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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of t he I11inois House of
Representatives are pleased to congratulate Justice Anne M
Bur ke of Chi cago, an Appellate Court Judge, for the creation

of the Special dynpics; and

VWHEREAS, In 1965, Justice Burke (then Anne Mcd one) was a
physi cal education teacher who worked in a sumrer program for
the Chicago Park District and was actively involved in
devel oping prograns with the Park District for nentally

handi capped children; and

VWHEREAS, Justice Anne Burke experienced great results
working with children with nmental handicaps at West Pull man
Park; by 1967, there were 10 |ocations throughout the
Chi cagoland area wth 150 children participating in free
sumrer prograns sponsored by the Chicago Park District; she
knew there was a greatly underserved popul ati on who could
benefit fromthe Special A ynpics, and parents needed to be
shown what their children were capable of acconplishing

t hrough sports and recreation; and

WHEREAS, Along with other passionate wonen and nen who
were in love with the dreamof what their services could do
for others, Justice Burke brought the first Special dynpic
Games to Chicago's Soldier Field on July 20, 1968, with the
hel p of a $25,000 grant from the Joseph P. Kennedy Jr.

Foundati on; and

WHEREAS, The Chicago Special dynpics in 1968 were a
tremendous success, attracting 1,000 athletes from 26 states
and Canada; the <city of Chicago, the Chicago Park District
t he Kennedy Foundation, and a | egion of volunteers rolled out
the red carpet for the athletes who conpeted in track and
field events and aquatics; athletes of simlar ability |levels

conpeted against one another and were recogni zed for their
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acconpl i shnents; and

VWHEREAS, Today, the Special dynpics serve nore than one
mllion persons with nental handicaps in over 160 countri es,
a nunber expected to double by the year 2005; therefore, be

it

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we congratul ate Justice Anne Burke for her selflessness and
dedi cation to those citizens who suffer nental handi caps, and

for her founding of the Special Aynpics; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to Justice Anne M Burke as an expression of our

esteem
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