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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The i nprovenent of standards for the delivery of
educati onal services has resulted in a recognition of a need
for prograns of increased accountability, qualifications, and
denonstrated conpetency of instructional personnel in the

public schools; and

WHEREAS, Paraprofessionals in the classroons are an
integral and necessary part of the instructional program of
public schools and nust be recognized as vital partners in

the quest for educational excellence and reform and

WHEREAS, Nati onal professional organizations representing
par apr of essi onal s have encouraged standards to ensure that
paraprofessionals are well prepared to work with children;

and

WHEREAS, O her states have st udi ed and outlined
enpl oynent criteria and t raining requirenents for

par apr of essi onal s; and

VWHEREAS, The State of [Illinois does not require any
speci al i zed educati on for paraprofessionals working in

regul ar and speci al education prograns; and

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly has been a strong proponent
of education reform nmeasures directed toward upgrading the
quality of public education, raising standards for teacher
certification, and i ncreased responsibility and

accountability by instructional personnel; therefore, be it

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOS, THE
SENATE CONCURRING HEREIN, that for the purposes of this
Resol ution, "paraprofessional” neans an enpl oyee, other than
a teacher, in a school (i) whose position is either

instructional in nature or who delivers other direct services
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to students or their parents and (ii) who serves in a
position for which a teacher or another professional has the
ultimate responsibility for the design, inplenmentation, and
eval uati on of individual education progranms or related

services and for student performance; and be it further

RESCLVED, That there is created the Task Force on
Par apr of essi onal s consisting of the follow ng nenbers: t wo
menbers of the Senate appointed by the President of the
Senate; two nenbers of the House of Representatives appointed
by the Speaker of the House; one teacher who is a nenber of
the 1llinois Federation of Teachers and one teacher who is a
menber of the Illinois Education Association, each appointed
by t he State Superi nt endent of Educati on; ei ght

par apr of essi onal s appoi nted by the State Superintendent of

Education, chosen from a |I|ist of nom nees provided by the
II'linois Federation of Teachers and the Illinois Education
Associ ati on in proportion to the nenbership of each
or gani zation; one menber appoi nt ed by t he I11inois

Associ ation of School Boards; one nenber appointed by the
I1linois Parent Teacher Associ ation; one nenber appointed by
the Illinois Association of School Adm nistrators; one nenber
from the State Teacher Certification Board appointed by the
State Superintendent of Education; one nenber representing
t he hi gher education comunity appointed by the State
Superintendent of Education; one nenber representing the
I1linois Speech-Language- Heari ng Associ ati on appoi nted by the
State Superintendent of Education; one nmenber representing
the State Board of Education's Staff Developnment Division
appointed by the State Superintendent of Education; one
menber representing a statew de council of special education
admnistrators appointed by the State Superintendent of
Education; and one nenber appointed by the Governor, who
shal | serve as chairperson of the Task Force; and be it

further
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RESCLVED, That the nenbers of the Task Force shall serve
W t hout conpensation but shall be reinbursed for their
reasonabl e and necessary expenses from funds available for
that purpose; the State Board of Education shall provide

staff support to the Task Force; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Task Force shall study and mnake
recommendat i ons to t he Governor on the licensure of
paraprofessionals who work wth children in the public
schools of Illinois and shall det erm ne entry | evel
standards, training and experience requirenents for entering
the career, guidelines for educati on and experience
requi renents for career advancenent, appropriate roles and
responsibilities, and a mechanism to enhance job nobility

within and between school districts; and be it further

RESOLVED, That t he Task Force shall report its
recommendations to the Governor one year after the adoption
of this Resolution; and that upon filing its report the Task

Force i s dissol ved.
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