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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of t he I1linois House of
Representatives are pleased to recognize mlestone events in

the lives of the citizens of the State of Illinois; and

WHEREAS, On COctober 21, 2001 the First Presbyterian
Church in Centralia, which is celebrating its 145th year in
exi stence, honored Pastor Edwin E. Evans for his 30 years in

mnistry; and

VWHEREAS, Past or Evans was born in Coatesville,
Pennsyl vani a, where his father was the pastor of a Ilarge
Presbyterian Church; he attended a Christian boardi ng school
in Florida during his high school years and he received his
bachelor's degree in 1968 from Calvin College in Gand
Rapids, Mchigan; in 1971, he received his master's of
divinity fromthe Pittsburgh Theol ogi cal Sem nary and in 1984
he received his doctor of mnistry from McCorm ck Theol ogi cal

Sem nary in Chicago; and

WHEREAS, At Calvin College, Pastor Evans met his future
wi fe, Betty; they were married in August of 1968 and are the

proud parents of two sons, Ed Jr. and Carl; and

WHEREAS, At the beginning of his career, Pastor Evans
served as pastor of the New Harrisburg Presbyterian Church in
Chi o; he then worked as an associate pastor for 3 and one
half years at a large church in Galesburg, Illinois; then in
1981, he becane the pastor of First Presbyterian Church in

Centralia; and

WHEREAS, During his tinme at First Presbyterian Church,
Past or Evans oversaw many new additions to the 80-year old
chur ch, including structural renovations to the church
structure, the devel opnment of youth prograns, including youth

mssion trips, and the inplenentation of the " St ephen
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Mnistry", a program that trains individuals who wsh to
beconme "listeners"” to those experiencing grief or hardship;
and

WHEREAS, Pastor Evans gui ded First Presbyterian Church as
it developed a relationship wth a sister church in Ml aw ,
Africa; while visiting Mlaw, Pastor Evans oversaw the
dedication of a newy constructed church and participated in
153 baptisns; in addition, he was selected by the Knights of
Tenplar of Illinois to take part in a tour of Israel and
recently journeyed to G eece to trek in the footsteps of St.

Paul ; and

WHEREAS, Pastor Evans worked with the late Rev. Charles
Brown of the Second Baptist Church in Centralia on the
"Concerned Citizens" program a programdealing with issues
of race, education, finances, and housing in the community
and working toward futhering conmunication between various
social, ethnic, and governnental groups in Centralia; in
addi tion, Pastor Evans serves as President of the Mnisterial
Alliance where he helped organize a wunity service that
included H ndi, Islamc, Jewish, and Christian faiths; he
also works wth the Covenant Churches, a group of |oca
churches, in an effort to foster famliarity bet ween

churches; and

VWHEREAS, Pastor Evans has w tnessed many changes in the
Centralia community throughout his mnistry; he works wth
people of all religions and races and has becone a vital

conponent of the Centralia community; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINAO S, that
we congratulate Pastor Ed Evans as he celebrates the 30th

anni versary of his ordination; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
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1 presented to Pastor Ed Evans as an expression of our esteem
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