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AN ACT concerning el ections.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Election Code is anended by changing
Sections 20-2.3, 20-4, 20-5, 20-6, 20-7, and 20-8 as foll ows:

(10 ILCS 5/20-2.3) (fromCh. 46, par. 20-2.3)

Sec. 20-2.3. Menbers of the Arned Forces. Any nenber of
t he United States Arned Forces while on active duty,
otherwi se qualified to vote, who expects in the course of his
or her duties to be absent fromthe county in which he or she
resides on the day of holding any election, in addition to
any ot her nethod of making application for an absentee ball ot
under this Article, my nake application for an absentee
ballot to the election authority having jurisdiction over his
or her precinct of residence by a facsimle machine or
electronic transmssion not |ess than 10 days before the
el ection.

Ballots wunder this Section shall be nailed by the
el ection authority in the manner prescribed by Section 20-5

of this Article and not otherw se, provided that until July

1, 2003, the election authority may also transnit ballots by

a facsimle machine or by electronic transm ssion. Bal | ots

voted under this Section nust be returned to the election
authority before the closing of the polls on the day of

election. Until July 1, 2003, an election authority may

accept ballots voted under this Section that are returned via

a facsinmle machine, so long as the voter attaches in the

transnm ssion a conpl eted statenent consenting to a wai ver of

the voter's right to secrecy of the ballot, with the voter's

signature affixed to and appearing on t he facsiml e

st at enent . El ection authorities permtting the use of
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facsimle or electronic transm ssion of absentee ball ot

materials for active duty nenbers of the United States Arned

Forces shall conply, to the extent practicable, with al

ot her procedures set forth in this Article 20.

(Source: P.A 87-1052.)

(10 ILCS 5/20-4) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-4)

Sec. 20-4. Immediately upon the receipt of the official
postcard or an application as provided in Section 20-3 within
the tinmes heretofore prescribed, the election authority shal
ascertain whether or not such applicant is legally entitled
to vote as requested. If the election authority ascertains
that the applicant is lawfully entitled to vote, it shal
enter the nanme, street address, ward and precinct nunber of
such applicant on a list to be posted in his or its office in

a place accessible to the public. As soon as the official

ballot is prepared the election authority shall immediately
deliver the sane to the applicant in person, ef by mail, in
t he manner prescribed in Section 20-5, or, wuntil July 1,
2003, by use of a facsimle nmachine or electronic

transm ssion, in the manner prescribed in Section 20-2.3.

| f any such election authority receives a second or
additional application which it believes is fromthe sane
person, he or it shall submt it to the chief judge of the
circuit court or any judge of that court designated by the
chief judge. If the chief judge or his designate determ nes
that the application submtted to him is a second or
addi tional one, he shall so notify the election authority who
shal | disregard the second or additional application.

The election authority shall wmintain a list for each
election of the voters to whom it has issued absentee
ballots. The Ilist shall be mintained for each precinct
wWithin the jurisdiction of the election authority. Prior to

the opening of the polls on election day, the election
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authority shall deliver to the judges of election in each
precinct the |Ilist of registered voters in that precinct to
whom absent ee bal | ots have been issued.

Until July 1, 2003, election authorities may transnt a

ballot sinultaneously wth transmtting an application for

absentee ballot to any nenber of the United States Arned

Forces while on active duty. However, no such ball ot shal

be counted unless an application has been conpleted by the

vot er and its aut henticity verified pri or to or

simultaneously with receipt of the conpleted ballot by the

el ection authority.

(Source: P.A 81-0155; 81-0953; 81-1509.)

(10 ILCS 5/20-5) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-5)

Sec. 20-5. The election authority shall fold the ballot
or ballots in the manner specified by the statute for folding
ballots prior to their deposit in the ballot box and shal
encl ose such ballot in an envel ope unsealed to be furnished
by it, which envelope shall bear upon the face thereof the
name, official title and post office address of the election
authority, and wupon the other side of such envel ope there
shall be printed a certification in substantially t he
followng form

" CERTI FI CATI ON

| state that | am a resident/fornmer resident of the
....... preci nct of t he city/village/township of
............ , (Designation to be nmade by El ection Authority)
or of the .... ward in the city of ........... (Desi gnati on
to be made by El ection Aut hority) residing at
................ in said city/village/township in the county
of ........... and State of Illinois; that | ama

1. ( ) menber of the United States Service

2. () citizen of the United States tenporarily

residing outside the territorial Iimts of the United States
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3. () nonresident civilian citizen
and desire to cast the enclosed ballot pursuant to Article 20
of The Election Code; that | amlawfully entitled to vote in
such precinct at the ........... election to be held on

| further state that | marked the enclosed ballot in
secret.

