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AMENDMENT TO SENATE RESCLUTI ON 517

AMENDMENT NO. . Anend Senate Resolution 517 on page
1, by replacing lines 2 through 30 with the follow ng:
"WHEREAS, Conbat is inherently dangerous, for both ground

forces and aircrews; in a conbat environment, aircrews are
call ed upon to nmake split-second, |[ife or death decisions;
and

WHEREAS, Conbat operations on the ground and in the air
in a war zone can be chaotic and conplete information on the
| ocation of both friendly and hostile forces is often

unavai | abl e; and

VWHEREAS, Major WIlIliam Unbach and Major Harry Schm dt
were the pilots in a friendly-fire 1incident i nvol vi ng

Canadi an ground forces on April 17, 2002 in Afghanistan; and

WHEREAS, Neither pilot had reliable information on the
di sposition of eneny or friendly forces on the ground or of

live-fire exercises being conducted by coalition forces; and

WHEREAS, Both Major Schmdt and Maj or Unbach believed
that they were taking ground fire froman unknown source and
t hat t hey wer e required to suppress that fire in

sel f -def ense; and
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WHEREAS, Friendly fire accidents have been present in
every major conflict and have al ways been considered a tragic

part of warfare; and

WHEREAS, These two pilots are highly qualified and
experienced and both are nenbers of the Illinois Air National

Quard; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY- SECOND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOS, that together wth
Governor George Ryan, the VFW Northenders Post Nunmber 10302
of Springfield, and many ot her individuals and organi zations,
we stand in support of Major Unbach and Major Schm dt; and be

it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to President George W Bush, Commander in Chief,
Ceneral R chard B. Mers, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, General John P. Junper, Chief of Staff of the United
States Air Force, and the VFW Northenders Post Nunber
10302. ".
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