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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, W Cd enent Stone founded a multimllion-dollar
insurance enpire wth $100 and sought to buck up the world
with the idea that anyone m ght do the sane--all they need is

"positive nmental attitude"; and

WHEREAS, W Cdenent Stone, the founder of Conbined
| nsurance Co., who through his private foundation, passed
along $275 mllion for education and chil dhood devel oprment

since 1958, passed away on Septenber 3, 2002; and

VWHEREAS, W d enent Stone was born in Chicago on My 4,

1902 to Louis and Anna Stone; and

VWHEREAS, After peddling newspapers on Chicago street
corners as a child, M. Stone noved to Detroit wth his
nmot her and started selling insurance at age 16; at the age of
20, he wused his $100 savings to set up his own insurance
agency; within eight years, about 1,000 agents throughout the

country were selling insurance for him and

WHEREAS, In 1946, W C enent Stone bought the struggling
Pennsyl vani a Casualty Co. which grew steadily under his watch
and became the base for the insurance giant, Conbined

I nternational Corp.; and

WHEREAS, Fanous for his pencil-thin black nustache, his
pol ka-dot bow ties, and a solid fix on notivation as the
engi ne of success, M. Stone identified so strongly with PVA
positive nental attitude, that was the ticker synbol for
Conmbi ned I nternational Corp., when shareholders forned it in
1980; Conbined International Co. nerged in 1982 with Ryan

| nsurance, and in 1987 the nanme changed to Aon Corp.; and

VWHEREAS, W Clenent Stone married his high school
sweet heart on June 16, 1923 and had three children; there are

twel ve grandchildren and el even great-grandchildren; and
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VWHEREAS, W C enent Stone coll aborated with Napol eon Hi |l
to wite "Success Through a Positive Mental Attitude" (1960);
he also authored "The Success System That Never Fails"
(1962), and al so co-authored "The Oher Side of the Mnd"
(1964) with Norma Lee Browni ng; and

VWHEREAS, In 1979, the W Cenent and Jessie V. Stone
Foundation established the "Endow a Dream Award" to honor
persons who enploy PMA principles to overcone adversity and

contribute to the betternment of humanity; and

WHEREAS, W C enent Stone was nomnated for the 1981
Nobel Peace Prize by three U S. Senators and fornmer Secretary

of State Henry Kissinger; and

WHEREAS, Over the years W C enent Stone has been honored
by many organizations and hol ds ei ghteen honorary Doctorate

degrees; and

WHEREAS, W C enent Stone was a nmenber of the National
Board of Boys and Grls Cubs of Arerica for over 50 years
and served on the executive commttee of the International
Federation of Keystone Youth Organizations; he was al so the
Vi ce- Chai rman of the National VOLUNTEER Center, served on the
Nat i onal board of the Robert Schuller Mnistries; and was the

Chai rman Eneritus of the Aon Corporation; and

WHEREAS, W C enent Stone's achi evenents were a source of
inspiration to the entire coomunity and State; therefore, be

it

RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we nmourn, along wth
all  who knew him the death of W C enent Stone of Chicago;

and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be

presented to the famly of W C enent Stone with our sincere
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1 condol ences.
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