Under penalties as provided by |law pursuant to Article 29
of The Election Code, the wundersigned certifies that the
statenents set forth in this certification are true and

correct.

If the ballot enclosed is to be voted at a primary
el ection, the certification shall designate the name of the
political party with which the voter is affiliated.

In addition to the above, the election authority shal
provide printed slips giving full instructions regarding the
manner of conpleting the forns and affidavits for absentee
registration or the manner of marking and returning the
ballot in order that the same may be counted, and shal
furnish one of the printed slips to each of the applicants at
the same tinme the registration mterials or ballot is
delivered to him

In addition to the above, if a ballot to be provided to
an elector pursuant to this Section contains a public
question described in subsection (b) of Section 28-6 and the
territory concerning which the question is to be submtted is
not described on the ballot due to the space Ilimtations of

such ballot, the election authority shall provide a printed
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copy of a notice of the public question, which shall include
a description of the territory in the manner required by
Section 16-7. The notice shall be furnished to the elector
at the sanme tinme the ballot is delivered to the el ector

The envel ope in which such registration or such ballot is
mailed to the voter as well as the envelope in which the
registration materials or the ballot is returned by the voter
shall have printed across the face thereof two parallel
horizontal red bars, each one-quarter inch w de, extending
fromone side of the envelope to the other side, wth an
intervening space of one-quarter inch, the top bar to be one
and one-quarter inches fromthe top of the envel ope, and with
the words "Official Election Balloting Material-VIA AIR MAIL"
between the bars. In the upper right corner of such envel ope
in a box, there shall be printed the words: "U. S. Postage
Paid 42 USC 1973". Al printing on the face of such envel opes
shall be in red, including an appropriate inscription or
bl ank in the upper left corner of return address of sender.

Until July 1, 2003, election authorities transmtting

ballots by facsimle machines or electronic transmssion in

the manner prescribed by Section 20-2.3 shall, to the extent

practicable provide the voter by facsinile machine or

el ectronic t ransm ssi on W th t he sane i nStructions,

certification, and other nmaterials as are required to be

provided to voters by mail.

(Source: P.A 84-1467.)

(10 ILCS 5/20-6) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-6)

Sec. 20-6. Such absent voter shall nmake and subscribe to
the certifications provided for in the application and on the
return envel ope for the ballot, and such ballot or ballots
shall then be folded by such voter in the manner required to
be fol ded before depositing the sane in the ballot box, and

be deposited in such envelope and the envel ope securely
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seal ed. Such envel ope shall be mailed by such voter, to the
officer issuing the ballot or, if nore convenient, it may be
delivered in person

Until July 1, 2003, when the election authority accepts

ball ots voted under Section 20-2.3 via facsinile nachine, the

voter may conplete the ballot and transmt it by facsinmle

machi ne to the election authority, acconpani ed by a conpl eted

statenent consenting to a waiver of the voter's right to

secrecy of the ballot, with the voter's signature affixed to

and appearing on the facsimle statenent. The election

authority shall adopt procedures to linmt, to the extent

practicable, access to voted ballots received by facsinmle

machine. Conpleted ballots my not be returned to the

el ecti on authority by ot her means of el ectronic

transmn Sssi ons.

If the absent voter wishes to return a narked ball ot that

the voter received fromthe election authority by facsimle

machi ne or electronic transnm ssion, the voter may use 2 plain

envel opes, marking one as the security envel ope into which

the voter shall insert the marked ballot and narking the

other as the return envel ope for nmiling.

(Source: P.A 81-155.)

