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AN ACT relating to higher education student assistance.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

3 represented in the General Assenbly:

4 Section 5. The Hi gher Education Student Assistance Act
5 i s anended by changi ng Section 65.15 as foll ows:

6 (110 ILCS 947/ 65. 15)

7 Sec. 65.15. Special education teacher schol arshi ps.

8 (a) There shall be awarded annually 250 schol arships to
9 persons qualifying as nenbers of one etther of the follow ng
10 gr oups:

11 (1) Students who are otherwi se qualified to receive
12 a schol arship as provided in subsections (b) and (c) of
13 this Section and who nake application to the Comm ssion
14 for such scholarship and agree to take courses that wll
15 prepare t he student for the teaching of children
16 described in Section 14-1 of the School Code.

17 (1.5) Students currently enrolled in an institution
18 of higher learning whose cunul ative grade point_ _average
19 is at least 3.5 on a 4.0 scale (or the equivalent as
20 determ ned by the Conmi ssion) and who nake application to
21 the Conm ssion for such scholarship and agree to take
22 courses that will prepare the student for the teaching of
23 children described in Section 14-1 of the School Code.

24 (2) Persons holding a valid certificate issued
25 under the laws relating to the certification of teachers
26 and who nake application to the Conmmssion for such
27 scholarship and agree to take courses that will prepare
28 them for the teaching of children described in Section
29 14-1 of the School Code.

30 Schol arshi ps awarded under this Section shall be issued

31 pursuant to regulations promulgated by the Comm ssi on;
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provided that no rule or regulation pronulgated by the State
Board of Education prior to the effective date of this
anmendatory Act of 1993 pursuant to the exercise of any right,
power, duty, responsibility or mtter of pending business
transferred from the State Board of Education to the
Comm ssion wunder this Section shall be affected thereby, and
all such rules and regul ati ons shall beconme the rules and
regulations of the Comm ssion until nodified or changed by
t he Conm ssion in accordance with | aw

For the purposes of this Section scholarships awarded
each school year shall be deened to be issued on July 1 of
the year prior to the start of the postsecondary school term
and all ~calculations for wuse of the scholarship shall be
based on such date. Each scholarship shall entitle its
holder to exenption fromfees as provided in subsection (a)
of Section 65.40 while enrolled in a special education
program of teacher education, for a period of not nore than 4
cal endar years and shall be available for use at any tine
during such period of study except as provided in subsection
(b) of Section 65.40.

Schol arships issued to holders of a valid certificate
i ssued under the laws relating to the <certification of
teachers as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection may
also entitle the holder thereof to a program of teacher
education that wll prepare the student for the teaching of
children described in Section 14-1 of the School Code at the
graduate | evel.

(b) Each year, the principal, or his or her designee,
of each recogni zed public, private and parochial high school
mai ntaining the twelfth grade shall certify to the Conm ssion
the names and addresses of students who are conpleting an
application with the intent to prepare to teach in any
recogni zed public, private, or parochial school of Illinois

and ranked scholastically in the wupper one-half of their
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graduating class or, for those not yet graduated, whose
scholastic rank in the 4-year high school course of study at
the end of the seventh senester is in the upper one-half of
their cl ass.

(c) Each holder of a scholarship nust furnish proof to
the Commission, in such formand at such intervals as the
Commi ssion prescribes, of the holder's continued enrollnent
in a teacher education programqualifying the holder for the
schol arship. Any holder of a scholarship who fails to
register in a special education program of teacher education
at the university within 10 days after the commencenent of
the term quarter or senester imediately follow ng the
receipt of the scholarship or who, having regi stered,
withdraws from the wuniversity or transfers out of teacher
education, shall thereupon forfeit the right to use it and it
may be granted to the person having the next highest rank as
shown on the |list held by the Coormission. |f the person
having the next highest rank, wthin 10 days after
notification thereof by the Comm ssion, fails to register at
any such university in a special education program of teacher
education, or who, having registered, wthdraws from the
university or transfers out of teacher education, the
schol arship may then be granted to the person shown on the
list as having the rank next bel ow such person.

(d) Any person who has accepted a schol arship under the
precedi ng subsections of this Section nust, after graduation
from or termnation of enrollnment in a teacher education
program teach in any recogni zed public, private or parochi al
school in this State for at least 2 of the 5 years
i mredi ately follow ng that graduati on or term nation,
excluding, however, from the conputation of that 5 year
period (i) any time up to 3 years spent in the mlitary
service, whether such service occurs before or after the

person graduates; (ii) any time that person is enrolled
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full-time in an academc program related to the field of
teaching leading to a graduate or postgraduate degree; (iii)
the time that person is tenporarily totally disabled for a
period of time not to exceed 3 years, as established by the
sworn affidavit of a qualified physician; (iv) the tinme that
person is seeking and unable to find full time enploynment as
a teacher at an Illinois public, private, or parochial
school; or (v) the tine that person is taking additional
courses, on at |east a half-time basis, needed to obtain
certification as a teacher in Illinois.

A person who has accepted a scholarship wunder the
precedi ng subsections of this Section and who has been unabl e
to fulfill the teaching requirenents of this Section may
receive a defernment fromthe obligation of repaynent under
this subsection (d) wunder guidelines established by the
Comm ssion; provided that no guideline established for any
such purpose by the State Board of Education prior to the
effective date of this anendatory Act of 1993 shall be
affected by the transfer to t he Commi ssi on of t he
responsibility for adm ni stering and inplenenting the
provisions of this Section, and all guidelines so established
shal | becone the guidelines of the Commi ssion until nodified
or changed by the Conmm ssion.

Any such person who fails to fulfill this teaching
requi renent shall pay to the Conm ssion the anmount of tuition
wai ved by virtue of his or her acceptance of the schol arship,
together wwth interest at 5% per year on that anount.
However, this obligation to repay the anount of tuition
wai ved plus interest does not apply when the failure to
fulfill the teaching requirenent results fromthe death or
adj udi cation as a person under |egal disability of the person
hol di ng the schol arship, and no claimfor repaynent may be
filed against the estate of such a decedent or person under

| egal disability. Paynments received by the Comm ssion under
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this subsection (d) shall be remtted to the State Treasurer
for deposit in the general revenue fund. Each person
receiving a scholarship shall be provided with a description
of the provisions of this subsection (d) at the tine he or
she qualifies for the benefits of such a schol arship.

(e) This Section is basically the sane as Sections 30-1,
30-2, 30-3, and 30-4a of the School Code, which are repealed
by this anmendatory Act of 1993, and shall be construed as a
continuation of the teacher scholarship program established
by that prior law, and not as a new or different teacher
schol arship program The State Board of Education shal
transfer to the Conm ssion, as the successor to the State
Board of Education for all purposes of admnistering and
inplenmenting the provisions of this Section, all books,
accounts, records, papers, documents, contracts, agreements,
and pending business in any way relating to the teacher
schol arshi p program conti nued under this Section; and al
scholarships at any tinme awarded under that program by, and
all applications for any such schol arships at any tinme nade
to, the State Board of Education shall be unaffected by the
transfer to the Coommission of all responsibility for the
adm nistration and inplenentation of the teacher schol arship
program conti nued under this Section. The State Board of
Educati on shal | furnish to the Comm ssion such other
information as the Comm ssion may request to assist it in
adm nistering this Section.

(Source: P.A 91-496, eff. 8-13-99.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect on

July 1, 2002.
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