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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The W rld Health O ganization characterizes

Hepatitis C as a disease of primary concern to humanity; and

VWHEREAS, Hepatitis Cis considered a silent killer; no
recogni zable signs or synptons occur until severe liver

damage has occurred; and

VWHEREAS, Studies indicate that nearly 4 mllion Americans
(1.8 percent of the population) carry the virus HCV that

causes the di sease; and

WHEREAS, 30,000 acute new infections occur each year in
the United States, and only 25 to 30 percent are diagnosed;

and

VHEREAS, 8,000 to 10,000 Anericans die fromthe di sease

each year; and

VWHEREAS, 200,000 Illinois residents may be carriers and
could develop the debilitating and potentially deadly I|iver

di sease; and

VWHEREAS, |Inmates of correctional facilities have a higher
i nci dence of Hepatitis C and, upon their rel ease, present a
significant health risk to the general popul ation; therefore,

be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY COF THE STATE OF [ LLINOS,
that, due to the preval ence and hi ghly conmuni cabl e nature of
Hepatitis C, we wurge the Departnment of Public Health to go
beyond its current effort of ©providing information about
Hepatitis C as part of its overall effort to prevent

infectious diseases in Illinois; and be it further

RESCLVED, That we urge the Departnent of Public Health to

develop discrete public education and outreach prograns to
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rai se awar eness about Hepatitis C and pronote prevention; and

be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be presented to

the Director of the Illinois Departnment of Public Health.
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