, then in lieu of the rate prescribed in item 

(1) of this subsection (a), an employer may pay an employee who is 18 years of age or older, during the 
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first 90 consecutive calendar days after the employee is initially employed by the employer, a wage that is 
not more than 50¢ less than the wage prescribed in item (1) of this subsection (a); however, an employer 

shall pay not less than the rate prescribed in item (1) of this subsection (a) to: 

        (A) a day or temporary laborer, as defined in Section 5 of the Day and Temporary Labor  
     Services Act, who is 18 years of age or older; and 

 

        (B) an employee who is 18 years of age or older and whose employment is occasional or  

     irregular and requires not more than 90 days to complete.  
 

    (3) At no time shall the wages paid to any employee under 18 years of age be more than 50¢ less than 

the wage required to be paid to employees who are at least 18 years of age under item (1) of this subsection 

(a).  
    (b) No employer shall discriminate between employees on the basis of sex or mental or physical 

handicap, except as otherwise provided in this Act by paying wages to employees at a rate less than the 
rate at which he pays wages to employees for the same or substantially similar work on jobs the 

performance of which requires equal skill, effort, and responsibility, and which are performed under 

similar working conditions, except where such payment is made pursuant to (1) a seniority system; (2) a 
merit system; (3) a system which measures earnings by quantity or quality of production; or (4) a 

differential based on any other factor other than sex or mental or physical handicap, except as otherwise 

provided in this Act.  

    (c) Every employer of an employee engaged in an occupation in which gratuities have customarily and 

usually constituted and have been recognized as part of the remuneration for hire purposes is entitled to 

an allowance for gratuities as part of the hourly wage rate provided in Section 4, subsection (a) in an 
amount not to exceed 40% of the applicable minimum wage rate. The Director shall require each employer 

desiring an allowance for gratuities to provide substantial evidence that the amount claimed, which may 

not exceed 40% of the applicable minimum wage rate, was received by the employee in the period for 
which the claim of exemption is made, and no part thereof was returned to the employer.  

    (d) No camp counselor who resides on the premises of a seasonal camp of an organized not-for-profit 

corporation shall be subject to the adult minimum wage if the camp counselor (1) works 40 or more hours 
per week, and (2) receives a total weekly salary of not less than the adult minimum wage for a 40-hour 

week. If the counselor works less than 40 hours per week, the counselor shall be paid the minimum hourly 

wage for each hour worked. Every employer of a camp counselor under this subsection is entitled to an 
allowance for meals and lodging as part of the hourly wage rate provided in Section 4, subsection (a), in 

an amount not to exceed 25% of the minimum wage rate.  

    (e) A camp counselor employed at a day camp is not subject to the adult minimum wage if the camp 
counselor is paid a stipend on a onetime or periodic basis and, if the camp counselor is a minor, the minor's 

parent, guardian or other custodian has consented in writing to the terms of payment before the 

commencement of such employment.  
    (f) Preemption of home rule powers.  

        (1) The establishment of a minimum wage that employers must pay their employees is an exclusive 

power and function of the State. Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection (f), a home rule 
unit may not regulate or establish a minimum wage. This subsection (f) is a denial and limitation of the 

home rule powers and functions under subsection (h) of Section 6 of Article VII of the Illinois Constitution.  

        (2) Paragraph (1) of this subsection (f) shall not apply to Ordinance No. 02014-9680 adopted by the 
City Council of City of Chicago on December 2, 2014, provided that: (i) the provisions set forth in that 

ordinance are not changed by the City Council of the City of Chicago after December 2, 2014; (ii) the 

minimum wage required to be paid to employees subject to Section 1-24-020 of that ordinance beginning 
July 1, 2019, and each year thereafter, is no greater than $13.00 per hour; and (iii) the minimum wage 

required to be paid employees subject to that ordinance in occupations receiving gratuities beginning July 

1, 2019, and each year thereafter, is no greater than the amount calculated by the Commissioner of 
Business Affairs and Consumer Protection of the City of Chicago by June 1, 2018 pursuant to paragraph 

(3) of subsection (a) of Section 1-24-030 of that ordinance. This paragraph (2) of this subsection (f) is a 

limitation under subsection (i) of Section 6 of Article VII of the Illinois Constitution.  
(Source: P.A. 94-1072, eff. 7-1-07; 94-1102, eff. 7-1-07; 95-945, eff. 1-1-09.)".  

 

 The motion prevailed. 
 And the amendment was adopted and ordered printed. 

 There being no further amendments, the bill, as amended, was ordered to a third reading. 

 

 

READING BILL FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES A THIRD TIME 
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 On motion of Senator Lightford, House Bill No. 4733 having been printed as received from the 

House of Representatives, together with all Senate Amendments adopted thereto, was taken up and read 

by title a third time. 
 And the question being, “Shall this bill pass?” it was decided in the affirmative by the following 

vote: 

 
  YEAS 39; NAYS 18; Present 1. 

