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AN ACT concerni ng public enpl oyees.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the

Publ i ¢ Enpl oyee Candi dacy Act.

Section 5. Definitions. As used in this Act:

"Candidacy for elected public office" neans affirmative
conduct taken by a public enployee to establish hinself or
herself to nenbers of the public as a candidate for el ected
public office. Affirmative conduct shall include, but is not
limted to, conducting nane recognition polls in t he
geogr aphi c area covered by the elected public office,
creating or allowing the creation of a canpaign commttee in
the public enployee's nanme, engaging in strategy neetings
with non-famly nmenbers, or obtaining or filing the requisite
candidate filing forns with the local or State election
authority. Affirmative conduct shall not include a public
enpl oyee' s private discussions about his or her candidacy
with famly nenbers or contact made by the public enpl oyee
with his or her public enployer pursuant to this Act.

"Public enployer” neans the State, an agency or
departnment thereof, a wunit of |ocal governnent, a schoo
district, or an instrunmentality or political subdivision
t her eof .

"Public enployee" neans an enployee of the State, an
agency or departnent thereof, a unit of |ocal governnent, a
school district, or an instrunmentality or political

subdi vi si on t hereof.

Section 10. Public enpl oyee candi dacy. A public

enployer nmay not termnate the enploynent of, force the
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resignation of, invalidate t he transfer of , denot e,
reprimand, or in any other way penalize a public enployee as
a consequence of the public enployee's candidacy for elected
public office. This Section shall not apply if a public
enpl oyee fails to conply with Section 15 and remai ns subject
to the federal Hatch Act (5 U S.C Sections 1501 through
1508).

Section 15. Notice to the public enployer. At least 90
days before a public enployee shall seek candidacy for
el ected public office, the public enployee shall provide his
or her public enmployer with witten notice of his or her
intent to run for elected public office.

Wthin 7 days of receiving the public enployee's witten
notice, the public enployer shall contact the United States
O fice of Special Counsel in witing for an advisory opinion
on whet her the requesting public enployee occupies an
enpl oynent position covered under the federal Hatch Act (5
US C Sections 1501 through 1508). If the United States
O fice of Special Counsel's advisory opinion reveals that the
public enployee is subject to the federal Hatch Act, then the
public enployer shall offer in witing to transfer the public
enpl oyee to or make available to the public enployee an
equi val ent enploynent position that 1is not subject to the
federal Hatch Act wwthin 5 days after receiving the advisory
opinion. The public enployee shall be entitled to a copy of
t he decision and shall have 15 days to deci de upon and accept
t he equi val ent enpl oynent position made available by his or
her public enpl oyer.

Al public enployers shall make a public posting in the
wor kpl ace that inforns public enpl oyees of the provisions of
this Act. Al public enployers shall informnew enpl oyees of
this Act upon hiring as well as provide all public enpl oyees

with informational literature concerning this Act at |east
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annually. The public enployer may wutilize informational
[iterature prepared by the United States Ofice of Special

Counsel

Section 20. Wor ki ng  hours. Not hing in this Act
prohi bits a public enployer from penalizing a public enployee
for any activity conducted during regular working hours in

connection wth a candidacy for elected public office.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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