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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of the Illinois GCeneral Assenbly
wish to express our sincere condolences to the famly and
friends of Roman C. Pucinski, who passed away on Septenber

25, 2002; and

WHEREAS, Lovingly known as "Pooch" to colleagues and
friends, M. Pucinski served in the U S. House from 1959 to
1973 and as a Chicago alderman from 1973 wuntil 1991;
t hroughout his <career, he was a Kkey representative for

Chi cago in Congress and for Chicago's Polish community; and

WHEREAS, Roman Pucinski grew up in a heavily Polish
nei ghborhood that is now Wcker Park; his youth was shaped
by his father's abandonnent of his nother and siblings when
he was a child and by the Depression in his pre-teen years
when he wore governnent-issued shoes; he helped his nother
Lidia, later a personality on a radio station he owned,
support their famly by selling Magic Washer soap to |oca
grocery stores and chocolate to office workers after school;

and

WHEREAS, Articulate and never at a loss for words, M.
Puci nski had an early interest in public affairs; in January
1939, while still a student at Northwestern University, he
becane a reporter for the Chicago Tines, a predecessor of the
Chi cago Sun-Tinmes; he | ater attended John Marshall Law Schoo
but never took the bar exam because he was too busy covering

the 1948 presidential election; and

WHEREAS, M. Pucinski joined the United States Arny Air
Forces during Wrld War 11, where he becane a captain and
served as a bonbardier in the first B-29 bonb raid on Tokyo
in 1944 and later flew 49 bonmbi ng m ssions over Japan; back
wi th the newspaper after the war, he becane a Cty Hal

reporter, a job that exposed him to opportunities in
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politics; and

VWHEREAS, M. Pucinski was brought to WAshington in 1952,
where he served one year as a bilingual chief investigator
for a special House subcommttee investigating the Katyn
Forest massacre of thousands of Polish mlitary officers by

the Soviets during the war; and

WHEREAS, Urged by Mayor Richard J. Daley to run for
Congress, M. Pucinski entered the 11th District race on the
Cty's Far Northwest Side in 1956 and lost to the incunbent,
Timot hy Sheehan; he ran again in 1958 and won; during his
tenure, he was known as the hardest working nenber of the
II'linois congressional delegation; Lyndon B. Johnson, who
served with M. Pucinski when M. Johnson was Senate majority

| eader, described himas "the workhorse"; and

WHEREAS, M. Pucinski said his proudest achievenent in
Congr ess was sponsori ng | egi slation fostering public
education, a field in which he was considered an expert; the
| egislation gave Chicago schools $30 mllion in 1970 and

guaranteed them $38 mllion the next year; and

WHEREAS, M. Pucinski also chanpioned airline safety
while in Congress, sonething for which he was honored nmany
years later; on Decenber 18, 1999, he was cited by the
Federal Aviation Admnistration (FAA) for his role as a
freshman congressman in 1959 when he pressured the governnent
to require cockpit voice recorders in all airplanes that
carry at |least six passengers; the FAA awarded himthe
agency's Silver Medal of Distinguished Service during a

cerenony in the Polish Museum of Anmerica; and

WHEREAS, After seven terns in Congress, M. Pucinski gave
up his seat to run unsuccessfully for the U S. Senate agai nst
i ncunbent Sen. Charles Percy in Novenber 1972; after the

el ection, he was appoi nted al derman of the 41st Ward, where
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he chanpioned the real people of Chicago, working nmen and
wonen, famlies struggling to get by and new inmgrants
hungry for a fresh start; he served the residents of the
City's Far Northwest Side for 18 vyears as alderman until

1991; and

WHEREAS, M. Pucinski ran a strong race in the 1977
Denocratic mayoral primary, but his nmain opponent, incunbent
M chael Bilandic, who becane nmayor after Richard J. Dal ey
died in Decenber 1976, won the nomnation in a six-way
Denocratic primary and was el ected mayor; during the race,
M. Pucinski vowed to decentralize the public school system
and give each school its own budget; he wanted to conbat
school segregation by establishing reading centers on

raci ally neutral ground; and

VWHEREAS, M. Puci nski had been the |ongtine president of
the Illinois Division of the Polish Amrerican Congress, and he
led a nunber of rallies in Chicago protesting comunism in
Pol and; he supported Poland's Solidarity | abor novenment, and
over the years he helped to raise $1.5 mllion as the

novenent gai ned international prom nence; and

VWHEREAS, Roman Pucinski's first wfe, Aurelia, who
preceded himin death in April 1983, was the vice president
and general manager of the Pucinskis' famly-owned radio
station WEDC- AM 1240; he later married Elizabeth Sinpson, a
dean at the University of Wsconsin and an award-w nni ng

poet; she preceded himin death in 1990; and

VWHEREAS, Roman Pucinski was the proud father of son,
Chri st opher Puci nski and daughter, Aurelia Pucinski, director
of the State Departnent of Professional Regul ation; devoted
brother to Wesl ey Pucinski and Halina Pawl; and grandfather
to Rebecca, Elizabeth Anne and Janes C. Keithley; he was al so

a dear friend to many in the local, State, and national
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political arena; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE
SENATE CONCURRI NG HEREI' N, that we nourn, along with all who
knew him the passing of Roman C. Pucinski of Chicago; and be

it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the famly of Roman C Pucinski wth our

heartfelt condol ences.


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