(10 ILCS 5/20-7) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-7)

Sec. 20-7. Upon receipt of such absent voter's ballot,
the officer or officers above described shall forthwith
encl ose the sane unopened, together with the application nmade
by said absent voter in a large or carrier envel ope which
shal |l be securely sealed and endorsed with the nanme and
official title of such officer and the words, "This envel ope
contains an absent voter's ballot and nust be opened on
election day," together wth the nunber and description of
the precinct in which said ballot is to be voted, and such

officer shall thereafter safely keep the sane in his office
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until counted by himas provided in the next section.

Until July 1, 2003, when the election authority permts

the use of facsimle machines for transnm ssions in the

manner prescri bed by Section 20-2.3, the election authority

shal | forthwith take such necessary steps Sso as to prepare

the ballot for counting, either in the office of the el ection

authority or in the precinct, in a nanner reasonabl y

consistent with the procedure required in this Section for

the counting of other absentee ball ots.

(Source: P.A 81-155.)

(10 ILCS 5/20-8) (from Ch. 46, par. 20-8)

Sec. 20-8. In case any such ballot 1is received by the
el ection authority prior to the delivery of the official
ballots to the judges of election of the precinct in which
said elector resides, such ballot envel ope and application,
sealed in the carrier envel ope, shall be enclosed in the sane
package with the other official ballots and therewith
delivered to the judges of such precinct. In case the
official ballots for such precinct have been delivered to the
judges of election at the time of the receipt by the election
authority of such absent voter's ballot, it shall inmediately
encl ose said envel ope containing the absent voter's ballot,
together with his application therefor, in a |larger or
carrier envel ope which shall be securely seal ed and addressed
on the face to the judges of election, giving the nanme or
nunber of precinct, street and nunber of polling place, city
or town in which such absent voter is a qualified elector,
and the words, "This envelope contains an absent voter's
bal | ot and nust be opened only on election day at the polls
i mredi ately after the polls are closed,” mailing the sane,
postage prepaid, to such judges of election, or if nore
convenient he or it may deliver such absent voter's ballot to

the judges of election in person or by duly deputized agent
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and secure his receipt for delivery of such ballot or
ballots. Absent voter's ballots postmarked after 11:59 p. m
of the day imediately preceding the election returned to the
el ection authority too late to be delivered to the proper
polling place before the closing of the polls on the day of
el ection shall be endorsed by the person receiving the sane
with the day and hour of receipt and shall be safely kept
unopened by the election authority for the period of tine
required for the preservation of ballots used at such
el ection, and shall then, w thout being opened, be destroyed
in like manner as the used ballots of such election.

Until July 1, 2003, if the election authority receives

from the sanme voter both a marked absent voter's ball ot

returned by mail and a narked absent voter's ballot returned

by facsinile nmachine, the election authority shall count the

ballot returned by mail. The ballot returned by facsinmle

machi ne shal | not be counted but shall be marked "Rejected

Duplicate FAX Ballot" and preserved with other unopened,

uncount ed ball ots.

Al absent voters' ballots received by the election
authority after 12:00 noon on election day or too late for
delivery to the proper polling place before the closing of
the polls on election day, except ballots returned by mai
post marked after m dnight preceding the opening of the polls
on el ection day, shall be counted in the office of the
el ection authority on the day of the election after 7:00 p. m
All absent voters' ballots delivered in error to the wong
precinct polling place shall be returned to the election

authority and counted wunder this provision. Until July 1,

2003, absent voters' ballots voted under Section 20-2.3 and

transmtted by the voter to the election authority via

facsinmle machine may be counted in the office of the

election authority under this provision or they nmy be

delivered to the judges of election in the appropriate
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precinct for counting as provided in Section 20-9.

Such counting shall commence no later than 8:00 p.m and
shal | be conducted by a panel or panels of election judges
appointed in the manner provided by |aw. Such counting shal
continue wuntil all absent voters' ballots received as
af oresai d have been count ed.

The procedures set forth in Section 19-9 of this Act and
Articles 17 and 18 of this Code, shall apply to all absent
voters' ballots counted under this provision; except that
votes shall be recorded wi t hout regard to preci nct
desi gnati on

Were certain absent voters' ballots are counted in the
office of the election authority as provided in this Section,
each political party, candi dat e and qualified civic
or gani zati on shal | be entitled to have present one
pol |l wat cher for each panel of election judges therein
assi gned.

(Source: P.A 84-861.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


