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To the Honor abl e Menbers of
The Illinois Senate
92nd General Assenbly

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 9(b) of the Illinois
Constitution of 1970, | hereby veto and return Senate Bil
1304, entitled "AN ACT concerning inmuni zations."

Senate Bill 1304 anends the Departnent of Public Health
Act. It provides that a person is ineligible to serve on the
| muni zation Advisory Conmttee if the person or his or her
spouse is an officer, enployee, or agent of, or has any
ownership or other financial interest in a pharnmaceuti cal
conpany that manufactures vaccines. Senat e Bill 1304
prohibits menbers or their spouses from soliciting or
accepting anything of value or any other economc benefit
from a pharmaceutical conpany that manufactures or produces
vaccines unless it is offered and available generally to
licensed physicians or the public. Senate Bill 1304 al so
states that the prohibitions do not apply to an officer,
enpl oyee, or his or her spouse of a governnent or non-profit

entity that solicits vaccines for the governnental or
non-profit entity.

| have concerns regarding the inpact Senate Bill 1304
woul d have on the I muni zation Advisory Conmttee. Senat e
Bill 1304 would severely |limt the nunber of pediatric
di sease specialists and pediatric physicians in general, who

would be eligible to serve on the |Imunization Advisory
Comm ttee. Many physicians with expertise in the field of

I mmuni zat i ons and i nfectious di sease have contractual
rel ati onships with pharmaceutical conpanies with regards to
speaki ng engagenent s. Al so, many nedical schools and

academ c centers enploy infectious disease specialists that
perform research funded by the pharmaceutical industry. The
Comm ttee provides the Director of the Departnment of Public
Heal th wi th val uabl e know edge, resources and recommendati ons
with regards to childhood i mmunizations. To limt the
eligible nunber of experts available to serve on the
| muni zation Advisory Commttee would be a m stake.

Furthernore, the nenbers of the Conmttee are already
required to conplete a Financial Interest Inventory statenent
disclosing their financial relationships with pharnmaceuti cal
conpanies. Conmmttee nenbers with a substantial financial
interest are required to abstain on votes pertaining to
entities with which the nenber has a financial relationship.

| have instructed the Director of the Departnent of
Public Health to consider possible conflicts of interest as
he or she reviews possible candidates for the [|mrunization
Advisory Commttee. The Departnment of Public Health's |egal
counsel also nonitors and reviews voting records of the
| muni zation Advisory Conmmttee to ensure conpliance with the

by-laws regarding disclosure of financial interests and
voti ng. Therefore, | do not see a need for the provisions
and restrictions inposed by Senate Bill 1304.
For these reasons, | hereby veto and return Senate Bil
1304.
Si ncerely,

CGeorge H Ryan
GOVERNOR


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


