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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of t he I1linois House of
Representatives are pleased to recognize mlestone dates in

the history of organizations of the State of Illinois; and

WHEREAS, It has come to our attention that Joliet's
Rialto Square Theatre is celebrating it 75th anniversary on

May 24, 2001; and

WHEREAS, George, Louis, Maurice, Jules, Harry, and C aude
Rubens opened the doors of their "dreamtheatre" on My 24,
1926; the brothers were pioneers in the theatrical business
and formed an alliance with MA. Felman to establish the

| argest theatre-operating organization in the world; and

VWHEREAS, Rubens’ Rialto Squar e Theatre exhibits
definitions of Geek, Roman, Byzantine, Baroque, and Rococo
styles of architecture to create a "palace for the people"
within its celestial <city; it 1is considered "a shrine to

denocracy where there are no privel eged patrons"; and

WHEREAS, Sone of the entertainment world' s shining stars
appeared on the R alto' s stage, including Bing Crosby, Bob
Hope, Lawence Wl k, Ronal d Regan, Duke Ellington, the Marx
Brothers, Marcel Marceau, Liberace, Bill Cosby, Cary G ant,

Sid Ceasar, Jay Leno, Mel Torne, and Gregory Peck; and

WHEREAS, The Rialto becane a cornerstone for commerci al
devel opnent that hel ped make Joilet's <central business
district a Mecca of shopping and entertainnent; it was
renovated and restored in 1980, and now is considered a

hi storical |andmark; and

WHEREAS, Through Joliet's prosperity and lean tines, the
Rialto has been at its center as a novie palace; the Rialto
has transfornmed frombeing strictly a novie house to becom ng

a regional performng arts center; it is currently operated
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by over 300 dedicated volunteers who help serve patrons as

ushers, bartenders, hospitality hosts and office help; and

WHEREAS, The Rialto Square Theatre continues to serve the
greater Joliet area and WIIl County through its progranms and
facilities not only for the performng arts but also
commercial retail space in Joliet's City Center; therefore,

be it

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we congratulate Joliet's R alto Square Theatre on t he
celebration of its 75th anniversary of service to the town of

Joliet, Illinois; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to Joliet's Rialto Square Theatre as an expression

of our esteem
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