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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The nenbers of the Illinois Senate are saddened
to learn of the death of Joanne Maxwel| of Naperville, who

passed away June 20, 2002; and

WHEREAS, M's. Maxwell was a force in DuPage County
Republican politics who also helped direct a nunber of
candi dates to the state and national stages, including US.
House of Representatives Speaker Dennis Hastert of Yorkville;

and

WHEREAS, M's. Maxwel |l provided a voice for the politica
energence of the far western suburbs as a journalist,
consultant, and public relations executive, delivering a
carefully crafted understanding of social and voting trends

with her trademark candor; and

WHEREAS, M's. Maxwel|l had a passion for politics and a
lot of political savvy;, many politicians sought her advice,

whi ch was al ways straight and to the point; and

VWHEREAS, Ms. Mxwell's interest in politics was
homegrown, and she encouraged her nother, Phoebe Dutcher, to
becone active in Republican politics; in 1960, Ms. Dutcher
becanme the first woman elected to a countywi de office in
DuPage County, defeating an incunbent to wwn the office of

recorder of deeds; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Maxwel | graduated from Monnouth Col |l ege in
1953 and began her career in journalism at the den EIlyn
News; in 1956, after serving as president of the DuPage
County News Service, she becanme editor and owner of the
Naperville dCarion; anong the honors Ms. Maxwell received
for her work, she becane the first woman naned "Editor of the

Year" by the Illinois Press Association; and

WHEREAS, In 1964, Ms. Maxwell turned her focus directly
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to politics and served as the canpai gn manager for John N
Erl enborn's election to Congress; serving as Erlenborn's
chief of staff and executive assistant, Ms. Mxwell|l becane a
key behind-the-scenes player whose work included assisting
the careers of nowretired federal Judge WIlliamJ. Bauer and

now-retired U S. Representative Harris Fawell; and

VWHEREAS, In 1984, Ms. Maxwell launched a full-tinme
public relations and consulting business called "Attention!
Inc.,” using it as a platformover the next 16 years to play

arole in public policy and private business; and

WHEREAS, M's. Maxwell was also the founder and first
president of the Illinois Lincoln Excellence in Public
Service Series, a programthat hel ps educate Republican wonen
about governnment and public policy as well as canpaign

strategy for wnning public office; and

VWHEREAS, Ms. Mxwell served on the Monnouth Coll ege
Board of Trustees, the Illinois Humanities Council and as the
ethics officer for Lisle Township; she was a nenber of
I[Ilinois St. Andrews Society, Daughters of the Anerican
Revolution, the Illinois Mennonite Historical Society, the
Gen Elyn Stanp O ub, Kappa Kappa Ganma Al umae, the Cal usa
Land Trust Museum of the Islands (Pine Island, Florida), and

the Pine Island Art League; and

VWHEREAS, Joanne Maxwell wll be deeply m ssed by al
t hose who knew her and | oved her, especially her husband,
Donal d; her daughters, Donna Jo Maxwell Rusci k and Barbara
Lee Maxwel |l Cherep; and her three grandchildren; therefore,

be it

RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we nmourn, along wth
her famly and friends, the death of Joanne Maxwel|l; and be

it further
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1 RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
2 presented to the famly of Joanne Maxwell w th our sincere

3 condol ences.
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