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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, Forty years ago, residents of neighborhoods in
the North R ver area comunity of Chicago cane together to

formNorth R ver Conm ssion; and

WHEREAS, Assisted by institutions like North Park Coll ege
(now University), Swedish Covenant Hospital, and the Nationa
Bank of Al bany Park (now ALBANK) and led by Dr. J. WIIliam
Fredrickson of North Park College, North R ver Comm ssion was
created as an unbrella organization; its purpose was to unite
residents, churches, tenples, and busi nesses to work together
to address the issues of the community; at its heart were
civic groups that had been working on community issues for
years, groups |ike Ravenwood Manor | nprovenent Associ ation,
North Mayfair |nprovenent Association, and Hollywood North

Par k Community Associ ation; and

VWHEREAS, Over tine, R ver North Conm ssion grew to nore
than 100 civic organi zations, businesses, and institutions
working together to inprove the River North area; it's many
acconplishnments include the creation of North Park Village on
the site of the Minicipal Tuberculosis Sanitarium the
revitalization of Lawence Avenue, the rehabilitation of slum
bui l di ngs that are maintained as affordabl e housing, and the
construction and maintenance of schools; as a result of the
conbine efforts of united civic organi zations, neighborhoods
were stabilized and becane a safer and cl eaner place to |ive;

and

WHEREAS, Today, River North Comm ssion continues its
m ssion by developing affordable housing for residents
threatened by gentrification through the work of the North
Ri ver Housi ng Devel opnent Corporation; continuing the renewal
of commercial areas in the North R ver area through the work

of the Law ence Avenue Devel opnent Corporation and the Al bany
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Park Chanber of Commerce, increasing parent participation in
schools and dealing with issues of school inprovenent by
doing area-wide planning through the North Ri ver Conm ssion
Educati on Task Force, developing a new Arts Environnent
Center at North Park Village wth the North Park Village
Advi sory Council, and addressing issues of neighborhood
safety, city and park prograns and services, and events and
projects for inprovenent through the work of the North River

Commi ssi on organi zi ng project; and

WHEREAS, Together, the nenbers of the North Ri ver
Comm ssi on have attracted nore than $150 mllion of
i nvestnment, created or retained nore than 3,500 jobs, and
renovated or built nore than 1,400 housing units; nore
i nportantly, however, every day plans and dreans of the North
River community are transformed into reality by people
organi zing thenselves to inprove the quality of life for all

therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we honor the North R ver Commssion for its dedication,
commtnment, and contribution to the residents of t he
nei ghborhoods in the North River area comrunities for the

past 40 years; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the River North Comm ssion as an expression of

our esteem
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