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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Center opened its
doors on Mother's Day 1977 as a facility commtted to nedi cal
excel l ence for the people of East Central Illinois; nore than
38, 000 area residents contributed to the building and

equi pping of the facility; and

WHEREAS, A feasibility study initiated in 1968 exam ned
the opportunities for the nerger of Mattoon Menorial Hospital
and Charleston Community Hospital, the two hospitals serving

Col es County; in the sumrer of 1970, the Charleston-Mattoon

Area Medical Planning Council began neeting to plan a
regional hospital for East Central Illinois; a 75-acre tract
of land was chosen on Illinois Route 16 between the two

communiti es and a new nanme, Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Center

was chosen to reflect the region's past; and

WHEREAS, Sar ah Bush Lincoln was President Abraham
Lincoln's stepnmother; she and President Lincoln's father,
Thomas, made their honme in southern Coles County fromthe

early 1830s until their deaths; and

WHEREAS, The Health Center is a testinonial to the
concern and cooperation of the individuals and conmunities
who hel ped raise funds for its <construction; the Health
Cent er IS a not-for-profit, regional nedical facility
offering a full range of general secondary care services; as
a secondary care facility, the Health Center is equipped to
provi de the nore advanced and sophisticated treatnent and
di agnostic pr ocedur es not typically avai |l abl e in a

physi cian's office; and

VWHEREAS, The Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Center has grown
into a conprehensive and nodern health care organization
serving nore than 55,000 patients each vyear; its highly

trai ned and conpet ent staff of physi ci ans, nurses,
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techni ci ans and support staff, as well as new equipnent and
advanced technologies, enable the Health Center to provide
quality health care services to the comunities in East

Central Illinois; and

VWHEREAS, The Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Center's active
and consulting nedical staff includes approximtely 140

physi ci ans representing a wde variety of specialties; and

WHEREAS, The m ssion of Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Center
is to provide nedical care and inprove the health status of

people in East Central Illinois; and

WHEREAS, The Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Center wll be
celebrating its 25th anniversary of service to the residents

of East Central Illinois on May 10, 2002; therefore, be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we congratulate the Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Center on the
occasion of its 25th anniversary of dedicated and commtted
service to the residents of East Central Illinois; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Center as an

expression of our esteem
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