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AN ACT inrelation to civil liabilities.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the
Rail Carrier Crossing Delay Liability Act.

Section 5. Definition. In this Act, "rail carrier" neans
any person engaged in the transportation of property or
passengers for hire by railroad, together with all enpl oyees
or agents of that person or entity and all property used,

controlled, or owned by that person or entity.

Section 10. Rail carrier's ltability. If a rai
carrier's train or other equipnment owed, |eased, or operated
by the rail carrier blocks a public highway, road, or street
at a location where the carrier's railroad track crosses the
hi ghway, road, or street, so that pedestrian or vehicular

traffic on the highway, road, or street is unable to cross

the track for nore than 20 mnutes, the rail «carrier 1is
liable in a civil action for all damages of any type
proxi mately caused by the delay. This Section does not

apply, however, and the rail carrier is not liable, if the
bl ockage of the crossing or the delay of nore than 20 m nutes

was due to circunstances beyond the rail carrier's control.

Section 15. Damages. In any case in which a rail carrier
is determned to be liable wunder this Act for damages
suffered by the plaintiff, the plaintiff is entitled, at a
mnimum to |iquidated damages in the amount of $500. The
plaintiff also may recover punitive damages as in other civil

cases.
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Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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