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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of the 1Illinois Senate wsh to
express their sincere condolences to the famly and friends
of Alfred "Al" Emmanuel McGuire, who recently passed away;

and

WHEREAS, Al MCGuire was the colorful coach who Ied
Marquette University to the 1977 NCAA chanmpi onship and then

becane a highly popul ar tel evision broadcaster; and

VWHEREAS, Al fred Emmanuel M Guire was born on Septenber 7,
1928 in the Bronx, New York, the third of four children born
to Irish inmnmgrants John and Wnifred Sullivan McGQuire; as a
teenager he noved to the Rockaway Beach section of Queens,
where his parents operated a tavern/restaurant; he began
attracting attention as an athlete, teamng on the

pl aygrounds with his ol der brothers; and

VWHEREAS, Al McQuire attended St. Johns University, where
he played on the basketball teamhis his brother Dick; he
went on to a four year career with the New York Knicks, where
again his brother was a teammate; he has said that he owed
his four-year pro career nore to tenacity and hustle than

pure talent; and

WHEREAS, Al McCQuire went into coaching when his playing
career ended; he started as an assistant at Dartnouth Col |l ege
then noved to Bel nont Abbey College in North Carolina, where
he coached for seven years before being naned coach at

Marquette in 1964; and

WHEREAS, One of the fewtinmes Al MQuire was at a | oss
for words canme on a rainy night in Georgia on March 28, 1977
that when McQuire's Marquette Warriors beat North Carolina
for the NCAA tournanment chanpionship, it was also the |ast

gane he ever coached; as Mrquette's players and fans
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cel ebrated, Coach McGire went back to the | ocker roomfor a
nmoment of sol i tude and to reflect oh his greatest

acconpl i shnent as a coach; and

WHEREAS, Al McCGuire has had teans that were ranked nunber
one in the nation, teans that had enjoyed undefeated regular
seasons, and a teamthat had made the Final Four three years
earlier in 1974; the Marquette Warriors rallied around their
coach after he announced that the 1976-1977 season woul d be

his last, providing a storybook finish to a storied career;

and

VWHEREAS, The passing of Al McGQuire will be deeply felt by
all who knew and Iloved him especially his wife, Pat; his
sons, Al and Rob; hi s daught er, Nor een; hi s Si X

grandchildren; and the nmny players and coaches who had

associated wth himover the years; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-SECOND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we nourn, along with
all who knew him the death of beloved former coach of the
Marquette Warriors Al McQuire of MI|waukee, W sconsin; and be

it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the famly of A MQ@ire wth our sincere

condol ences.
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