 

 The following voted in the affirmative: 
 

Bertino-Tarrant Harmon Landek Raoul 
Biss Harris Lightford Sandoval 

Bush Hastings Link Silverstein 

Clayborne Holmes Manar Stadelman 
Collins Hunter Martinez Steans 

Cullerton, T. Hutchinson McGuire Sullivan 

Cunningham Jacobs Morrison Trotter 

Delgado Jones, E. Mulroe Van Pelt 

Frerichs Koehler Muñoz Mr. President 

Haine Kotowski Noland  
 

 The following voted in the negative: 

 
Althoff Duffy McCarter Righter 

Barickman Forby McConnaughay Rose 

Bivins LaHood Murphy Syverson 
Brady Luechtefeld Radogno  

Connelly McCann Rezin  

 
 The following voted present: 

 

Nybo 
 

 This bill, having received the vote of a constitutional majority of the members elected, was declared 

passed, and all amendments not adopted were tabled pursuant to Senate Rule No. 5-4(a). 
 Ordered that the Secretary inform the House of Representatives thereof and ask their concurrence 

in the Senate Amendments adopted thereto. 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILLS ON  

SECRETARY’S DESK 

 

 On motion of Senator Harmon, Senate Bill No. 172, with House Amendments numbered 1 and 2 

on the Secretary’s Desk, was taken up for immediate consideration. 
 Senator Harmon moved that the Senate concur with the House in the adoption of their amendments 

to said bill. 

 And on that motion, a call of the roll was had resulting as follows: 
 

  YEAS 40; NAYS 17. 

 
 The following voted in the affirmative: 

 

Bertino-Tarrant Harmon Lightford Silverstein 
Biss Harris Link Stadelman 

Bush Hastings Manar Steans 

Clayborne Holmes Martinez Sullivan 
Collins Hunter McGuire Trotter 

Cullerton, T. Hutchinson Morrison Van Pelt 
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Cunningham Jacobs Mulroe Mr. President 
Delgado Jones, E. Muñoz  

Forby Koehler Noland  

Frerichs Kotowski Raoul  
Haine Landek Sandoval  

 

 The following voted in the negative: 
 

Althoff Duffy Murphy Rose 

Barickman LaHood Nybo Syverson 
Bivins McCann Radogno  

Brady McCarter Rezin  
Connelly McConnaughay Righter  

 

 The motion prevailed. 
 And the Senate concurred with the House in the adoption of their Amendments numbered 1 and 2 

to Senate Bill No. 172. 

 Ordered that the Secretary inform the House of Representatives thereof. 

 

 On motion of Senator Muñoz, Senate Bill No. 2774, with House Amendment No. 1 on the 

Secretary’s Desk, was taken up for immediate consideration. 
 Senator Muñoz moved that the Senate concur with the House in the adoption of their amendment 

to said bill. 

 And on that motion, a call of the roll was had resulting as follows: 
 

  YEAS 52; NAYS 2; Present 1. 

 
 The following voted in the affirmative: 

 

Althoff Harris Martinez Rose 
Barickman Hastings McCann Sandoval 

Bertino-Tarrant Holmes McConnaughay Silverstein 

Biss Hunter McGuire Stadelman 
Bivins Hutchinson Morrison Steans 

Bush Jacobs Mulroe Sullivan 

Collins Jones, E. Muñoz Syverson 
Connelly Koehler Murphy Trotter 

Cullerton, T. Kotowski Noland Van Pelt 

Cunningham LaHood Nybo Mr. President 
Delgado Landek Radogno  

Forby Lightford Raoul  

Frerichs Link Rezin  
Harmon Manar Righter  

 

 The following voted in the negative: 
 

Duffy 

McCarter 
 

 The following voted present: 

 
Haine 

 

 The motion prevailed. 
 And the Senate concurred with the House in the adoption of their Amendment No. 1 to Senate Bill 

No. 2774. 

 Ordered that the Secretary inform the House of Representatives thereof. 
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MOTIONS IN WRITING 

 

 Senator Hastings submitted the following Motion in Writing: 

 
 I move that House Bill  3796 do pass, notwithstanding the veto of the Governor. 

 

 12/3/14       s/Michael E. Hastings 
 DATE        SENATOR 

 

 
 Senator Manar submitted the following Motion in Writing: 

 
 I move that House Bill 4606 do pass, notwithstanding the specific recommendations of the 

Governor. 

 
 12/2/14       s/Andy Manar 

 DATE        SENATOR 

 

 The foregoing Motions in Writing were filed with the Secretary and ordered placed on the Senate 

Calendar. 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL ON  

SECRETARY’S DESK 

 

 On motion of Senator Hastings, Senate Bill No. 1009, with House Amendments numbered 1 and 2 

on the Secretary’s Desk, was taken up for immediate consideration. 
 Senator Hastings moved that the Senate concur with the House in the adoption of their amendments 

to said bill. 

