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AN ACT concerni ng technol ogy.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The State Finance Act is anended by adding

Section 5.570 as foll ows:

(30 I'LCS 105/5.570 new)
Sec. 5.570. The Digital Divide Conputer Fund.

Section 10. The Elimnate the Digital Dvide Lawis
amended by changi ng Section 5-30 and adding Section 5-50 as

foll ows:

(30 ILCS 780/ 5-30)

Sec. 5-30. Community Technol ogy G ant Program

(a) Subject to appropriation, the Departnent shal
adm nister the Community Technology Center G ant Program
under which the Departnent shall make grants in accordance
W th this Article for pl anni ng, est abl i shment,
adm ni stration, and expansion of Community Technol ogy Centers
and for assisting public hospitals, Ilibraries, and park
districts in elimnating the digital divide. The purposes of
the grants shall include, but not be Iimted to, volunteer
recruitnment and managenent , training and instruction,
infrastructure, and rel ated goods and services for Community
Technol ogy Centers and public hospitals, libraries, and park
districts. The total amount of grants under this Section in
fiscal year 2001 shall not exceed $2,000, 000, except that
this limt on grants shall not apply to grants funded by
appropriations from the Digital D vide Elimnation Fund. No
Communi ty Technol ogy Center may receive a grant of nore than

$50, 000 under this Section in a particular fiscal year.
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(b) Public hospitals, libraries, park districts, and
State educational agencies, |ocal educational agenci es,
institutions of higher education, and other public and
private nonprofit or for-profit agencies and organi zations
are eligible to receive grants under this Program provided
t hat a local educational agency or public or private
educati onal agency or organization nust, in order to be
eligible to receive grants wunder this Program provide
conputer access and educational services using information
technology to the public at one or nore of its educational
buildings or facilities at |east 12 hours each week. A group
of eligible entities is also eligible to receive a grant if
the group follows the procedures for group applications in 34
CFR  75.127-129 of t he Educati on Departnent Gener al
Adm ni strative Regul ati ons.

To be eligible to apply for a grant, a Conmunity
Technol ogy Center, public hospital, library, or park district
must serve a community in which not less than 40% of the
students are eligible for a free or reduced price |unch
under the national school lunch programor in which not |ess
than 30% of the students are eligible for a free |unch under
t he national school |unch program however, if funding is
i nsufficient to approve all grant applications for a
particul ar fiscal year, the Departnent may inpose a higher
m ni mum  percent age t hreshol d for t hat fiscal year.
Determ nations of comunities and determnations of the
percentage of students in a comunity who are eligible for a
free or reduced price lunch under the national school |unch
program shall be in accordance wth rules adopted by the
Depart nent .

Any entities that have received a Comunity Technol ogy
Center grant under the federal Community Technology Centers
Program are also eligible to apply for grants under this

Pr ogr am
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The Departnent shall provide assistance to Conmunity
Technol ogy Centers in maki ng those determ nations for
pur poses of applying for grants.

(c) Gant applications shall be submtted to t he
Department not later than March 15 for the next fiscal year.

(d) The Departnent shall adopt rules setting forth the
required formand contents of grant applications.

(e) There is created the Digital Divide Elimnation
Advisory Committee. The advisory conmttee shall consist of
5 nenbers appoi nted one each by the Governor, the President
of the Senate, the Senate Mnority Leader, the Speaker of the
House, and the House Mnority Leader. The nenbers of the
advisory commttee shall receive no conpensation for their
services as nenbers of the advisory conmttee but may be
rei nbursed for their actual expenses incurred in serving on
the advisory conmmttee. The Digital Dvide Elimnation
Advi sory Comm ttee shal | advi se t he Depar t ment in
est abl i shing criteria and priorities for identifying

reci pients of grants under this Act. The advisory committee

shall obtain advice fromthe technology industry regarding
current technol ogical standards. The advisory conmmttee
shall seek any available federal funding. The advisory

comm ttee shall oversee the inplenmentati on and adm ni strati on

of this Law and the prograns created pursuant to this Law.

The advisory comm ttee shall assist the Departnent of Centra

Managenent Services in the creation of the Internet training

website required under Section 5-50 of this Act. The advi sory

commttee shall report annually to the Governor and the

CGCeneral Assenbly upon its activities and oversi ght findings.

(Source: P.A 91-704, eff. 7-1-00; 92-22, eff. 6-30-01.)

(30 1LCS 780/5-50 new)

Sec. 5-50. Provi si on of conputers.

(a) Subj ect to appropriation, the Departnent shal
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establish and admnister a program to provide 100, 000

conputers to persons throughout the State. The Departnent nmay

accept conputers and other equi pnent with which to inpl enent

this program To be eligible for a conputer, a person (i)

must reside in a household that includes a student who is

eligible to receive a free lunch under the national schoo

lunch programand (ii) nust |ack the conputer skills that the

grants awarded under Section 5-30 are designed to facilitate.

The Depar t ment shal | establish additional eligibility

criteria it deenms necessary.

(b) The Digital Divide Conputer Fund is created as a

special fund wthin the State treasury. The Fund nay be

appropriated only for the provision of conputers in

accordance wth subsection (a). The Fund nay accept npneys

fromany source, including public and private entities.

(c) The Departnent of Central Mnagenent Services shal

create and nmmintain a website at which recipients of

conputers wunder this Section may ¢train in the wuse of

(d) The Departnent shall track the progress of conputer

recipients in the devel opment of conputer skills. Three years

after the effective date of this anendatory Act of the 92nd

CGeneral Assenbly, the Departnent shall report to the Genera

Assenbly and the Governor upon its activities under this

Section and its assessnent of the developnent of conputer

skills by conmputer recipients.

(e) The Departnment shall adopt rul es necessary for the

i mpl enentation of this Section.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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