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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VHEREAS, Juneteenth is the ol dest known celebration of

t he endi ng of slavery; and

VHEREAS, It was on June 9, 1865 that the Union sol diers,
| ed by Major General Gordon G anger, |anded at Galveston,
Texas with news that the Cvil War had ended and that the

ensl aved were now free; and

VWHEREAS, Al t hough Pr esi dent Abr aham Li ncoln's
Emanci pati on Procl amati on was nade official on January 1,
1863, it had little effect in Texas due to the m ni mal nunber
of Union troops to enforce the executive order; however, with
the surrender of GCeneral Robert E. Lee in 1865, and the
arrival of Major Ceneral Ganger's reginment, the forces were
finally strong enough to influence and overcone the

resi stance; and

WHEREAS, The celebration of June 19th was coi ned
"Junet eent h" and grew wth nor e participation from
descendents of slaves; the <celebration is a tine for
reassuring each other, for praying, and for gathering
remaining famly nmenbers; it continues to be highly revered
in Texas, decades l|ater, wth many fornmer slaves and
descendants maki ng an annual pilgrinmge back to Gal veston on

June 19t h; and

WHEREAS, Juneteenth today celebrates African-Anerican
freedom while encouraging self-developnent and respect for
all cultures; this celebration has continued to enjoy a
gr ow ng and heal t hy I nt erest from comunities and
organi zations across the country seeking to pronote and
cultivate knowl edge and appreciation of African-Anmerican

history and culture; therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


A W N R

-2- LRB9209122RHr h

NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that

we designate June 19, 2001 as "Juneteenth Day"
of Illinois in appreciation of African-American

cul ture.

in the State

hi story and
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