 And on that motion, a call of the roll was had resulting as follows: 
 

  YEAS 53; NAYS None. 

 
 The following voted in the affirmative: 

 

Althoff Haine Link Righter 
Barickman Harmon Manar Rose 

Bertino-Tarrant Harris Martinez Sandoval 

Biss Hastings McCarter Silverstein 
Bivins Holmes McConnaughay Stadelman 

Brady Hunter McGuire Steans 

Bush Hutchinson Morrison Sullivan 
Clayborne Jacobs Mulroe Syverson 

Connelly Jones, E. Muñoz Trotter 

Cullerton, T. Koehler Murphy Van Pelt 
Cunningham Kotowski Nybo Mr. President 

Delgado LaHood Radogno  

Duffy Landek Raoul  
Forby Lightford Rezin  

 

 The motion prevailed. 
 And the Senate concurred with the House in the adoption of their Amendments numbered 1 and 2 

to Senate Bill No. 1009. 

 Ordered that the Secretary inform the House of Representatives thereof. 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL VETOED BY THE GOVERNOR 
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 Pursuant to the Motion in Writing filed on Wednesday, December 3, 2014 and journalized 
Wednesday, December 3, 2014, Senator Hastings moved that House Bill No. 3796 do pass, the veto of 

the Governor to the contrary notwithstanding. 

 And on that motion, a call of the roll was had resulting as follows: 
 

  YEAS 39; NAYS 13. 

 
 The following voted in the affirmative: 

 

Althoff Harris Lightford Radogno 
Bertino-Tarrant Hastings Link Raoul 

Bivins Holmes Manar Sandoval 
Bush Hunter McGuire Silverstein 

Connelly Hutchinson Morrison Steans 

Cunningham Jacobs Mulroe Sullivan 
Delgado Jones, E. Muñoz Trotter 

Forby Koehler Murphy Van Pelt 

Haine Kotowski Noland Mr. President 

Harmon Landek Nybo  

 

 The following voted in the negative: 
 

Barickman LaHood Rezin Syverson 

Collins McCann Righter  
Cullerton, T. McCarter Rose  

Duffy McConnaughay Stadelman  

 
 This bill, having received the vote of three-fifths of the members elected, was declared passed, the 

veto of the Governor to the contrary notwithstanding. 

 Ordered that the Secretary inform the House of Representatives thereof. 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION ON SECRETARY’S DESK 

 

 Senator J. Cullerton moved that Senate Resolution No. 1693, on the Secretary’s Desk, be taken up 

for immediate consideration. 
 The motion prevailed. 

 Senator J. Cullerton moved that Senate Resolution No. 1693 be adopted. 

 The motion prevailed. 
 And the resolution was adopted. 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

OFFICE OF THE SENATE PRESIDENT 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

 

JOHN J. CULLERTON 327 STATE CAPITOL 
SENATE PRESIDENT SPRINGFIELD, IL 62706 

 217-782-2728 

 
December 3, 2014 

 

Mr. Tim Anderson 
Secretary of the Senate 

Room 403 State House 

Springfield, IL  62706 
 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 
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[December 3, 2014] 

 
Pursuant to Rule 3-5(c), I hereby appoint Senator Don Harmon to temporarily replace Senator James 

Clayborne as Chairman of the Senate Committee on Assignments.  In addition, I hereby appoint Senator 

Terry Link to temporarily replace Senator James Clayborne as a member of the Senate Committee on 
Assignments.  These appointments will expire upon adjournment of the Senate Committee on 

Assignments. 

 
          Sincerely, 

          s/John J. Cullerton  

          John J. Cullerton 
          Senate President 

 
cc:   Senate Republican Leader Christine Radogno 

  

 
 At the hour of 6:32 o'clock p.m., the Chair announced that the Senate stand at ease.  

 

AT EASE 

 

 At the hour of 6:40 o'clock p.m., the Senate resumed consideration of business. 

 Senator Sullivan, presiding. 
 

 

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON ASSIGNMENTS 

 

 Senator Harmon, Chairperson of the Committee on Assignments, during its December 3, 2014 

meeting, reported the following Joint Action Motion has been assigned to the indicated Standing 
Committee of the Senate: 

 

Judiciary: Motion to Concur in House Amendments 3 and 6 to Senate Bill 1342 
 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT FOR DECEMBER 4, 2014 

 

 The Chair announced the following committee to meet at 9:30 o'clock a.m.: 

 
  Judiciary in Room 212 

 

 
 At the hour of 6:42 o'clock p.m., the Chair announced the Senate stand adjourned until Thursday, 

December 4, 2014, at 10:00 o'clock a.m. 

 
 


